
DUR Board Meeting   
March 4, 2015             

North Dakota Heritage Center      



North Dakota Medicaid 
DUR Board Meeting Agenda 

North Dakota Heritage Center 
612 East Boulevard Avenue 

Bismarck, ND 
March 4, 2015 

1pm 

1. Administrative items
• Travel vouchers
• Introduction of new members

2. Old business
• Review and approval of minutes of  12/14 meeting     Chair 
• Budget update Brendan 

3. New business
• Review of Otezla        HID 
• Review of Xtoro        HID 
• Review of Hemangeol        HID 
• Review of Lemtrada        HID 
• Review of agents used to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (Ofev, Esbriet)        HID 
• Review of GLP-1 receptor agonists        HID 
• Review of topical therapies for onychomycosis        HID 
• Criteria recommendations        HID 
• Upcoming meeting date/agenda      Chair 

4. Adjourn      Chair 

Please remember to silence all cellular phones during the meeting. 
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Drug Utilization Review (DUR) Meeting Minutes 
December 3, 2014 

Members Present:  John Savageau, Jeffrey Hostetter, Peter Woodrow, Russ Sobotta, Tanya 
Schmidt, Steve Irsfeld, Michael Booth, Carlotta McCleary, Laura Schield, Katie Kram, Wendy 
Brown, Emmet Kenney 

Members Absent: James Carlson, Leann Ness 

Medicaid Pharmacy Department: Brendan Joyce 

J. Savageau called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Chair J. Savageau asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes from the September meeting. J. Hostetter moved that the minutes be 
approved, and P. Woodrow seconded the motion. Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote to 
approve the minutes. The motion passed with no audible dissent.  

Updated AAP guidelines for palivizumab prophylaxis 
B. Joyce discussed the updated guidelines for palivizumab (Synagis) and the Board watched the 
American Academy of Pediatrics webinar providing a summary of the recommendations. The 
Board voted to accept the updated guidelines at the September meeting and asked that data be 
brought back in December showing how many children during the 2013-2014 Synagis season 
would not have received medication. The Board reviewed the data provided. Dr. Rafeal Ocejo, a 
pediatrician in Bismarck, spoke regarding the new guidelines. Dr. Joan Connell, a pediatrician in 
Bismark, spoke regarding the new guidelines. A. Bandell, representing MedImmune, spoke 
regarding Synagis. A motion was made by J. Hostetter to continue using the new guidelines and 
include patients 29 weeks – 31weeks and 6 days gestational age. K. Kram seconded the motion. 
Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote. The motion passed with no audible dissent. All PA 
requests that do not meet AAP guidelines will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

Benzodiazepine review 
B. Joyce reviewed benzodiazepine utilization with the Board. Data regarding duplicate 
therapy, top prescribers, top diagnoses, and age ranges of patients was shared. A 
recommendation was made to limit duplicate benzodiazepine therapy to one short-acting 
product and one long-acting product. Quantity limits may also be implemented. 

Second reviews 
A motion and second were made at the September meeting to place topical testosterone products, 
phosphate binders, Zontivity, and Evzio on prior authorization. The topics were brought up for a 
second review. There was no public comment. After discussion, Chair J. Savageau called for a 
voice vote to approve the motion. The motion passed with no audible dissent.  

Yearly PA review 
The Board reviews products annually that have previously been placed on prior authorization, 
which allows the Board a chance to update the prior authorization forms and criteria. All forms 
and criteria were reviewed. Changes suggested: 

1. Buprenorphine form-add ‘to the best of my knowledge’ at the beginning of the check box
that says ‘patient is not taking other opioids, tramadol, or carisoprodol concurrently 
with buprenorphine containing products.' 

2. Remove Cozaar from the ARB form.
3. Make sure all new products are on the COPD form.

J. Howard, representing Mylan, spoke regarding Epi-Pen. 
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Criteria recommendations 
The recommended RDUR criteria enclosed in the packet were developed from product 
information provided by the manufacturers and are usually consistent with new indications, new 
drugs added, new warnings, etc. These proposed criteria will be added to the current set of 
criteria and will be used in future DUR cycles. P. Woodrow moved to approve the new criteria 
and W. Brown seconded the motion. Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote. The motion 
passed with no audible dissent. 

The next DUR Board meeting will be held March 4 in Bismarck. J. Hostetter made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. W. Brown seconded. The motion passed with no audible dissent. J. 
Savageau adjourned the meeting. 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF OTEZLO (APREMILAST) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Otezla is an inhibitor of phosphodiesterase 4 (PDE4) and is indicated 
for the treatment of adult patients with active psoriatic arthritis and patients with moderate to 
severe plaque psoriasis who are candidates for phototherapy or systemic therapy.  

DOSAGE FORMS: Otezla is available as 10 mg, 20 mg, and 30 mg tablets. 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION: To reduce the risk of gastrointestinal symptoms, titrate to a 
recommended dose of 30 mg twice daily according to the following schedule: 
 Day 1: 10 mg in the morning
 Day 2: 10 mg in the morning and 10 mg in the evening
 Day 3: 10 mg in the morning and 20 mg in the evening
 Day 4: 20 mg in the morning and 20 mg in the evening
 Day 5: 20 mg in the morning and 30 mg in the evening
 Day 6 and thereafter: 30 mg twice daily
 Otezla dosage should be reduced to 30 mg once daily in patients with severe renal

impairment.

SPECIAL POPULATIONS:  
 Otezla is classified as pregnancy category C. There are no adequate and well‐controlled

studies of Otezla in pregnant women. 
 Because many drugs are present in human milk, caution should be exercised when

Otezla is administered to a nursing woman. 
 The safety and effectiveness of Otezla in pediatric patients less than 18 years of age

have not been established. 
 No overall differences were observed in the safety profile of elderly patients ≥ 65 years

of age and younger adult patients < 65 years of age in the clinical studies. 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Treatment with Otezla is associated with an increase in adverse reactions of depression.

Before using Otezla in patients with a history of depression and/or suicidal thoughts or 
behavior, prescribers should carefully weigh the risks and benefits of treatment with 
Otezla in such patients. Patients, their caregivers, and families should be advised of 
the need to be alert for the emergence or worsening of depression, suicidal thoughts, 
or other mood changes. 

 During the controlled period of the studies, weight decrease between 5‐10% of body
weight was reported in 10% of patients compared to 3.3% treated with placebo. 
Patients treated with Otezla should have their weight monitored regularly. 

 Co‐administration of strong cytochrome P450 enzyme inducer, rifampin, resulted in a
reduction of systemic exposure of apremilast, which may result in a loss of efficacy of 
Otezla. Therefore, the use of cytochrome P450 enzyme inducers  (e.g., rifampin, 
phenobarbital, carbamazepine, phenytoin) with Otezla is not recommended. 

 

Prepared by Health Information Designs, Inc. 5



ADVERSE REACTIONS: 
 Psoriatic Arthritis: The most common adverse reactions (≥5%) are diarrhea, nausea, and

headache. 
 Psoriasis: The most common adverse reactions (≥5%) are diarrhea, nausea, upper

respiratory tract infection, and headache, including tension headache. 

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 Before using Otezla in patients with a history of depression and/or suicidal thoughts or

behavior, prescribers should carefully weigh the risk and benefits of treatment. 
 Be alert for the emergence or worsening of depression, suicidal thoughts, or other mood

changes, and if such changes occur, contact their healthcare provider. 
 Patients treated with Otezla should have their weight monitored regularly.
 The use of strong cytochrome P450 enzyme inducers (e.g., rifampin, phenobarbital,

carbamazepine, phenytoin) with Otezla is not recommended.
 Otezla can be taken with or without food.
 Tablets should not be crushed, split, or chewed.
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References: 

1. Otezla [package insert]. Summit, NJ: Celgene Corporation; September 2014.
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF XTORO (FINAFLOXACIN OTIC SUSPENSION) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Xtoro is a quinolone antimicrobial indicated for the treatment of acute 
otitis externa (AOE) caused by susceptible strains of Pseudomonas aeruginosa and 
Staphylococcus aureus.  

DOSAGE FORMS: Xtoro is available as 5 mL of finafloxacin otic suspension 0.3%. 

ADMINISTRATION: Instill four drops in the affected ear(s) twice daily for seven days. For 
patients requiring use of an otowick, the initial dose can be doubled (to 8 drops) by 4 drops 
instilled into the affected ear twice daily for seven days.  

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Prolonged use of this product may lead to overgrowth of nonsusceptible organisms.

Discontinue use if this occurs. 
 Allergic reactions may occur in patients with a history of hypersensitivity to finafloxacin,

to other quinolones, or to any of the components in this medication. Discontinue use if 
this occurs. 

USE IN SPECIFIC POPULATIONS:  
 Pregnancy category C. Xtoro should be used during pregnancy only if the potential

benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 
 Caution should be exercised when finafloxacin is administered to a nursing mother.
 The safety and efficacy of Xtoro in infants below one year of age have not been

established.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions occurring in 1% of patients with 
Xtoro were ear pruritus and nausea. 

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 If a rash or allergic reaction occurs, discontinue the use of Xtoro and contact physician.
 Warm the bottle in hands before use to avoid dizziness which may result from the

instillation of a cold solution.
 When using with otowick, instill 8 drops at the time of otowick insertion, then continue

with 4 drops administered twice daily for 7 days.
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References: 

1. Xtoro [package insert]. Fort Worth, TX: Alcon Laboratories, Inc.; November 2014.
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF HEMANGEOL (PROPRANOLOL HYDROCHLORIDE ORAL SOLUTION) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Hemangeol oral solution is a beta‐adrenergic blocker indicated for the 
treatment of proliferating infantile hemangioma requiring systemic therapy.  

DOSAGE FORMS: Oral solution: 4.28 mg/mL propranolol hydrochloride. 

ADMINISTRATION:  
 Initiate treatment at ages 5 weeks to 5 months.
 Starting dose is 0.15 mL/kg (0.6 mg/kg) twice daily. After 1 week, increase dose to 0.3

mL/kg (1.1 mg/kg) twice daily. After 2 weeks, increase to a maintenance dose of 0.4
mL/kg (1.7 mg/kg) twice daily.

 Administer doses at least 9 hours apart during or after feeding.
 Readjust dose for changes in the child’s weight.
 Monitor heart rate and blood pressure for 2 hours after first dose or increasing dose.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Hypoglycemia: administer during or after feeding. Do not use in patients who are not

able to feed or are vomiting. 
 Bradycardia and hypotension.
 Bronchospasm: avoid use in patients with asthma or lower respiratory infection.
 Increased risk of stroke in PHACE syndrome.

USE IN SPECIFIC POPULATIONS:  
 Pregnancy category C. Hemangeol is not intended to be prescribed to pregnant women.
 Hemangeol is not intended to be prescribed to breastfeeding women.
 The safety and effectiveness for infantile hemangioma have not been established in

pediatric patients greater than 1 year of age.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions occurring in ≥ 10% of patients were 
sleep disorders, aggravated respiratory tract infections, diarrhea, and vomiting. 

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 There is a risk of hypoglycemia when given to infants who are not feeding regularly or

who are vomiting. Skip dosing under such conditions. 
 There is a potential risk for bradycardia, aggravation of pre‐existing conduction

disorders, and hypotension. Contact a healthcare provider in case of fatigue, pallor, slow 
or uneven heart beats, peripheral coldness, or fainting. 

 There is a risk of bronchospasm or exacerbation of lower respiratory tract infections.
Contact a healthcare provider or go to the nearest hospital emergency room if there are 
breathing problems or wheezing during treatment. 

 Changes in sleep patterns may occur.
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References: 

1. Hemangeol [package insert]. Parsippany, NJ: Pierre Fabre Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; March
2014. 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF LEMTRADA (ALEMTUZUMAB) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Lemtrada is a CD52‐directed cytolytic monoclonal antibody indicated for the 
treatment of patients with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (MS). Because of its safety profile, the 
use of Lemtrada should generally be reserved for patients who have had an inadequate response to two 
or more drugs indicated for the treatment of MS.  

DOSAGE FORMS: Injection: 12 mg/1.2 mL (10 mg/mL) in a single‐use vial. 

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Administer by intravenous infusion over 4 hours for 2 treatment courses.
 Premedicate with corticosteroids prior to infusion for the first 3 days of each treatment course.
 Administer antiviral agents for herpetic prophylaxis starting on the first day dosing and

continuing for a minimum of two months after completion of dosing or until CD4+ lymphocyte
count is more than 200 cells per microliter, whichever occurs later.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Thyroid disorders: obtain thyroid function tests prior to initiation of treatment and every 3

months until 48 months after the last infusion. 
 Monitor complete blood counts monthly until 48 months after the last infusion.
 Consider delaying initiation in patients with active infections until the infection is fully

controlled. Do not administer live viral vaccines following a course of therapy.

USE IN SPECIFIC POPULATIONS:  
 Pregnancy category C. Lemtrada should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit

justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 
 A decision should be made whether to discontinue nursing or to discontinue the drug, taking

into account the importance of the drug to the mother. 
 The safety and effectiveness in pediatric patients less than 17 years of age have not been

established. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions occurring in ≥ 10% of patients and > 
interferon beta‐1a: rash, headache, pyrexia, nasopharyngitis, nausea, urinary tract infection, fatigue, 
insomnia, upper respiratory tract infection, herpes viral infection, urticaria, pruritus, thyroid gland 
disorders, fungal infection, arthralgia, pain in extremity, back pain, diarrhea, sinusitis, oropharyngeal 
pain, paresthesia, dizziness, abdominal pain, flushing, and vomiting. 

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 Advise patients to contact their healthcare provider promptly if they experience any symptoms

of potential autoimmune disease. 
 Advise patients of the importance of monthly blood and urine tests for 48 months following the

last course of therapy for signs of autoimmunity. 
 Lemtrada may cause hyperthyroid or hypothyroid disorders.
 Infusion reactions can occur.
 Lemtrada may increase the risk of malignancies including thyroid cancer and melanoma.
 Advise patients to contact their healthcare provider if they develop symptoms of serious

infections such as fever or swollen glands.
 Advise patients that pneumonitis has been reported.
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References: 

1. Lemtrada [package insert]. Cambridge, MA: Genzyme Corporation; November 2014.

 

Prepared by Health Information Designs, Inc. 13



PRODUCT DETAILS OF AGENTS USED TO TREAT IDIOPATHIC PULMONARY FIBROSIS 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
Drug  Indication

Ofev (nintedanib)  Ofev is a kinase inhibitor indicated for the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis 
(IPF). 

Esbriet (pirfenidone)  Esbriet is a pyridone indicated for the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF).

COMPARISON: 

HOW SUPPLIED:  
Drug  How supplied

Ofev (nintedanib)  150 mg and 100 mg capsules

Esbriet (pirfenidone)  267 mg capsules 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
Drug  Warnings and Precautions

Ofev (nintedanib)   Elevated liver enzymes

 Gastrointestinal disorders

 Embryofetal toxicity

 Arterial thromboembolic events

Esbriet (pirfenidone)   Elevated liver enzymes

 Photosensitivity and rash

 Gastrointestinal disorders

ADVERSE REACTIONS: 
Drug  Adverse Reactions

Ofev (nintedanib)   The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥5%) are diarrhea, nausea,
abdominal pain, vomiting, liver enzyme elevation, decreased appetite, headache,
weight decreased, and hypertension.

Esbriet (pirfenidone)   The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥10%) are nausea, rash, abdominal
pain, upper respiratory tract infection, diarrhea, fatigue, headache, dyspepsia,
dizziness, vomiting, anorexia, gastro‐esophageal reflux disease, sinusitis, insomnia,
weight decreased, and arthralgia.

DRUG INTERACTIONS: 
Drug  Drug Interactions

Ofev (nintedanib)  Coadministration of P‐gp and CYP3A4 inhibitors may increase nintedanib exposure. 
Monitor patients closely for tolerability of Ofev. 

Esbriet (pirfenidone)  Moderate (e.g., ciprofloxacin) and strong inhibitors of CYP1A2 (e.g., fluvoxamine) 
increase systemic exposure of Esbriet and may alter the adverse reaction profile of 
Esbriet. Discontinue fluvoxamine prior to administration of Esbriet or reduce to one 
capsule three times a day. Consider dosage reduction with use of ciprofloxacin. 

Drug   Dose  Approximate Cost

Ofev (nintedanib)  150 mg twice daily approximately 12 hours apart $144/capsule

Esbriet (pirfenidone)  801 mg (three capsules) three times daily taken with food $31/capsule

 

Prepared by Health Information Designs, Inc. 14



References: 

1. Ofev [package insert]. Ridgefield, CT: Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.;
October 2014.

2. Esbriet [package insert]. Brisbane, CA: InterMune, Inc.; October 2014.
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF GLP‐1 AGONISTS (GLUCAGON‐LIKE PEPTIDE‐1) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: GLP‐1 receptor agonists are indicated as adjuncts to diet and exercise 
to improve glycemic control in adults with type 2 diabetes mellitus. These agents should not be 
used as initial monotherapy. For most patients, GLP‐1 agonists should be reserved for those 
who require two or more diabetes medications to maintain a desired A1C. 

COMPARISON: 

HOW SUPPLIED:  
GLP‐1 Agonist  Package Size

Byetta (exenatide)  5 mcg per dose, 60 doses (1.2 mL prefilled pen).
10 mcg per dose, 60 doses (2.4 mL prefilled pen). 

Bydureon (exenatide ER)  Single‐dose tray containing 2 mg vial.
Single‐dose 2 mg pen. 

Tanzeum (albiglutide)  30 mg single‐dose pen and 50 mg single‐dose pen (carton of 4). 

Trulicity (dulaglutide)  Carton of 4 single‐dose pen or prefilled syringe: (0.75 mg/0.5 mL and 1.5 
mg/0.5 mL). 

Victoza (liraglutide)  Disposable, pre‐filled, multi‐dose pens delivering doses of 0.6mg, 1.2mg, or 
1.8mg (6 mg/mL, 3mL). 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION:  
GLP‐1 Agonist  Dosage and Administration

Byetta (exenatide)   Inject subcutaneously within 60 minutes prior to morning and evening
meals (or before the two main meals of the day, approximately 6 hours
or more apart).

 Initiate at 5 mcg per dose twice daily; increase to 10 mcg twice daily
after 1 month based on clinical response.

Bydureon (exenatide ER)   Administer 2 mg by subcutaneous injection once every seven days
(weekly), at any time of day and with or without meals.

 Administer immediately after the dose is prepared.

Tanzeum (albiglutide)   Administer once weekly at any time of day, without regard to meals.

 Inject subcutaneously in the abdomen, thigh, or upper arm.

 Initiate at 30 mg subcutaneously once weekly. Dose can be increased
to 50 mg once weekly in patients requiring additional glycemic control.

 If a dose is missed, administer within 3 days of missed dose.

Trulicity (dulaglutide)   Administer once weekly at any time of day.

 Inject subcutaneously in the abdomen, thigh, or upper arm.

 Initiate at 0.75 mg subcutaneously once weekly. Dose can be increased
to 1.5 mg once weekly for additional glycemic control.

 If a dose is missed, administer within 3 days of missed dose.

GLP‐1 Agonist  ~ A1C Decrease ~ Weight Loss ~ Cost/month Dosing Frequency

Byetta (exenatide)  1%  4 lbs $430 Twice daily 

Bydureon (exenatide ER)  1.5%  6 lbs $440 Once weekly 

Tanzeum (albiglutide)  1%  2 lbs $330 Once weekly 

Trulicity (dulaglutide)  1.5%  6 lbs $500 Once weekly 

Victoza (liraglutide)  1.5%  6 lbs $400‐600 Once daily 
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GLP‐1 Agonist  Dosage and Administration

Victoza (liraglutide)   Administer once daily at any time of day, independently of meals.

 Inject subcutaneously in the abdomen, thigh or upper arm.

 The injection site and timing can be changed without dose adjustment.

 Initiate at 0.6 mg per day for one week. This dose is intended to reduce
gastrointestinal symptoms during initial titration and is not effective 
for glycemic control. After one week, increase the dose to 1.2 mg. If 
the 1.2 mg dose does not result in acceptable glycemic control, the 
dose can be increased to 1.8 mg.

SPECIAL POPULATIONS:  
GLP‐1 Agonist  Special Populations

Byetta (exenatide)   Byetta should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit
justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

 Caution should be exercised when Byetta is administered to a nursing
woman.

Bydureon (exenatide ER)   Bydureon should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit
justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

 Caution should be exercised when Bydureon is administered to a
nursing woman.

Tanzeum (albiglutide)   Tanzeum should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit
justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

 Discontinue nursing or discontinue Tanzeum.

 Monitor renal function in patients with renal impairment reporting
severe adverse gastrointestinal reactions.

Trulicity (dulaglutide)   Trulicity should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit
justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

 Discontinue nursing or discontinue Trulicity.

 Monitor renal function in patients with renal impairment reporting
severe adverse gastrointestinal reactions.

Victoza (liraglutide)   Victoza should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit
justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

 Discontinue nursing or discontinue Victoza.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
GLP‐1 Agonist  Warnings and Precautions

Byetta (exenatide)   Never share a Byetta pen between patients, even if the needle is
changed.

 Postmarketing reports with Byetta include fatal and non‐fatal
hemorrhagic or necrotizing pancreatitis. Discontinue promptly.
Consider other antidiabetic therapies in patients with a history of
pancreatitis.

 Increased risk of hypoglycemia when used in combination with
medications known to cause hypoglycemia (e.g., insulin or insulin
secretagogue). Consider reducing the dose of insulin or insulin
secretagogue.

 Byetta should not be used in patients with severe renal impairment or
end‐stage renal disease and should be used with caution in patients
with renal transplantation. Caution should be applied when initiating
Byetta in patients with moderate renal failure.
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GLP‐1 Agonist  Warnings and Precautions

 Use of Byetta is not recommended in patients with severe
gastrointestinal disease.

 Patient should discontinue Byetta if symptoms of hypersensitivity
reactions (e.g., anaphylaxis and angioedema) arise.

Bydureon (exenatide ER)   Counsel patients regarding the risk of medullary thyroid carcinoma and
the symptoms of thyroid tumors.

 Discontinue promptly if pancreatitis is suspected. Do not restart if
pancreatitis is confirmed.

 Increased risk of hypoglycemia when Bydureon is used in combination
with a sulfonylurea. Consider reducing the sulfonylurea dose.

 Not recommended if patient has severe renal impairment or end‐stage
renal disease. Use with caution in patients with renal‐transplantation
or moderate renal impairment.

 Not recommended in patients with severe gastrointestinal disease.

 Patient should discontinue Bydureon if symptoms of hypersensitivity
reactions (e.g., anaphylaxis and angioedema) arise.

Tanzeum (albiglutide)   Discontinue promptly if pancreatitis is suspected. Do not restart if
confirmed.

 Hypoglycemia can occur when used in combination with insulin
secretagogues (e.g., sulfonylureas) or insulin. Consider lowering
sulfonylurea or insulin dosage when starting Tanzeum.

 Discontinue Tanzeum if hypersensitivity reactions are suspected.

 Monitor renal function in patients with renal impairment reporting
severe adverse gastrointestinal reactions.

Trulicity (dulaglutide)   Counsel patients regarding the risk of medullary thyroid carcinoma and
the symptoms of thyroid tumors.

 Discontinue promptly if pancreatitis is suspected. Do not restart if
pancreatitis is confirmed.

 Increased risk of hypoglycemia when Trulicity is used with an insulin 
secretagogue or insulin. Consider lowering the dose of sulfonylurea or 
insulin to reduce the risk.

 Discontinue Trulicity if hypersensitivity reactions are suspected.

 Monitor renal function in patients with renal impairment reporting
severe adverse gastrointestinal reactions.

Victoza (liraglutide)   Counsel patients regarding the risk of medullary thyroid carcinoma and
the symptoms of thyroid tumors.

 Discontinue promptly if pancreatitis is suspected. Do not restart if
pancreatitis is confirmed.

 Increased risk of hypoglycemia when Victoza is used with an insulin 
secretagogue or insulin. Consider lowering the dose of the insulin 
secretagogue or insulin to reduce the risk.

 Use caution when initiating or escalating doses of Victoza in patients
with renal impairment.

 Discontinue Victoza if hypersensitivity reactions are suspected.
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ADVERSE REACTIONS: 
GLP‐1 Agonist  Adverse Reactions

Byetta (exenatide)   Most common (≥ 5%) and occurring more frequently than placebo in
clinical trials: nausea, hypoglycemia, vomiting, diarrhea, feeling jittery,
dizziness, headache, dyspepsia, constipation, and asthenia.

 Postmarketing reports with exenatide of increased international
normalized ratio (INR) with concomitant use of warfarin, sometimes
with bleeding.

Bydureon (exenatide ER)   Most common (≥ 5%) and occurring more frequently than comparator
in clinical trials: nausea, diarrhea, headache, vomiting, constipation,
injection‐site pruritus, injection‐site nodule, and dyspepsia.

Tanzeum (albiglutide)   Adverse reactions, reported in ≥ 10% of patients and more frequently
than in patients on placebo, were upper respiratory tract infection,
diarrhea, nausea, and injection site reaction.

Trulicity (dulaglutide)   The most common adverse reactions, reported in ≥ 5% of patients are
nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain, and decreased appetite.

Victoza (liraglutide)   The most common adverse reactions, reported in ≥ 5% of patients and
occurring more frequently than in patients treated with placebo, were
headache, nausea, diarrhea, and anti‐liraglutide antibody formation.

 Immunogenicity‐related events, including urticaria, were more
common among Victoza‐treated patients (0.8%) than among
comparator‐treated patients (0.4%) in clinical trials.

UTILIZATION: 

ND Medicaid GLP‐1 Utilization 

12/30/13 – 12/29/14 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt  Avg Cost per Script 

Byetta 5 mcg Dose Pen  12  $4,562.62  $380.22 

Byetta 10 mcg Dose Pen  71  $31,548.67  $444.35 

Bydureon 2 mg Pen  1  $342.00  $342.00 

Bydureon 2 mg Vial  43  $18,891.45  $439.34 

Victoza 2‐Pak   159  $60,963.42  $383.42 

Victoza 3‐Pak  144  $81,081.70  $563.07 

Total (87 recipients)  430  $197,389.86
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF NEW TOPICAL THERAPIES FOR ONYCHOMYCOSIS 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
Jublia (efinaconazole) Topical treatment of onychomycosis of the toenails due to Trichophyton rubrum and 

Trichophyton mentagrophytes. 
Kerydin (tavaborole) Topical treatment of onychomycosis of the toenails due to Trichophyton rubrum or 

Trichophyton mentagrophytes. 

COMPARISON: 

HOW SUPPLIED: 
Jublia (efinaconazole) 4 mL and 8 mL 10% topical solution 
Kerydin (tavaborole) 4 mL and 10 mL 5% topical solution 

ADVERSE REACTIONS: 
Drug Adverse Reactions 

Jublia • The most common adverse reactions (incidence >1%) were ingrown
toenails, application site dermatitis, application site vesicles, and
application site pain.

Kerydin • Common adverse reactions occurring in ≥1% in subjects included
application site exfoliation, ingrown toenail, application site erythema,
and application site dermatitis.

Drug Dose Efficacy ~ Cost Comments 
Jublia (efinaconazole) Apply to 

affected toenails 
once daily for 48 

weeks.  

Toenail 
complete cure 

rate 17% at 
week 52. 

$450/4 mL Consider for patients who 
can’t use oral therapy. 

Kerydin (tavaborole) Apply to 
affected toenails 
once daily for 48 

weeks. 

Toenail 
complete cure 
rate < 10% at 

week 52. 

$450/4 mL Consider for patients who 
can’t use oral therapy. 
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 
RETROSPECTIVE DRUG UTILIZATION REVIEW 

CRITERIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
4TH QUARTER 2014 

Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

1. Suvorexant / Overutilization ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended dose of Belsomra (suvorexant) is 10 
mg, taken no more than once per night and within 30 minutes of going to bed, with at least 
7  hours remaining before the planned time of awakening.  If 10 mg is well-tolerated but 
not effective, the dose can be increased to a maximum of 20 mg once daily. 

Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant 

Max Dose: 20 mg/day 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

2. Suvorexant / Narcolepsy ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Belsomra (suvorexant) is contraindicated in patients with narcolepsy.  
Suvorexant is an orexin receptor antagonist and this mechanism of action may account for 
the ability of suvorexant to produce signs of narcolepsy/cataplexy. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B Util C (Include) 
Suvorexant  Narcolepsy 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

3. Suvorexant / Respiratory Disease ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when prescribing Belsomra (suvorexant) 
to patients with compromised respiratory function due to the potential of suvorexant-induced 
respiratory depression.   

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B Util C (Include) 
Suvorexant Asthma 

COPD 
Emphysema 
Bronchitis 
Obstructive Sleep Apnea 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

4. Suvorexant / Depression & Suicidal Thinking ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Belsomra (suvorexant) should be used with caution in patients with  
depression or suicidal ideation.  In clinical studies, a dose-dependent increase in suicidal  
ideation was observed in patients taking suvorexant, as assessed by questionnaire.  In  
primarily depressed patients, sedative/hypnotic use has been associated with worsening  
depression and suicidal thoughts and actions.  The lowest number of tablets that is feasible 
should be prescribed for the patient at any one time. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B Util C (Include) 
Suvorexant Depression 

Suicide 
Suicidal Ideation 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

5. Suvorexant / Sleep Paralysis, Hypnagogic/Hypnopompic Hallucinations ________    ________ 
     Cataplexy-like Symptoms 

Alert Message:  Sleep paralysis, hypnagogic/hypnopompic hallucinations, and 
symptoms  similar to cataplexy can occur with Belsomra (suvorexant) use, and the risk 
of occurrence may increase with dose.  Patient should be informed of the nature of 
these events when  prescribed suvorexant.     

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

6. Suvorexant / CNS Depressants ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Belsomra (suvorexant) with a CNS depressant may 
require dosage adjustment of suvorexant and/or the other drug due to the potential for  
additive depressant effects. 

Conflict Code:   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant Antidepressants 

Opioid Agonists & Mixed Agonist/Antagonist 
Barbiturates 
Phenothiazines 
Anxiolytics 
Anticonvulsants 
Antipsychotics 
Sedating Antihistamines 
Muscle Relaxants  
Antiparkinson Agents (Dopaminergic & COMT) 
Sedative/Hypnotics  

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

7. Suvorexant / Strong CYP3A4 Inhibitors ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Belsomra (suvorexant) with a strong CYP3A4 inhibitor 
is not recommended.  Suvorexant is primarily metabolized by CYP3A4 and inhibition of  
this isoenzyme may significantly increase suvorexant exposure and increase the risk of  
suvorexant adverse effects. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant Nefazodone Ketoconazole 

Clarithromycin Itraconazole 
Telithromycin Posaconazole 
Saquinavir Voriconazole 
Ritonavir  Boceprevir 
Nelfinavir Telaprevir 
Indinavir 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp.  
FDA US Food and Drug Administration: Drug Development and Drug Interactions: Table of Substrates, Inhibitors and 
Inducers.  Available at: 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/DevelopmentResources/DrugInteractionsLabeling/ucm0936
64.htm
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

8. Suvorexant / Moderate CYP3A4 Inhibitors ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The recommended dose of Belsomra (suvorexant) is 5 mg in patients  
receiving a moderate CYP3A4 inhibitor but may be increased to a maximum of 10 mg in  
these patients if necessary for efficacy.  Suvorexant is primarily metabolized by CYP3A4  
and inhibition of this isoenzyme may significantly increase suvorexant exposure and increase 
the risk of suvorexant-related adverse effects. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A       Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant 20 mg     Aprepitant Fluconazole 

     Atazanavir Fosamprenavir 
     Ciprofloxacin Imatinib 
     Diltiazem Verapamil 
     Erythromycin  

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp.  
FDA US Food and Drug Administration: Drug Development and Drug Interactions: Table of Substrates, Inhibitors and 
Inducers.  Available at: 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/DevelopmentResources/DrugInteractionsLabeling/ucm0936
64.htm
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

9. Suvorexant / Strong CYP3A4 Inducer ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Belsomra (suvorexant) and a strong CYP3A4inducer  
may result in reduced suvorexant efficacy due to induction of suvorexant CYP3A4-mediated 
metabolism.    

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant Carbamazepine 

Phenytoin 
Phenobarbital 
Primidone 
Rifampin  
Efavirenz 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp.  
FDA US Food and Drug Administration: Drug Development and Drug Interactions: Table of Substrates, Inhibitors and 
Inducers.  Accessed: 08/230/2012. 
Available at: 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/DevelopmentResources/DrugInteractionsLabeling/ucm0936
64.htm
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

10. Suvorexant / Digoxin ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Belsomra (suvorexant) with digoxin has been shown  
to slightly increase digoxin levels due to inhibition of intestinal P-glycoprotein (P-gp).   
Digoxin concentrations should be monitored when co-administering suvorexant with digoxin.  

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant Digoxin 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

11. Suvorexant / Pediatric Use _______    ________   
Alert Message:  The safety and effectiveness of Belsomra (suvorexant) have not been 
established in pediatric patients. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Suvorexant 

Age Range: 0 -18 yoa 

References: 
Belsomra Prescribing Information, August 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

12. Arformoterol / Overutilization ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Brovana (arformoterol) may be over-utilized.  The manufacturer's  
recommended maximum dose is 30 mcg per day (15 mcg twice daily).  Fatalities have  
been reported in association with excessive use of inhaled sympathomimetic drugs.  As  
with other inhaled beta-2 adrenergic drugs, do not use arformoterol more often, at 
higher doses than recommended, or with other long-acting beta agonists. 

Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Arformoterol 

Max Dose: 30 mcg/day 

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

13. Arformoterol / Hepatic Impairment ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Brovana (arformoterol) should be used cautiously in patients with hepatic  
impairment.  Systemic exposure (Cmax & AUC) to arformoterol increased 1.3 to 2.4-fold in  
subjects with hepatic impairment as compared to matched healthy control subjects.  While  
dosage adjustment is not required, it is recommended that these patients be monitored 
closely.  
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution 
Drugs/Disease: 
Util A  Util B   Util C 
Arformoterol Hepatic Impairment 

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

14. Arformoterol / Therapeutic Appropriateness ________    ________ 
Alert Message: Brovana (arformoterol) should not be used in children as the safety and 
efficacy of arformoterol have not been established in pediatric patients. 

Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Disease: 
Util A  Util B Util C 
Arformoterol 

Age Range: 0 – 18 years of age 

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

15. Arformoterol / MOAIs & TCAs & QT Prolongation ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Brovana (arformoterol), as well as other beta 2-agonists, should be  
administered with extreme caution to patients being treated with monoamine oxidase  
inhibitors, tricyclic antidepressants, or drugs known to prolong the QTc interval.  Concurrent 
use of these agents may potentiate the adrenergic agonist action of arformoterol on the  
cardiovascular system. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Disease: 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Arformoterol Albuterol    Disopyramide Imipramine    Pazopanib        Thioridazine 

Alfuzosin   Dofetilide Indapamide    Pentamidine            Tizanidine 
Amantadine   Dolasetron Isradipine    Pimozide        Tolterodine 
Amiodarone   Doxepin Itraconazole    Posaconazole        Trazodone 
Amitriptyline   Dronedarone Ketoconazole    Procainamide        TMP/SMZ 
Amphetamine   Droperidol Lapatinib    Propafenone        Trimipramine 
Arsenic Trioxide   Ephedrine Levalbuterol    Protriptyline        Vandetanib 
Asenapine   Epinephrine Levofloxacin    Quetiapine        Vardenafil 
Atazanavir   Erythromycin Lithium    Quinidine         Venlafaxine 
Atomoxetine   Escitalopram Metaproterenol    Ranolazine        Ziprasidone 
Azithromycin   Felbamate Methadone    Risperidone        Zolmitriptan 
Chloral Hydrate   Flecainide Moexipril/HCTZ    Ritonavir        Ezogabine 
Chloroquine   Fluconazole Moxifloxacin      Salmeterol        Isocarboxazid 
Chlorpromazine   Fluoxetine Nicardipine    Saquinavir        Phenelzine 
Ciprofloxacin   Foscarnet Nilotinib    Sertraline        Tranylcypromine 
Citalopram   Fosphenytoin Norfloxacin    Solifenacin        Linezolid 
Clarithromycin   Galantamine Nortriptyline    Sotalol         Rasagiline 
Clomipramine   Gemifloxacin Octreotide    Sunitinib 
Clozapine   Granisetron Ofloxacin    Tacrolimus 
Dasatinib   Haloperidol Ondansetron    Tamoxifen 
Desipramine   Ibutilide Paliperidone    Telithromycin 
Diphenhydramine  Iloperidone Paroxetine    Terbutaline 

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

16. Arformoterol / Beta-Blockers ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Brovana (arformoterol) and a beta-adrenergic  
receptor blocker may result in antagonism.  The beta blocker may block the therapeutic 
effect of the beta-agonist as well as produce severe bronchospasms in COPD patients. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Disease: 
Util A Util B Util C 
Arformoterol Atenolol Metoprolol 

Betaxolol Timolol 
Penbutolol Sotalol 
Carteolol Acebutolol 
Bisoprolol Propranolol 
Pindolol Timolol 

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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17. Arformoterol / Methylxanthines & Steroids & K+ Depleting Diuretics ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Brovana (arformoterol) with methylxanthines  
(theophylline, aminophylline), steroids, or potassium depleting diuretics may potentiate  
any hypokalemic effect of arformoterol.  Monitor patients for development of hypokalemia. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Disease: 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Arformoterol Theophylline Budesonide Chlorothiazide 

Aminophylline Betamethasone  Hydrochlorothiazide 
Prednisone Triamcinolone Bendroflumethiazide 
Prednisolone Furosemide Methyclothiazide 
Hydrocortisone Bumetanide Indapamide 
Cortisone Torsemide Metolazone 
Dexamethasone Ethacrynic Acid Chlorthalidone 
Methylprednisolone  

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

18. Arformoterol / Therapeutic Appropriateness (Black Box Warning) ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Brovana (arformoterol) is a long-acting beta-2-adrenergic agonist (LABA) 
and all LABAs increase the risk of asthma-related death.  The safety and efficacy of  
arformoterol in patients with asthma have not been established.  Arformoterol is not  
indicated for the treatment of asthma.  

Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Indacaterol 

References: 
Brovana Prescribing Information, Feb. 2014, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 

19. Arformoterol / Non-adherence ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Brovana 
(arformoterol).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in  
sub-therapeutic effects, which may lead to decreased outcomes and additional healthcare 
costs. 

Conflict Code:  LR – Non-adherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Arformoterol 

References: 
van Boven JF, Chavannes NH, van der Molen T, et al. Clinical and Economic Impact of Non-adherence in COPD: A 
Systematic Review. Respir Med. 2014 Jan;108(1):103-113. 
Restrepo RD, Alvarez MT, Wittnebel LD, et al., Medication Adherence Issues in Patients Treated for COPD. 
International Journal of COPD. 2008;3(3):371-384. 
Simoni-Wastila L, Wei Y, Qian J, et al., Association of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Maintenance 
Medication Adherence With All-Cause Hospitalization and Spending in a Medicare Population. Am Jrnl Geriatr 
Pharmacother. 2012 Jun;10(3):201-210. 
Lareau Sc, Yawn BP. Improving Adherence with Inhaler Therapy in COPD. International Journal COPD. 2010 Nov 
24;5:401-406. 
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20. Olodaterol / Overutilization ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended dose of Striverdi Respimat (olodaterol) 
is 2 inhalations once-daily.  Do not use olodaterol inhalation more than two inhalations  
every 24 hours.  Clinically significant cardiovascular effects and fatalities have been  
reported in association with excessive use of inhaled sympathomimetic drugs.       

Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Olodaterol 

Max Dose: 2 inhalations per day = (5.0 mcg olodaterol/day) 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

21. Olodaterol / Black Box Warning ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Striverdi Respimat (olodaterol) is a long-acting beta-2 adrenergic agonist  
(LABA) and all LABAs increase the risk of asthma-related death.  The safety and efficacy  
of olodaterol in patients with asthma have not been established.  Olodaterol is not indicated 
for the treatment of asthma. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Olodaterol 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

22. Olodaterol / Cardiovascular, Convulsive Disorders, Diabetes & ________    ________ 
     Thyrotoxicosis  

Alert Message:  Striverdi Respimat (olodaterol) should be used with caution in patients with  
cardiovascular or convulsive disorders, thyrotoxicosis, or sensitivity to sympathomimetic 
drugs.  Olodaterol is a sympathomimetic amine and can exacerbate these conditions.   

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Olodaterol Hypertension 

Arrhythmias 
Heart Failure 
Diabetes 
Seizures 
Epilepsy 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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23. Olodaterol / MAOIs, TCAs & Other QTc Prolonging Meds ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Striverdi Respimat (olodaterol) should be administered with extreme  
caution to patients being treated with MAOIs, TCAs, or drugs known to prolong the QTc 
interval because the action of the adrenergic agonist, olodaterol, on the cardiovascular  
system may be potentiated by these agents.   

Conflict Code:  DD –Drug/Drug Interactions 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B       Util C 
Olodaterol Albuterol    Disopyramide Imipramine    Pazopanib   Thioridazine 

Alfuzosin   Dofetilide Indapamide    Pentamidine       Tizanidine 
Amantadine   Dolasetron Isradipine    Pimozide   Tolterodine 
Amiodarone   Doxepin Itraconazole    Posaconazole   Trazodone 
Amitriptyline   Dronedarone Ketoconazole    Procainamide   TMP/SMZ 
Amphetamine   Droperidol Lapatinib    Propafenone   Trimipramine 
Arsenic Trioxide   Ephedrine Levalbuterol    Protriptyline   Vandetanib 
Asenapine   Epinephrine Levofloxacin    Quetiapine   Vardenafil 
Atazanavir   Erythromycin Lithium    Quinidine    Venlafaxine 
Atomoxetine   Escitalopram Metaproterenol    Ranolazine   Ziprasidone 
Azithromycin   Felbamate Methadone    Risperidone   Zolmitriptan 
Chloral Hydrate   Flecainide Moexipril/HCTZ    Ritonavir   Ezogabine 
Chloroquine   Fluconazole Moxifloxacin      Salmeterol   Isocarboxazid 
Chlorpromazine   Fluoxetine Nicardipine    Saquinavir   Phenelzine 
Ciprofloxacin   Foscarnet Nilotinib    Sertraline   Tranylcypromine 
Citalopram   Fosphenytoin Norfloxacin    Solifenacin   Linezolid 
Clarithromycin   Galantamine Nortriptyline    Sotalol    Rasagiline 
Clomipramine   Gemifloxacin Octreotide    Sunitinib 
Clozapine   Granisetron Ofloxacin    Tacrolimus 
Dasatinib   Haloperidol Ondansetron    Tamoxifen 
Desipramine   Ibutilide Paliperidone    Telithromycin 
Diphenhydramine  Iloperidone Paroxetine    Terbutaline 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

24. Olodaterol / Adrenergic Drugs _______    ________   
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when Striverdi Respimat (olodaterol) is  
prescribed concurrently with other adrenergic sympathomimetic agents, administered by 
any route, because the sympathetic effects of olodaterol may be potentiated.    

Conflict Code:  DD- Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Olodaterol Ephedrine     Methyldopa   Phentermine Naphazoline 

Epinephrine     Tizanidine   Benzphetamine       Pirbuterol 
Pseudoephedrine    Amphetamine   Diethylpropion Metaproterenol 
Phenylephrine     Dextroamphetamine   Phendimetrazine Terbutaline 
Clonidine     Lisdexamfetamine       Apraclonidine 
Guanfacine     Methylphenidate          Brimonidine 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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25. Olodaterol / Nonselective Beta-Blockers / Selective Beta-Blockers ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of a beta-adrenergic blocker with Striverdi Respimat  
(olodaterol) may diminish the pulmonary effect of the beta-agonist olodaterol.  Beta-blockers  
not only block the therapeutic effects of beta-agonists, but may produce severe bronchospasm 
in patients with asthma and COPD.  If concomitant therapy cannot be avoided, consider a  
cardioselective beta-blocker, but administer with caution. 

Conflict Code:  DD- Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B Util C (Negating) 
Olodaterol Carvedilol Acebutolol 

Nadolol Atenolol 
Labetalol Betaxolol 
Penbutolol Bisoprolol 
Pindolol Metoprolol 
Propranolol Nebivolol 
Sotalol 
Timolol 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

26. Olodaterol / Xanthines Derivatives, Steroids & K+ Depleting Diuretics ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when Striverdi Respimat (olodaterol) is  
prescribed concurrently with xanthine derivatives, steroids, or non-potassium sparing 
diuretics because concomitant administration may potentiate the hypokalemic effect of 
olodaterol.  The ECG changes or hypokalemia that may result from the administration  
of non-potassium sparing diuretics can be acutely worsened by beta-agonists.   

Conflict Code:  DD- Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Olodaterol Theophylline      Prednisolone    Chlorothiazide 

Aminophylline      Prednisone    Chlorthalidone 
Dyphylline      HCTZ 
Betamethasone       Indapamide 
Budesonide      Methyclothiazide 
Cortisone      Metolazone 
Dexamethasone        Furosemide 
Hydrocortisone      Bumetanide 
Methylprednisolone  Torsemide 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Gold Standard. 
Striverdi Respimat Prescribing Information, July 2014, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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27. Olodaterol / Non-adherence ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Striverdi  
Respimat (olodaterol).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in  
sub-therapeutic effects, which may lead to decreased outcomes and additional healthcare 
costs.   

Conflict Code:  LR – Non-adherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Olodaterol 

References: 
van Boven JF, Chavannes NH, van der Molen T, et al. Clinical and Economic Impact of Non-adherence in COPD: A 
Systematic Review. Respir Med. 2014 Jan;108(1):103-113. 
Restrepo RD, Alvarez MT, Wittnebel LD, et al., Medication Adherence Issues in Patients Treated for COPD. 
International Journal of COPD. 2008;3(3):371-384. 
Simoni-Wastila L, Wei Y, Qian J, et al., Association of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Maintenance 
Medication Adherence With All-Cause Hospitalization and Spending in a Medicare Population. Am Jrnl Geriatr 
Pharmacother. 2012 Jun;10(3):201-210. 
Lareau Sc, Yawn BP. Improving Adherence with Inhaler Therapy in COPD. International Journal COPD. 2010 Nov 
24;5:401-406. 

28. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / Overutilization ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum dose of Xigduo XR 
(dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release) is 10 mg/2000 mg per day. 

Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin 

Max Dose: 10mg/200mgper day 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 

________    ________ 29  Dapagliflozin/Metformin / CKD Stage 3, 4 & 5 & ESRD  
Alert Message:  Xigduo XR (dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release) use is contraindicated 
in patients with moderate to severe renal impairment  (e.g., serum creatinine levels greater  
than or equal to1.5 mg/dL for men or 1.4 mg/dL for women, or eGFR < 60 mL/min/1.73 m2  
or CrCL < 60mL/min) and end-stage renal disease. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C(Include) 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin  CKD Stage 3, 4 & 5 

ESRD 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 
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30. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / Therapeutic Appropriateness ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Assessment of renal function is recommended prior to initiation of Xigduo 
XR (dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release) therapy and verified as normal or no more  
than mildly impaired.  Renal function should be assessed at least annually thereafter.   

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C(Negate) 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin  CKD Stage 3, 4 & 5 

ESRD 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 

31. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / Insulin & Insulin Secretagogues ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Xigduo XR (dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release) 
with insulin or an insulin secretagogue can increase the risk of hypoglycemia.  A lower dose  
of insulin or insulin secretagogue may be required to minimize the risk of hypoglycemia when  
used in combination with dapagliflozin/metformin. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin Insulin  

Chlorpropamide 
Tolbutamide 
Tolazamide 
Glyburide 
Glipizide 
Glimepiride 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 

32. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / Hypotension ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The dapagliflozin component of Xigduo XR (dapagliflozin/metformin 
extended-release) can cause osmotic diuresis, which can lead to volume depletion and  
hypotension, particularly in patients with impaired renal function, elderly patients, or patients 
on loop diuretics.  Monitor patients for signs and symptoms during therapy.  Before initiating 
dapagliflozin in patients with one or more of these characteristics, volume status should be  
assessed and corrected.   

Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin Hypotension 

Hypovolemia 
CKD Stage  
Dehydration 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 
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33. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / Loop diuretics ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The dapagliflozin component of Xigduo XR (dapagliflozin/metformin 
extended-release) can cause osmotic diuresis, which can lead to volume depletion and  
hypotension, particularly in patients with impaired renal function, elderly patients, or patients 
on loop diuretics.  Monitor patients for signs and symptoms during therapy.   Before initiating 
dapagliflozin in patients with one or more of these characteristics, volume status should be  
assessed and corrected.   

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin Furosemide 

Torsemide 
Ethacrynate 
Bumetanide 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 

34. Dapagliflozin / Nonadherence ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Xigduo XR 
(dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing 
regimen may result in sub-therapeutic effects, which may lead to decreased patient  
outcomes and additional healthcare costs. 

Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Jan. 2014, Bristol-Myers Squibb. 
Osterberg L, Blaschke T. Adherence to Medication. N Engl J Med 2005;353:487-97. 
Ho PM, Rumsfeld JS, Masoudi FA, et al., Effect of Medication Nonadherence in Diabetes Mellitus. Cardiology 
Review, April 2007. 
Currie CJ, Peyrot M, Morgan CL, et al. The Impact of Treatment Noncompliance on Mortality in People With Type 2 
Diabetes. Diabetes Care 35:1279-1284, June 2012. 

35. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / LDL-C Increases ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The use of Xigduo XR (dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release) can  
cause dose-related increases in LDL-C levels due to the dapagliflozin component.  Patients 
receiving dapagliflozin/metformin should have their LDL-C levels monitored and treated  
per standard of care.  

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C (Include) 
Dapagliflozin/Metformin  Hypercholesterolemia 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 
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36. Dapagliflozin/Metformin / Bladder Cancer ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  In clinical trials, an increased occurrence of bladder cancer was observed  
in subjects receiving dapagliflozin (0.17%) as compared to placebo (0.03%).  Xigduo XR  
(dapagliflozin/metformin extended-release) should not be used in patients with active bladder 
cancer and used with caution in patients with a prior history of bladder cancer.  

Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C (Include)  
Dapagliflozin/Metformin  Neoplasm of Bladder 

History of Malignant Neoplasm of Bladder 

References: 
Xigduo XR Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, AstraZeneca. 

37. Vorapaxar / Overutilization ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended dose of Zontivity (vorapaxar) is one 
2.08 mg tablet once daily. 

Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Vorapaxar 

Max Dose: 2.08 mg /day 

References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 

38. Vorapaxar / Therapeutic Appropriateness (Black Box Warning) ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Zontivity (vorapaxar) use is contraindicated in patients with a history of 
stroke, transient ischemic attack (TIA), intracranial hemorrhage (ICH), or active pathological  
bleeding.  Vorapaxar is an antiplatelet agent which increases the risk of bleeding including  
ICH and fatal bleeding.  Discontinue vorapaxar in patients who experience a stroke, TIA, or 
ICH. 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness (Black Box – Contraindication) 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B Util C (Include) 
Vorapaxar Stroke  

Transient Ischemic Attack 
Intracranial Hemorrhage 
Peptic Ulcer Bleeding 

References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
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39. Vorapaxar / Other Antiplatelet Agents Negating ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  A review of recent pharmacy claims for the patient does not show the use 
of Zontivity (vorapazar) with aspirin and/or clopidogrel according to their indications and  
standard of care.  There is no experience with the use of vorapaxar alone as the only  
administered antiplatelet agent.  

Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B Util C (Negating) 
Vorapaxar Aspirin  

Clopidogrel 

References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 

40. Vorapaxar / Other Antiplatelet Agents Negating ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Zontivity (vorapaxar) with other antiplatelet drugs  
may result in a potential additive effect for bleeding.  Vorapaxar is indicated for 
combination therapy with aspirin and/or clopidogrel, but there is limited clinical experience 
with the use of vorapaxar with other antiplatelet drugs.     

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Vorapaxar Dipyridamole 

Ticlopidine 
Cilostazol 
Prasugrel 
Ticagrelor 
Anagrelide 

References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 

41. Vorapaxar / Anticoagulants ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Zontivity (vorapaxar) with warfarin or other  
anticoagulants should be avoided.  Vorapaxar is a platelet aggregation inhibitor and  
concomitant use with an anticoagulant may have an additive effect, increasing the risk of 
bleeding. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Vorapaxar Warfarin 

Dabigatran 
Apixaban 
Rivaroxaban 
Enoxaparin 

References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
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42. Vorapaxar / Agents Affecting Hemostasis     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when Zontivity (vorapaxar) is prescribed 
with drugs that affect hemostasis  (e.g., chronic NSAIDS, SSRIs, and SNRIs) as  
concomitant use of these agents may increase the risk of bleeding.  Patients should be  
instructed to monitor for signs and symptoms of bleeding during concurrent use and promptly  
report any bleeding events.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Vorapaxar NSAIDS 
  SSRIs  
  SNRI’s     
References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
 
43. Vorapaxar / Strong CYP3A4 Inhibitors      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Zontivity (vorapaxar) with strong CYP3A4 inhibitors 
should be avoided.  Vorapaxar is a CYP3A4 substrate and use with a strong inhibitor of  
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism may result in increased vorapaxar exposure and risk of  
bleeding. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B     Util C  
Vorapaxar Nefazodone Ketoconazole 
  Clarithromycin Itraconazole 
  Telithromycin Posaconazole  
  Saquinavir Voriconazole 
  Ritonavir  Boceprevir 
  Indinavir  Telaprevir 
  Nelfinavir 
References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
 
 
44. Vorapaxar / Strong CYP3A4 Inducers      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Zontivity (vorapaxar) with strong CYP3A4 inducers 
should be avoided.  Vorapaxar is a CYP3A4 substrate and use with a strong inducer of  
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism may result in decreased vorapaxar exposure and loss of 
efficacy. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Vorapaxar Carbamazepine 
  Phenytoin    
  Phenobarbital 
  Primidone 
  Rifampin 
  Rifabutin 
  Rifapentine  
References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
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45. Vorapaxar / Hepatic Impairment       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Based on the inherent risk of bleeding in patients with severe hepatic  
impairment, Zontivity (vorapaxar) is not recommended in such patients.  No dosage  
adjustment is required in patients with mild and moderate hepatic impairment. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Vorapaxar   Hepatic Impairment      
     
References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
 
 
46. Vorapaxar / Non-adherence       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Zontivity  
(vorapaxar).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in sub-therapeutic  
effects, which may lead to decreased patient outcomes and additional healthcare costs. 
 
Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Vorapaxar        
     
References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Osterberg L, Blaschke T. Adherence to Medication. N Engl J Med 2005; 353:487- 497.   
Kumbhani DJ, Steg PG, Cannon CP, et al. Adherence to Secondary Prevention Medications and Four-year                             
Outcomes in Outpatients With Atherosclerosis. Am J Med. 2013 Aug;126(8):693-700.                           
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amjmed.2013.01.033.  
Kneeland PP, Fang MC. Current Issues in Patient Adherence and Persistence:  Focus on Anticoagulants for the 
Treatment and Prevention of Thromboembolism.  Pat Pref Adher 2010;4:51-60. 
Ferguson C, Inglis SC, Newton PJ, et al. Atrial Fibrillation and Thromboprophylaxis in Heart Failure: The Need for 
Patient-centered Approaches to Address Adherence. Vascular Health and Risk Management 2013;9:3-11. 
 
 
 
47. Vorapaxar / Therapeutic Appropriateness     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The safety and effectiveness of Zontivity (vorapaxar) in pediatric patients  
have not been established. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Vorapaxar        
  
Age Range: 0-18 yoa    
     
References: 
Zontivity Prescribing Information, May 2014, Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
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DUR Board Meeting 
June 3, 2015             

Pioneer Room
State Capitol      



North Dakota Medicaid 
DUR Board Meeting Agenda 

Pioneer Room 
State Capitol 

600 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 
June 3, 2015 

1 pm 

1. Administrative items
 Travel vouchers
 Introduction of new members

2. Old business
 Review and approval of minutes of  03/15 meeting
 Budget update
 Review top 15 therapeutic categories/top 25 drugs
 Second review of Otezla
 Second review of Xtoro
 Second review of Hemangeol
 Second review of Lemtrada
 Second review of agents used to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (Ofev, Esbriet)
 Second review of GLP-1 receptor agonists
 Second review of topical therapies for onychomycosis

3. New business
 Plan for implementation/changes to narcotic quantity limits
 Concurrent use of narcotics and benzodiazepines
 Review of cholesterol lowing drugs
 Review of muscle relaxants
 Review of injectable anticoagulants
 Review of Akynzeo
 Review of Nuvessa
 Review of Cholbam
 Criteria recommendations
 Upcoming meeting date/agenda

4. Adjourn

Please remember to silence all cellular phones during the meeting. 



Drug Utilization Review (DUR) Meeting Minutes 
March 4, 2015 

Members Present:  John Savageau, Jeffrey Hostetter, Peter Woodrow, Russ Sobotta, Tanya 
Schmidt, Michael Booth, Carlotta McCleary, Laura Schield, Katie Kram, Wendy Brown, Michael 
Quast 

Members Absent: James Carlson, Leann Ness, Steve Irsfeld 

Medicaid Pharmacy Department: Brendan Joyce, Gary Betting 

J. Savageau called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Chair J. Savageau asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes from the December meeting. P. Woodrow moved that the minutes be 
approved, and W. Brown seconded the motion. Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote to 
approve the minutes. The motion passed with no audible dissent.  

Introduction of new member: 
B. Joyce introduced the new board member, Dr. Michael Quast. Dr. Quast was appointed by the 
North Dakota Medical Association. 

Budget update: 
Legislative session ongoing and the budget is being reviewed. There is a new bill going through 
session regarding Medication Therapy Management (MTM). If passed, the MTM program could 
be used to manage many disease states, including patients with Hepatitis C. 

Otezla review 
B. Joyce reviewed Otezla with the board. K. Bergstresser, representing Celgene spoke regarding 
Otezla. A recommendation was made by the board to ask for specialist involved in therapy and 
diagnosis on the form. A motion was made by J. Hostetter to place Otezla on prior authorization. 
L. Schield seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Xtoro review 
B. Joyce reviewed Xtoro with the board. A motion was made by M. Booth to place Xtoro on prior 
authorization. K. Kram seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Hemangeol review 
B. Joyce reviewed Hemangeol with the board. A motion was made by M. Booth to place 
Hemangeol on prior authorization. W. Brown seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at 
the next meeting. 

Lemtrada review 
B. Joyce reviewed Lemtrada with the board. A recommendation was made by the board to ask for 
specialist involved in therapy. A motion was made by M. Booth to place Lemtrada on prior 
authorization. 

Agents used to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis review 
B. Joyce reviewed agents used to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis with the board. A 
recommendation was made by the board to ask for indication and specialist involved in therapy. 
A motion was made by P. Woodrow to place these agents on prior authorization. The motion was 
seconded by W. Brown. Rachel Anhorn, representing Boehringer Ingelheim, spoke regarding 
Ofev. Lee Ding, representing Genentech, spoke regarding Esbriet. This topic will be reviewed at 
the next meeting. 



GLP-1 receptor agonists review 
B. Joyce reviewed GLP-1 receptor agonists with the board. Brad Haas, representing AstraZeneca 
spoke regarding Byetta. M. Booth made a motion to place GLP-1 receptor agonists on prior 
authorization. K. Kram seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Topical therapies for onychomycosis review 
B. Joyce reviewed topical therapies for onychomycosis. There was no public comment. P. 
Woodrow made a motion to place these agents on prior authorization. J. Hostetter seconded the 
motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Criteria recommendations 
The recommended RDUR criteria enclosed in the packet were developed from product 
information provided by the manufacturers and are usually consistent with new indications, new 
drugs added, new warnings, etc. These proposed criteria will be added to the current set of criteria 
and will be used in future DUR cycles. W. Brown moved to approve the new criteria and M. 
Booth seconded the motion. Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote. The motion passed with no 
audible dissent. 

The next DUR Board meeting will be held June 3 in Bismarck. J. Hostetter made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. W. Brown seconded. The motion passed with no audible dissent. J. 
Savageau adjourned the meeting. 



NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 15 THERAPEUTIC CLASSES BY TOTAL COST OF CLAIMS FROM  10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014

AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 6,026 1,334,824.48$      221.51$         4.15%
INSULINS 1,737 764,215.80$         439.96$         1.20%
ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,137 662,899.00$         81.47$           5.60%
RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS 5,172 577,677.55$         111.69$         3.56%
CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT) 1,955 504,766.74$         258.19$         1.35%
AMPHETAMINES 3,923 461,360.60$         117.60$         2.70%
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC. 1,561 353,419.66$         226.41$         1.07%
IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS 61 321,384.85$         5,268.60$      0.04%
ANTIDEPRESSANTS 13,693 267,739.96$         19.55$           9.43%
DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS 99 262,663.09$         2,653.16$      0.07%
OPIATE AGONISTS 9,003 259,924.23$         28.87$           6.20%
BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 4,103 237,168.28$         57.80$           2.82%
HEMOSTATICS 10 170,764.01$         17,076.40$    0.01%
DIABETES MELLITUS 1,043 152,239.90$         145.96$         0.72%
HEAVY METAL ANTAGONISTS 9 149,011.04$         16,556.78$    0.01%

Total Top 15 56,532 6,480,059.19$      114.63$         38.92%

Total Rx Claims 145,261
From  10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014

Top 15 Therapeutic Classes
Based on Total Cost of Claims
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 25 DRUGS BASED ON NUMBER OF CLAIMS FROM 10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014

Drug AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

HYDROCODONE-ACETAMINOPHEN     OPIATE AGONISTS 3,645 51,552.75$       14.14$    2.51%
AMOXICILLIN PENICILLINS 3,606 36,537.75$       10.13$    2.48%
OMEPRAZOLE PROTON-PUMP INHIBITORS 2,783 31,196.38$       11.21$    1.92%
PROVENTIL HFA BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 2,618 167,924.57$     64.14$    1.80%
AZITHROMYCIN MACROLIDES 2,503 47,237.55$       18.87$    1.72%
SERTRALINE HCL              ANTIDEPRESSANTS     2,105 20,158.99$       9.58$      1.45%
METHYLPHENIDATE ER            RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS          2,094 276,127.56$     131.87$  1.44%
GABAPENTIN    ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS    2,051 40,392.28$       19.69$    1.41%
LEVOTHYROXINE SODIUM          THYROID AGENTS 1,880 30,428.62$       16.19$    1.29%
MONTELUKAST SODIUM            LEUKOTRIENE MODIFIERS 1,799 37,079.41$       20.61$    1.24%
LISINOPRIL ANGIOTENSIN-CONVERTING ENZYME INHIBITORS 1,778 13,360.84$       7.51$      1.22%
FLUOXETINE HCL             ANTIDEPRESSANTS    1,749 11,889.44$       6.80$      1.20%
TRAZODONE HCL              ANTIDEPRESSANTS    1,738 12,402.33$       7.14$      1.20%
TRAMADOL HCL OPIATE AGONISTS 1,467 12,616.13$       8.60$      1.01%
CLONIDINE HCL CENTRAL ALPHA-AGONISTS 1,459 11,773.19$       8.07$      1.00%
AMOX TR-POTASSIUM CLAVULANATE PENICILLINS       1,441 37,151.40$       25.78$    0.99%
VYVANSE AMPHETAMINES 1,428 230,503.29$     161.42$  0.98%
OXYCODONE-ACETAMINOPHEN       OPIATE AGONISTS 1,396 46,309.28$       33.17$    0.96%
DEXTROAMPHETAMINE-AMPHET ER   AMPHETAMINES 1,380 150,301.00$     108.91$  0.95%
METHYLPHENIDATE HCL           RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS          1,339 62,914.49$       46.99$    0.92%
RISPERIDONE ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 1,334 17,208.80$       12.90$    0.92%
METFORMIN HCL BIGUANIDES 1,291 10,541.68$       8.17$      0.89%
ALBUTEROL SULFATE             BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 1,230 24,432.08$       19.86$    0.85%
BUPROPION XL              ANTIDEPRESSANTS    1,226 27,330.47$       22.29$    0.84%
LAMOTRIGINE ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS          1,215 15,247.19$       12.55$    0.84%

TOTAL TOP 25 46,555 1,422,617.47$  30.56$    32.05%

Total Rx Claims 145,261
From  10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014

Top 10 Drugs 
Based on Number of Claims
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 25 DRUGS BASED ON TOTAL CLAIMS COST FROM  10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014

Drug AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

ABILIFY ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 1,093 747,183.17$     683.61$      0.75%
METHYLPHENIDATE ER            RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS          2,094 276,127.56$     131.87$      1.44%
VYVANSE AMPHETAMINES 1,428 230,503.29$     161.42$      0.98%
LYRICA ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS          605 185,944.27$     307.35$      0.42%
INTUNIV CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC.    855 184,893.68$     216.25$      0.59%
LANTUS SOLOSTAR INSULINS 455 184,840.73$     406.24$      0.31%
ADVAIR DISKUS CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT)     593 171,288.44$     288.85$      0.41%
HELIXATE FS HEMOSTATICS 6 168,413.72$     28,068.95$ 0.00%
PROVENTIL HFA BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 2,618 167,924.57$     64.14$        1.80%
BUDESONIDE CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT)     538 154,726.14$     287.60$      0.37%
DEXTROAMPHETAMINE-AMPHET ER   AMPHETAMINES 1,380 150,301.00$     108.91$      0.95%
NOVOLOG FLEXPEN INSULINS 316 144,762.82$     458.11$      0.22%
COPAXONE IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS 25 141,829.00$     5,673.16$   0.02%
STRATTERA CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC.    597 140,835.91$     235.91$      0.41%
FREESTYLE LITE STRIPS         DIABETES MELLITUS 916 132,431.72$     144.58$      0.63%
SYPRINE HEAVY METAL ANTAGONISTS 6 127,711.92$     21,285.32$ 0.00%
ENBREL DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS  39 126,065.50$     3,232.45$   0.03%
SEROQUEL XR ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 275 125,472.70$     456.26$      0.19%
LATUDA ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 156 116,851.71$     749.05$      0.11%
HUMIRA DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS  40 113,650.29$     2,841.26$   0.03%
LEVEMIR FLEXTOUCH             INSULINS 225 106,840.88$     474.85$      0.15%
HUMALOG INSULINS 209 95,219.14$       455.59$      0.14%
TAMIFLU NEURAMINIDASE INHIBITORS 655 94,774.55$       144.69$      0.45%
INVEGA SUSTENNA ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 52 77,766.56$       1,495.51$   0.04%
SPIRIVA ANTIMUSCARINICS/ANTISPASMODICS          265 75,940.07$       286.57$      0.18%

TOTAL TOP 25 15,441 4,242,299.34$  274.74$      10.63%

Total Rx Claims 145,261
From  10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014
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OTEZLA 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Otezla must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have active psoriatic arthritis or moderate to severe plaque psoriasis.
 Patient must have a specialist involved in therapy.
 Patient must not use Otezla in combination with other biologic therapies.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name Specialist Involved in Therapy 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ OTEZLA

Diagnosis for this Request: History of Failure: Is Otezla being used in combination with other 
biologic therapies? 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



 XTORO 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Xtoro must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be 1 year of age or older
 Patient must have a diagnosis of acute otitis externa (AOE).
 Ciprofloxacin, ciprofloxacin/dexamethasone, ofloxacin, neomycin/polymyxin B/hydrocortisone, and acetic

acid solution does not require a prior authorization.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ XTORO

History of Failure: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



HEMANGEOL 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Hemangeol must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be between 5 weeks and 1 year of age.
 Patient must weigh 2 kg or greater.
 Patient must not have contraindications as listed below:  asthma or a history of bronchospasm, bradycardia

(<80 beats per minute), greater than first-degree heart block, decompensated heart failure, blood pressure 
<50/30 mmHg, or pheochromocytoma.

 Patient must have a diagnosis of proliferating infantile hemangioma requiring systemic therapy.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ HEMANGEOL

Diagnosis: 

Patient’s weight: 

Does patient have ANY 
contraindications to Hemangeol? 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



LEMTRADA 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Lemtrada must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be 17 years of age or older.
 Patient must have a relapsing-remitting form of multiple sclerosis.
 Patient must have a specialist involved in therapy.
 Patient must have a clinical exacerbation, or evidence of worsening on two or more drugs indicated for the

treatment of multiple sclerosis.
 Patient must not use Lemtrada in combination with other immunomodulatory therapies used in the treatment

of multiple sclerosis.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name Specialist Involved in Therapy 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ LEMTRADA

Diagnosis for this Request: History of Failure (2): Is Lemtrada being used in combination with 
other biologic therapies? 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



        AGENTS USED TO TREAT 
IDIOPATHIC PULMONARY FIBROSIS 

    PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for agents used to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis must 
meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have documented diagnosed of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.
 Patient must have a specialist involved in therapy.
 Patient must have forced vital capacity (FVC) ≥ 50% of predicted within prior 60 days.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name Specialist involved in therapy 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ OFEV

□ ESBRIET

Diagnosis: 

FVC: 

Is patient pregnant: 

□ YES

□ NO

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



         
        GLP-1 RECEPTOR AGONISTS 
                        PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 

866-254-0761 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for GLP-1 receptor agonists must meet the following criteria: 
 

 Patient must have a diagnosis of type 2 diabetes mellitus. 
 Patient must fail trial of metformin, sulfonylurea, combination of metformin/sulfonylurea, or a combination of 

metformin and a thiazolidinedione. 
 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name 
 
 

Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 
 
 

Physician Name 
 
 
Physician Medicaid Provider Number 
 
 

Telephone Number Fax Number 
 
 

Address 
 
 

City State Zip Code 
 
 

Requested Drug: 
 
□ BYETTA                   □ TRULICITY 
 
□ BYDUREON             □ VICTOZA 
 
□ TANZEUM 

Diagnosis: 
 
 
Current Hgb A1c: 
 
 
Test Date: 
 
 

Trial:                                Trial: 
 
Start Date:                       Start Date: 
 
 
End Date:                        End Date: 
 
 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the   
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

 
 
 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY  

PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 
 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 
 
 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

Date Received Initials:  
 
 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /                       /        To:                /                /   
 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 
 
 

 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



           TOPICAL THERAPIES FOR 
ONYCHOMYCOSIS 

      PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for topical therapies for onychomycosis must meet the 
following criteria: 

 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of onychomycosis by one of the following: KOH prep test, fungal

culture, or nail biopsy.
 Patient must have a history of failure to ciclopirox, itraconazole, or terbinafine.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ JUBLIA

□ KERYDIN

Diagnosis: Trial: 

Start Date: 

End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



North Dakota Medicaid 
Trends for Prescription Drug Abuse 

Reported by ND Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Bismarck/Mandan: 

Hydrocodone 

Tramadol 

Fentanyl 

Percocet 

Jamestown/Valley City: 

Fentanyl patches 

Oxycodone 

Grand Forks: 

Opiates 

Benzo’s (such as Xanax) 

Amphetamines (such as Adderall) 

Fargo: 

Suboxone (cash only operations) 

Minot: 

Alprazolam 

Lorazepam 

Dextroamphetamine 

Williston: 

Blue Oxy is what we see here. Most of our pill users have graduated to heroin so we don’t see as many 

as we used to.  

Devils Lake: 

Seeing a lot of the opiates: oxycodone, hydrocodone.  Also morphine, fentanyl, and tramadol.  

Dickinson: 

Mostly morphine.  Occasionally Adderall, Fentanyl, and Roxicodone.  



M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Physicians Who Prescribe to Medicaid Patients 

FROM: Brendan K. Joyce, PharmD, Administrator Pharmacy Services 

SUBJECT: Quantity Limits on Immediate Release Opioids 

Under Section 1927 of the Social Security Act and the 2003 Legislative Assembly House Bill 1430, a 
Drug Utilization Review (DUR) Board was formed that monitors for overutilization, incorrect drug 
dosage or duration of drug treatment and clinical abuse/misuse and, as necessary, introduces remedial 
strategies, in order to improve the quality of care and to conserve program funds or personal expenditures. 

The DUR Board, consisting of six physicians, six pharmacists, one consumer advocate, two non-voting 
members of the Department and two Pharmaceutical Representatives has reviewed and supports the 
Department’s plan to implement quantity limits on opioids. This notice provides important details on how 
physicians and patients will continue to access Medicaid pharmaceutical benefits with quantity limits in 
place. There will be a stepwise implementation beginning April 1st, 2015 with full implementation of the 
quantity limit set at 6 per day for each medication listed below by November 1st, 2015. 

You are receiving this notice because Department records indicate that you have prescribed an opioid 
listed below to Medicaid beneficiaries during the past 90 days. Included, you will find documentation on 
how to access the North Dakota NDC Drug Lookup website. This website provides current drug coverage 
information, including access to quantity limit information. 

DIRECTIONS FOR PHYSICIANS 

The quantity limit implementation includes:  

 Hydrocodone /Acetaminophen 5-325mg and 10-325mg
 Hydromorphone 2mg and 4mg
 Oxycodone 5mg, 15mg, and 30mg
 Oxycodone /Acetaminophen 5-325mg and 10-325mg

Note the implementation dates and quantity limits below.  

As the prescribing physician, when you prescribe one of the medications listed above for your 
patient/s, the quantity must not exceed the defined limits or the Department will deny the claim at 
the pharmacy. Please consider options such as splitting tablets, using higher strengths, and using 
extended release products as appropriate.  Extended release product cost information is included to guide 
cost effective decisions. 

For additional information regarding the implementation of quantity limits, please contact Brendan Joyce, 
PharmD, DHS Director of Pharmaceutical Services, at (701) 328-4023. 



Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen 

Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen 5-325mg
Cost: $0.15830 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  10/day 
July 1st, 2015:  8/day 
September 1st, 2015: 6/day 

Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen 10-325mg 
Cost: $0.44210 per tablet April 1st, 2015: 10/day 

July 1st, 2015: 8/day 
September 1st, 2015: 6/day 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  10/day 
July 1st, 2015:  8/day 
November 1st, 2015:  6/day 



Oxycodone 

Oxycodone 5 mg 
Cost: $0.20219 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation:  
April 1st, 2015:  10/day 
July 1st, 2015:  8/day 
September 1st, 2015:  6/day 

Oxycodone 15mg 
Cost: $0.25028 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  8/day 
July 1st, 2015:  6/day 

Oxycodone 30 mg 
Cost: $0.46800 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  12/day 
July 1st, 2015:  10/day 
September 1st, 2015: 8/day 
November 1st, 2015: 6/day 



Oxycodone/Acetaminophen 

Oxycodone/Acetaminophen 5/325mg 
Cost: $0.235 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  10/day 
July 1st, 2015:  8/day 
September 1st, 2015:  6/day 

Oxycodone/Acetaminophen 10/325mg 
Cost: $0.8752 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  10/day 
July 1st, 2015:  8/day 
September 1st, 2015:  6/day 



Hydromorphone 

Hydromorphone 2mg 
Cost: $0.121 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  12/day 
July 1st, 2015:  10/day 
September 1st, 2015:  8/day 
November 1st, 2015:  6/day 

Hydromorphone 4mg 
Cost: $0.207 per tablet 

Schedule of Implementation: 
April 1st, 2015:  8/day 
July 1st, 2015: 6/day 



Long-Acting Opioid Costs 
*Prices are calculated with indicated frequency. Actual cost may vary.

Do NOT Require Prior Authorization 

MS Contin (Twice Daily) 
MS Contin 15mg: $32.84 
MS Contin 30mg: $54.12 
MS Contin 60 mg: $100.50 
MS Contin 100mg: $174.54 
MS Contin 200mg: $327.60 

Require Prior Authorization 

Oxycodone ER (Twice Daily) 
Oxycodone 10mg ER $76.09  
Oxycodone 20mg ER $145.61 
Oxycodone 40mg ER $433.64 
Oxycodone 80mg ER $815.45 

Avinza (Daily) 
Avinza 30mg: $171.89 
Avinza 45mg: $254.87 
Avinza 60mg: $333.79 
Avinza 75mg: $424.77 
Avinza 90mg: $501.88 
Avinza 120mg: $592.16 

Kadian (Daily) 
Kadian 10mg: $189.22 
Kadian 20mg: $129.90 
Kadian 30mg: $141.00 
Kadian 40mg: $303.26 
Kadian 50mg: $232.50 
Kadian 60mg: $277.20 
Kadian 70mg: $530.71 
Kadian 80mg: $368.10 
Kadian 100mg: $460.50 
Kadian 130mg: $988.20 
Kadian 150mg: $1140.16 
Kadian 200mg: $1535.76 

Oxycontin (Twice Daily) 
Oxycontin 10mg: $174.42 
Oxycontin 15mg: $256.79 
Oxycontin 20mg: $325.29 
Oxycontin 30mg: $452.40 
Oxycontin 40mg: $557.10 
Oxycontin 60mg: $804.96 
Oxycontin 80mg: $972.12 

Zyhydro ER (Twice Daily) 
Zohydro ER 10mg: $398.03  
Zohydro ER 15mg: $425.25  
Zohydro ER 20mg: $438.86  
Zohydro ER 30mg: $452.47  
Zohydro ER 40mg: $466.07 
Zohydro ER 50 mg: $486.49 

Hysingla ER (Daily)       
Hysingla ER 20mg: $212.87  
Hysingla ER 30mg: $310.71  
Hysingla ER 40 mg: $418.61 
Hysingla ER 60 mg: $579.64  
Hysingla ER 80 mg: $781.49  
Hysingla ER 100mg: $994.36  
Hysingla ER 120mg: $1101.92 

Morphine Sulfate Tablets ER (Twice Daily) 
Morphine Sulfate ER 15mg: $32.84 
Morphine Sulfate ER 30mg: $54.12 
Morphine Sulfate ER 60mg: $100.50 
Morphine Sulfate ER 100mg: $174.54 
Morphine Sulfate ER 200mg: $327.60 

Fentanyl Patch (Every 3 Days) 
Fentanyl 12mcg/hr: $143.70 
Fentanyl 25mcg/hr: $44.69 
Fentanyl 50mcg/hr: $78.54 
Fentanyl 75mcg/hr: $100.12 
Fentanyl 100mcg/hr: $120.23 

Morphine Sulfate Capsules ER (Daily) 
Morphine Sulfate ER 10mg: $122.66
Morphine Sulfate ER 20mg: $129.90 
Morphine Sulfate ER 30mg: $148.50 
Morphine Sulfate ER 45mg: $220.20 
Morphine Sulfate ER 50mg: $232.50 
Morphine Sulfate ER 60mg: $277.20 
Morphine Sulfate ER 75mg: $367.00 
Morphine Sulfate ER 80mg: $368.10 
Morphine Sulfate ER 90mg: $433.62 
Morphine Sulfate ER 100mg: $460.50 
Morphine Sulfate ER 120mg: $544.63 

Fentanyl Patch (Every 3 Days) 
Fentanyl 37.5mcg/hr: $587.82 
Fentanyl 62.5mcg/hr: $854.15 
Fentanyl 87.5mcg/hr: $1162.94 

Hydromorphone ER (Daily) 
Hydromorphone ER 8mg $365.58 
Hydromorphone ER 12mg $548.36  
Hydromorphone ER 16mg $731.15 
Hydromorphone ER 32mg $1462.30 



REVIEW OF BENZODIAZEPINE USE IN COMBINATION WITH OPIOID PAIN RELIEVERS 

OVERVIEW: 
Benzodiazepines are prescription drugs used to treat anxiety, sleep disorders, and drug/alcohol 
withdrawal symptoms. Benzodiazepines can enhance the effects of drugs, such as narcotic pain 
relievers, when used together. Emergency department and substance abuse treatment data show 
that benzodiazepines and narcotics are commonly used together. Between 2000 and 2010, 
substance abuse treatment admissions for combined benzodiazepines and narcotic pain reliever 
abuse jumped almost 570%‐from 5,032 in 2000 to 33,701 in 2010. These figures come from the 
Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS) Report issued by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA). TEDS describes the people who co‐abuse the two drugs as a 
“high‐need, treatment‐resistant population.” This population reports more severe withdrawal 
symptoms and higher treatment failure rates than people withdrawing from narcotic pain 
medications alone. 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF BENZODIAZEPINE AND NARCOTIC COMBINATION 
ADMISSIONS: 

 Non‐Hispanic White 91.4% 

 Female 49.2% 

 Male 50.8% 

 Unemployed 46.4% 

 Not in labor force 37.0% 

 Not insured 58.7% 

 Age group 18‐34 66.9% 

MANAGEMENT: 

 Drug‐drug edits

 Drug treatment plans

 Prescription drug monitoring reports

 Quantity and duration limits

 Increased awareness between prescribers and patients
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North Dakota Medicaid 

Concomitant Therapy

Narcotics/Benzodiazepines

12/1/14 ‐ 2/1/15

Row Labels ALPRAZOLAM 0.25 MG  ALPRAZOLAM 0.5 MG  ALPRAZOLAM 1 MG  ALPRAZOLAM 2 MG  ALPRAZOLAM ER 1 MG  ALPRAZOLAM ER 2 MG 

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #3 TABLET 2

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #4 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐CODEINE SOLUTION

BUTORPHANOL 10 MG/ML SPRAY

FENTANYL 100 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 12 MCG/HR PATCH 1 2

FENTANYL 25 MCG/HR PATCH 4

FENTANYL 50 MCG/HR PATCH 6

FENTANYL 75 MCG/HR PATCH

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMIN 7.5‐325/15

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPH 7.5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325 19 37 33 5 2

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHN 10‐325 2 23 31 5

HYDROCODONE‐IBUPROFEN 7.5‐200

HYDROMORPHONE 2 MG TABLET 2 2 3

HYDROMORPHONE 4 MG TABLET 3

MEPERIDINE 50 MG TABLET

METHADONE 5 MG/5 ML SOLUTION

METHADONE HCL 10 MG TABLET 3 3

METHADONE HCL 5 MG TABLET 3 1

MORPHINE SULF 100 MG/5 ML SOLN

MORPHINE SULF ER 15 MG TABLET 1 3 1

MORPHINE SULF ER 30 MG TABLET 2

MORPHINE SULFATE ER 30 MG CAP

MORPHINE SULFATE IR 15 MG TAB 2

NUCYNTA 75 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 10 MG TABLET 1 1 9

OXYCODONE HCL 15 MG TABLET 2

OXYCODONE HCL 30 MG TABLET 2 2

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG TABLET 3 15 12 4

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG/5 ML SOLN

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 10‐325 1 6 19 2

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325 3 20 15 2

OXYCONTIN 20 MG TABLET

OXYCONTIN 40 MG TABLET 1 1

OXYMORPHONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL ER 300 MG TABLET 2 2

TRAMADOL HCL 50 MG TABLET 11 23 22 3

TRAMADOL‐ACETAMINOPHN 37.5‐325

ZOHYDRO ER 20 MG CAPSULE 2

Grand Total 43 158 161 21 2 2



North Dakota Medicaid 

Concomitant Therapy

Narcotics/Benzodiazepines

12/1/14 ‐ 2/1/15

Row Labels

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #3 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #4 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐CODEINE SOLUTION

BUTORPHANOL 10 MG/ML SPRAY

FENTANYL 100 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 12 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 25 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 50 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 75 MCG/HR PATCH

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMIN 7.5‐325/15

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPH 7.5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHN 10‐325

HYDROCODONE‐IBUPROFEN 7.5‐200

HYDROMORPHONE 2 MG TABLET

HYDROMORPHONE 4 MG TABLET

MEPERIDINE 50 MG TABLET

METHADONE 5 MG/5 ML SOLUTION

METHADONE HCL 10 MG TABLET

METHADONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULF 100 MG/5 ML SOLN

MORPHINE SULF ER 15 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULF ER 30 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULFATE ER 30 MG CAP

MORPHINE SULFATE IR 15 MG TAB

NUCYNTA 75 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 10 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 15 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 30 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG/5 ML SOLN

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 10‐325

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325

OXYCONTIN 20 MG TABLET

OXYCONTIN 40 MG TABLET

OXYMORPHONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL ER 300 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL HCL 50 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL‐ACETAMINOPHN 37.5‐325

ZOHYDRO ER 20 MG CAPSULE

Grand Total

ALPRAZOLAM ER 3 MG  ALPRAZOLAM XR 1 MG  ALPRAZOLAM XR 2 MG  CHLORDIAZEPOXIDE 25 MG  CLONAZEPAM 0.25 MG ODT CLONAZEPAM 0.5 MG 

6

1

1

2 2 36

24

6

2 6

2

1

3

2

4

10

11

2

1 2 23

4 1 2 2 1 137



North Dakota Medicaid 

Concomitant Therapy

Narcotics/Benzodiazepines

12/1/14 ‐ 2/1/15

Row Labels

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #3 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #4 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐CODEINE SOLUTION

BUTORPHANOL 10 MG/ML SPRAY

FENTANYL 100 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 12 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 25 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 50 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 75 MCG/HR PATCH

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMIN 7.5‐325/15

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPH 7.5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHN 10‐325

HYDROCODONE‐IBUPROFEN 7.5‐200

HYDROMORPHONE 2 MG TABLET

HYDROMORPHONE 4 MG TABLET

MEPERIDINE 50 MG TABLET

METHADONE 5 MG/5 ML SOLUTION

METHADONE HCL 10 MG TABLET

METHADONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULF 100 MG/5 ML SOLN

MORPHINE SULF ER 15 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULF ER 30 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULFATE ER 30 MG CAP

MORPHINE SULFATE IR 15 MG TAB

NUCYNTA 75 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 10 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 15 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 30 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG/5 ML SOLN

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 10‐325

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325

OXYCONTIN 20 MG TABLET

OXYCONTIN 40 MG TABLET

OXYMORPHONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL ER 300 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL HCL 50 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL‐ACETAMINOPHN 37.5‐325

ZOHYDRO ER 20 MG CAPSULE

Grand Total

CLONAZEPAM 1 MG  CLONAZEPAM 2 MG  DIAZEPAM 10 MG  DIAZEPAM 2 MG  DIAZEPAM 5 MG  DIAZEPAM 5 MG/5 ML SOLUTION

3 2

2

1

2 2

2 2 2

1 1 2

2 1 1

30 4 1 30

13 6 9 1 11

2 2 1

2 1 4

2 2

1

8 1

1

2

5 1

2

5 2

3

1 2

12 1 8

2 1

6 8 3 9

12 6 5 1 6

3

1 3

41 1 1 2

3

158 23 40 5 88 2



North Dakota Medicaid 

Concomitant Therapy

Narcotics/Benzodiazepines

12/1/14 ‐ 2/1/15

Row Labels

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #3 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐COD #4 TABLET

ACETAMINOPHEN‐CODEINE SOLUTION

BUTORPHANOL 10 MG/ML SPRAY

FENTANYL 100 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 12 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 25 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 50 MCG/HR PATCH

FENTANYL 75 MCG/HR PATCH

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMIN 7.5‐325/15

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPH 7.5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325

HYDROCODON‐ACETAMINOPHN 10‐325

HYDROCODONE‐IBUPROFEN 7.5‐200

HYDROMORPHONE 2 MG TABLET

HYDROMORPHONE 4 MG TABLET

MEPERIDINE 50 MG TABLET

METHADONE 5 MG/5 ML SOLUTION

METHADONE HCL 10 MG TABLET

METHADONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULF 100 MG/5 ML SOLN

MORPHINE SULF ER 15 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULF ER 30 MG TABLET

MORPHINE SULFATE ER 30 MG CAP

MORPHINE SULFATE IR 15 MG TAB

NUCYNTA 75 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 10 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 15 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 30 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

OXYCODONE HCL 5 MG/5 ML SOLN

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 10‐325

OXYCODONE‐ACETAMINOPHEN 5‐325

OXYCONTIN 20 MG TABLET

OXYCONTIN 40 MG TABLET

OXYMORPHONE HCL 5 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL ER 300 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL HCL 50 MG TABLET

TRAMADOL‐ACETAMINOPHN 37.5‐325

ZOHYDRO ER 20 MG CAPSULE

Grand Total

DIAZEPAM 5 MG/ML ORAL CONC LORAZEPAM 0.5 MG  LORAZEPAM 1 MG LORAZEPAM 2 MG  LORAZEPAM INTENSOL 2 MG/ML Grand Total

9 22

2

1 1 4

5 5

3 3

1 4

2 10

1 1 14

2 2 8

4

1

36 42 3 282

19 31 3 178

1 1 13

2 2 26

5 5 17

1

2 2

5 20

1 5

4 1 6

2 11

1 4

3

2 7 19

2

4 3 25

1 3 9

7

8 8 1 76

3

3 16 2 85

7 21 109

3 6

1 7

2

4

20 24 1 175

1 2 6

2

1 125 190 12 4 1182



North Dakota Medicaid 
Concomitant Therapy 

Narcotics/Benzodiazepines 
12/1/14 – 2/1/15 

Plan for edits to decrease concomitant use of narcotics and benzodiazepines 

Phase 1 

Alprazolam ER = 11 

Clonazepam ODT = 1 

Chlordiazepoxide = 2 

Diazepam 2mg = 5 

Phase 2 

Lorazepam 2mg = 12 

Diazepam 10mg = 40 

Alprazolam 2mg = 21  

Clonazepam 2mg = 23 

Phase 3 

Alprazolam 0.25mg = 43 

Diazepam 5mg = 88 

Phase 4 

Clonazepam 0.5mg = 137 

Clonazepam 1 mg = 158 

Lorazepam 0.5mg = 125 

Lorazepam 1mg = 190 

Alprazolam 0.5mg = 158 

Alprazolam 1mg = 161 



PRODUCT DETAILS OF NEW CHOLESTEROL LOWERING DRUGS 

OVERVIEW: 
PCSK9 inhibitors belong to a new class of cholesterol‐lowering drugs currently undergoing FDA 
review prior to approval. These new agents target and inactivate proprotein convertase subtilisin 
kexin 9 (PCSK9) to lower LDL‐uptake from circulation, and thus reduce hypercholesterolemia and 
associated atherosclerosis. 

In 2013, lipid regulators accounted for 13.6 billion dollars of the annual US prescription drug 
expenditure; the7th highest category. Statins are the most common class of medications used to 
treat patients with high cholesterol. Statins include atorvastatin, simvastatin, pravastatin, 
lovastatin, and rosuvastatin. In addition to being highly effective, they are generally safe and well‐
tolerated for most people. Due to patent expirations in the statin class, the cost for statins has 
dropped dramatically, in recent years. 

COST: 

 Analysts are projecting costs somewhere between $5,000 and $15,000 per year for PCSK9
inhibitors.

 PCSK9 inhibitors could have 5 billion dollars in US sales one year after launch without CV
outcomes information, and around 12 billion dollars in US sales by 2019 if CV outcomes
trials support their use.

 ND Medicaid spent approximately 218 thousand dollars in 2014 for statins. The average cost
per script was 22 dollars.

MANAGEMENT 

New biological drugs, like PCSK9 inhibitors, are rapidly entering the market. It is important to 
monitor this process closely and to have a plan as soon as they appear. While we know that statins 
reduce cholesterol with long‐term effects on cardiovascular disease, the studies required to 
demonstrate long‐term effects with the new agents will take years.  

PCSK9 inhibitors can be managed by step therapy/prior authorization. This will ensure that they are 
used in the patients they are intended for; patients that cannot tolerate the statins or whose 
cholesterol levels remain uncontrolled. 
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           Statins 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

866-254-0761 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed a name-brand statin must first try a generic statin.
*Note:

 Generic statins already on the market do not require a prior authorization

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Medication Failed    Start Date:      Dose: 

  ________________________________      End Date:       Frequency: 

Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



PRODUCT DETAILS OF SKELETAL MUSCLE RELAXANTS 
 
INDICATIONS: 

 

UTILIZATION: 

ND Medicaid Skeletal Muscle Relaxant Utilization 

01/01/14 ‐ 12/31/14 

CARISOPRODOL 350 MG TABLET  301 $2,590.35 

CHLORZOXAZONE 500 MG TABLET  14 $111.07 

CYCLOBENZAPRINE 10 MG TABLET  4231 $28,701.84 

CYCLOBENZAPRINE 5 MG TABLET  428 $2,753.65 

METAXALONE 800 MG TABLET  269 $53,315.26 

METHOCARBAMOL 500 MG TABLET  350 $3,736.76 

METHOCARBAMOL 750 MG TABLET  197 $2,598.36 

TIZANIDINE HCL 2 MG TABLET  85 $910.27 

TIZANIDINE HCL 4 MG CAPSULE  1 $183.77 

TIZANIDINE HCL 4 MG TABLET  1497 $34,387.76 

 2,675 recipients  7373 $129,289.09 
 

MANAGEMENT 

 Quantity limits 

 Carisoprodol annual limits 

 Step therapy 

Drug  Indication 

Baclofen  For the alleviation of signs and symptoms of spasticity resulting 
from multiple sclerosis, particularly for the relief of flexor 
spasms and concomitant pain, clonus, and muscular rigidity.   

 

Carisoprodol, Chlorzoxazone, 
Cyclobenzaprine, Methocarbamol, 
Metaxalone, Orphenadrine 

As an adjunct to rest, physical therapy, and other measures for 
the relief of discomfort associated with acute, painful 
musculoskeletal conditions. 

 

Dantrolene  Controlling the manifestations of clinical spasticity resulting 
from upper motor neuron disorders (e.g., spinal cord injury, 
stroke, cerebral palsy, or multiple sclerosis). 

 

Tizanidine  For the management of spasticity.   

 



References: 

1. Facts & Comparisons eAnswers. 2015 Clinical Drug Information, LLC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CARISOPRODOL PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
866-254-0761 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients using carisoprodol 350mg longer than two times per year (272 tablets) must receive a 
prior authorization.  Cyclobenzaprine, chlorzoxazone, methocarbamol and orphenadrine do not require a prior authorization. 

*Note:
• PA will be approved if recipient is currently taking carisoprodol on a chronic basis and provider is weaning

patient.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ CARISOPRODOL

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 

□ CHRONIC CARISOPRODOL RECIPIENT BEING WEANED (PLEASE
INCLUDE WEANING SCHEDULE)  

Dose Frequency

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



PRODUCT DETAILS OF INJECTABLE ANTICOAGULANTS 

INDICATIONS: 

Drug  Indication 

Fragmin (dalteparin)   Prophylaxis of ischemic complications of unstable angina
and non‐Q‐wave myocardial infarction.

 Prophylaxis of deep vein thrombosis (DVT) in abdominal
surgery, hip replacement surgery, or medical patients with
severely restricted mobility during acute illness.

 Extended treatment of symptomatic venous
thromboembolism (VTE) to reduce the recurrence in
patients with cancer. In these patients, the Fragmin
therapy begins with the initial VTE treatment and
continues for six months.

Lovenox (enoxaparin)   Prophylaxis of DVT in abdominal surgery, hip replacement
surgery, knee replacement surgery, or medical patients
with severely restricted mobility during acute illness.

 Inpatient treatment of acute DVT with or without
pulmonary embolism (PE).

 Outpatient treatment of acute DVT without pulmonary
embolism.

 Prophylaxis of ischemic complications of unstable angina
and non‐Q‐wave myocardial infarction (MI).

 Treatment of acute ST‐segment elevation myocardial
infarction (STEMI) managed medically or with subsequent
percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI).

Arixtra (fondaparinux)    Prophylaxis of VTE for up to one month post‐surgery in
patients undergoing orthopedic surgeries of the lower
limbs such as hip fracture, knee surgery, or hip
replacement surgery.

 Prophylaxis of VTE in patients undergoing abdominal
surgery who are at high risk of thromboembolic
complications, such as patients undergoing abdominal
cancer surgery.

 Treatment of acute DVT and treatment of acute PE.

 Management of unstable angina or non‐ST segment
elevation myocardial infarction (UA/NSTEMI) for the
prevention of death and subsequent myocardial infarction.

 Management of STEMI for the prevention of death and
myocardial reinfarction in patients who are managed with
thrombolytics or who initially are to receive no form of
reperfusion therapy.



UTILIZATION: 

ND Medicaid Injectable Anticoagulants 

01/01/14 ‐ 12/31/14 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

ENOXAPARIN 100 MG/ML SYRINGE  55 $41,480.37 

ENOXAPARIN 120 MG/0.8 ML SYR  40 $39,318.05 

ENOXAPARIN 150 MG/ML SYRINGE  7 $2,291.09 

ENOXAPARIN 30 MG/0.3 ML SYR  10 $1,865.49 

ENOXAPARIN 300 MG/3 ML VIAL  4 $1,163.36 

ENOXAPARIN 40 MG/0.4 ML SYR  106 $18,371.68 

ENOXAPARIN 60 MG/0.6 ML SYR  50 $14,404.59 

ENOXAPARIN 80 MG/0.8 ML SYR  65 $30,717.96 

FONDAPARINUX 10 MG/0.8 ML SYR  1 $2,064.80 

FRAGMIN 5,000 UNITS/0.2 ML SYR  5 $5,310.55 

LOVENOX 30 MG/0.3 ML SYRINGE  1 $90.39 

LOVENOX 300 MG/3 ML VIAL  1 $224.81 

LOVENOX 40 MG/0.4 ML SYRINGE  2 $1,509.52 

LOVENOX 60 MG/0.6 ML SYRINGE  1 $1,506.71 

148 recipients  348 $160,319.37 

MANAGEMENT 

 Quantity limits

 Step therapy

 Prior Authorization for diagnosis



References: 

1. Facts & Comparisons eAnswers. 2015 Clinical Drug Information, LLC.



PRODUCT DETAILS OF AKYNZEO (NETUPITANT/PALONOSETRON) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Akynzeo is a fixed combination of netupitant, a substance P/neurokinin 1 
(NK1) receptor antagonist and palonosetron, a serotonin‐3 (5‐HT3) receptor antagonist indicated for 
the prevention of acute and delayed nausea and vomiting associated with initial and repeat courses 
of cancer chemotherapy, including, but not limited to, highly emetogenic chemotherapy. Oral 
palonosetron prevents nausea and vomiting during the acute phase and netupitant prevents nausea 
and vomiting during both the acute and delayed phase after cancer chemotherapy.  

DOSAGE FORMS: Capsule: 300 mg netupitant/0.5 mg palonosetron. 

ADMINISTRATION: 
 One capsule administered approximately 1 hour prior to the start of chemotherapy.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Hypersensitivity reactions, including anaphylaxis, have been reported in patients receiving

palonosetron with or without known hypersensitivity to other 5‐HT3 receptor antagonists. 
 Serotonin syndrome has been reported with 5‐HT3 receptor antagonists alone but

particularly with concomitant use of serotonergic drugs. 

USE IN SPECIFIC POPULATIONS:  
 Avoid use in patients with severe hepatic impairment.
 Avoid use in patients with severe renal impairment or end‐stage renal disease.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥3%) are headache, 
asthenia, dyspepsia, fatigue, constipation, and erythema. 

DRUG INTERACTIONS: 

 Inhibition of CYP3A4 by netupitant can result in increased plasma concentrations of the
concomitant drug that can last at least 4 days and may last longer after single 
dosage administration of Akynzeo; use with caution. 

 Inducers of CYP3A4 decreased plasma concentrations of netupitant; avoid use.

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 Take with or without food approximately 1 hour prior to the start of chemotherapy.
 Hypersensitivity reactions, including anaphylaxis, have been reported in patients receiving

palonosetron. Seek immediate medical attention if any signs or symptoms of
hypersensitivity reaction occur.

 Seek immediate medical attention if the following symptoms occur: changes in mental
status, autonomic instability, or neuromuscular symptoms.

COST 

 Akynzeo costs approximately $540 dollars per capsule.



References: 

1. Akynzeo [package insert]. Woodcliff Lake, NJ: Eisai Inc., October 2014.



PRODUCT DETAILS OF NUVESSA (METRONIDAZOLE VAGINAL GEL 1.3%) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Nuvessa is a nitroimidazole antimicrobial indicated for the treatment 
of bacterial vaginosis in non‐pregnant women. 

DOSAGE FORMS: Vaginal gel – 65 mg of metronidazole in 6 grams of gel (1.3%) in a prefilled 
applicator. 

ADMINISTRATION:  
 A single‐dose, pre‐filled disposable applicator administered once intravaginally at

bedtime. 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Convulsive seizures and peripheral neuropathy have been reported in patients treated

with oral or intravenous metronidazole. Discontinue promptly if abnormal neurologic 
signs develop. 

 Metronidazole may interfere with certain serum chemistry lab values.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥ 1%) were vulvovaginal 
candidiasis, headache, vulvovaginal pruritus, nausea, diarrhea, and dysmenorrhea. 

DRUG INTERACTIONS: 

 Prolonged anticoagulant effects of warfarin and other coumarin anticoagulants have
been reported with co‐administration of oral metronidazole. 

 Elevated plasma lithium concentrations have been reported with oral metronidazole.

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 Do not consume alcoholic beverages and preparations containing ethanol or propylene

glycol during and for at least 24 hours after treatment. 
 Do not use if disulfiram has been used within the last two weeks, and inform the

healthcare provider if taking oral anticoagulants or lithium. 
 Do not engage in vaginal intercourse, or use other vaginal products, following the single

administration. 
 Consider discontinuing milk feeding or pump and discard the milk during treatment and

for 24 hours after treatment. 
 Discontinue use and consult a healthcare provider if vaginal irritation occurs.

COST 

 Nuvessa 1.3% costs approximately $165 per treatment.



References: 

1. Nuvessa [package insert]. Parsippany, NJ: Actavis Pharma, Inc.; January 2015.



PRODUCT DETAILS OF CHOLBAM (CHOLIC ACID) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Cholbam is a bile acid indicated for treatment of bile acid synthesis 
disorders due to single enzyme defects as well as adjunctive treatment of peroxisomal 
disorders (PDs) including Zellweger spectrum disorders in patients who exhibit 
manifestations of liver disease, steatorrhea, or complications from decreased fat-soluble 
vitamin absorption.  
DOSAGE FORMS: Capsules: 50 mg, 250 mg. 

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Take with food. Do not chew or crush the capsules.
 The recommended dosage is 10 to 15 mg/kg once daily or in two divided doses, in

pediatric patients and adults.
 The recommended dosage in patients with concomitant familial hypertriglyceridemia is

11 to 17 mg/kg once daily or in two divided doses and is adjusted based on clinical
response.

 Monitor AST, ALT, GGT, alkaline phosphatase, bilirubin, and INR every month for the
first 3 months, every 3 months for the next 9 months, every 6 months during the next
three years and annually thereafter. Administer the lowest dose that effectively
maintains liver function.

 Discontinue Cholbam if liver function does not improve within 3 months of starting
treatment, if complete biliary obstruction develops, or if there are persistent clinical or
laboratory indicators of worsening liver function or cholestasis; continue to monitor
liver function and consider restarting a lower dose when parameters return to baseline.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Monitor liver function and discontinue if liver function worsens while on treatment.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions, occurring in ≥ 1%, are diarrhea, 
reflux esophagitis, malaise, jaundice, skin lesion, nausea, abdominal pain, intestinal polyp, 
urinary tract infection, and peripheral neuropathy. 

DRUG INTERACTIONS: 

 Bile salt efflux pump (BSEP) inhibitors (e.g., cyclosporine): Avoid concomitant use; if
concomitant use is necessary, monitor serum transaminases and bilirubin. 

 Bile acid resins and aluminum‐based antacids: Take at least one hour before or 4 to 6
hours after a bile acid binding resin or aluminum‐based antacids. 

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 Undergo laboratory testing periodically while on treatment to assess liver function.
 Cholbam may worsen liver impairment therefore immediately report any symptoms

associated with liver impairment (e.g., skin or whites of the eyes turn yellow, urine turns 
dark or brown, pain on the right side of stomach, bleeding or bruising occurring more 
easily than normal, or increased lethargy).



COST 

 Cholbam 250 mg approximately $890 per capsule.

 Cholbam 50 mg approximately $300 per capsule.



References: 

1. Cholbam [package insert]. San Diego, CA: Manchester Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; March
2015. 



NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 
RETROSPECTIVE DRUG UTILIZATION REVIEW 

CRITERIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
2ND QUARTER 2015 

Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

1. Dabigatran 150 mg / P-gp Inhibitors / CKD Stage 3 ________    ________    
Alert Message:  In patients with moderate renal impairment (CrCl 30-50 mL/min) consider  
reducing the dose of Pradaxa (dabigatran) to 75 mg twice daily when administered  
concomitantly with the P-gp inhibitor dronedarone or ketoconazole.  Concurrent use of  
dabigatran with one of these agents in patients with moderate renal impairment is expected 
to produce increased dabigatran exposure greater than that seen with either factor (P-gp  
inhibition or renal impairment) alone. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B  Util C (Include) 
Dabigatran 150mg Dronedarone CKD Stage 3 

Ketoconazole
References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 

2. Dabigatran / P-gp Inhibitors / CKD Stage 4 & 5 ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Pradaxa (dabigatran) and a P-gp inhibitor in patients  
with severe renal impairment (CrCl 15-30 mL/min) should be avoided.  P-gp inhibition and  
impaired renal function are the major independent factors that result in increased dabigatran  
exposure.  Concomitant use of dabigatran with a P-gp inhibitor in patients with severe renal  
impairment is expected to produce increased dabigatran exposure greater than that seen  
with either factor alone. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C (Include) 
Dabigatran Dronedarone CKD Stage 4 & 5 

Ketoconazole
Itraconazole
Verapamil
Diltiazem
Amiodarone
Quinidine
Clarithromycin
Erythromycin
Ticagrelor
Ritonavir
Cyclosporine
Cobicistat
Nicardipine 
Felodipine 
Tacrolimus 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
FDA: Drug Development and Drug Interactions: Tables of Substrates, Inhibitors and Inducers. Available        
at:  
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/DevelopmentResources/Drug InteractionaLabeling/ucm093664.htm  



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
3. Namzaric / Nonadherence        ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Namzaric  
(memantine ER/donepezil).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result  
in sub-therapeutic effects, which may lead to decreased outcomes and additional healthcare  
costs. 
  
Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A    Util B  Util C 
Memantine ER/Donepezil 
 
References: 
Osterberg L, Blaschke T. Adherence to Medication. N Eng Jrnl Med. 2005;353:487-97. 
Arlt S, Lindner R, Rosler A, et al., Adherence to Medication in Patients with Dementia, Predictors and Strategies for 
Improvement. Drugs Aging 2008;25(12):1033-1047. 
Iuga AO, McGuire MJ. Adherence and Health Care Costs. Risk Manag Healthc Policy. 2014 Feb 20;7:35-44. 
 
 
 
4.  Amphetamine Sulfate / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Evekeo (amphetamine sulfate) may be over-utilized.  The usual dosing  
range for amphetamine sulfate for the treatment of narcolepsy is 5 to 60 mg per day  
in divided doses (intervals of 4 to 6 hours) depending on individual patient response.  
Doses exceeding the recommended range may increase the risk of adverse effects. 
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Amphetamine   Narcolepsy 
 
Max Dose: 60 mg/day 
 
References: 
Evekeo Prescribing Information, May 2014, Arbor Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
5.  Amphetamine Sulfate / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Evekeo (amphetamine sulfate) may be over-utilized.  The usual dosing  
range for amphetamine sulfate for the treatment of obesity is 5 to 30 mg per day in  
divided doses, 30 to 60 minutes before meals.  Doses exceeding the recommended  
range may increase the risk of adverse effects. 
  
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Amphetamine   Obesity   
 
Max Dose:  30 mg/day 
 
References: 
Evekeo Prescribing Information, May 2014, Arbor Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
  



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
6.  Amphetamine Sulfate / Obesity ≤ 11 yoa      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Evekeo (amphetamine sulfate) is not recommended for use as an anorectic  
agent in children under 12 years of age.        
  
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negate) 
Amphetamine Obesity  ADHD/ADD 
    Narcolepsy 
Age Range: 0-11 yoa 
 
References: 
Evekeo Prescribing Information, May 2014, Arbor Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
7.  Tramadol - All / Certain CYP3A4 Inhibitors      ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of a tramadol-containing agent with a CYP3A4 inhibitor  
may result in increased tramadol plasma concentrations and risk of tramadol-related  
adverse effects (e.g., respiratory depression, sedation or serotonin syndrome) due to 
inhibition of tramadol CYP3A4-mediated metabolism.  Monitor patient for therapeutic  
and adverse effects and adjust tramadol dose if necessary. 
 
Conflict Code: DD – Drug/Drug Interactions 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B         Util C 
Tramadol     Nefazodone  
Tramadol/APAP     Ketoconazole  
   Itraconazole  
   Posaconazole  
   Voriconazole  
   Clarithromycin  
   Telithromycin  
   Erythromycin  
   Boceprevir  
   Telaprevir  
References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
  
 
8.  Tramadol - All / CYP2D6 Inhibitors       ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of a tramadol-containing agent with a CYP2D6 inhibitor 
may decrease the metabolism of tramadol to its M1 active metabolite leading to decreased  
analgesic effects and possible increased tramadol (parent drug) plasma concentrations.   
The patient may be at increased risk of adverse effects (e.g., respiratory depression,  
sedation or serotonin syndrome) due to elevated parent drug levels.  Monitor patient for  
therapeutic and adverse effects and adjust tramadol dose if necessary.  
 
Conflict Code: DD – Drug/Drug Interactions 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B         Util C 
Tramadol     Quinidine  
Tramadol/APAP  Propafenone 
 
References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
  



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
9.  Tramadol – All / Dual CYP 3A4 & 2D6 Inhibitors     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of a tramadol-containing agent with a drug that inhibits both 
CYP3A4 and 2D6 mediated metabolism may result in elevated tramadol plasma  
concentrations and decreased levels of the tramadol active metabolite (M1).  Clinical  
monitoring for tramadol therapeutic and adverse effects (e.g., serotonin syndrome and  
seizures) is recommended and tramadol dosage reduction may be required. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Tramadol  Ritonavir 
Tramadol/APAP  Delavirdine 
   Ranolazine  
   Imatinib 
   Amiodarone 
References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
 
 
10.  Mitigare / Dual CYP3A4 & P-pg Inhibitors     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Mitigare (colchicine capsules) with drugs that  
inhibit both P-gp and CYP3A4 is contraindicated in patients with renal or hepatic impairment. 
Combining these dual inhibitors with colchicine in patients with renal or hepatic impairment  
has resulted in life-threatening or fatal colchicine toxicity. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Colchicine Amiodarone  

Ranolazine 
  Dronedarone 
  Verapamil 
  Diltiazem  
  Felodipine 
  Cobicistat 
  Nilotinib 
  Erythromycin 
  Clarithromycin 
  Ketoconazole 
  Itraconazole 
  Saquinavir 
  Ritonavir 
  Nelfinavir 
  Boceprevir 
  Telaprevir 
References: 
Mitigare Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Hikma Americas, Inc. 
  



Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

11. Beclomethasone 40 mcg / Overutilization ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Children’s QNASL (beclomethasone nasal aerosol) may be over-utilized.   
The manufacturer’s recommended dose of beclomethasone nasal aerosol is 80 mcg per  
day administered as 1 actuation in each nostril once daily (maximum  2 actuations per day). 

Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C
Beclomethasone 40 mcg 

Max Dose: 80 mcg/day (1 canister per month – 60 actuations)  

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

12. Beclomethasone 40 mcg / Therapeutic Appropriateness 0-3 yoa ________    ________    
Alert Message:  The safety and effectiveness of Children’s QNASL (beclomethasone nasal  
aerosol) in children less than 4 years of age have not been established.   

Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C
Beclomethasone 40 mcg 

Age Range: 0-3 yoa 

References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

13. Umeclidinium / Overutilization ________    ________    
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended dose of Incruse Ellipta (umeclidinium) 
is 1 inhalation (62.5 mcg) once daily by orally inhaled route only.   

Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Umeclidinium  

Max Dose: umeclidinium 62.5mcg per day 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Incruse Ellipta Prescribing Information, 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 

14. Umeclidinium / Therapeutic Appropriateness (Age 0-18 yoa) ________    ________      
Alert Message:  The safety and efficacy of Incruse Ellipta (umeclidinium) in pediatric  
patients have not been established. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Umeclidinium  

Age Range: 0-18 yoa 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Incruse Ellipta Prescribing Information, 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 



Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

15. Umeclidinium / Narrow Angle Glaucoma ________    ________      
Alert Message:  Incruse Ellipta (umeclidinium) should be used with caution in patients with  
narrow-angle glaucoma.  Umeclidinium is an anticholinergic agent and its use in this patient  
population can worsen the condition.  

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Include) 
Umeclidinium Narrow Angle Glaucoma

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Incruse Ellipta Prescribing Information, 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 

16. Umeclidinium / Urinary Retention ________    ________      
Alert Message:  Incruse Ellipta (umeclidinium) should be used with caution in patients  
with urinary retention.  Umeclidinium is an anticholinergic agent and its use can worsen  
urinary retention, especially in patients with prostatic hyperplasia or bladder neck obstruction. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C 
Umeclidinium  Urinary Retention 

Bladder Neck Obstruction
Prostatic Hyperplasia

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Incruse Ellipta Prescribing Information, 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 

17. Umeclidinium / Other Anticholinergics ________    ________    
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Incruse Ellipta (umeclidinium) with anticholinergic  
agents should be avoided.  Umeclidinium is an anticholinergic agent and concomitant use  
with other anticholinergics may lead to an increase in anticholinergic adverse effects.  

Conflict Code: DD- Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C
Umeclidinium Trihexyphenidyl 

Benztropine
Orphenadrine
Darifenacin
Fesoterodine
Flavoxate
Oxybutynin
Solifenacin
Tolterodine
Trospium
Hyoscyamine
Scopolamine
Propantheline
Glycopyrrolate
Mepenzolate
Methscopolamine
Dicyclomine

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
Incruse Ellipta Prescribing Information, 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 



Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

18. Umeclidinium / Nonadherence ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Incruse Ellipta 
(umeclidinium).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in sub-therapeutic 
effects, which may lead to decreased outcomes and additional healthcare costs. 

Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Umeclidinium  

References: 
Incruse Ellipta Prescribing Information, 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 
van Boven JF, Chavannes NH, van der Molen T, et al. Clinical and Economic Impact of Non-adherence in COPD: A 
Systematic Review. Respir Med. 2014 Jan;108(1):103-113. 
Restrepo RD, Alvarez MT, Wittnebel LD, et al., Medication Adherence Issues in Patients Treated for COPD. 
International Journal of COPD. 2008;3(3):371-384. 
Simoni-Wastila L, Wei Y, Qian J, et al., Association of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Maintenance 
Medication Adherence With All-Cause Hospitalization and Spending in a Medicare Population. Am Jrnl Geriatr 
Pharmacother. 2012 Jun;10(3):201-210. 
Lareau SC, Yawn BP. Improving Adherence with Inhaler Therapy in COPD. International Journal COPD. 2010 Nov 
24;5:401-406. 

19. Fluticasone Inhalation / Therapeutic Appropriateness ________    ________    
Alert Message:  The safety and efficacy of Arnuity Ellipta (fluticasone inhalation) in pediatric  
patients younger than 12 years of have not been established. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Util A    Util B Util C 
Fluticasone Inhaled Powder 

Age Range: 0 – 11 yoa 

References: 
Arnuity Ellipta Prescribing Information, August 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 

20. Fluticasone Inhalation / Overutilization ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Arnuity Ellipta (fluticasone inhalation) may be over-utilized.  The 
manufacturer recommended maximum dose is 200 mcg once daily.  If a dosage regimen of 
fluticasone  inhalation fails to provide adequate control of asthma, the therapeutic regimen 
should be  re-evaluated and additional therapeutic options should be considered according to 
asthma  guidelines. 

Conflict Code:  ER – Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C 
Fluticasone Inhaled Powder 

Max Dose: 30 Blister packs/month 

References: 
Arnuity Ellipta Prescribing Information, August 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 



Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

21. Fluticasone Inhalation / Therapeutic Appropriateness ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Arnuity Ellipta (fluticasone inhalation) should be used with caution in  
patients with moderate to severe hepatic impairment.  In clinical studies fluticasone  
furoate systemic exposure increased by up to 3-fold in subjects with hepatic impairment  
when compared with healthy subjects. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Util A    Util B  Util C (Include) 
Fluticasone Inhaled Powder Hepatic Impairment 

References: 
Arnuity Ellipta Prescribing Information, August 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 

22. Fluticasone Inhalation / Strong CYP3A4 Inhibitors ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when co-administering Arnuity Ellipta  
(fluticasone inhalation) with long-term ketoconazole or other know strong CYP3A4 inhibitors  
due to risk of increased systemic corticosteroid adverse effects.  Fluticasone is a CYP3A4  
substrate and inhibition of CYP3A4-mediated metabolism may result in elevated fluticasone  
exposure.    

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interactions 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A Util B Util C 
Fluticasone Inhaled Powder Nefazodone Ketoconazole 

Clarithromycin Itraconazole
Telithromycin Posaconazole
Saquinavir Voriconazole
Ritonavir Boceprevir
Nelfinavir Telaprevir
Indinavir

References: 
Arnuity Ellipta Prescribing Information, August 2014, GlaxoSmithKline. 
FDA US Food and Drug Administration: Drug Development and Drug Interactions: Table of Substrates, Inhibitors and 
Inducers.  Available at: 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/DevelopmentResources/DrugInteractionsLabeling/ucm0936
64.htm  

23. Empagliflozin/Linagliptin / Nonadherence ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Glyxambi  
(empagliflozin/linagliptin).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in 
sub-therapeutic effects, which may lead to decreased patient outcomes and additional  
healthcare costs. 

Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Empagliflozin/Linagliptin 

References: 
Osterberg L, Blaschke T. Adherence to Medication. N Engl J Med 2005;353:487-97. 
Ho PM, Rumsfeld JS, Masoudi FA, et al., Effect of Medication Nonadherence in Diabetes Mellitus. Cardiology 
Review, April 2007. 
Currie CJ, Peyrot M, Morgan CL, et al. The Impact of Treatment Noncompliance on Mortality in People With Type 2 
Diabetes. Diabetes Care 35:1279-1284, June 2012. 



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
24.  Empagliflozin/Linagliptin / Overutilization      ________    ________      
Alert Message:  Glyxambi (empagliflozin/linagliptin) may be over-utilized.  The manufacturer’s  
recommended dose of the combination agent is empagliflozin 10 mg/ linagliptin 5mg once  
daily in the morning.  Patients tolerating this dose may be increased to a maximum of  
25 mg/5 mg once daily.  
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Empagliflozin/Linagliptin 
 
Max Dose: 25mg/5mg per day 
 
References: 
Glyxambi Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.   
 
 
 
25.  Empagliflozin/Linagliptin / Mild to Moderate Renal Impairment   ________    ________      
Alert Message:  Assessment of renal function is recommended prior to initiation of  
Glyxambi (empagliflozin/linagliptin) and periodically thereafter.  No dosage adjustment is  
needed in patients with an eGFR greater than or equal to 45 mL/min/1.73m2.    
Empagliflozin/linagliptin should not be initiated in patients with an eGFR less than  
45 mL/min/1.73m2 and should be discontinued if eGFR is persistently less than  
45 mL/min/1.73m2. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Include)  
Empagliflozin/Linagliptin   CKD Stage 1 
     CKD Stage 2 
     CKD Stage 3 
References: 
Glyxambi Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  . 
 
 
 
 
26.  Empagliflozin/Linagliptin / Severe Renal Impairment, ESRD & Dialysis   ________    ________      
Alert Message:  Glyxambi (empagliflozin/linagliptin) use is contraindicated in patients with  
severe renal impairment, end-stage renal disease, or receiving dialysis.   Based on its  
mechanism of action, inhibition of SGLT2 in the proximal renal tubules, the empagliflozin  
component of the combination product is not expected to be effective in these patients. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Include)  
Empagliflozin/Linagliptin   ESRD  
     CKD Stage 4 & 5 

Dialysis 
References: 
Glyxambi Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.   
 
 
 
  



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
27.  Empagliflozin/Linagliptin / Therapeutic Appropriateness   ________    ________      
Alert Message:  Safety and effectiveness of Glyxambi (empagliflozin/linagliptin) in pediatric  
patients under 18 years of age have not been established 
 
Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Empagliflozin/Linagliptin 
 
Age Range: 0-17 yoa 
 
References: 
Glyxambi Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
28.  Empagliflozin/Linagliptin / Insulin & Sulfonylureas     ________    ________      
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Glyxambi (empagliflozin/linagliptin) with insulin or  
an insulin secretagogue can increase the risk of hypoglycemia.  A lower dose of insulin or  
insulin secretagogue may be required to minimize the risk of hypoglycemia when used in  
combination with empagliflozin/linagliptin.  
 
Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Empagliflozin/Linagliptin Insulins 
   Chlorpropamide 
   Glimepiride 
   Glipizide 
   Glyburide 
   Tolazamide 
   Tolbutamide 
 
References: 
Glyxambi Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
29.  Amiodarone / Sofosbuvir / Simeprevir      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of amiodarone with Sovaldi (sofosbuvir) in combination with  
another direct acting antiviral (DAA) is not recommended.  There have been postmarketing  
reports of serious and life-threatening cases of symptomatic bradycardia when these antiviral  
agents are co-administered with amiodarone.  Patients taking amiodarone who have no other  
viable treatment options other than sofosbuvir with a DAA should be counseled about the risk  
of serious bradycardia and have cardiac monitoring conducted according to manufacturer's  
recommendations. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Amiodarone Sofosbuvir Simeprevir 
   
References: 
Sovaldi Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015, Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
  



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
30.  Amiodarone / Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of amiodarone with Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) is not  
recommended.  There have been postmarketing reports of symptomatic bradycardia, as  
well as fatal cardiac arrest, when ledipasvir/sofosbuvir is coadministered with amiodarone.   
Patients taking amiodarone who have no other viable treatment options other than  
ledipasvir/sofosbuvir should be counseled about the risk of serious bradycardia and have  
cardiac monitoring conducted according to manufacturer's recommendations. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C 
Amiodarone Ledipasvir/sofosbuvir 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015, Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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Pioneer Room 
State Capitol      



North Dakota Medicaid 
DUR Board Meeting Agenda 

Pioneer Room 
State Capitol 

600 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 

September 2, 2015 
1pm 

 
 
 

1. Administrative items 
 Travel vouchers 

 
2. Old business 

 Review and approval of minutes of  06/15 meeting      
 Budget update          
 Review top 15 therapeutic categories/top 25 drugs      
 Second review cholesterol lowering drugs 
 Second review of injectable anticoagulants 
 Second review of Akynzeo 
 Second review of Nuvessa 
 Second review of Cholbam 
 Update on drugs added to > $3,000 prior authorization (Natpara)     

          
3. New business 

 Sanford Health Plan expansion update 
 Prior authorization updates on current drugs/classes 
 Review of Movantik (naloxegol)  
 Review of Marinol (dronabinol) 
 Review of skin pigment products (hydroquinone) 
 Review of inhaled corticosteroid/long-acting beta-2 adrenergic agonist combination products 

(budesonide/formoterol, fluticasone/vilanterol, fluticasone/salmeterol, mometasone/formoterol)   
 Review of medications used to treat irritable bowel syndrome (eluxadoline, linaclotide, 

lubiprostone) 
 Review of medications used to treat ulcerative colitis (balsalazide, mesalamine, olsalazine, 

sulfasalazine) 
 Review of sodium-glucose co-transporter 2 inhibitors (canagliflozin, dapagliflozin, empagliflozin) 
 Review of immediate release oxycodone 
 Review of immediate release narcotics used in conjunction with immediate release narcotic 

combinations 
 Review of inhaled anti-infectives for cystic fibrosis (tobramycin, aztreonam) 
 Review of leukotriene modifiers (montelukast, zafirlukast, zileuton)  
 Gabapentin update 
 Criteria recommendations                
 Upcoming meeting date/agenda        

 
4. Adjourn                

 
Please remember to silence all cellular phones during the meeting.  
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Drug Utilization Review (DUR) Meeting Minutes 
June 3, 2015 

 
Members Present:  John Savageau, Russ Sobotta, Tanya Schmidt, Laura Schield, Katie Kram, 
Wendy Brown, Michael Quast, Leann Ness 
 
Members Absent: James Carlson, Steve Irsfeld, Jeffrey Hostetter, Carlotta McCleary, Michael 
Booth, Peter Woodrow 
 
Medicaid Pharmacy Department: Brendan Joyce, Gary Betting, Alexi Murphy 
 
J. Savageau called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Chair J. Savageau asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes of the March meeting. W. Brown moved that the minutes be approved, and 
L. Schield seconded the motion. Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote to approve the minutes. 
The motion passed with no audible dissent.  
 
DUR Board member terms: 
B. Joyce acknowledged J. Savageau and L. Ness and their work on the ND DUR Board. This 
meeting will be their last, due to term limits. J. Savageau made a motion to nominate W. Brown 
to serve as the new DUR Board chair. L. Schield seconded the motion. The motion passed with 
no audible consent. 
 
Department update: 
B. Joyce introduced the new pharmacist working in his department, Alexi Murphy. A. Murphy 
was hired to oversee the e-PA initiative. The e-PA program will go live in the 3rd quarter, 2015. 
 
The new bill regarding Medication Therapy Management (MTM) passed and will start January, 
2016. The MTM program will be used to manage many disease states, including patients with 
Hepatitis C. 
 
SB2043 addressing supplemental rebates was approved. This bill allows the department to 
negotiate additional rebates from drug manufacturers and join a multi-state supplemental drug 
rebate pool. The addition of supplemental rebates will help with the rapidly-increasing drug spend 
in large part due to specialty medications. The DUR Board will continue to be involved in the 
drug/class reviews to aid in this process. 
 
Second reviews 
A motion and second were made at the March meeting to place Otezla, Xtoro, Hemangeol, 
Lemtrada, idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis agents, GLP-1 receptor agonist agents, and topical 
therapies for onychomycosis on prior authorization. The topics were brought up for a second 
review. K. Bergstresser, representing Celgene spoke regarding Otezla. The motion passed with no 
audible dissent. 
 
Plan for implementation/changes to narcotic quantity limit 
B. Joyce presented information provided by the ND Bureau of Criminal Investigation showing 
issues that are faced by the agency in Bismarck/Mandan, Jamestown/Valley City, Grand Forks, 
Fargo, Minot, Williston, Devils Lake and Dickinson. B. Joyce reviewed edits that will be 
implemented. The board agreed with the edits. 
 
Concurrent use of narcotics and benzodiazepines 
A. Murphy presented data showing patients taking concomitant therapy with benzodiazepines and 
narcotics. A. Murphy reviewed a suggested plan for drug-drug edits that will be implemented 
over 4 phases. The board recommended a quality improvement effort (handouts, education) and 
to implement quantity limits on the benzodiazepines. 
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Cholesterol lowering drugs review 
B. Joyce reviewed cholesterol lowering drugs (including the PCSK9 inhibitors) with the board. A 
motion was made by L. Schield to place the new agents coming to market on prior authorization 
with a failure of statins. T. Schmidt seconded the motion. There was no public comment. This 
topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Muscle relaxant review 
A. Murphy reviewed muscle relaxant information with the board. A motion was made by M. 
Quast to allow the department to prior authorize carisoprodol and manage the muscle relaxant 
class as a whole. The motion was seconded by K. Kram. There was no public comment. This 
topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Injectable anticoagulants review 
B. Joyce reviewed injectable anticoagulants. This is the first class the board will review for 
supplemental rebates. A motion was made by M. Quast to allow the department to manage the 
class of injectable anticoagulants through prior authorization. The motion was seconded by J. 
Savageau. There was no public comment. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Akynzeo review 
B. Joyce reviewed Akynzeo with the board. K. Kram made a motion to place Akynzeo on prior 
authorization. M. Quast seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Nuvessa review 
B. Joyce reviewed Nuvessa with the board. There was no public comment. K. Kram made a 
motion to place Nuvessa on prior authorization. T. Schmidt seconded the motion. This topic will 
be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Cholbam review 
B. Joyce reviewed Cholbam with the board. There was no public comment. L. Schield made a 
motion to place Cholbam on prior authorization. K. Kram seconded the motion. This topic will be 
reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Criteria recommendations 
The recommended RDUR criteria enclosed in the packet were developed from product 
information provided by the manufacturers and are usually consistent with new indications, new 
drugs added, new warnings, etc. These proposed criteria will be added to the current set of criteria 
and will be used in future DUR cycles. K. Kram moved to approve the new criteria and T. 
Schmidt seconded the motion. Chair J. Savageau called for a voice vote. The motion passed with 
no audible dissent. 
 
The next DUR Board meeting will be held September 2 in Bismarck. L. Schield made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. W. Brown seconded. The motion passed with no audible dissent. J. 
Savageau adjourned the meeting. 
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 15 THERAPEUTIC CLASSES BY TOTAL COST OF CLAIMS FROM  01/01/2015 - 03/31/2015

AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 5,979 1,542,405.91$      257.97$         4.04%
INSULINS 1,681 780,547.77$         464.34$         1.14%
RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS 5,398 686,154.10$         127.11$         3.65%
ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,187 683,226.41$         83.45$           5.53%
CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT) 2,023 543,460.46$         268.64$         1.37%
AMPHETAMINES 4,016 492,007.94$         122.51$         2.71%
IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS 71 409,940.87$         5,773.82$      0.05%
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC. 1,536 352,652.20$         229.59$         1.04%
DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS 103 285,848.54$         2,775.23$      0.07%
OPIATE AGONISTS 8,620 267,550.54$         31.04$           5.82%
BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 4,559 267,105.78$         58.59$           3.08%
ANTIDEPRESSANTS 13,726 261,923.20$         19.08$           9.27%
HEMOSTATICS 22 193,898.38$         8,813.56$      0.01%
DIABETES MELLITUS 1,001 144,888.71$         144.74$         0.68%
NEURAMINIDASE INHIBITORS 860 130,057.68$         151.23$         0.58%

Total Top 15 57,782 7,041,668.49$      121.87$         39.04%

Total Rx Claims 148,008
From  01/01/2015 - 03/31/2015

Top 15 Therapeutic Classes
Based on Total Cost of Claims

$-

$250,000.00 

$500,000.00 

$750,000.00 

$1,000,000.00 

$1,250,000.00 

$1,500,000.00 

$1,750,000.00 

C
la

im
s 

Pa
id

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 5



Health Information NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 07/21/2015
Designs, Inc. Cost Management Analysis

TOP 25 DRUGS BASED ON NUMBER OF CLAIMS FROM 01/01/2015 - 03/31/2015

Drug AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

AMOXICILLIN                   PENICILLINS                             4,255 44,635.15$       10.49$    2.87%
HYDROCODONE-ACETAMINOPHEN     OPIATE AGONISTS                         3,416 68,607.60$       20.08$    2.31%
AZITHROMYCIN                  MACROLIDES                              2,942 54,762.98$       18.61$    1.99%
OMEPRAZOLE                    PROTON-PUMP INHIBITORS                  2,788 31,079.66$       11.15$    1.88%
PROVENTIL HFA                 BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS                2,580 181,180.86$     70.23$    1.74%
METHYLPHENIDATE ER            RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS          2,146 347,177.56$     161.78$  1.45%
GABAPENTIN                    ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS          2,126 64,805.47$       30.48$    1.44%
SERTRALINE HCL                ANTIDEPRESSANTS                         2,055 19,731.54$       9.60$      1.39%
LEVOTHYROXINE SODIUM          THYROID AGENTS                          1,908 31,911.90$       16.73$    1.29%
FLUOXETINE HCL                ANTIDEPRESSANTS                         1,828 12,255.13$       6.70$      1.24%
AMOX TR-POTASSIUM CLAVULANATE PENICILLINS                             1,799 45,563.25$       25.33$    1.22%
LISINOPRIL                    ANGIOTENSIN-CONVERTING ENZYME INHIBITORS 1,753 12,647.74$       7.21$      1.18%
MONTELUKAST SODIUM            LEUKOTRIENE MODIFIERS                   1,746 33,502.63$       19.19$    1.18%
TRAZODONE HCL                 ANTIDEPRESSANTS                         1,701 12,144.46$       7.14$      1.15%
ALBUTEROL SULFATE             BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS                1,659 36,765.13$       22.16$    1.12%
CEFDINIR                      CEPHALOSPORINS                          1,595 68,357.52$       42.86$    1.08%
CLONIDINE HCL                 CENTRAL ALPHA-AGONISTS                  1,488 11,710.78$       7.87$      1.01%
VYVANSE                       AMPHETAMINES                            1,465 259,880.54$     177.39$  0.99%
DEXTROAMPHETAMINE-AMPHET ER   AMPHETAMINES                            1,427 151,061.50$     105.86$  0.96%
TRAMADOL HCL                  OPIATE AGONISTS                         1,369 11,579.21$       8.46$      0.92%
METHYLPHENIDATE HCL           RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS          1,357 67,397.03$       49.67$    0.92%
OXYCODONE-ACETAMINOPHEN       OPIATE AGONISTS                         1,329 45,730.95$       34.41$    0.90%
METFORMIN HCL                 BIGUANIDES                              1,301 10,561.62$       8.12$      0.88%
BUPROPION XL                  ANTIDEPRESSANTS                         1,286 28,802.58$       22.40$    0.87%
QUETIAPINE FUMARATE           ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS                    1,265 20,089.11$       15.88$    0.85%

TOTAL TOP 25 48,584 1,671,941.90$  34.41$    32.83%

Total Rx Claims 148,008
From  01/01/2015 - 03/31/2015

Top 10 Drugs 
Based on Number of Claims

AMOXICILLIN     
17%

HYDROCODONE-
ACETAMINOPHEN     

13%

AZITHROMYCIN     
11%

OMEPRAZOLE     
11%

PROVENTIL HFA     
10%

METHYLPHENIDATE ER     
8%

GABAPENTIN     
8%

SERTRALINE HCL     
8%

LEVOTHYROXINE SODIUM     
7%

FLUOXETINE HCL     
7%

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 6



Health Information NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 07/21/2015
Designs, Inc. Cost Management Analysis

TOP 25 DRUGS BASED ON TOTAL CLAIMS COST FROM  01/01/2015 - 03/31/2015

Drug AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

ABILIFY                       ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS                    1,125 872,289.89$     775.37$      0.76%
METHYLPHENIDATE ER            RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS          2,146 347,177.56$     161.78$      1.45%
VYVANSE                       AMPHETAMINES                            1,465 259,880.54$     177.39$      0.99%
LYRICA                        ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS          604 194,191.54$     321.51$      0.41%
HELIXATE FS                   HEMOSTATICS                             11 190,819.17$     17,347.20$ 0.01%
LANTUS SOLOSTAR               INSULINS                                456 185,517.77$     406.84$      0.31%
PROVENTIL HFA                 BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS                2,580 181,180.86$     70.23$        1.74%
BUDESONIDE                    CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT)     614 173,939.93$     283.29$      0.41%
ADVAIR DISKUS                 CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT)     551 170,221.47$     308.93$      0.37%
NOVOLOG FLEXPEN               INSULINS                                340 169,836.59$     499.52$      0.23%
STRATTERA                     CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC.    601 166,678.55$     277.34$      0.41%
DEXTROAMPHETAMINE-AMPHET ER   AMPHETAMINES                            1,427 151,061.50$     105.86$      0.96%
LEVEMIR FLEXTOUCH             INSULINS                                276 138,888.14$     503.22$      0.19%
ENBREL                        DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS  37 138,884.76$     3,753.64$   0.02%
COPAXONE                      IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS                 22 137,163.82$     6,234.72$   0.01%
GUANFACINE HCL ER             CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC.    681 130,363.57$     191.43$      0.46%
TAMIFLU                       NEURAMINIDASE INHIBITORS                859 129,989.36$     151.33$      0.58%
FREESTYLE LITE STRIPS         DIABETES MELLITUS                       885 126,897.17$     143.39$      0.60%
SEROQUEL XR                   ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS                    263 126,127.86$     479.57$      0.18%
LATUDA                        ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS                    146 118,681.15$     812.88$      0.10%
INVEGA SUSTENNA               ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS                    73 113,261.60$     1,551.53$   0.05%
INVEGA                        ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS                    102 93,208.66$       913.81$      0.07%
HUMIRA                        DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS  31 85,614.97$       2,761.77$   0.02%
SPIRIVA                       ANTIMUSCARINICS/ANTISPASMODICS          273 81,186.50$       297.39$      0.18%
VIMPAT                        ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS          156 77,022.67$       493.74$      0.11%

TOTAL TOP 25 15,724 4,560,085.60$  290.01$      10.62%

Total Rx Claims 148,008
From  01/01/2015 - 03/31/2015

ABILIFY     
32%

METHYLPHENIDATE ER     
13%

VYVANSE     
9%

LYRICA     
7%

HELIXATE FS     
7%

LANTUS SOLOSTAR     
7%

PROVENTIL HFA     
7%

BUDESONIDE     
6%

ADVAIR DISKUS     
6%

NOVOLOG FLEXPEN     
6%

Top 10 Drugs 
Based on Total Claims Cost
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    PCSK9 INHIBITORS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for PCSK9 inhibitors must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of heterozygous familial hypercholesterolemia.
 Requires step therapy.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   FDA approved indication for this request: 

List all failed medications and dosage: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 8



Is this an initial request?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
PSCK9 Inhibitors Authorization Algorithm

Is patient’s LDL level less 
than 130 mg/dL?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Heterozygous 

familial 
hypercholesterolemia or 
clinical atherosclerotic 
cardiovascular disease?

NO

YES

YES

Has patient’s LDL levels 
remained greater than 

130 ml/dL after treatment 
with statins?

YES

Has patient failed a 3 
month trial with Crestor 

20‐40 mg AND 
Atorvastatin 40‐80mg?

YES

Route for clinical review

NO

NO

Was patient adherent to 
prescribed statin regimen 
(i.e., was a 30 day supply 
of a statin filled monthly 

for 3 months)?

YES

NO

Has patient failed a 3 
month trial of a statin 
combined with another 
lipid lowering agent?

YES PA may be approved

NO

YES

NO

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 9



INJECTABLE ANTICOAGULANTS PA FORM  

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for injectable anticoagulants must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: FDA approved indication for this request: 

Does the patient have an indication that cannot be treated with Lovenox? 

Does the patient need Extended Treatment for Symptomatic Venous 
Thromboembolism in Patients with Cancer? □ YES  □ NO 

History of preferred agents (drug name, dates of trial, reason for failure): 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 10



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Injectable Anticoagulants Authorization Algorithm

Is there a reason 
indicated that the 
patient cannot use 

Lovenox?

Fondaparinux

Fragmin

Route for Clinical 
Review.

No

Route for Clinical Review. 
May be approved for up to 

1 month and up to 6 
months for Extended 

Treatment for 
Symptomatic Venous 
Thromboembolism in 
Patients with Cancer.

Yes
Has patient failed a 
trial with Lovenox?

No

Yes

Does the patient 
need Extended 
Treatment for 
Symptomatic 

Venous 
Thromboembolism 
in Patients with 

Cancer?

Approve for 1 
month

No

Approve for 6 
months

Yes

Which drug is 
requested?

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 11



AKYNZEO PA FORM   

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Akynzeo must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Requires step therapy.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: FDA approved indication for this request: 

Is the patient receiving moderate or highly emetogenic 
chemotherapy? □ YES  □ NO 

Date of final chemotherapy treatment ___________________ 
History of preferred agents (drug name, dates of trial, reason for failure): 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 12



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Akynzeo Authorization Algorithm

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of nausea 

and vomiting?

Is patient receiving a 
moderately or highly 

emetogenic 
chemotherapy?

Has patient failed a 
cycle using aprepitant 
OR fosiprepitant in 
combination with 
palonsetron and a 
glucocorticoid?

Enter date of final 
chemotherapy 
treatment.

Approve for up to 6 
months OR until last 
day of chemotherapy.

Filled in

Not filled in

YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO NO
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NUVESSA PA FORM   

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Nuvessa must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Requires step therapy.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: FDA approved indication for this request: 

Is the patient pregnant? 

□ YES □ NO

History of preferred agents (drug name, dates of trial, reason for failure): 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does patient have a 
diagnosis of bacterial 

vaginosis?

PA may be 
approved

Has patient failed a 5 
day trial of Metrogel‐

vaginal 0.75%?
YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Nuvessa Authorization Algorithm

Has patient failed a 7 
day trial of Clindamycin 

vaginal 2%?
Is patient pregnant?YES YES NO

Route for clinical review

NO

NO NO YES
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      MEDICATIONS > $3,000 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for medications that cost >$3,000 must meet the following 
criteria: 

 Patient must have an FDA approved indication for the medication requested.
 May be subject to additional criteria. See PA criteria for complete details.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ PROCYSBI
□ RAVICTI
□ CHOLBAM
□ JUXTAPID
□ KYNAMRO
□ ARCALYST
□ NATPARA
□ QUTENZA

  FDA approved indication for this request: 

Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME (REQUIRED) ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER (REQUIRED) 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # (REQUIRED) 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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North Dakota Department of Human Services
Meds > $3,000 Authorization Algorithm

Is the request for 
Procysbi?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

nephropathic 
cystinosis?

Has the patient 
failed a 4-month 
trial of Cystagone?

Is the patient 6 
years of age or 

older?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO NO

Is the request for 
Ravicti?

NO

Is patient unable to 
be managed by 
dietary protein 
restriction?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of urea 
cycle disorder 

(UCD)?

Is patient 2 years of 
age or older?

YES YES YES

YES

NO

NO NO

Is the request for 
Cholbam?

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
bile acid synthesis 
disorders due to a 
single enzyme 

defect?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

Peroxisomal 
disorders including 
Zellweger Spectrum 

Disorders?

Is a hepatologist or 
gastroenterologist 
involved in therapy?

PA may be 
approved

YES NO YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

YES

NO NO

Is the request for 
Juxtapid or 
Kynamro?

Is patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Has patient had a 
genetic 

confirmation of 
two mutant 
alleles at the 
LDLR, APOB, 
PCSK9, or 

LDLRAP1 gene 
locus?

Does patient have 
an untreated LDL 

and total 
cholesterol levels 
> 500 mg/dL or > 
300 mg/dL with 
cutaneous or 

tendon xanthoma 
before 10 years 

of age?

Does patient 
have an 
untreated 

elevated LDL 
level consistent 

with 
heterozygous FH 
in both parents?

Does patient 
have LDL levels 
of > 130 mg/dL, a 
90 day trial with 
at least Crestor 

20 mg or 
Atorvastatin 40 
mg combined 
with another 
lipid lowering 

agent?

YESNONOYESYES

NO YES YES

NO

Route for clinical 
review

YES

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 17



Is the request for 
Arcalyst?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

Cryopyrin‐
Associated Periodic 
Syndromes (CAPS), 
including Familial 

Cold Auto‐
inflammatory 

Syndrome (FCAS) 
and Muckle‐Wells 
Syndrome (MWS)?

YES
Is patient 12 years of 

age or older?
YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

Is the request for 
Natpara?

Is patient 18 years of 
age or older?

Does patient have 
diagnosis of 

hypoparathyroidism?

Is patient receiving 
maximum tolerated 
supplementation 
with calcium and 
vitamin D and still 
not well controlled?

Is an endocrinologist 
involved in therapy?

Are vitamin D stores 
sufficient and 

corrected calcium 
level above 7.5 mg/

dL?

YES

NO

YES YES YES YES

NO
NO

NO NO NO

YES

Is the request for 
Qutenza?

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
neuropathic pain 
associated with 
postherpetic 
neuralgia?

Has the patient 
failed a 30-day trial 
with gabapentin, 
amitriptyline, 

duloxetine, lidoderm 
patch, Lyrica AND 

Nucynta?

Is the patient’s pain 
localized?

Is a pain specialist 
involved in therapy?

YES YES YES YES
PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO
NO

NO NO
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1

Per Member Per Month Cost Summary and Repartition by drug class Pie Charts 2

Top 5 Therapeutic Class by Volume and Cost Pie Charts 3

Supporting Documentation: Therapeutic classes and Medicaid Expansion Top 5 numbers 4

Additional: Top 20 Medications by Cost and Top 20 Medications by Volume (2014 & 2015) 5 8



2

Per Member Per Month information



3



4



5

Therapeutic Classes Description

Medicaid Expansion Top 5 Therapeutic classes

281604 ANTIDEPRESSANTS
280808 OPIATE AGONISTS
240608 HMG COA REDUCTASE INHIBITORS
681200 CONTRACEPTIVES
683604 THYROIDAGENTS
923600 DISEASE MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS
922000 IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS
682008 INSULINS
81840 HCV PROTEASE INHIBITORS
243204 ANGIOTENSIN CONVERTING ENZYME INHIBITORS
281608 ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS
281292 ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS
280804 ANALGESICS ANDANTIPYRETICS

281604 ANTIDEPRESSANTS 21,381 792,789 2014 81840 HCV PROTEASE INHIBITORS 82 2,853,414 2014
280808 OPIATE AGONISTS 20,203 640,755 2014 682008 INSULINS 3,408 1,256,727 2014
281292 ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,743 773,262 2014 281608 ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 3,289 1,109,506 2014
243204 ANGIOTENSIN CONVERTING ENZYME INHIBITORS 7,013 66,563 2014 281604 ANTIDEPRESSANTS 21,381 792,789 2014
280804 ANALGESICS AND ANTIPYRETICS 6,501 195,556 2014 281292 ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,743 773,262 2014

63,841 2,468,925 36,903 6,785,698

281604 ANTIDEPRESSANTS 20,282 542,880 2015 81840 HCV PROTEASE INHIBITORS 112 3,571,619 2015
280808 OPIATE AGONISTS 15,904 581,411 2015 682008 INSULINS 3,287 1,391,667 2015
281292 ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,225 698,782 2015 281608 ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 3,138 1,075,662 2015
243204 ANGIOTENSIN CONVERTING ENZYME INHIBITORS 6,373 43,617 2015 281292 ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,225 698,782 2015
240608 HMG COA REDUCTASE INHIBITORS 5,811 126,852 2015 280808 OPIATE AGONISTS 15,904 581,411 2015

56,595 1,993,543 30,666 7,319,141

Top 10 by volume

Description Utilization
Volume

Cost Year
Filled

Top 10 by cost

Description Utilizatio
n Volume

Cost Year
Filled

Top 10 by volume

Description
Utilization
Volume Cost

Year
Filled

Top 10 by cost

Description
Utilizatio
n Volume Cost

Year
Filled
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Formulary 
for ND Medicaid Expansion members 
 
The following is a list of the most commonly prescribed drugs. It represents an abbreviated version of the drug 
formulary that is the core of your pharmacy benefit coverage. In addition to using this list, allowing substitution of 
generic products is encouraged when appropriate. 
 
Generic drugs are indicated in bold. Tier 2 co-payment will apply to all of the covered brands listed on this formulary. 
Brand name drugs are listed in CAPITAL letters. 
 
This is NOT a complete listing of covered drugs. For a complete list of medications, you can go to 
www.sanfordhealthplan.com/myhealthplan and link to the Express Scripts website. If you have questions regarding 
coverage call (855) 276-7214. 
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Urologicals ................................................................................................................................................................................. 13 
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Index .......................................................................................................................................................................................... 14 
 

 

Abbreviations 
Tier 1: Generic Copay 
Tier 2: Preferred Brand Name Copay 
Tier 3: Non-Preferred Brand Name Copay 
PA:  Prior Authorization. The Plan requires you or your physician to get prior authorization for certain drugs. This 

means that you will need to get approval before you fill your prescriptions. If you don’t get approval, we may 
not cover the drug. 

QL:  Quantity Limit. For certain drugs, the Plan limits the amount of the drug that we will cover. 
SP:  Specialty drugs are defined as injectable and non-injectable drugs that have one or more of several key 

characteristics, including: 

 Requirement for frequent dosing adjustments and intensive clinical monitoring to decrease the potential 
for drug toxicity and increase the probability for beneficial treatment outcomes. 

 Need for intensive patient training and compliance assistance to facilitate therapeutic goals. 

 Limited or exclusive product availability and distribution. 

 Specialized product handling and/or administration requirements. 

 Cost in excess of $500 for a 30-day supply 
ST:  Step Therapy. Program using protocols that specify the order in which different drugs for a given condition 

are prescribed. If a Member does not obtain the desired clinical effect or experiences side effects at one step, 
then the drug choice at another step may be tried. Step therapy requires the use of first-line alternatives 
before more expensive second-line drugs are covered by the pharmacy benefit. 

http://www.sanfordhealthplan.com/myhealthplan


PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

Anti-Infectives 

Antifungal Agents 

clotrimazole 1  

fluconazole 1  

griseofulvin microsize 1  

itraconazole 1  

ketoconazole 1  

nystatin 1  

terbinafine hcl 1  

voriconazole 1  

Antivirals 

abacavir 1  

abacavir-lamivudine-zidovudine 1  

acyclovir 1  

adefovir 1  

amantadine hcl 1  

ATRIPLA 2  

EMTRIVA 2  

EPZICOM 2  

famciclovir 1  

HARVONI 2 PA; SP 

ISENTRESS 2  

KALETRA 2  

lamivudine 1  

lamivudine-zidovudine 1  

LEXIVA 2  

nevirapine 1  

NORVIR 2  

PREZISTA 2  

REYATAZ 2  

ribapak dose pack, ribasphere 1 SP 

ribavirin 1 SP 

SOVALDI 2 PA; SP 

SUSTIVA 2  

TAMIFLU 2  

TRUVADA 2  

valacyclovir 1  

VALCYTE 2  

VIRACEPT 2  

VIREAD 2  

zidovudine 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

Cephalosporins 

cefaclor 1  

cefadroxil 1  

cefdinir 1  

cefpodoxime 1  

cefprozil 1  

CEFTIN 2  

cefuroxime axetil 1  

cephalexin 1  

Erythromycins & Other Macrolides 

azithromycin 1  

clarithromycin 1  

E.E.S. GRANULES 2  

ery-tab 1  

ERYPED 200 2  

erythromycin 1  

Miscellaneous Antiinfectives 

ALBENZA 2  

Atovaquone, -proguanil 1  

chloroquine phosphate 1  

clindamycin hcl 1  

DAPSONE 2  

ethambutol 1  

hydroxychloroquine 1  

isoniazid 1  

mefloquine 1  

metronidazole 1  

neomycin 1  

quinine sulfate 1  

rifampin 1  

STROMECTOL 2  

tinidazole 1  

ZYVOX 2 PA 

Penicillins 

amoxicillin, -pot clavulanate 1  

ampicillin 1  

dicloxacillin 1  

penicillin v potassium 1  

Quinolones 

AVELOX/ ABC PACK 2  

ciprofloxacin hcl 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

levofloxacin 1  

moxifloxacin 1  

Sulfa's & Related Agents 

sulfamethoxazole-trimethoprim 1  

Tetracyclines 

doxycycline, - hyclate, -monohydrate 1  

minocycline 1  

tetracycline 1  

Urinary Tract Agents 

MACRODANTIN 2  

methenamine, - hippurate, -
mandaelate 

1  

MONUROL 2  

nitrofurantoin, -macrocrystal 1  

trimethoprim 1  

Vancomycin 

vancomycin 1  

Antineoplastic & Immunosuppressant Drugs 

Adjunctive Agents 

leucovorin calcium 1  

Antineoplastic & Immunosuppressant Drugs 

anastrozole 1  

azathioprine 1  

bicalutamide 1  

cyclophosphamide 1  

cyclosporine 1  

exemestane 1  

flutamide 1  

gengraf 1  

hydroxyurea 1  

letrozole 1  

megestrol 1  

mercaptopurine 1  

methotrexate sodium 1  

mycophenolate mofetil 1  

RAPAMUNE 2  

tacrolimus 1  

tamoxifen 1  

Autonomic & CNS Drugs, Neurology & Psych 

Anticonvulsants 

carbamazepine 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

clonazepam 1  

diazepam 1  

divalproex 1  

epitol 1  

ethosuximide 1  

felbamate 1  

gabapentin 1  

lamotrigine 1  

levetiracetam 1  

LYRICA 2  

oxcarbazepine 1  

phenobarbital 1  

phenytoin/sodium extended 1  

primidone 1  

TEGRETOL XR 2  

tiagabine 1  

topiramate 1  

valproic acid 1  

VIMPAT 2  

zonisamide 1  

Antiparkinsonism Agents 

AZILECT 2  

benztropine 1  

bromocriptine 1  

carbidopa-levodopa, -entacapone 1  

entacapone 1  

pramipexole 1  

ropinirole 1  

selegiline hcl 1  

trihexyphenidyl 1  

Migraine & Cluster Headache Therapy 

isometh-dichloral-acetaminophn 1  

naratriptan 1 QL – Limit 9/Rx 

RELPAX 2 QL – Limit 12/Rx 

rizatriptan 1 QL – Limit 12/Rx 

sumatriptan tablets 1 QL – Limit 12/Rx 

sumatriptan injections  1 QL – Limit 1kit/Rx 

sumatriptan nasal spray 1 QL – Limit 6/Rx 

zolmitriptan 1 QL – Limit 12/Rx 

Miscellaneous Neurological Therapy 

AUBAGIO 2 PA; SP 



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

COPAXONE 2 PA; SP 

donepezil 1  

galantamine 1  

NAMENDA  2  

rivastigmine tartrate 1  

Muscle Relaxants & Antispasmodic Therapy 

baclofen 1  

carisoprodol 1  

chlorzoxazone 1  

cyclobenzaprine 1  

dantrolene 1  

MESTINON TIMESPAN 2  

metaxalone 1  

methocarbamol 1  

orphenadrine citrate 1  

pyridostigmine bromide 1  

tizanidine 1  

Narcotic Analgesics 

ABSTRAL 2  

acetaminophen-codeine 1  

ascomp with codeine 1  

buprenorphine hcl 1  

butalbital compound w/codeine 1  

butalbital-acetaminop-caf-cod 1  

butalbital-acetaminophen 1  

butalbital-acetaminophen-caff 1  

butalbital-aspirin-caffeine 1  

codeine sulfate 1  

BUTRANS 2  

endocet 1  

fentanyl patches 1  

FENTORA 2  

hydrocodone-acetaminophen 1  

hydrocodone-ibuprofen 1  

hydromorphone 1  

meperidine 1  

methadone 1  

morphine 1  

ONSOLIS 2 SP 

oxycodone 1  

oxycodone-acetaminophen 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

oxycodone-aspirin 1  

OXYCONTIN 2  

oxymorphone 1  

reprexain 1  

ROXICET 2  

vicodin/es/hp 1  

zamicet 1  

Non-Narcotic Analgesics 

buprenorphine-naloxone 1  

butorphanol tartrate 1  

celecoxib 1  

diclofenac sodium 1  

diclofenac-misoprostol 1  

diflunisal 1  

etodolac 1  

FLECTOR 2  

flurbiprofen 1  

ibuprofen 1  

indomethacin 1  

ketoprofen 1  

ketorolac 1  

mefenamic acid 1  

meloxicam 1  

nabumetone 1  

naltrexone 1  

naproxen 1  

oxaprozin 1  

pentazocine-naloxone 1  

piroxicam 1  

salsalate 1  

SUBOXONE 2  

sulindac 1  

tramadol 1  

tramadol-acetaminophen 1  

VOLTAREN GEL 2  

Psychotherapeutic Drugs 

ABILIFY 2  

alprazolam 1  

amitriptyline 1  

amitriptyline-chlordiazepoxide 1  

amphetamine salt combo 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

bupropion hcl 1  

buspirone 1  

chlordiazepoxide hcl 1  

chlorpromazine 1  

citalopram 1  

clomipramine 1  

clonidine hcl 1  

clorazepate dipotassium 1  

clozapine 1  

desipramine 1  

dexmethylphenidate 1  

dextroamphetamine 1  

dextroamphetamine-amphetamine 1  

diazepam 1  

doxepin 1  

duloxetine 1  

escitalopram oxalate 1  

estazolam 1  

eszopiclone 1  

fluoxetine 1  

fluphenazine hcl 1  

flurazepam 1  

fluvoxamine 1  

haloperidol 1  

imipramine hcl 1  

LATUDA 2  

lithium carbonate 1  

lorazepam 1  

loxapine succinate 1  

methylphenidate 1  

mirtazapine 1  

modafinil 1  

nefazodone 1  

nortriptyline 1  

olanzapine 1  

olanzapine-fluoxetine 1  

ORAP 2  

oxazepam 1  

paroxetine hcl 1  

perphenazine 1  

perphenazine-amitriptyline 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

phenelzine 1  

PRISTIQ 2 ST 

protriptyline 1  

quetiapine 1  

risperidone 1  

SEROQUEL XR 2  

sertraline 1  

STRATTERA 2  

temazepam 1  

thioridazine 1  

thiothixene 1  

tranylcypromine 1  

trazodone 1  

triazolam 1  

trifluoperazine 1  

venlafaxine 1  

VIIBRYD 2 ST 

VYVANSE 2  

XYREM 2 SP 

zaleplon 1  

ziprasidone hcl 1  

zolpidem 1  

Cardiovascular, Hypertension & Lipids 

Antiarrhythmic Agents 

amiodarone 1  

flecainide 1  

mexiletine 1  

MULTAQ 2  

pacerone 1  

propafenone 1  

sotalol 1  

TIKOSYN 2  

Antihypertensive Therapy 

acebutolol 1  

afeditab cr 1  

amiloride, -hctz  1  

amlodipine, -benazepril 1  

atenolol, -chlorthalidone 1  

benazepril, -hctz 1  

betaxolol 1  

bisoprolol, -hctz  1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

bumetanide 1  

candesartan, -hctz 1  

captopril 1  

cartia xt 1  

carvedilol 1  

chlorothiazide 1  

chlorthalidone 1  

clonidine 1  

dilt-xr 1  

diltiazem hcl 1  

DIURIL 2  

doxazosin 1  

enalapril, -hctz 1  

eplerenone 1  

felodipine 1  

fosinopril, -hctz 1  

furosemide 1  

guanfacine 1  

hydralazine 1  

hydrochlorothiazide (hctz) 1  

indapamide 1  

irbesartan, -hctz 1  

labetalol 1  

lisinopril, -hctz 1  

losartan, -hctz 1  

matzim la 1  

methyldopa 1  

metolazone 1  

metoprolol  1  

minoxidil 1  

moexipril, -hctz 1  

nadolol 1  

nifedical xl 1  

nifedipine 1  

nisoldipine 1  

perindopril erbumine 1  

pindolol 1  

prazosin 1  

propranolol 1  

quinapril, -hctz 1  

ramipril 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

spironolacton, -hctz  1  

taztia xt 1  

telmisartan, -hctz 1  

terazosin 1  

timolol maleate 1  

torsemide 1  

trandolapril 1  

triamterene-hctz  1  

valsartan 1  

valsartan-hctz  1  

verapamil 1  

Cardiac Glycosides 

digox 1  

digoxin 1  

Coagulation Therapy 

AGGRENOX 2  

BRILINTA 2  

cilostazol 1  

clopidogrel 1  

dipyridamole 1  

EFFIENT 2  

enoxaparin 1  

fondaparinux 1  

FRAGMIN 2  

jantoven 1  

MEPHYTON 2  

pentoxifylline 1  

PRADAXA 2  

ticlopidine 1  

warfarin 1  

XARELTO 2  

Lipid/Cholesterol Lowering Agents 

ADVICOR 2  

amlodipine-atorvastatin 1  

atorvastatin 1  

cholestyramine light 1  

colestipol 1  

CRESTOR 2 ST 

fenofibrate 1  

fluvastatin 1  

gemfibrozil 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

LIPTRUZET 2 ST 

lovastatin 1  

LOVAZA 2 PA 

niacin 1  

omega-3 acid ethyl esters 1  

pravastatin 1  

prevalite 1  

simvastatin 1  

ZETIA 2 ST 

Miscellaneous Cardiovascular Agents 

RANEXA 2  

Nitrates 

isosorbide dinitrate 1  

isosorbide mononitrate 1  

nitro-bid 1  

nitroglycerin 1  

NITROSTAT 2  

Dermatologicals/Topical Therapy 

Antipsoriatic / Antiseborrheic 

acitretin 1  

calcipotriene 1  

calcipotriene-betamethasone 1  

PRAMOSONE 2  

selenium sulfide 1  

sulfacetamide sodium 1  

Burn Therapy 

silver sulfadiazine 1  

Keratolytics 

salicylic acid 1  

Miscellaneous Dermatologicals 

CARAC 2  

diclofenac sodium 1  

ELIDEL 2  

fluorouracil 1  

imiquimod 1  

podofilox 1  

PROTOPIC 2  

x-viate 1  

ZYCLARA 2  

Therapy For Acne 

adapalene 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

BENZACLIN PUMP 2  

clindamycin phosphate 1  

clindamycin-benzoyl peroxide 1  

DIFFERIN 2  

EPIDUO 2  

ery pads 1  

erythromycin with ethanol 1  

erythromycin-benzoyl peroxide 1  

metronidazole 1  

myorisan 1  

sulfacetamide sod-sulfur-urea 1  

sulfacetamide sodium-sulfur 1  

TAZORAC 2  

tretinoin 1 Age > 30 OR Derm 
only 

zenatane 1  

Topical Anesthetics 

lidocaine 1  

lidocaine hcl 1  

Topical Antibacterials 

gentamicin 1  

mupirocin 1  

sulfacetamide sodium 1  

Topical Antifungals 

ciclopirox 1  

clotrimazole-betamethasone 1  

econazole 1  

ketoconazole 1  

nyamyc 1  

nystatin 1  

nystatin-triamcinolone 1  

nystop 1  

Topical Antivirals 

acyclovir 1  

DENAVIR 2  

ZOVIRAX 2  

Topical Corticosteroids 

alclometasone 1  

betamethasone, -dipropionate, -
valerate 

1  

clobetasol 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

desonide 1  

desoximetasone 1  

diflorasone 1  

fluocinolone 1  

fluocinonide 1  

fluticasone 1  

halobetasol propionate 1  

hydrocortisone, -butyrate, -valerate 1  

mometasone 1  

triamcinolone acetonide 1  

Topical Scabicides / Pediculicides 

EURAX 2  

malathion 1  

permethrin 1  

spinosad 1  

Diagnostics & Miscellaneous Agents 

Miscellaneous Agents 

acamprosate 1  

anagrelide 1  

cevimeline 1  

disulfiram 1  

pilocarpine hcl 1  

RENAGEL 2  

RENVELA 2  

sevelamer carbonate 1  

Ear, Nose & Throat Medications 

Miscellaneous Agents 

azelastine 1  

BACTROBAN NASAL 2  

ipratropium bromide nasal 1  

triamcinolone acetonide 1  

Miscellaneous Otic Preparations 

acetic acid 1  

antipyrine-benzocaine 1  

ciprofloxacin hcl 1  

fluocinolone acetonide oil 1  

hydrocortisone-acetic acid 1  

ofloxacin 1  

Otic Steroid / Antibiotic 

neomycin-polymyxin-hc 1  

Endocrine/Diabetes 

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

Adrenal Hormones 

dexamethasone 1  

fludrocortisone 1  

hydrocortisone 1  

methylprednisolone 1  

prednisolone 1  

prednisone 1  

veripred 20 1  

Antithyroid Agents 

methimazole 1  

propylthiouracil 1  

Diabetes, Supplies 

acarbose 1  

ACTOPLUS MET XR 2  

BYDUREON 2 ST 

BYETTA 2 ST 

glimepiride 1  

glipizide 1  

glipizide-metformin 1  

GLUCAGEN HYPOKIT 2  

GLUCAGON EMERGENCY KIT 
(HUMAN) 

2  

glyburide 1  

glyburide micronized 1  

glyburide-metformin 1  

INVOKANA 2  

JANUMET/XR 2  

JANUVIA 2  

KOMBIGLYZE XR 2  

LANTUS VIAL 1  

LANTUS SOLOSTAR 2  

LEVEMIR VIAL 1  

LEVEMIR FLEXPEN/FLEXTOUCH 2  

metformin 1  

nateglinide 1  

NOVOLIN 70/30, -N, -R VIALS 1  

NOVOLOG VIALs 1  

NOVOLOG FLEXPEN 2  

NOVOLOG MIX 70-30 VIALs 1  

NOVOLOG MIX 70-30 FLEXPEN 2  

NOVOLOG PENFILL 2  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

ONE TOUCH TEST STRIPs 1  

ONGLYZA 2  

pioglitazone, - metformin 1  

repaglinide 1  

TRULICITY 2 ST 

VICTOZA  2 ST 

Miscellaneous Hormones 

ANDRODERM 2 PA 

ANDROGEL 2 PA 

AXIRON 2 PA 

cabergoline 1  

calcitonin (salmon) 1  

calcitriol 1  

clomiphene citrate 1  

desmopressin 1  

fortical 1  

paricalcitol 1  

SENSIPAR 2  

testosterone cypionate 1 PA 

Thyroid Hormones 

ARMOUR THYROID 2  

levothyroxine 1  

levoxyl 1  

liothyronine 1  

unithroid 1  

Gastroenterology 

Antidiarrheals & Antispasmodics 

chlordiazepoxide-clidinium 1  

dicyclomine 1  

diphenoxylate-atropine 1  

glycopyrrolate 1  

hyoscyamine sulfate 1  

methscopolamine 1  

Miscellaneous Gastrointestinal Agents 

alophen 1  

AMITIZA 2  

ASACOL, - HD 2  

balsalazide 1  

budesonide 1  

CANASA 2  

compro 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

constulose 1  

CORTIFOAM 2  

CREON 2  

cromolyn 1  

DELZICOL 2  

dronabinol 1  

EMEND 2 QL – Limit 3/Rx 

enulose 1  

generlac 1  

GOLYTELY 2  

granisetron hcl 1 QL – Limit 2/Rx 

hydrocortisone-pramoxine 1  

lactulose 1  

LIALDA 2  

LINZESS 2  

meclizine 1  

mesalamine 1  

metoclopramide hcl 1  

ondansetron 1  

pancrelipase 5000 1  

peg 3350-electrolytes 1  

peg-3350 with flavor packs 1  

peg-electrolyte soln 1  

PENTASA 2  

prochlorperazine 1  

PROCTOFOAM HC 2  

proctosol hc 1  

sulfasalazine 1  

sulfazine 1  

trilyte with flavor packets 1  

trimethobenzamide 1  

ursodiol 1  

Ulcer Therapy 

amoxicil-clarithromy-lansopraz 1  

carafate 1  

cimetidine 1  

famotidine 1  

first- lansoprazole 1  

first- omeprazole 1  

misoprostol 1  

omeprazole 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

pantoprazole 1  

rabeprazole 1  

sucralfate 1  

Immunology, Vaccines & Biotechnology 

Biotechnology Drugs 

ARANESP  2 SP 

AVONEX 2 PA; SP 

EXTAVIA 2 PA; SP 

HUMATROPE 2 PA; SP 

NEUPOGEN 2 SP 

NUTROPIN/AQ/NUSPAN 2 PA; SP 

PEGASYS/PROCLICK 2 PA; SP 

PEGINTRON/ REDIPEN 2 PA; SP 

PROCRIT 2 SP 

REBIF/REBIDOSE/TITRATION PACK  2 PA; SP 

Musculoskeletal & Rheumatology 

Gout Therapy 

allopurinol 1  

colchicine-probenecid 1  

COLCRYS 2  

probenecid 1  

Osteoporosis Therapy 

alendronate 1  

FORTEO 2 PA; SP 

ibandronate 1  

raloxifene 1  

risedronate 1  

Other Rheumatologicals 

ENBREL, -SURECLICK 2 PA; SP 

HUMIRA, -PEN 2 PA; SP 

leflunomide 1 QL 

OTEZLA  2 PA; SP 

SAVELLA 2  

XELJANZ 2 PA; SP 

Obstetrics & Gynecology 

Estrogens & Progestins 

camila 1  

COMBIPATCH 2  

covaryx 1  

CRINONE 2  

eemt 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

errin 1  

ESTRACE 2  

estradiol 1  

estradiol-norethindrone acet 1  

ESTRING 2  

estrogens-methyltestosterone 1  

estropipate 1  

FEMHRT LOW DOSE 2  

FEMRING 2  

heather 1  

jencycla 1  

jinteli 1  

jolivette 1  

medroxyprogesterone 1  

mimvey 1  

nora-be 1  

norethindrone acetate 1  

PREMARIN 2  

PREMPHASE 2  

PREMPRO 2  

progesterone micronized 1  

VAGIFEM 2  

VIVELLE-DOT 2  

Miscellaneous OB/GYN 

clindamycin phosphate vaginal cream 1  

metronidazole 1  

NUVARING 2  

terconazole vaginal cream, - 
suppository 

1  

tranexamic acid 1  

vandazole 1  

xulane 1  

Oral Contraceptives & Related Agents 

altavera (28) 1  

alyacen  1  

apri 1  

aranelle (28) 1  

aviane 1  

azurette (28) 1  

caziant (28) 1  

chateal 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

cryselle (28) 1  

cyclafem  1  

dasetta 1/35 (28) 1  

dasetta 7/7/7 (28) 1  

drospirenone-ethinyl estradiol 1  

elinest 1  

emoquette 1  

enpresse 1  

enskyce 1  

estarylla 1  

falmina (28) 1  

gildess 1  

gildess fe 1  

introvale 1  

jolessa 1  

junel  1  

junel fe  1  

kariva (28) 1  

kelnor 1/35 (28) 1  

kurvelo 1  

leena 28 1  

lessina 1  

levonest (28) 1  

levonorgestrel 1  

levonorgestrel-ethinyl estrad 1  

levora-28 1  

low-ogestrel (28) 1  

lutera (28) 1  

marlissa 1  

microgestin  1  

microgestin fe  1  

mono-linyah 1  

mononessa (28) 1  

my way 1  

myzilra 1  

necon  1  

next choice 1  

next choice one dose 1  

nikki (28) 1  

norgestimate-ethinyl estradiol 1  

norgestrel-ethinyl estradiol 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

nortrel  1  

ocella 1  

orsythia 1  

portia 1  

previfem 1  

quasense 1  

reclipsen (28) 1  

sprintec (28) 1  

sronyx 1  

syeda 1  

tri-estarylla 1  

tri-linyah 1  

tri-previfem (28) 1  

tri-sprintec (28) 1  

trinessa (28) 1  

trivora (28) 1  

velivet triphasic regimen (28) 1  

viorele (28) 1  

wera (28) 1  

zarah 1  

zovia  1  

Oxytocics 

methylergonovine 1  

Ophthalmology 

Antibiotics 

AZASITE 2  

bacitracin 1  

bacitracin-polymyxin b 1  

CILOXAN 2  

ciprofloxacin hcl 1  

erythromycin 1  

gatifloxacin 1  

gentak 1  

gentamicin 1  

neomycin-polymyxin-gramicidin 1  

ofloxacin 1  

polymyxin b sulf-trimethoprim 1  

tobramycin 1  

TOBREX 2  

VIGAMOX 2  

Antivirals 



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

trifluridine 1  

Beta-Blockers 

betaxolol 1  

carteolol 1  

levobunolol 1  

timolol maleate 1  

Cycloplegic Mydriatics 

atropine 1  

cyclopentolate 1  

Direct Acting Miotics 

pilocarpine hcl 1  

Miscellaneous Ophthalmologics 

azelastine 1  

cromolyn 1  

epinastine 1  

PATADAY 2  

PATANOL 2  

RESTASIS 2  

Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Agents 

ACUVAIL  2  

bromfenac 1  

diclofenac sodium 1  

flurbiprofen sodium 1  

ketorolac 1  

Oral Drugs For Glaucoma 

acetazolamide 1  

methazolamide 1  

Other Glaucoma Drugs 

dorzolamide 1  

dorzolamide-timolol 1  

latanoprost 1  

LUMIGAN 2 PA 

travoprost (benzalkonium) 1  

Steroid-Antibiotic Combinations 

neomycin-polymyxin b-dexameth 1  

neomycin-polymyxin-hc 1  

tobramycin-dexamethasone 1  

Steroids 

dexamethasone sodium phosphate 1  

fluorometholone 1  

FML S.O.P. 2  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

LOTEMAX 2  

PRED MILD 2  

prednisolone acetate 1  

Steroid-Sulfonamide Combinations 

BLEPHAMIDE 2  

sulfacetamide-prednisolone 1  

Sulfonamides 

sulfacetamide sodium 1  

Sympathomimetics 

ALPHAGAN P 2  

brimonidine 1  

Respiratory, Allergy, Cough & Cold 

Antihistamine & Antiallergenic Agents 

AUVI-Q 2  

cetirizine 1  

epinephrine 1  

EPIPEN 2-PAK 2  

EPIPEN JR 2-PAK 2  

hydroxyzine hcl 1  

phenadoz 1  

promethazine 1  

promethegan 1  

Cough & Cold Therapy 

benzonatate 1  

BROMFED DM 2  

chlorpheniramine-hydrocodone 1  

cpm-pseudoephed-hydrocodone 1  

hydrocodone-homatropine 1  

hydromet 1  

promethazine vc, - codeine, -dm 1  

Pulmonary Agents 

acetylcysteine 1  

ADVAIR DISKUS, -HFA 2  

albuterol sulfate 1  

ATROVENT HFA 2  

BREO ELLIPTA 2  

budesonide 1  

COMBIVENT, -RESPIMAT 2  

DALIRESP 2  

FLOVENT DISKUS, - HFA 2  

flunisolide 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
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Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

fluticasone 1  

FORADIL AEROLIZER 2  

ipratropium bromide 1  

ipratropium-albuterol 1  

LETAIRIS 2 PA; SP 

levalbuterol hcl 1  

montelukast 1  

NASONEX 2  

PERFOROMIST 2  

PROAIR HFA 2  

PULMICORT FLEXHALER 2  

QVAR 2  

SEREVENT DISKUS 2  

SPIRIVA  2  

SYMBICORT 2  

theophylline 1  

TRACLEER 2 PA; SP 

triamcinolone acetonide 1  

VENTOLIN HFA 2  

zafirlukast 1  

Urologicals 

Anticholinergics & Antispasmodics 

flavoxate 1  

oxybutynin chloride 1  

tolterodine 1  

TOVIAZ 2  

trospium 1  

VESICARE 2  

Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia (BPH) Therapy 

alfuzosin 1  

finasteride 1  

tamsulosin 1  

Cholinergic Stimulants 

bethanechol chloride 1  

Miscellaneous Urologicals 

cytra-k 1  

ELMIRON 2  

potassium citrate 1  

UROCIT-K 15 2  

Urinary Anesthetics 

phenazopyridine 1  

Drug Name Tier PA/Step/QLs/SP 

Vitamins, Hematinics & Electrolytes 

Electrolytes 

eliphos 1  

klor-con 1  

oyster shell calcium-vit d3 1  

phospha 250 neutral 1  

potassium chloride 1  

Vitamins & Hematinics 

b complex-vitamin c-folic acid 1  

folic acid 1  

one daily prenatal 1  

prenatal complete 1  

prenatal multivitamins 1  

rena-vite 1  



PA = drug requires prior authorization.  ST = drug requires step therapy. QL = drug has restrictions on the quantity that can 
be obtained. SP = drug must obtained at specific network specialty pharmacies.  

14 

Index
 
A 
abacavir ......................................................... 2 

abacavir-lamivudine-zidovudine ............... 2 

ABILIFY ........................................................ 4 

ABSTRAL ...................................................... 4 
acamprosate ................................................. 8 
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ALBENZA ..................................................... 2 

albuterol sulfate ......................................... 12 

alclometasone ............................................... 7 

alendronate ................................................. 10 
alfuzosin ...................................................... 13 

allopurinol .................................................. 10 

alophen ......................................................... 9 

ALPHAGAN P ............................................ 12 

alprazolam .................................................... 4 

altavera (28) ............................................... 10 

alyacen 1/35 (28) ....................................... 10 
amantadine hcl ............................................. 2 

amiloride-hydrochlorothiazide .................. 5 

amiodarone................................................... 5 

AMITIZA ....................................................... 9 

amitriptyline ................................................. 4 

amitriptyline-chlordiazepoxide .................. 4 

amlodipine-atorvastatin ............................. 6 
amlodipine-benazepril ................................ 5 
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aranelle (28) ............................................... 10 

ARANESP ................................................... 10 
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ASACOL ........................................................ 9 

ascomp with codeine ................................... 4 

atenolol ......................................................... 5 

atorvastatin ................................................... 6 

atovaquone-proguanil ................................. 2 

ATRIPLA ....................................................... 2 

atropine ....................................................... 12 
ATROVENT HFA ....................................... 12 

AUBAGIO ..................................................... 3 

AUVI-Q ....................................................... 12 

AVELOX........................................................ 2 

aviane .......................................................... 10 

AVONEX ..................................................... 10 

AXIRON ........................................................ 9 
AZASITE ..................................................... 11 
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benztropine ................................................... 3 

betamethasone dipropionate ...................... 7 

betaxolol .................................................. 5, 12 

bethanechol chloride .................................. 13 
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BLEPHAMIDE ............................................ 12 
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BRILINTA ..................................................... 6 

brimonidine ................................................ 12 

BROMFED DM ........................................... 12 

bromfenac ................................................... 12 
bromocriptine ............................................... 3 

budesonide .............................................. 9, 12 

bumetanide ................................................... 6 

buprenorphine hcl ........................................ 4 
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cabergoline .................................................... 9 

calcipotriene .................................................. 7 
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calcitonin (salmon) ...................................... 9 

calcitriol ......................................................... 9 

camila .......................................................... 10 

CANASA ........................................................ 9 

candesartan ................................................... 6 

captopril ........................................................ 6 
CARAC ........................................................... 7 

carafate .......................................................... 9 

carbamazepine .............................................. 3 

carbidopa-levodopa...................................... 3 

carisoprodol .................................................. 4 

carteolol ....................................................... 12 

cartia xt .......................................................... 6 
carvedilol ....................................................... 6 

caziant (28) ................................................. 10 

cefaclor .......................................................... 2 

cefadroxil ....................................................... 2 

cefdinir........................................................... 2 

cefpodoxime .................................................. 2 

cefprozil ......................................................... 2 
CEFTIN.......................................................... 2 

cefuroxime axetil .......................................... 2 

celecoxib ........................................................ 4 

cephalexin ..................................................... 2 

cetirizine ..................................................... 12 

cevimeline ..................................................... 8 

chateal ......................................................... 10 

chlordiazepoxide hcl .................................... 5 

chlordiazepoxide-clidinium ........................ 9 

chloroquine phosphate ................................ 2 

chlorothiazide ............................................... 6 
chlorpheniramine-hydrocodone .............. 12 

chlorpromazine ............................................ 5 

chlorthalidone .............................................. 6 

chlorzoxazone ............................................... 4 

cholestyramine light .................................... 6 

ciclopirox ...................................................... 7 

cilostazol ....................................................... 6 
CILOXAN .................................................... 11 

cimetidine ..................................................... 9 

ciprofloxacin hcl ................................. 2, 8, 11 

citalopram ..................................................... 5 

clarithromycin .............................................. 2 

clindamycin hcl ............................................ 2 

clindamycin phosphate ......................... 7, 10 
clindamycin-benzoyl peroxide ................... 7 

clobetasol ...................................................... 7 

clomiphene citrate ....................................... 9 

clomipramine ............................................... 5 

clonazepam ................................................... 3 

clonidine ....................................................... 6 
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clopidogrel .................................................... 6 

clorazepate dipotassium.............................. 5 

clotrimazole .................................................. 2 

clotrimazole-betamethasone ...................... 7 

clozapine ....................................................... 5 

codeine sulfate .............................................. 4 
colchicine-probenecid ............................... 10 

COLCRYS .................................................... 10 

colestipol ....................................................... 6 

COMBIPATCH ........................................... 10 

COMBIVENT .............................................. 12 

compro .......................................................... 9 

constulose ..................................................... 9 
COPAXONE .................................................. 4 

CORTIFOAM ................................................ 9 

covaryx ........................................................ 10 

cpm-pseudoephed-hydrocodone ............. 12 

CREON .......................................................... 9 

CRESTOR ..................................................... 6 

CRINONE ................................................... 10 
cromolyn ................................................. 9, 12 

cryselle (28) ................................................ 11 

cyclafem 1/35 (28) ..................................... 11 

cyclobenzaprine ........................................... 4 

cyclopentolate............................................. 12 

cyclophosphamide ....................................... 3 

cyclosporine .................................................. 3 
cytra-k ......................................................... 13 

D 
DALIRESP .................................................. 12 

dantrolene ..................................................... 4 

DAPSONE ..................................................... 2 

dasetta 1/35 (28) ........................................ 11 
dasetta 7/7/7 (28) ...................................... 11 

DELZICOL .................................................... 9 

DENAVIR ..................................................... 7 

desipramine .................................................. 5 

desmopressin................................................ 9 

desonide ........................................................ 8 

desoximetasone ............................................ 8 
dexamethasone ............................................ 8 

dexamethasone sodium phosphate.......... 12 
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dexmethylphenidate .................................... 5 

dextroamphetamine .................................... 5 

dextroamphetamine-amphetamine ........... 5 

diazepam ................................................... 3, 5 

diclofenac sodium .............................. 4, 7, 12 

diclofenac-misoprostol ................................ 4 

dicloxacillin .................................................. 2 

dicyclomine .................................................. 9 

DIFFERIN .................................................... 7 
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dilt-xr ............................................................ 6 

diphenoxylate-atropine ............................... 9 
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disulfiram ..................................................... 8 
DIURIL ......................................................... 6 

divalproex ..................................................... 3 

donepezil ....................................................... 4 

dorzolamide ................................................ 12 

dorzolamide-timolol .................................. 12 

doxazosin ...................................................... 6 

doxepin ......................................................... 5 
doxycycline hyclate ...................................... 3 

dronabinol .................................................... 9 

drospirenone-ethinyl estradiol ................. 11 

duloxetine ..................................................... 5 

E 
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econazole ...................................................... 7 

eemt ............................................................. 10 

EFFIENT ....................................................... 6 

ELIDEL ......................................................... 7 

elinest .......................................................... 11 

eliphos ......................................................... 13 

ELMIRON ................................................... 13 
EMEND ......................................................... 9 

emoquette ................................................... 11 

EMTRIVA ..................................................... 2 

enalapril maleate ......................................... 6 

ENBREL ...................................................... 10 

endocet .......................................................... 4 

enoxaparin .................................................... 6 
enpresse ...................................................... 11 

enskyce ........................................................ 11 

entacapone.................................................... 3 

enulose .......................................................... 9 

EPIDUO ........................................................ 7 

epinastine ................................................... 12 

epinephrine ................................................ 12 
EPIPEN 2-PAK ........................................... 12 

EPIPEN JR 2-PAK ..................................... 12 

epitol.............................................................. 3 

eplerenone .................................................... 6 

EPZICOM ..................................................... 2 

errin ............................................................. 10 

ery pads ......................................................... 7 
ERYPED 200 ................................................ 2 

ery-tab ........................................................... 2 

erythromycin .......................................... 2, 11 

erythromycin with ethanol ......................... 7 

erythromycin-benzoyl peroxide ................. 7 

escitalopram oxalate .................................... 5 
estarylla ....................................................... 11 

estazolam ...................................................... 5 

ESTRACE .................................................... 10 

estradiol ...................................................... 10 

estradiol-norethindrone acet .................... 10 

ESTRING .................................................... 10 

estrogens-methyltestosterone .................. 10 
estropipate .................................................. 10 

eszopiclone .................................................... 5 

ethambutol .................................................... 2 

ethosuximide ................................................ 3 

etodolac ......................................................... 4 

EURAX .......................................................... 8 

exemestane .................................................... 3 

EXTAVIA ..................................................... 10 

F 
falmina (28) ................................................ 11 

famciclovir ..................................................... 2 
famotidine ..................................................... 9 

felbamate ....................................................... 3 

felodipine....................................................... 6 

FEMHRT LOW DOSE ............................... 10 

FEMRING ................................................... 10 

fenofibrate ..................................................... 6 

fentanyl patches ............................................ 4 
FENTORA ..................................................... 4 

finasteride ................................................... 13 

FIRST-LANSOPRAZOLE ............................ 9 

FIRST-OMEPRAZOLE ................................ 9 

flavoxate ...................................................... 13 

flecainide ....................................................... 5 

FLECTOR ...................................................... 4 
FLOVENT DISKUS .................................... 12 

fluconazole .................................................... 2 

fludrocortisone ............................................. 8 

flunisolide .................................................... 12 

fluocinolone .................................................. 8 

fluocinolone acetonide oil ........................... 8 

fluocinonide .................................................. 8 
fluorometholone ......................................... 12 

fluorouracil .................................................... 7 

fluoxetine ....................................................... 5 

fluphenazine hcl ........................................... 5 

flurazepam .................................................... 5 

flurbiprofen ................................................... 4 

flurbiprofen sodium ................................... 12 
flutamide ....................................................... 3 

fluticasone ............................................... 8, 13 

fluvastatin...................................................... 6 

fluvoxamine .................................................. 5 

FML S.O.P. .................................................. 12 

folic acid ...................................................... 13 

fondaparinux ................................................ 6 
FORADIL AEROLIZER ............................. 13 

FORTEO ...................................................... 10 

fortical ............................................................ 9 

fosinopril ....................................................... 6 

FRAGMIN ..................................................... 6 

furosemide .................................................... 6 

G 
gabapentin..................................................... 3 

galantamine .................................................. 4 

gatifloxacin .................................................. 11 

gemfibrozil .................................................... 6 

generlac ......................................................... 9 
gengraf ........................................................... 3 

gentak .......................................................... 11 

gentamicin............................................... 7, 11 

gildess .......................................................... 11 

gildess fe ...................................................... 11 

glimepiride .................................................... 8 

glipizide ......................................................... 8 
glipizide-metformin ..................................... 8 

GLUCAGEN HYPOKIT ................................ 8 

GLUCAGON EMERGENCY KIT 
(HUMAN) ................................................ 8 

glyburide........................................................ 8 

glyburide micronized ................................... 8 
glyburide-metformin ................................... 8 

glycopyrrolate ............................................... 9 

GOLYTELY .................................................... 9 

granisetron hcl ............................................. 9 

griseofulvin microsize ................................. 2 

guanfacine ..................................................... 6 

H 
halobetasol propionate ................................ 8 

haloperidol .................................................... 5 

HARVONI ..................................................... 2 

heather ........................................................ 10 

HUMATROPE ............................................ 10 

HUMIRA ..................................................... 10 
hydralazine ................................................... 6 

hydrochlorothiazide..................................... 6 

hydrocodone-acetaminophen ..................... 4 

hydrocodone-homatropine ....................... 12 

hydrocodone-ibuprofen .............................. 4 

hydrocortisone ............................................. 8 

hydrocortisone-acetic acid .......................... 8 
hydrocortisone-pramoxine ......................... 9 

hydromet ..................................................... 12 

hydromorphone ........................................... 4 

hydroxychloroquine ..................................... 2 

hydroxyurea .................................................. 3 

hydroxyzine hcl .......................................... 12 

hyoscyamine sulfate .................................... 9 

I 
ibandronate ................................................ 10 

ibuprofen ...................................................... 4 

imipramine hcl ............................................. 5 

imiquimod .................................................... 7 

indapamide ................................................... 6 
indomethacin ............................................... 4 

introvale ...................................................... 11 

INVOKANA .................................................. 8 

ipratropium bromide ............................. 8, 13 

ipratropium-albuterol ............................... 13 

irbesartan ...................................................... 6 
ISENTRESS .................................................. 2 

isometh-dichloral-acetaminophn .............. 3 

isoniazid ........................................................ 2 

isosorbide dinitrate ...................................... 7 

isosorbide mononitrate ............................... 7 

itraconazole .................................................. 2 

J 
jantoven ........................................................ 6 

JANUMET .................................................... 8 

JANUVIA ...................................................... 8 

jencycla ........................................................ 10 

jinteli ........................................................... 10 

jolessa .......................................................... 11 
jolivette........................................................ 10 

junel 1.5/30 (21) ......................................... 11 

junel fe 1.5/30 (28) .................................... 11 

K 
KALETRA ..................................................... 2 
kariva (28) .................................................. 11 

kelnor 1/35 (28) ......................................... 11 

ketoconazole ............................................. 2, 7 

ketoprofen ..................................................... 4 

ketorolac ................................................. 4, 12 

klor-con ....................................................... 13 

KOMBIGLYZE XR ....................................... 8 

kurvelo ........................................................ 11 

L 
labetalol ......................................................... 6 

lactulose ........................................................ 9 

lamivudine .................................................... 2 

lamivudine-zidovudine ............................... 2 
lamotrigine ................................................... 3 

LANTUS ........................................................ 8 

LANTUS SOLOSTAR ................................... 8 

latanoprost .................................................. 12 

LATUDA ........................................................ 5 

leena 28 ....................................................... 11 
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leflunomide................................................. 10 

lessina .......................................................... 11 

LETAIRIS ................................................... 13 

letrozole ........................................................ 3 

leucovorin calcium ....................................... 3 

levalbuterol hcl ........................................... 13 

LEVEMIR ..................................................... 8 

LEVEMIR FLEXPEN .................................. 8 

levetiracetam ................................................ 3 

levobunolol ................................................. 12 

levofloxacin ................................................... 3 
levonest (28) ............................................... 11 

levonorgestrel ............................................. 11 

levonorgestrel-ethinyl estrad ................... 11 

levora-28 ..................................................... 11 

levothyroxine ................................................ 9 

levoxyl ........................................................... 9 

LEXIVA ......................................................... 2 
LIALDA ......................................................... 9 

lidocaine ........................................................ 7 

lidocaine hcl.................................................. 7 

LINZESS ....................................................... 9 

liothyronine .................................................. 9 

LIPTRUZET .................................................. 7 

lisinopril ........................................................ 6 
lithium carbonate ........................................ 5 

lorazepam ..................................................... 5 

losartan ......................................................... 6 

LOTEMAX .................................................. 12 

lovastatin ...................................................... 7 

LOVAZA ........................................................ 7 

low-ogestrel (28) ........................................ 11 
loxapine succinate ....................................... 5 

LUMIGAN .................................................. 12 

lutera (28) ................................................... 11 

LYRICA ......................................................... 3 

M 
MACRODANTIN ......................................... 3 
malathion ...................................................... 8 

marlissa ....................................................... 11 

matzim la ...................................................... 6 

meclizine ....................................................... 9 

medroxyprogesterone ............................... 10 

mefenamic acid ............................................ 4 

mefloquine .................................................... 2 
megestrol ...................................................... 3 

meloxicam .................................................... 4 

meperidine.................................................... 4 

MEPHYTON ................................................. 6 

mercaptopurine............................................ 3 

mesalamine .................................................. 9 

MESTINON TIMESPAN ............................. 4 
metaxalone ................................................... 4 

metformin ..................................................... 8 

methadone .................................................... 4 

methazolamide ........................................... 12 

methenamine hippurate ............................. 3 

methimazole ................................................. 8 

methocarbamol ............................................ 4 
methotrexate sodium .................................. 3 

methscopolamine ......................................... 9 

methyldopa ................................................... 6 

methylergonovine ...................................... 11 

methylphenidate .......................................... 5 

methylprednisolone ..................................... 8 
metoclopramide hcl ..................................... 9 

metolazone ................................................... 6 

metoprolol succinate ................................... 6 

metronidazole .................................... 2, 7, 10 

mexiletine ..................................................... 5 

microgestin 1.5/30 (21) ............................. 11 

microgestin fe 1.5/30 (28) ........................ 11 
mimvey ........................................................ 10 

minocycline ................................................... 3 

minoxidil ....................................................... 6 

mirtazapine ................................................... 5 

misoprostol ................................................... 9 

modafinil ....................................................... 5 

moexipril ....................................................... 6 

mometasone .................................................. 8 

mono-linyah ................................................ 11 

mononessa (28) .......................................... 11 

montelukast ................................................ 13 

MONUROL ................................................... 3 
morphine ....................................................... 4 

moxifloxacin.................................................. 3 

MULTAQ ....................................................... 5 

mupirocin ...................................................... 7 

my way ......................................................... 11 

mycophenolate mofetil ................................ 3 

myorisan ........................................................ 7 
myzilra ......................................................... 11 

N 
nabumetone .................................................. 4 

nadolol ........................................................... 6 

naltrexone ..................................................... 4 

NAMENDA.................................................... 4 
naproxen ....................................................... 4 

naratriptan .................................................... 3 

NASONEX ................................................... 13 

nateglinide..................................................... 8 

necon 0.5/35 (28)....................................... 11 

nefazodone .................................................... 5 

neomycin ....................................................... 2 
neomycin-polymyxin b-dexameth ............ 12 

neomycin-polymyxin-gramicidin ............. 11 

neomycin-polymyxin-hc ........................ 8, 12 

NEUPOGEN ................................................ 10 

nevirapine ..................................................... 2 

next choice .................................................. 11 

next choice one dose .................................. 11 
niacin ............................................................. 7 

nifedical xl ..................................................... 6 

nifedipine ...................................................... 6 

nikki (28) ..................................................... 11 

nisoldipine..................................................... 6 

nitro-bid ........................................................ 7 

nitrofurantoin macrocrystal ........................ 3 
nitroglycerin .................................................. 7 

NITROSTAT .................................................. 7 

nora-be ........................................................ 10 

norethindrone acetate................................ 10 

norgestimate-ethinyl estradiol.................. 11 

norgestrel-ethinyl estradiol ....................... 11 

nortrel 0.5/35 (28) ..................................... 11 
nortriptyline .................................................. 5 

NORVIR ........................................................ 2 

NOVOLIN 70/30 .......................................... 8 

NOVOLOG .................................................... 8 

NOVOLOG FLEXPEN ................................. 8 

NOVOLOG MIX 70-30 ................................ 8 

NOVOLOG MIX 70-30 FLEXPEN ............. 8 
NOVOLOG PENFILL ................................... 8 

NUTROPIN ................................................. 10 

NUVARING ................................................. 10 

nyamyc........................................................... 7 

nystatin ...................................................... 2, 7 

nystatin-triamcinolone ................................ 7 
nystop ............................................................ 7 

O 
ocella ............................................................ 11 

ofloxacin .................................................. 8, 11 

olanzapine ..................................................... 5 

olanzapine-fluoxetine .................................. 5 
omega-3 acid ethyl esters ............................ 7 

omeprazole .................................................... 9 

ondansetron .................................................. 9 

one daily prenatal ...................................... 13 

ONE TOUCH TEST STRIP ......................... 9 

ONGLYZA ..................................................... 9 

ONSOLIS ...................................................... 4 

ORAP ............................................................. 5 

orphenadrine citrate .................................... 4 

orsythia ....................................................... 11 

OTEZLA ...................................................... 10 

oxaprozin ...................................................... 4 

oxazepam ...................................................... 5 
oxcarbazepine ............................................... 3 

oxybutynin chloride ................................... 13 

oxycodone ..................................................... 4 

oxycodone-acetaminophen ......................... 4 

oxycodone-aspirin ....................................... 4 

OXYCONTIN ................................................ 4 

oxymorphone ............................................... 4 
oyster shell calcium-vit d3 ........................ 13 

P 
pacerone ........................................................ 5 

pancrelipase 5000 ....................................... 9 

pantoprazole ............................................... 10 

paricalcitol .................................................... 9 
paroxetine hcl ............................................... 5 

PATADAY ................................................... 12 

PATANOL ................................................... 12 

peg 3350-electrolytes .................................. 9 

peg-3350 with flavor packs ......................... 9 

PEGASYS .................................................... 10 

peg-electrolyte soln ...................................... 9 
PEGINTRON .............................................. 10 

penicillin v potassium.................................. 2 

PENTASA ...................................................... 9 

pentazocine-naloxone ................................. 4 

pentoxifylline ................................................ 6 

PERFOROMIST ......................................... 13 

perindopril erbumine .................................. 6 
permethrin .................................................... 8 

perphenazine ................................................ 5 

perphenazine-amitriptyline ........................ 5 

phenadoz ..................................................... 12 

phenazopyridine ........................................ 13 

phenelzine ..................................................... 5 

phenobarbital ............................................... 3 
phenytoin ...................................................... 3 

phospha 250 neutral .................................. 13 

pilocarpine hcl ........................................ 8, 12 

pindolol ......................................................... 6 

pioglitazone .................................................. 9 

piroxicam ...................................................... 4 

podofilox ....................................................... 7 
polymyxin b sulf-trimethoprim ................ 11 

portia ........................................................... 11 

potassium chloride .................................... 13 

potassium citrate........................................ 13 

PRADAXA ..................................................... 6 

pramipexole .................................................. 3 

PRAMOSONE............................................... 7 
pravastatin .................................................... 7 

prazosin ......................................................... 6 

PRED MILD ............................................... 12 

prednisolone ................................................. 8 

prednisolone acetate .................................. 12 

prednisone .................................................... 8 
PREMARIN ................................................ 10 

PREMPHASE ............................................. 10 

PREMPRO .................................................. 10 

prenatal complete ...................................... 13 

prenatal multivitamins .............................. 13 

prevalite ........................................................ 7 

previfem ...................................................... 11 
PREZISTA ..................................................... 2 
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primidone ..................................................... 3 

PRISTIQ ........................................................ 5 

PROAIR HFA ............................................. 13 

probenecid .................................................. 10 

prochlorperazine .......................................... 9 

PROCRIT .................................................... 10 

PROCTOFOAM HC ..................................... 9 

proctosol hc .................................................. 9 

progesterone micronized .......................... 10 

promethazine ............................................. 12 

promethazine vc ......................................... 12 
promethegan .............................................. 12 

propafenone ................................................. 5 

propranolol ................................................... 6 

propylthiouracil ........................................... 8 

PROTOPIC .................................................... 7 

protriptyline ................................................. 5 

PULMICORT FLEXHALER ..................... 13 
pyridostigmine bromide ............................. 4 

Q 
quasense ..................................................... 11 

quetiapine ..................................................... 5 

quinapril ....................................................... 6 

quinine sulfate .............................................. 2 
QVAR .......................................................... 13 

R 
rabeprazole ................................................. 10 

raloxifene .................................................... 10 

ramipril ......................................................... 6 

RANEXA ....................................................... 7 
RAPAMUNE ................................................. 3 

REBIF (WITH ALBUMIN) ....................... 10 

reclipsen (28) ............................................. 11 

RELPAX ........................................................ 3 

RENAGEL ..................................................... 8 

rena-vite ...................................................... 13 
RENVELA ..................................................... 8 

repaglinide .................................................... 9 

reprexain ....................................................... 4 

RESTASIS ................................................... 12 

REYATAZ ...................................................... 2 

ribapak dose pack ........................................ 2 

ribavirin ........................................................ 2 
rifampin ........................................................ 2 

risedronate.................................................. 10 

risperidone ................................................... 5 

rivastigmine tartrate .................................... 4 

rizatriptan ..................................................... 3 

ropinirole ...................................................... 3 

ROXICET ...................................................... 4 

S 
salicylic acid .................................................. 7 

salsalate ......................................................... 4 

SAVELLA .................................................... 10 

selegiline hcl ................................................. 3 

selenium sulfide ........................................... 7 
SENSIPAR .................................................... 9 

SEREVENT DISKUS ................................. 13 

SEROQUEL XR ............................................ 5 

sertraline ....................................................... 5 

sevelamer carbonate .................................... 8 

silver sulfadiazine ........................................ 7 

simvastatin ................................................... 7 
sotalol ............................................................ 5 

SOVALDI ...................................................... 2 

spinosad ........................................................ 8 

SPIRIVA ...................................................... 13 

spironolacton-hydrochlorothiaz ................ 6 

sprintec (28) ............................................... 11 

sronyx .......................................................... 11 

STRATTERA ................................................. 5 

STROMECTOL ............................................. 2 

SUBOXONE .................................................. 4 

sucralfate ..................................................... 10 

sulfacetamide sodium ............................ 7, 12 

sulfacetamide sodium (acne) ...................... 7 

sulfacetamide sodium-sulfur ...................... 7 

sulfacetamide sod-sulfur-urea .................... 7 

sulfacetamide-prednisolone ...................... 12 
sulfamethoxazole-trimethoprim................. 3 

sulfasalazine .................................................. 9 

sulfazine......................................................... 9 

sulindac ......................................................... 4 

sumatriptan inj ............................................. 3 

sumatriptan nasal......................................... 3 

sumatriptan tab ............................................ 3 
SUSTIVA ....................................................... 2 

syeda ............................................................ 11 

SYMBICORT ............................................... 13 

T 
tacrolimus ..................................................... 3 

TAMIFLU ...................................................... 2 
tamoxifen ...................................................... 3 

tamsulosin ................................................... 13 

TAZORAC ...................................................... 7 

taztia xt .......................................................... 6 

TEGRETOL XR ............................................. 3 

telmisartan .................................................... 6 

temazepam .................................................... 5 
terazosin ........................................................ 6 

terbinafine hcl ............................................... 2 

terconazole .................................................. 10 

testosterone cypionate ................................. 9 

tetracycline .................................................... 3 

theophylline ................................................ 13 

thioridazine ................................................... 5 
thiothixene .................................................... 5 

tiagabine ........................................................ 3 

ticlopidine ..................................................... 6 

TIKOSYN ....................................................... 5 

timolol maleate ....................................... 6, 12 

tinidazole ....................................................... 2 

tizanidine ....................................................... 4 
tobramycin .................................................. 11 

tobramycin-dexamethasone...................... 12 

TOBREX ...................................................... 11 

tolterodine ................................................... 13 

topiramate ..................................................... 3 

torsemide....................................................... 6 

TOVIAZ ....................................................... 13 
TRACLEER ................................................. 13 

tramadol ........................................................ 4 

tramadol-acetaminophen ............................ 4 

trandolapril ................................................... 6 

tranexamic acid .......................................... 10 

tranylcypromine ........................................... 5 

travoprost (benzalkonium) ....................... 12 
trazodone ....................................................... 5 

tretinoin ......................................................... 7 

triamcinolone acetonide ........................ 8, 13 

triamterene-hydrochlorothiazid ................. 6 

triazolam ....................................................... 5 

tri-estarylla .................................................. 11 
trifluoperazine .............................................. 5 

trifluridine ................................................... 12 

trihexyphenidyl............................................. 3 

tri-linyah ..................................................... 11 

trilyte with flavor packets............................ 9 

trimethobenzamide ..................................... 9 

trimethoprim ................................................ 3 

trinessa (28) ............................................... 11 

tri-previfem (28) ........................................ 11 

tri-sprintec (28) ......................................... 11 

trivora (28) ................................................. 11 

trospium ...................................................... 13 

TRULICITY ................................................... 9 

TRUVADA ..................................................... 2 

U 
unithroid ....................................................... 9 

UROCIT-K 15.............................................. 13 

ursodiol ......................................................... 9 

V 
VAGIFEM ................................................... 10 

valacyclovir ................................................... 2 

VALCYTE ...................................................... 2 

valproic acid ................................................. 3 

valsartan........................................................ 6 

valsartan-hydrochlorothiazide ................... 6 

vancomycin ................................................... 3 

vandazole .................................................... 10 

velivet triphasic regimen (28) .................. 11 

venlafaxine .................................................... 5 

VENTOLIN HFA ........................................ 13 

verapamil ...................................................... 6 

veripred 20 ................................................... 8 

VESICARE .................................................. 13 
vicodin ........................................................... 4 

VICTOZA....................................................... 9 

VIGAMOX ................................................... 11 

VIIBRYD ....................................................... 5 

VIMPAT ........................................................ 3 

viorele (28) ................................................. 11 
VIRACEPT .................................................... 2 

VIREAD......................................................... 2 

VIVELLE-DOT ........................................... 10 

VOLTAREN GEL.......................................... 4 

voriconazole .................................................. 2 

VYVANSE ..................................................... 5 

W 
warfarin ......................................................... 6 

wera (28) ..................................................... 11 

X 
XARELTO ..................................................... 6 

XELJANZ .................................................... 10 
xulane .......................................................... 10 

x-viate ............................................................ 7 

XYREM ......................................................... 5 

Z 
zafirlukast ................................................... 13 
zaleplon ......................................................... 5 

zamicet .......................................................... 4 

zarah ............................................................ 11 

zenatane ........................................................ 7 

ZETIA ............................................................ 7 

zidovudine .................................................... 2 

ziprasidone hcl ............................................. 5 
zolmitriptan .................................................. 3 

zolpidem ........................................................ 5 

zonisamide .................................................... 3 

zovia 1/35e (28) .......................................... 11 

ZOVIRAX ...................................................... 7 

ZYCLARA ...................................................... 7 

ZYVOX .......................................................... 2 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF MOVANTIK (NALOXEGOL) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Movantik is an opioid antagonist indicated for the treatment of opioid‐
induced constipation (OIC) in adult patients with chronic non‐cancer pain. 

DOSAGE FORMS: Tablets: 12.5 mg and 25 mg. 

ADMINISTRATION:  
 Discontinue maintenance laxative therapy before starting Movantik; may resume

laxatives if patients have OIC symptoms after taking Movantik for 3 days. 
 Take on an empty stomach at least 1 hour prior to the first meal of the day or 2 hours

after the meal. 
 Swallow tablets whole, do not crush or chew.
 Avoid consumption of grapefruit or grapefruit juice.
 Discontinue if treatment with opioid pain medication is also discontinued.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Gastrointestinal perforation – Consider the overall risk benefit in patients with known or

suspected lesions of the GI tract. Monitor for severe, persistent or worsening abdominal 
pain; discontinue if development of symptoms. 

 Opioid withdrawal – consider the overall risk benefit in patients with disruptions to the
blood‐brain barrier. Monitor for symptoms of opioid withdrawal. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) are: 
abdominal pain, diarrhea, nausea, flatulence, vomiting, and headache.  

DRUG INTERACTIONS: 
 Moderate CYP3A4 inhibitors (e.g., diltiazem, erythromycin, verapamil) – Increased

naloxegol concentrations; avoid concomitant use; if unavoidable, reduce dosage to 
12.5mg once daily and monitor for adverse reactions. 

 Strong CYP3A4 inducers (e.g., rifampin): Decreased concentrations of naloxegol;
concomitant use is not recommended. 

 Other opioid antagonists: Potential for additive effect and increased risk of opioid
withdrawal; avoid concomitant use. 

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
 Discontinue all maintenance laxative therapy prior to initiation of Movantik.
 Take on an empty stomach.
 Swallow tablets whole, do not crush or chew.
 Avoid grapefruit or grapefruit juice.

COST 
 Movantik 12.5 mg approximately $9 per tablet.
 Movantik 25 mg approximately $9 per tablet.
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF MARINOL (DRONABINOL) 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Marinol is an orally active cannabinoid which has complex effects on 
the central nervous system (CNS), including central sympathomimetic activity. Marinol is 
indicated for the treatment of anorexia associated with weight loss in patients with AIDS, and 
nausea and vomiting associated with cancer chemotherapy in patients who have failed to 
respond adequately to conventional antiemetic treatments. 

DOSAGE FORMS: Capsules: 2.5 mg, 5 mg and 10 mg. 

ADMINISTRATION:  
 Appetite stimulation: Initially 2.5 mg orally twice daily before lunch and supper. The

dosage may be gradually increased to a maximum of 20 mg/day administered in divided 
doses. 

 Antiemetic: Initial dose of 5 mg/m2 given 1 to 3 hours prior to administration of
chemotherapy, then every 2 to 4 hours after chemotherapy is given for a total of 4 to 6 
doses/day. In the absence of significant side effects, the dose may be escalated by 2.5 
mg/m2 increments to a maximum of 15 mg/m2 per dose. 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Gastrointestinal perforation – Consider the overall risk benefit in patients with known or

suspected lesions of the GI tract. Monitor for severe, persistent or worsening abdominal 
pain; discontinue if development of symptoms. 

 Opioid withdrawal – consider the overall risk benefit in patients with disruptions to the
blood‐brain barrier. Monitor for symptoms of opioid withdrawal. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS: The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3‐10 %) are: 
abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, euphoria, paranoid reaction, somnolence, and 
thinking abnormal. 

DRUG INTERACTIONS: 
 Amphetamines, cocaine, other sympathomimetic agents – additive hypertension,

tachycardia, possibly cardiotoxicity. 
 Atropine, scopolamine, antihistamines, other anticholinergic agents – Additive or super‐

additive tachycardia, drowsiness. 
 Tricyclic antidepressants – Additive tachycardia, hypertensions, drowsiness.
 Barbiturates, benzodiazepines, ethanol, lithium, opioids, buspirone, antihistamines,

muscle relaxants, other CNS depressants – Additive drowsiness and CNS depression.
 Disulfiram – A reversible hypomanic reaction was reported.
 Fluoxetine – Possible reversible hypomania.
 Antipyrine/barbiturates – Decreased clearance of these agents.
 Theophylline – Increased theophylline metabolism.

PATIENT COUNSELING INFORMATION: 
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 Tell the doctor if patient has heart disease or cardiac disorders.
 Tell the doctor if patient has a history of drug or alcohol abuse.
 Tell the doctor if patient has mental health problems.
 Tell the doctor if patient has a history of seizures.

COST 
 Marinol 2.5 mg approximately $11 per brand capsule, $5 per generic.
 Marinol 5 mg approximately $24 per brand capsule, $10 per generic.
 Marinol 10 mg approximately $45 per brand capsule, $20 per generic.
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF HYDROQUINONE CONTAINING AGENTS 

INDICATIONS AND USE: Hydroquinone is indicated for the gradual temporary bleaching of 
hyperpigmented skin conditions such as chloasma, melasma, freckles, senile lentigines and 
other undesired areas of melanin hyperpigmentation. 

DOSAGE FORMS: Cream: 4%; Solution: 3%; Emulsion: 4% 

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Apply to the affected area(s) and rub in well twice daily or as directed
 Apply a sunscreen to treated areas or wear sun‐protective clothing to prevent

repigmentation.
 If no improvement is seen after 2 months of treatment, use of this product should be

discontinued.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Bleaching – hydroquinone is a skin‐bleaching agent which may produce unwanted

cosmetic effects if not used as directed. 
 Irritation – Treatment should be discontinued if itching, excessive inflammation, or

vesicle formation occurs. 
 Sun exposure – During the depigmentation maintenance treatment subsequent to the

intensive depigmentation therapy, sun exposure of the bleached skin should be avoided 
to prevent repigmentation. 

 For external use only – Avoid contact with eyes. Use in paranasal and infraorbital areas
increases the chance of irritation. 

 Sensitivity – A mild, transient stinging may occur in people with sensitive skin. Do not
use on broken or irritated skin. Discontinue use if irritation or rash occurs. 

 Peroxide – Concurrent use of peroxide may result in transient dark staining of skin areas
due to oxidation of hydroquinone.  

 Sulfite sensitivity – Some hydroquinone products may contain sodium metabisulfite, a
sulfite that may cause serious allergic‐type reactions. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS:  No systemic adverse reactions have been reported. Occasional 
hypersensitivity (localized contact dermatitis) may occur, in which case the medication should 
be discontinued and the physician notified immediately. 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF INHALED CORTICOSTEROID/LONG‐ACTING BETA‐2 AGONISTS 
COMBINATION PRODUCTIONS 
 
INDICATIONS AND USE:  
Advair Diskus (fluticasone/salmeterol) 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 4 years and older. 
 Maintenance treatment of airflow obstruction and reducing exacerbations in patients 

with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 
Advair HFA (fluticasone/salmeterol) 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older. 

Breo Ellipta (fluticasone/vilanterol) 
 Long‐term, once‐daily, maintenance treatment of airflow obstruction and reducing 

exacerbations in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 
 Once‐daily treatment of asthma in patients aged 18 years and older. 

Dulera (mometasone/formoterol) 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older. 

Symbicort (budesonide/formoterol) 
 Treatment of asthma in patients 12 years and older. 
 Maintenance treatment of airflow obstruction in patients with chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
 
DOSAGE FORMS:  
 Advair Diskus – Inhalation powder containing a combination of fluticasone propionate 

(100, 250, or 500 mcg) and salmeterol (50 mcg). 
 Advair HFA – Inhalation aerosol containing a combination of fluticasone propionate (45, 

115, or 230 mcg) and salmeterol (21 mcg). 
 Breo Ellipta – Inhalation powder containing 2 foil blister strips. One strip contains 

fluticasone furoate (100 or 200 mcg) and the other contains vilanterol (25 mcg). 
 Dulera – Inhalation aerosol containing a combination of mometasone furoate (100 or 

200 mcg) and formoterol fumarate (5 mcg). 
 Symbicort – Inhalation aerosol containing a combination of budesonide (80 or 160 mcg) 

and formoterol (4.5 mcg). 
 
ADMINISTRATION:  
Advair Diskus 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older: One inhalation twice daily. 

Starting dosage is based on asthma severity. 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 4 to 11 years: One inhalation of Advair Diskus 

100/50 twice daily. 
 Maintenance treatment of COPD: One inhalation of Advair Diskus 250/50 twice daily. 

 
Advair HFA 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older: Two inhalations twice daily. 

Starting dosage is based on asthma severity. 
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Breo Ellipta 
 Maintenance treatment of COPD: One inhalation of Breo Ellipta 100/25 once daily.
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 18 years and older: One inhalation once daily.

Starting dosage is based on asthma severity.

Dulera 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older: Two inhalations twice daily.

Starting dosage is based on prior asthma therapy.

Symbicort 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older: Two inhalations twice daily.

Starting dosage is based on asthma severity. 
 Maintenance treatment of airflow obstruction in COPD: Two inhalations of Symbicort

160/4.5 twice daily. 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 BLACK BOX WARNING: LABA increase the risk of asthma‐related death and asthma‐

related hospitalizations.  
 Do not initiate in acutely deteriorating asthma or COPD. Do not use to treat acute

symptoms. 
 Do not use in combination with an additional medicine containing LABA because of risk

of overdose. 
 Candida albicans infection of the mouth and pharynx may occur. Advise patient to rinse

his/her mouth with water without swallowing after inhalation. 
 Increased risk of pneumonia in patients with COPD.
 Potential worsening of infections.
 Risk of impaired adrenal function when transferring from systemic corticosteroids.

Taper patients slowly.
 Hypercorticism and adrenal suppression may occur with very high dosages or at the

regular dosage in susceptible individuals. If such changes occur, discontinue.
 If paradoxical bronchospasm occurs, discontinue.
 Use with caution in patients with cardiovascular or central nervous system disorders

because of beta‐adrenergic stimulation.
 Assess for decrease in bone mineral density initially and periodically thereafter.
 Monitor growth of pediatric patients.
 Close monitoring for glaucoma and cataracts is warranted.
 Be alert to eosinophilic conditions, hypokalemia, and hyperglycemia.
 Use with caution in patients with convulsive disorders, thyrotoxicosis, diabetes mellitus,

and ketoacidosis.
 Dulera/Symbicort – Strong CYP3A4 inhibitors increase systemic corticosteroid effects.

Exercise caution.

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 27



ADVERSE REACTIONS:  
Advair Diskus – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) include: upper 
respiratory tract infection or inflammation, pharyngitis, dysphonia, oral candidiasis, bronchitis, 
cough, headaches, nausea, vomiting, pneumonia, throat irritation, viral respiratory infections, 
and musculoskeletal pain. 
 
Advair HFA – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) include: upper 
respiratory tract infection or inflammation, throat irritation, dysphonia, headache, dizziness, 
nausea and vomiting. 
 
Breo Ellipta COPD – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) are 
nasopharyngitis, upper respiratory tract infection, headache, and oral candidiasis. 
Breo Ellipta Asthma – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 2%) are 
nasopharyngitis, oral candidiasis, headache, influenza, upper respiratory tract infection, 
bronchitis, sinusitis, oropharyngeal pain, dysphonia, and cough. 
 
Dulera – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) include: nasopharyngitis, 
sinusitis, and headache. 
 
Symbicort – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) include: 
nasopharyngitis, headache, upper respiratory tract infection, pharyngolaryngeal pain, sinusitis, 
influenza, back pain, nasal congestion, stomach discomfort, vomiting, bronchitis, and oral 
candidiasis. 

 
UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Inhaled Corticosteroid/LABA Combination Products Utilization 

01/01/15 ‐ 06/30/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

ADVAIR 100‐50 DISKUS  191 $45,515.58  

ADVAIR 250‐50 DISKUS  642 $191,869.56  

ADVAIR 500‐50 DISKUS  272 $105,385.22  

ADVAIR HFA 115‐21 MCG INHALER  134 $35,975.71  

ADVAIR HFA 230‐21 MCG INHALER  34 $14,511.86  

ADVAIR HFA 45‐21 MCG INHALER  5 $805.68  

BREO ELLIPTA 100‐25 MCG INH  17 $5,158.31  

DULERA 100 MCG/5 MCG INHALER  76 $18,515.04  

DULERA 200 MCG/5 MCG INHALER  114 $29,544.57  

SYMBICORT 160‐4.5 MCG INHALER  349 $96,977.72  

SYMBICORT 80‐4.5 MCG INHALER  124 $31,366.46  

Totals  1958 $575,625.71  
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MISCELLANEOUS AGENTS USED TO TREAT IRRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME 
 
INDICATIONS AND USE:  
 Viberzi (eluxadoline) – Treatment of irritable bowel syndrome with diarrhea (IBS‐D) in 

adults. 
 Linzess (linaclotide) – Treatment of chronic idiopathic constipation in adults and 

treatment of irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) with constipation in adults. 
 Amitiza (lubiprostone) – Treatment of chronic idiopathic constipation in adults; 

treatment of irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) with constipation in women 18 years and 
older; and treatment of opioid‐induced constipation (OIC) in adults with chronic non‐
cancer pain. 

 
DOSAGE FORMS:  
 Viberzi – 75 mg and 100 mg tablets 
 Linzess – 145 mcg and 290 mcg capsules 
 Amitiza – 8 mcg and 24 mcg capsules 

 
ADMINISTRATION:  
 Viberzi – recommended dosage in adults is 100 mg twice daily taken with food. 
 Linzess – IBS‐C: Take 290 mcg orally once daily. CIC: Take 145 mcg orally once daily. 
 Amitiza – CIC and OIC: Take 24 mcg taken twice daily orally with food and water. IBS‐C: 

Take 8 mcg twice daily orally with food and water. 
 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Viberzi – Sphincter of Oddi Spasm and Pancreatitis: Monitor patients without a 

gallbladder for new or worsening abdominal pain, with or without nausea and vomiting, 
or acute biliary pain with liver or pancreatic enzyme elevations. 

 Linzess – Diarrhea: Patients may experience severe diarrhea. 
 Amitiza – Patients may experience nausea; concomitant administration of food may 

reduce this symptom. Do not prescribe for patients with severe diarrhea. Patients may 
experience dyspnea within an hour of first dose. Evaluate patients with symptoms 
suggestive of mechanical gastrointestinal obstruction prior to initiating treatment. 

 
ADVERSE REACTIONS:  
 Viberzi – Most common adverse reactions (> 5%) are constipation, nausea, and 

abdominal pain. 
 Linzess – Most common adverse reactions (incidence of at least 2%) reported in IBS‐C or 

CIC patients are diarrhea, abdominal pain, flatulence, and abdominal distension. 
 Amitiza – Most common adverse reactions (incidence > 4%) are nausea, diarrhea, 

headache, abdominal pain, abdominal distension, and flatulence. 
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UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Medications to Treat IBS Utilization 

01/01/15 – 06/30/15 

Linaclotide  124 $33,516.82

Lubiprostone  56 $13,726.65

Totals  180 $47,243.47
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF AGENTS USED TO TREAT ULCERATIVE COLITIS 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
 Balsalazide – for the treatment of mild to moderate ulcerative colitis in patients 5 years

and older (capsules) and in male patients 18 years and older (tablets). 
 Apriso (mesalamine) – for the treatment of moderately active ulcerative colitis in adults.
 Asacol HD (mesalamine) – for the treatment of moderately active ulcerative colitis in

adults.
 Delzicol (mesalamine) – for the treatment of mildly to moderately active ulcerative

colitis in patients 12 years of age and older.
 Lialda (mesalamine) – for the induction of remission in adults with active, mild to

moderate ulcerative colitis and for the maintenance of remission of ulcerative colitis.
 Pentasa (mesalamine) – for the induction of remission and the treatment of patients

with mildly to moderately active ulcerative colitis.
 Olsalazine – for the maintenance of remission of ulcerative colitis in patients who are

intolerant of sulfasalazine.
 Sulfasalazine (immediate and delayed release) – treatment of mild to moderate

ulcerative colitis; adjunctive therapy in severe ulcerative colitis; prolongation of the
remission period between acute attacks of ulcerative colitis.

DOSAGE FORMS: 
 Balsalazide – Capsules 750 mg; Tablets 1.1 g.
 Mesalamine – Extended-release capsules 0.375 g; Delayed release tablets 800 mg;

Delayed release capsules 400 mg; Delayed release tablets 1.2 g; Extended release
capsule 250 mg and 500 mg.

 Olsalazine – Capsules 250 mg.
 Sulfasalazine – Tablets 500 mg; Delayed release tablets 500 mg.

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Balsalazide tablets – Adults 3.3 g two times daily up to 8 weeks.
 Balsalazide capsules – Adults 2,250 mg three times daily up to 8 weeks. Pediatric

patients 5 – 17 years of age 2,250 mg three times daily or 750 mg three times daily up to
8 weeks.

 Apriso (mesalamine) – Four capsules once daily in the morning with or without food.
 Asacol HD (mesalamine) – Two 800 mg tablets three times daily for 6 weeks.
 Delzicol (mesalamine) – Adults 800 mg three times daily for 6 weeks. Pediatric patients

12 years and older total daily dose is weight based up to a maximum of 2.4 grams/day
for 6 weeks.

 Lialda (mesalamine) – For induction of remission two to four 1.2 g tablets taken once
daily with food. For maintenance of remission, two 1.2 g tablets taken once daily with
food.

 Pentasa (mesalamine) – 1 g four times daily for up to 8 weeks.
 Olsalazine – 1 g/day in 2 divided doses.
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 Sulfasalazine – Initial dosage 3 to 4 g/day in evenly divided doses with dosage intervals
not exceeding 8 hours. Maintenance dosage 2 g/day.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Balsalazide is converted to mesalamine, which has been associated with an acute

intolerance syndrome that may be difficult to distinguish from an exacerbation of 
ulcerative colitis. If acute intolerance syndrome is suspected, promptly discontinue 
treatment with balsalazide. 

 Patients with pyloric stenosis may have prolonged gastric retention of balsalazide.
 Renal toxicity
 Renal function impairment
 Hepatic function impairment
 Hepatotoxicity
 Approximately 17% of subjects receiving olsalazine in clinical studies reported diarrhea.
 Deaths associated with the administration of sulfasalazine have been reported from

irreversible neuromuscular CNS changes.
 Deaths associated with the administration of sulfasalazine have been reported from

agranulocytosis, aplastic anemia, and other blood dyscrasias. Monitor blood counts
frequently.

 Serious infections, including fatal sepsis and pneumonia, have been reported. Some
infections were associated with agranulocytosis, neutropenia, or myelosuppression.
Discontinue sulfasalazine if a patient develops a serious infection.

 Serious skin reactions, some of them fatal, including exfoliative dermatitis, Stevens‐
Johnson syndrome and toxic epidermal necrolysis have been reported. Patients are at 
highest risk for these events early in therapy, with most events occurring within the first 
month of treatment. Discontinue sulfasalazine at the first appearance of skin rash, 
mucosal lesions, or any other sign of hypersensitivity.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: 
 Balsalazide capsules – In controlled clinical trials, patients receiving balsalazide 6.75

g/day most frequently reported the following adverse reactions: headache 
(8%); abdominal pain (6%); diarrhea, nausea (5%); arthralgia, respiratory tract 
infection, vomiting (4%). 

 Balsalazide tablets – The most common adverse reactions with balsalazide were anemia,
diarrhea, fatigue, headache, nasopharyngitis, pharyngolaryngeal pain and urinary tract 
infection. 

 Apriso (mesalamine) – The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥3%) are
headache, diarrhea, upper abdominal pain, nausea, nasopharyngitis, flu or flu‐like 
illness, sinusitis. 

 Asacol (mesalamine) – The most common adverse reactions (incidence > 2% of patients)
were headache, nausea, nasopharyngitis, abdominal pain, and worsening of ulcerative 
colitis. 

 Delzicol (mesalamine) – The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥ 5% of adults)
were abdominal pain, eructation, pain, back pain, rash, dyspepsia, rhinitis, flu syndrome, 
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asthenia, flatulence, vomiting, fever, arthralgia, constipation, and gastrointestinal 
bleeding. 

 Lialda (mesalamine) – The most common adverse reactions (incidence ≥ 2 %) are 
ulcerative colitis, headache, flatulence, liver function test abnormality, and abdominal 
pain. 

 Pentasa (mesalamine) – The most common events (incidence ≥ 1%) were diarrhea, 
headache, nausea, abdominal pain, dyspepsia, vomiting, and rash. 

 Olsalazine – The most commonly reported adverse reactions leading to treatment 
withdrawal were diarrhea or loose stools, abdominal pain and rash or itching (slightly 
greater than 1% of patients receiving olsalazine). 

 Sulfasalazine – The most common events (incidence > 10%) were skin rash, anorexia, 
dyspepsia, gastric distress, nausea, vomiting, and oligospermia. 

 
UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Medications Used to Treat Ulcerative Colitis 

01/01/15 ‐ 06/30/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

LIALDA DR 1.2 GM TABLET  23 $14,265.72 

ASACOL HD DR 800 MG TABLET  23 $12,624.59 

PENTASA 500 MG CAPSULE  10 $7,062.79 

DELZICOL DR 400 MG CAPSULE  11 $4,699.29 

PENTASA 250 MG CAPSULE  5 $2,384.20 

SULFASALAZINE 500 MG TABLET  29 $399.89 

SULFASALAZINE DR 500 MG TAB  6 $196.40 

SULFAZINE EC 500 MG TAB  4 $196.40 

SULFAZINE 500 MG TABLET  12 $139.18 

Totals  123 $41,968.46 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF SODIUM‐GLUCOSE CO‐TRANSPORTER 2 INHIBITORS (SGLT2) 
 
INDICATIONS AND USE: SLGT2 inhibitors are indicated for the treatment of type 2 diabetes 
mellitus as an adjunct to diet and exercise to improve glycemic control. 
 
DOSAGE FORMS:  
 Canagliflozin: Tablets 100 mg and 300mg 
 Dapagliflozin: Tablets 5 mg and 10 mg 
 Empagliflozin: Tablets 10 mg and 25 mg 

 
ADMINISTRATION:  
 Canagliflozin: Initial dosages is 100 mg once daily. May increase to 300 mg once daily in 

patients who require additional glycemic control. 
 Dapagliflozin: Initial dosage is 5 mg once daily. May increase to 10 mg once daily in 

patients who require additional glycemic control. 
 Empagliflozin: Usual dose is 10 mg once daily. May increase to 25 mg once daily. 

 
WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
Canagliflozin, Dapagliflozin, Empagliflozin 
 May cause symptomatic hypotension due to intravascular volume depletion, especially 

in patients with renal impairment, elderly, patients on other antihypertensives, or those 
with low systolic blood pressure. 

 Impairment in renal function. Monitor renal function frequently. 
 May increase the risk of genital mycotic infections. 
 May cause dose‐related LDL‐C elevation. 
 May cause hypoglycemia. Consider a lower dose of insulin or the insulin secretagogue to 

reduce the risk of hypoglycemia. 
Canagliflozin 
 May cause hyperkalemia. 

Dapagliflozin 
 Bladder cancer – an imbalance in bladder cancers was observed in clinical trials. 

Dapagliflozin should not be used in patients with active bladder cancer and should be 
used in caution in patients with a history of bladder cancer. 

Empagliflozin 
 Urinary tract infection – monitor and treat as appropriate. 

 
ADVERSE REACTIONS:  
 Canagliflozin – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 5 %) are: female 

genital mycotic infections, urinary tract infection, and increased urination. 
 Dapagliflozin – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 5 %) are: female 

mycotic infections, nasopharyngitis, and urinary tract infections. 
 Empagliflozin – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 5 %) are: urinary 

tract infections and female genital mycotic infections. 
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DRUG INTERACTIONS: 
Canagliflozin 
 Coadministration with rifampin decreased canagliflozin area under the curve by 51%. 

This decrease may decrease efficacy. 
 Coadministration with digoxin increases the area under the curve. Patients should be 

monitored. 
 Monitoring glycemic control with urine glucose tests is not recommended. 
 Monitoring glycemic control with 1,5‐AG assay is not recommended. 

Dapagliflozin 
 Monitoring glycemic control with urine glucose tests is not recommended. 
 Monitoring glycemic control with 1,5‐AG assay is not recommended. 

Empagliflozin 
 Coadministration with diuretics resulted in increased urine volume and frequency of 

voids, which might enhance the potential for volume depletion. 
 Coadministration with insulin or insulin secretagogues increases the risk for 

hypoglycemia. 
 Monitoring glycemic control with urine glucose tests is not recommended. 
 Monitoring glycemic control with 1,5‐AG assay is not recommended. 

 
UTILIZATION: 

ND Medicaid SGLT2 Inhibitor Utilization 

01/01/2015 – 06/30/2015 

Drug Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

Canagliflozin  70  $25,144.48

Dapagliflozin  21  $7,524.64

Empagliflozin  10  $2,283.14

Totals  101  $34,952.26
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Qty Dispensed Days Supply Qty/Day Breakthrough Pain % PRN Fill History Long Acting Reimburse Amount

240 30 8.00 3% PRN Filled monthly 720 MED  $55.23 

90 30 3.00 13% PRN Filled monthly 180 MED  $24.21 

84 28 3.00 19% PRN Filled monthly 120 MED  $32.88 

120 30 4.00 19%

PRN Filled monthly 

(+ 10 MED/dose Narcotic/Acetaminophen Combo filled 

monthly ‐ 120qty/30days)

120 MED  $44.57 

120 30 4.00 38% Filled monthly 60 MED $30.41 

120 30 4.00 38% Filled monthly 60 MED $44.57 

150 25 6.00 100% None $36.62 

120 30 4.00 100% None $30.41 

60 30 2.00 100% None $25.08 

30 5 6.00 100% None $15.34 

120 30 4.00 100% None $30.41 

120 30 4.00 100% None $10.49 

140 28 5.00 100% None $34.55 

130 33 3.94 100% None $32.48 

Qty Dispensed Days Supply Qty/Day Breakthrough Pain % PRN Fill History Long Acting? Reimburse Amount

120 30 4.00 25% Filled monthly 120 MED $55.59 

60 27 2.22 100% None $30.59 

60 30 2.00 100% None $30.59 

150 30 5.00 100% None $48.23 

112 28 4.00 100% None $37.43 

135 30 4.50 100% None $43.97 

Oxycodone 15mg ‐ 1 tablet equals 22.5 MED PRN (Morphine Equivalent Dose)

Oxycodone 20mg ‐ 1 tablet equals 30 MED (Morphine Equivalent Dose)
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Qty Dispensed Days Supply Qty/Day Breakthrough Pain % PRN Fill History Long Acting? Reimburse Amount

90 30 3.00 38% Filled monthly 120 MED $47.72 

120 30 4.00 100% None $54.44 

90 30 3.00 100% None $47.72 

150 30 5.00 100% None $66.65 

120 30 4.00 100% None $61.76 

30 30 1.00 100% None $19.64 

168 14 12.00 100% None $84.22 

135 15 9.00 100% None $68.78 

Oxycodone 30mg ‐ 1 tablet equals 45 MED (Morphine Equivalent Dose)
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Bookmark of patients taking narcotics and narcotics/APAP

Generic Name

ACETAMINOPHEN WITH CODEINE 

BUTALBIT/ACETAMIN/CAFF/CODEINE 

HYDROCODONE/ACETAMINOPHEN 

OXYCODONE HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN 

TRAMADOL HCL/ACETAMINOPHEN 

Generic Name

HYDROMORPHONE HCL 

MEPERIDINE HCL 

METHADONE HCL 

MORPHINE SULFATE 

OXYCODONE HCL 

OXYMORPHONE HCL 

TAPENTADOL HCL 

TRAMADOL HCL 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF INHALED ANTI‐INFECTIVES FOR CYSTIC FIBROSIS (TOBRAMYCIN AND 
AZTREONAM) 
 
INDICATIONS AND USE:  
 Tobramycin is indicated for the management of cystic fibrosis in adults and pediatric 

patients 6 years and older with Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 
 Aztreonam is indicated to improve respiratory symptoms in cystic fibrosis patients with 

Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 
 
DOSAGE FORMS:  
 Tobramycin: nebulization solution 300 mg/5 mL; capsule for inhalation 28 mg. 
 Aztreonam: lyophilized single use vial 75 mg/ vial. 

 
ADMINISTRATION:  
 Tobramycin – powder for inhalation: 112 mg (4 capsules) every 12 hours, administered 

in alternating periods of 28 days on drug and 28 days off drug. Solution for inhalation: 
300 mg every 12 hours, administered in alternating periods of 28 days on drug and 28 
days off drug. 

 Aztreonam – administer one dose (one single use vial and ampule of diluent) 3 times a 
day for 28 days. 
 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Ototoxicity was reported by patients in the tobramycin powder for inhalation clinical 

studies. 
 Use tobramycin with caution in patients with neuromuscular disorders, including 

myasthenia gravis and Parkinson disease; neuromuscular blockade, respiratory failure, 
and prolonged respiratory paralysis may occur more commonly in these patients. 

 Bronchospasm can occur with inhalation of tobramycin. 
 Audiograms, serum concentrations, and renal function should be monitored as 

appropriate. 
 Fetal harm can occur when aminoglycosides are administered to a pregnant woman. 
 Use caution when aztreonam is administered to patients with a known allergic reaction 

to beta‐lactams. 
 Bronchospasm has been reported with aztreonam for inhalation. Stop treatment if chest 

tightness develops during nebulizer use. 
 
ADVERSE REACTIONS:  
 The most common adverse reactions for tobramycin inhalation solution (≥5 %) are: 

cough, pharyngitis, increased sputum, forced expiratory volume decreased, rales, red 
blood cell sedimentation rate increased, and dysphonia. 

 The most common adverse reactions for tobramycin inhalation powder (≥10 %) are 
cough, lung disorder, productive cough, dyspnea, pyrexia, oropharyngeal pain, 
dysphonia, hemoptysis, and headache. 
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 The most common adverse reactions for aztreonam inhalation solution in clinical trials 
(≥5 %) are: cough, nasal congestion, wheezing, pharyngolaryngeal pain, pyrexia, chest 
discomfort, abdominal pain and vomiting. 

 
DRUG INTERACTIONS: 
 Concurrent and/or sequential use of tobramycin inhalation powder with other drugs 

with neurotoxic, nephrotoxic, or ototoxic potential should be avoided. 
 Tobramycin inhalation solution should not be administered concomitantly with 

ethacrynic acid, furosemide, urea, or mannitol. 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF LEUKOTRIENE MODIFIERS 
 
INDICATIONS AND USE:  
 Singulair (montelukast) – prophylaxis and chronic treatment of asthma in patients 12 

months of age and older. Acute prevention of exercise‐induced bronchoconstriction 
(EIB) in patients 6 years of age and older. Relief of symptoms of allergic rhinitis (AR): 
seasonal allergic rhinitis (SAR) in patients 2 years of age and older; and perennial allergic 
rhinitis (PAR) in patients 6 months of age and older. 

 Accolate (zafirlukast) – prophylaxis and chronic treatment of asthma in adults and 
children 5 years of age and older. 

 Zyflo (zileuton) – prophylaxis and chronic treatment of asthma in adults and children 12 
years of age and older. 

 
DOSAGE FORMS:  
 Singulair: Tablets 10 mg; Chewable tablets 4 mg and 5 mg; Granules 4mg. 
 Accolate: Tablets 10 mg and 20 mg. 
 Zyflo: Tablets 600 mg. 

 
ADMINISTRATION:  
 Singulair 

Asthma: Once daily in the evening for patients 12 months and older. 
Acute prevention of EIB: One tablet at least 2 hours before exercise for patients 6 years 
of age and older. 
SAR: Once daily for patients 2 years and older. 
PAR: Once daily for patients 6 months and older. 
Dosage by age:  
  15 years and older – one 10 mg tablet 
  6 to 14 years: one 5 mg chewable tablet 
  2 to 5 years: one 4 mg chewable tablet or one packet of 4 mg oral granules 
  6 to 23 months: one packet of 4 mg oral granules 

 Accolate 
Adults and children 12 years of age and older – 20 mg twice daily 
Pediatric patients 5 through 11 years of age – 10 mg twice daily 

 Zyflo 
Adults and children 12 years of age and older – two 600 mg tablets twice daily within 
one hour after morning and evening meals. 
 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Leukotriene modifiers are not indicated for use in the reversal of bronchospasm in acute 

asthma attacks, including status asthmaticus. Have appropriate rescue medication 
available. 

 Neuropsychiatric events have been reported in adult, adolescent, and pediatric patients 
taking leukotriene modifiers. Evaluate the risks and benefits of continuing treatment if 
such events occur. 
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 Inhaled corticosteroids may be reduced gradually. Do not abruptly substitute 
leukotriene modifiers for inhaled or oral corticosteroids. 

 Patients with known aspirin sensitivity should continue to avoid aspirin or non‐steroidal 
anti‐inflammatory agents while taking montelukast. 

 Systemic eosinophilia, sometimes presenting with clinical features of vasculitis 
consistent with Churg‐Strauss syndrome, has been reported. These events have been 
sometimes associated with the reduction of oral corticosteroid therapy. 

 Patients with phenylketonuria should be informed that the 4 mg and 5 mg chewable 
montelukast tablets contain phenylalanine.  

 Cases of liver injury and life‐threatening hepatic failure have been reported in patients 
treated with zafirlukast. Patients should be advised to be alert for signs and symptoms 
of liver dysfunction. 

 Coadministration of zafirlukast with warfarin results in clinically significant increase in 
prothrombin time (PT). Patients on oral warfarin and zafirlukast should have their PT 
monitored closely. 

 Elevations of liver function tests may occur with zileuton. Assess hepatic function 
enzymes prior to initiation of therapy and monthly for the first 3 months, every 2‐3 
months for the first year, and periodically thereafter. 

 
ADVERSE REACTIONS:  
 Montelukast – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 5%) are: upper 

respiratory infection, fever, headache, pharyngitis, cough, abdominal pain, diarrhea, 
otitis media, influenza, rhinorrhea, sinusitis, and otitis. 

 Zafirlukast – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥1%) are: headache, 
infection, nausea, diarrhea, pain, asthenia, abdominal pain, accidental injury, dizziness, 
myalgia, fever, back pain, vomiting, SGPT elevation, dyspepsia. 

 Zileuton – The most common adverse reactions (≥ 5%) are: sinusitis, nausea, and 
pharyngolaryngeal pain. 

 
DRUG INTERACTIONS: 
 Zafirlukast administered with warfarin increases prothrombin time. 
 Zafirlukast administered with aspirin increases plasma levels of zafirlukast. 
 Zafirlukast administered with erythromycin decreases plasma levels of zafirlukast. 
 Zafirlukast administered with theophylline decreases plasma levels of zafirlukast. 
 Zileuton increases theophylline levels. 
 Zileuton increases warfarin levels. 
 Zileuton increases propranolol levels and beta‐blocker activity. 
 

UTILIZATION: 
ND Medicaid Leukotriene Inhibitor Utilization 

01/01/2015 – 06/30/2015 

Generic Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

Montelukast  3735  $84,138.12 

Zafirlukast  13  $688.40 

Total  3748  $84,826.52 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

DATE: July 1, 2015 

TO: Physicians Who Prescribe to Medicaid Patients 

FROM: Brendan K. Joyce, PharmD, Administrator Pharmacy Services 

SUBJECT: Gabapentin Indication Survey and Quantity Limits Notice 

 
Under Section 1927 of the Social Security Act and the 2003 Legislative Assembly House Bill 1430, a 
Drug Utilization Review (DUR) Board was formed that monitors for overutilization, incorrect drug 
dosage or duration of drug treatment, and clinical abuse/misuse and, as necessary, introduces remedial 
strategies, in order to improve the quality of care and to conserve program funds or personal expenditures. 
  
The DUR Board, consisting of six physicians, six pharmacists, one consumer advocate, two non-voting 
members of the Department and two Pharmaceutical Representatives, has reviewed and supports the 
Department’s plan to limit gabapentin for non-seizure indications to a daily dose of 1800 mg. We are 
requesting a survey of indication to identify patients with seizure indications to prevent coverage 
interruption.  This notice provides important details on how physicians and patients will continue to 
access Medicaid pharmaceutical benefits with quantity limits in place.  
 
You are receiving this notice because Department records indicate that you have prescribed gabapentin 
Medicaid beneficiaries during the past 90 days. Included, you will find documentation on how to access 
the North Dakota NDC Drug Lookup website. This website provides current drug coverage information, 
including access to quantity limit information. 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR PHYSICIANS 
 
Please provide the indication for your patient receiving over 1800 mg of gabapentin per day.  

The proposed quantity limits are: 

- Gabapentin 600 mg: 3 per day 

- Gabapentin 800 mg: 2 per day 

Note: Different strengths of gabapentin will not be covered concurrently. 

As the prescribing physician, when you prescribe one of the medications listed above for your 
patient/s, the quantity must not exceed the defined limits or the Department will deny the claim at 
the pharmacy.  

For additional information regarding the implementation of quantity limits, please contact Brendan Joyce, 
PharmD, DHS Director of Pharmaceutical Services, at (701) 328-4023. 
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Please Fax this survey to 701-328-1544 Attention: Pharmacy Services 

 
Patient: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Indication for Gabapentin: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 
RETROSPECTIVE DRUG UTILIZATION REVIEW 

CRITERIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
3RD QUARTER 2015 

 
 
 
Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
1. Human Insulin Inhaled / Black Box      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Afrezza (inhaled human insulin powder) use is contraindicated in patients  
with chronic lung disease such as asthma or COPD.  Acute bronchospasm has been  
observed in patients with asthma and COPD using this product.  Before initiating inhaled  
human insulin, perform a detailed medical history, physical exam, and spirometry (FEV1)  
to identify potential lung disease in all patients.    
   
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Include) 
Human Insulin Inhaled   Asthma 
     COPD 
     Asthma Medications    
     COPD Medications 
References: 
Afrezza Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
2. Human Insulin Inhaled / Monitoring       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Afrezza (inhaled human insulin powder) causes a decline in lung function  
over time as measured by FEV1.  Assess pulmonary function (e.g. spirometry) at baseline,  
after the first 6 months of therapy, and annually thereafter, even in the absence of pulmonary  
symptoms. 
   
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Human Insulin Inhaled 
 
References: 
Afrezza Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
3. Human Insulin Inhaled / Lung Cancer                   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Afrezza (inhaled human insulin powder) should not be used in patients 
with active lung cancer.  In patients with prior history of lung cancer or at risk for lung cancer,  
the benefit of inhaled human insulin powder use should outweigh the potential risk.  While  
data is insufficient to determine whether inhaled human insulin has an effect on lung or  
respiratory tract tumors, 2 cases of lung cancer occurred in patients in clinical trials and 2  
additional cases of lung cancer were reported after trial completion.  
   
Conflict Code:  TA  – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C 
Human Insulin Inhaled Lung Cancer 
 
References: 
Afrezza Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
4. Human Insulin Inhaled / Pediatric Use (0-17 yoa)     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Afrezza (inhaled human insulin powder) has not been studied in patients  
younger than 18 years of age. 
   
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B   Util C 
Human Insulin Inhaled  
 
Age Range: 0 - 17 yoa 
 
References: 
Afrezza Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
5. Human Insulin Inhaled / Type 1 / LA Insulin, Type 2 & Other Hypoglycemics ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Afrezza (inhaled human insulin powder) is a rapid-acting insulin product  
and is not a substitute for long-acting insulin.   A review of the recent prescription claims  
data does not reveal the presence of a long-acting insulin product for this patient.  In patients  
with type 1 diabetes inhaled human insulin powder must be used in combination with  
long-acting insulin. 
   
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B   Util C (Negating) 
Human Insulin Inhaled Type 1 Diabetes  Long-acting Insulin 
      Type 2 Diabetes 
      Oral Hypoglycemics 
      Sub-Q Hypoglycemics 
References: 
Afrezza Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
6. Human Insulin Inhaled / Tobacco Use Disorder     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The use of Afrezza (inhaled human insulin powder) is not recommended 
in patients who smoke or who have recently stopped smoking.  The absorption of inhaled  
insulin is increased by smoking.  Its absorption is decreased over a 3-4 week period of  
smoking cessation.  Upon smoking resumption inhaled insulin absorption rapidly reverts 
back to that seen in chronic smokers in only 1 to 2 days. 
   
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Include) 
Human Insulin Inhaled   Tobacco Use Disorder 
 
References: 
Afrezza Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. 
Becker RH, Sha S, Frick AD, Fountaine RJ. The Effect of Smoking Cessation and Subsequent Resumption on 
Absorption of Inhaled Insulin. Diabetes Care Feb 2006 Vol.29No. 2:277-282. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
  
7.  Ivabradine / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum daily dose of Corlanor  
(ivabradine) is 7.5 mg twice daily. 
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine   
 
Max Dose: 15 mg/day 
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
8.  Ivabradine / Severe Hepatic Impairment     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Corlanor (ivabradine) is contraindicated in patients with severe hepatic  
impairment.  Ivabradine undergoes extensive hepatic metabolism and increased systemic  
exposure is anticipated in this patient population. 
 
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C  
Ivabradine Hepatic Impairment  
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
9.  Ivabradine / Contraindicated Cardiac Conditions    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Corlanor (ivabradine) is contraindicated in patients with: acute  
decompensated heart failure, blood pressure less than 90/50 mmHg, sick sinus syndrome,  
sinoatrial block, 3rd degree AV block (unless a functioning demand pacemaker is present),  
resting heart rate of less than 60 bpm prior to treatment, and pacemaker dependence.  
 
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine Bradycardia  
  Sick sinus Syndrome 
  3rd Degree AV Block 
  Hypotension 

Pacemaker 
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
10.  Ivabradine / Strong CYP3A4 Inhibitors     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Corlanor (ivabradine) with strong CYP3A4 inhibitors  
is contraindicated.  Ivabradine undergoes extensive CYP3A4-mediated hepatic metabolism  
and concomitant use with a strong CYP3A4 inhibitor may result in a significant increase in  
ivabradine concentrations and exacerbation of bradycardia and conduction disturbances. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B    Util C  
Ivabradine Nefazodone Itraconazole 
  Clarithromycin Ketoconazole  
  Telithromycin Posaconazole 
  Saquinavir Voriconazole 
  Ritonavir  Boceprevir 
  Nelfinavir Cobicistat  
  Indinavir   
  Atazanavir 
  Darunavir 
  Tipranavir 
   
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
11.  Ivabradine / Strong CYP3A4 Inducers      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Corlanor (ivabradine) with strong CYP3A4 inducers  
should be avoided.  Ivabradine undergoes extensive CYP3A4-mediated hepatic metabolism  
and concomitant use with a strong CYP3A4 inducer may result in decreased ivabradine  
plasma concentrations and loss of therapeutic effect. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine Rifampin 
  Carbamazepine 
  Phenytoin  
  Phenobarbital 
  Primidone 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
12.  Ivabradine / Moderate CYP3A4 Inhibitors     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Corlanor (ivabradine) with moderate CYP3A4 inhibitors  
should be avoided.  Ivabradine undergoes extensive CYP3A4-mediated hepatic metabolism  
and concomitant use with a moderate CYP3A4 inhibitor may result in increased ivabradine  
plasma concentrations and exacerbation of bradycardia and conduction disturbances. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B    Util C  
Ivabradine Aprepitant Amiodarone 
  Ciprofloxacin Imatinib 
  Erythromycin  
  Fluconazole 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
  

Prepared by Health Information Designs, LLC 55



Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Ivabradine / Verapamil & Diltiazem      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Corlanor (ivabradine) with the calcium channel blocker  
(CCB) verapamil or diltiazem should be avoided.   Both verapamil and diltiazem are  
moderate CYP3A4 inhibitors and use with ivabradine, a CYP3A4 substrate, may result in  
elevated ivabradine plasma concentrations and exacerbation of bradycardia and conduction  
disturbances.  Additionally, verapamil and diltiazem can slow the heart rate further increasing  
the risk of bradycardia.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine Verapamil  
  Diltiazem  
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
14.  Ivabradine / Negative Chronotropes      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised in patients taking Corlanor (ivabradine)  
concurrently with other negative chronotropes (e.g., digoxin, amiodarone, beta blockers) 
due to increased risk of bradycardia.  Heart rate monitoring is recommended in patients  
receiving ivabradine concomitantly with these agents. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine Digoxin 
  Amiodarone  
  Beta Blockers 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
 
15.  Ivabradine / Contraceptive Agents      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Corlanor (ivabradine) may cause fetal toxicity when administered to a  
pregnant woman based on animal studies.  Advise females of child-bearing potential to  
use effective contraception when taking ivabradine. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating)  
Ivabradine   Intrauterine Device 
    Subdermal Contraceptive Device 
    Oral Contraceptives 
    Transdermal Patches 
Age Range: 11-45 
Gender: Female 
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
 
16.  Ivabradine / Pregnancy / Pregnancy Negating     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Pregnant patients who are started on Corlanor (ivabradine), especially  
during the first trimester, should be followed closely for destabilization of their congestive  
heart failure that could result from heart rate slowing.   
 
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating)  
Ivabradine Pregnancy Miscarriage 
    Delivery 
    Abortion  
Gender: Female 
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
 
17.  Ivabradine / 2nd Degree AV Block / Pacemaker     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The use of Corlanor (ivabradine) should be avoided in patients with 2nd  
degree atrioventricular block, unless a functioning demand pacemaker is present. 
 
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C (Negating)  
Ivabradine 2nd Degree AV Block Cardiac Pacemaker 
  
Gender: Female 
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
 
18.  Ivabradine / Atrial Fibrillation       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Corlanor (ivabradine) can cause atrial fibrillation.  The manufacturer  
recommends regular monitoring of cardiac rhythm and discontinuation of ivabradine if  
atrial fibrillation develops. 
 
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine Atrial Fibrillation 
  
Gender: Female 
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
19.  Ivabradine / Non-adherence       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Corlanor 
(ivabradine).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in sub-therapeutic  
effects, which may lead to decreased patient outcomes and additional healthcare costs. 
 
Conflict Code:  LR – Non-adherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Ivabradine  
  
 
References: 
Corlanor Prescribing Information, April 2015, Amgen Medical Information. 
 
 
 
20.  Palbociclib / Letrozole (Negating)      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  A review of the patient's profile history does not show the concurrent use 
of Ibrance (palbociclib) with letrozole.  The combination of palbociclib and letrozole 
increases the inhibition of Rb phosphorylation, downstream signaling and tumor growth  
compared to each drug alone. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating) 
Palbociclib   Letrozole 
 
References: 
Ibrance Prescribing Information, Feb. 2015, Pfizer, Inc.  
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
 
21.  Palbociclib 125 mg / Strong CYP3A4 Inhibitors    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Ibrance (palbociclib), a CYP3A4 substrate, with a  
strong CYP3A4 inhibitors should be avoided.  If coadministration with a strong CYP3A4  
inhibitor cannot be avoided the palbociclib dose should be reduced to 75 mg once daily.   
If the inhibitor is discontinued, increase the palbociclib dose (after a 3 - 5 half-lives of the  
inhibitor) to the dose used prior to initiation of the strong 3A4 inhibitor. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B      Util C 
Palbociclib 125mg Nefazodone Atazanavir Boceprevir 
   Clarithromycin Darunavir Cobicistat 
   Telithromycin Tipranavir 
   Saquinavir Itraconazole 
   Ritonavir  Posaconazole 
   Indinavir  Voriconazole 
   Nelfinavir  Ketoconazole 
References: 
Ibrance Prescribing Information, Feb. 2015, Pfizer, Inc.  
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
 
22.  Palbociclib / Strong to Moderate CYP3A4 Inducers    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Ibrance (palbociclib), a CYP3A4 substrate, with moderate  
or strong CYP3A4 inducers should be avoided as coadministration of palbociclib with these  
agents may result in a significant decrease in palbociclib plasma exposure and loss of  
therapeutic effect. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B     Util C 
Palbociclib Phenytoin Rifapentine 
  Phenobarbital Efavirenz 
  Primidone Etravirine 
  Carbamazepine Modafinil 
  Oxcarbazepine Bosentan 
  Rifampin 
  Rifabutin 
References: 
Ibrance Prescribing Information, Feb. 2015, Pfizer, Inc.  
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
23.  Palbociclib / CYP3A4 Substrates w/ Narrow Therapeutic Index   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Ibrance (palbociclib), a CYP3A4 inhibitor, and a CYP3A4  
substrate with a narrow therapeutic index may result in increased CYP3A4 substrate plasma  
exposure and potential for substrate-related adverse effects.  The dose of the substrate may  
need to be reduced when given concurrently with palbociclib.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B    Util C 
Palbociclib Cyclosporine Sirolimus 
  Quinidine Tacrolimus  
  Everolimus Midazolam 
  Fentanyl 
  Pimozide 
  Ergotamine 
  Dihydroergotamine   
References: 
Ibrance Prescribing Information, Feb. 2015, Pfizer, Inc.  
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
24.  Palbociclib / Pregnancy / Pregnancy Negating     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Based on animal findings and mechanism of action, Ibrance (palbociclib)  
may cause fetal harm when administered to a pregnant woman.  The use of effective  
contraception is recommended to avoid pregnancy during treatment and for at least 2  
weeks after the last dose. 
 
Conflict Code:  Mc – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating) 
Palbociclib Pregnancy  Delivery 

Miscarriage 
    Abortion 
References: 
Ibrance Prescribing Information, Feb. 2015, Pfizer, Inc.  
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
25.  Dolutegravir / Non Recommended INSTI ART Regimen Agents   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The patient appears to be receiving an INST-based ART regimen that is  
not recommended in treatment-naïve patients.  The recommended INSTI-based regimens  
involving dolutegravir include: dolutegravir/abacavir/lamivudine (in HLA-B *5701 negative  
patients only) or dolutegravir plus tenofovir and emtricitabine.  Other dolutegravir based  
regimens have not been shown to be as effective as the above recommended regimens. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating)  
Dolutegravir Didanosine Tenofovir 
  Zidovudine Emtricitabine 
  Stavudine Abacavir/Lamivudine 
  Delavirdine Abacavir 
  Etravirine Lamivudine 
  Nevirapine Abacavir/Lamivudine/Dolutegravir 
  Rilpivirine 
  Efavirenz 
  Saquinavir 
  Ritonavir 
  Indinavir 
  Nelfinavir 
  Atazanavir 
  Fosamprenavir 
  Tipranavir 
  Darunavir 
  Maraviroc 
  Enfuvirtide 
   
 
References: 
Panel on Antiretroviral Guidelines for Adults and Adolescents. Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-1 
Infected Adults and Adolescents. Department of Health and Human Services. May 1, 2014. Available at: 
http://www.aidsinfo.nih.gov/ContentFiles/AdultandAdolescentGL.pdf.  
 
 
 
26.  Ticagrelor / Itraconazole        ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Brilinta (ticagrelor) and itraconazole is contraindicated.   
Coadministration of these agents may result in elevated ticagrelor plasma concentrations  
leading to increased risk of bleeding due to the inhibition, by itraconazole, of ticagrelor  
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Ticagrelor Itraconazole  
     
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
27.  Fesoterodine / Itraconazole / Mod to Sev Renal Imp. & Hepatic Imp.  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Toviaz (fesoterodine) and itraconazole is contraindicated  
in patients with moderate to severe renal impairment or moderate to severe hepatic impairment.   
Coadministration of these agents in these patient populations may result in increased  
fesoterodine exposure due to decreased elimination or metabolism plus the inhibition, by  
itraconazole, of fesoterodine CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Fesoterodine Itraconazole CKD Stage 3, 4 & 5 
    ESRD 
    Hepatic Impairment 
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
28.  Fesoterodine 8 mg / Itraconazole / Mod to Sev Renal Imp. & Hepatic Imp.   _______    ________     
Alert Message:  The daily dose of Toviaz (fesoterodine) should not exceed 4 mg once daily 
in patients receiving concurrent therapy with itraconazole.  Coadministration of these agents  
may result in elevated fesoterodine plasma concentrations due to inhibition, by itraconazole,  
of fesoterodine CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. Concurrent use of fesoterodine and  
itraconazole is contraindicated in patients with moderate to severe renal impairment or  
moderate to severe hepatic impairment. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Negate) 
Fesoterodine 8mg Itraconazole CKD Stage 3, 4 & 5 
     ESRD 
     Hepatic Impairment 
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
 
 
29.  Solifenacin / Itraconazole / Severe Renal Imp. & Hepatic Imp.   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Vesicare (solifenacin) and itraconazole is contraindicated  
in patients with severe renal impairment or moderate to severe hepatic impairment.   
Coadministration of these agents in these patient populations may result in increased  
solifenacin exposure due to decreased elimination or metabolism plus inhibition, by  
itraconazole, of solifenacin CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Solifenacin Itraconazole CKD Stage 4 & 5 
    ESRD 
    Hepatic Impairment 
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
30.  Solifenacin / Itraconazole / Severe Renal Imp. & Hepatic Imp.   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Vesicare (solifenacin) and itraconazole is contraindicated  
in patients with severe renal impairment or moderate to severe hepatic impairment.   
Coadministration of these agents in these patient populations may result in increased  
solifenacin exposure due to decreased elimination or metabolism plus inhibition, by  
itraconazole, of solifenacin CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Solifenacin Itraconazole CKD Stage 4 & 5 
    ESRD 
    Hepatic Impairment 
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
31.  Solifenacin 10mg / Itraconazole/ Severe Renal Imp. & Hepatic Imp.  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The daily dose of Vesicare (solifenacin) should not exceed 5 mg once daily  
in patients receiving concurrent therapy with itraconazole.  Coadministration of these agents  
may result in elevated solifenacin plasma concentrations due to the inhibition, by itraconazole,  
of solifenacin CYP3A4 mediated metabolism.  Concurrent use of solifenacin and itraconazole  
is contraindicated in patients with severe renal impairment or moderate to severe hepatic  
impairment. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A    Util B  Util C (Negate) 
Solifenacin 10mg  Itraconazole CKD Stage 4 & 5 
     ESRD 
     Hepatic Impairment 
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health. 
 
 
 
 
32.  Disopyramide / Itraconazole        ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of disopyramide and itraconazole is contraindicated.  
Coadministration of these agents may result in elevated disopyramide plasma  
concentrations and risk of serious cardiovascular adverse events (e.g., QT prolongation  
and torsade de pointes) due to the inhibition, by itraconazole, of disopyramide   
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Disopyramide Itraconazole  
     
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
33.  Methadone / Itraconazole        ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of methadone and itraconazole is contraindicated.  
Coadministration of these agents may cause elevated methadone plasma concentrations  
increasing the risk of serious cardiovascular adverse events (e.g., QT prolongation and  
torsade de pointes) due to the inhibition, by itraconazole, of methadone CYP3A4-mediated  
metabolism. 
 
   
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Methadone Itraconazole  
     
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
 
34.  Telithromycin / Itraconazole / Severe Renal Dz & Hepatic Impairment  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Ketek (telithromycin) and itraconazole is contraindicated  
in patients with severe renal impairment or severe hepatic impairment.  Coadministration of  
these agents may cause elevated telithromycin plasma concentrations increasing the risk of  
serious cardiovascular adverse events (e.g., QT prolongation and torsade de pointes) due  
to the inhibition, by itraconazole, of telithromycin CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
   
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Telithromycin Itraconazole CKD Stage 4 & 5 
    ESRD 
    Hepatic Impairment    
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
35.  Telithromycin / Itraconazole / Severe Renal Dz & Hepatic Impairment  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when Ketek (telithromycin) is administered  
with itraconazole due to the increased risk of serious telithromycin-related adverse  
cardiovascular events (e.g., QT prolongation and torsade de pointes).  Coadministration  
of these agents may cause elevated telithromycin plasma concentrations due to the 
inhibition, by itraconazole, of telithromycin CYP3A4-mediated metabolism. 
   
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negate) 
Telithromycin Itraconazole CKD Stage 4 & 5 
    ESRD 
    Hepatic Impairment    
References: 
Sporanox Prescribing Information, March 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

36. Atazanavir / Nevirapine ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Reyataz (atazanavir) with nevirapine is contraindicated.  
Both agents are CYP3A4 substrates.  Nevirapine is a strong CYP3A4 inducer and use with  
atazanavir can result in substantially decrease atazanavir exposure which may lead to loss  
of therapeutic effect and development of resistance. Atazanavir is a CYP3A4 inhibitor and  
concurrent use may cause increased nevirapine exposure and risk of nevirapine adverse  
reactions. 

Conflict Code:   DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Atazanavir Nevirapine 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health.  
Reyataz Prescribing Information, June 2014, Bristol-Myers Squibb. 

37. Alosetron / Fluvoxamine ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Lotronex (alosetron) with fluvoxamine is contraindicated   
due to the risk of significantly elevated alosetron plasma levels which may result in severe  
constipation.  Fluvoxamine, a CYP3A4 & CYP1A2 inhibitor, has been shown to increase the 
AUC of alosetron, a CYP3A4 & CYP1A2 substrate, approximately 6-fold and prolong the  
half-life by 3-fold. 

Conflict Code:   DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Alosetron Fluvoxamine 

References: 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard 
Facts & Comparisons, 2014 Updates, Wolters Kluwer Health.  

38. Dulaglutide / Medullary Thyroid Cancer & MENS II ________    ________    
Alert Message:  The use of Trulicity (dulaglutide), a glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1)  
receptor agonist, is contraindicated in patients with a personal or family history of medullary  
thyroid carcinoma (MTC) or with Multiple Endocrine Neoplasia syndrome type 2 (MEN 2).   
GLP-1 receptor agonists have been shown to increase the incidence of thyroid C-cell tumors  
in rodents.  Counsel patients regarding the risk of MTC and the symptoms of thyroid tumors  
(e.g., a mass in the neck, dysphagia, dyspnea or persistent hoarseness). 

Conflict Code:   MC – Drug Disease Warning/Contraindication 
Drugs/Diseases:   
Util A  Util B Util C (Include)  
Dulaglutide Medullary Thyroid Cancer & MENS II 

References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
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39.  Dulaglutide / Black Box Warning      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Trulicity (dulaglutide) is a glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) receptor agonist  
and GLP-1 agonists have been shown to cause thyroid C-cell tumors at clinically relevant  
exposure in rodents.  It is unknown whether dulaglutide causes thyroid C-cell tumors, including  
medullary thyroid carcinoma (MTC), in humans.  Counsel patients regarding the risk of  
medullary thyroid carcinoma and the symptoms of thyroid tumors (e.g., a mass in the neck,  
dysphagia, dyspnea, or persistent hoarseness). 
 
Conflict Code:   TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases:   
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Dulaglutide 
    
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
 
 
40.  Dulaglutide / Pancreatitis       ________    ________      
Alert Message:  In clinical trials, there were more cases of pancreatitis related adverse  
reactions among patients treated with Trulicity (dulaglutide) than placebo-treated.   If  
pancreatitis is suspected, promptly discontinue dulaglutide and if confirmed dulaglutide  
should not be restarted.  Consider other antidiabetic therapies in patients with a history of  
pancreatitis. 
 
Conflict Code:   MC – Drug Disease Warning/Contraindication 
Drugs/Diseases:   
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Dulaglutide Pancreatitis   
 
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
 
 
 
 
41.  Dulaglutide / Insulin & Insulin Secretagogues     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The risk of hypoglycemia is increased when Trulicity (dulaglutide) is used  
in combination with insulin secretagogues (e.g. sulfonylureas) or insulin.  Therefore, patients  
may require a lower dose of sulfonylurea or insulin to reduce the risk of hypoglycemia in this  
setting. 
 
Conflict Code:   DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases:   
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Dulaglutide Insulins 
  Chlorpropamide 
  Glimepiride 
  Glipizide 
  Glyburide 
  Tolazamide 
  Tolbutamide 
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
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42.  Dulaglutide / Renal Impairment      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Use caution when initiating or escalating doses of Trulicity (dulaglutide)  
in patients with renal impairment.  Dulaglutide is a glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor  
(GLP-1) agonist and there have been postmarketing reports of acute renal failure and  
worsening of chronic renal failure in patients treated with these agents.  No dosage  
adjustment is recommended in renal impairment but monitoring renal function is  
recommended in patients reporting severe adverse gastrointestinal reactions. 
 
Conflict Code:   MC – Drug Disease Warning/Contraindication 
Drugs/Diseases:   
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Dulaglutide   Renal Impairment   
 
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
 
 
 
43.  Dulaglutide / Severe Gastrointestinal Disorders                 ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Trulicity (dulaglutide), a glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) receptor agonist,  
has not been studied and its use is not recommended in patients with pre-existing severe  
gastrointestinal disease, including severe gastroparesis.  GLP-1 receptor agonists slow  
gastric emptying and can exacerbate gastrointestinal disorders.  
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include) 
Dulaglutide   Gastroparesis 
    Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
    Diverticular Disease 
    Crohn’s Disease 
    Ulcerative Colitis 
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
 
 
 
44.  Dulaglutide / Therapeutic Appropriateness < 18 years of age         ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Safety and effectiveness of Trulicity (dulaglutide) have not been established  
in pediatric patients and dulaglutide use is not recommended in pediatric patients younger  
than 18 years of age. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Dulaglutide    
 
Age Range:  0-17 yoa 
 
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
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45.  Dulaglutide / Pregnancy / Delivery, Miscarriage & Abortion                 ________    ________     
Alert Message:  There are no adequate and well-controlled studies of Trulicity (dulaglutide)  
in pregnant women.  Dulaglutide is Pregnancy Category C and should not be used during  
pregnancy unless the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 
 
Conflict Code: MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning/Contraindication 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating) 
Albiglutide Pregnancy Delivery 
    Miscarriage 
    Abortion 
Age Range: 11-55 yoa 
Gender: Female 
 
References: 
Trulicity Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Eli Lilly and Company. 
 
 
 
 
46.  Dulaglutide / Non-adherence                    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Non-adherence to Trulicity (dulaglutide) therapy may result in loss of  
glycemic control and an increased risk of developing adverse diabetic-related complications. 
 
Conflict Code:  LR – Non-adherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Dulaglutide 
 
References: 
Ho PM, Rumsfeld JS, Masoudi FA, et al., Effect of Medication Nonadherence on Hospitalization and Mortality Among 
Patients with Diabetes Mellitus. Arch Intern Med. 2006;166:1836-1841. 
Currie CJ, Peyrot M, Morgan CL, et al. The Impact of Treatment Noncompliance on Mortality in People With Type 2 
Diabetes. Diabetes Care 35:1279-1284, June 2012. 
Butler RJ, Davis TK, Johnson WL, et al. Effects of Non adherence with Prescription Drugs Among Older Adults. Am J 
Manag Care. 2011 Feb; 17(2):153-60.  
 
 
 
47.  Varenicline / Therapeutic Appropriateness            ________    ________     
Alert Message:  New and worsening seizures have been observed in patients taking Chantix  
(varenicline).  Varenicline should be used with caution in patients with a history of seizures  
or other factors that can lower the seizure threshold.  Advise patients to discontinue varenicline  
and contact the prescriber immediately if they experience a seizure while on varenicline. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness        
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Varenicline 
 
References: 
Chantix Prescribing Information, Sept. 2014, Pfizer, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2014 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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48.  Sofosbuvir / Overutilization                    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The recommended dose of Sovaldi (sofosbuvir) is 400 mg taken once daily  
with or without food.   
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B       Util C  
Sofosbuvir 
 
Max Dose: 400mg/day 
 
References: 
Sovaldi Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
49.  Sofosbuvir / Ribavirin & Peginterferon Alfa (Negating)                 ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Sovaldi (sofosbuvir) is not recommended as monotherapy.  Sofosbuvir  
should be used in combination with ribavirin or in combination with peginterferon alfa and  
ribavirin for the treatment of CHC in adults. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B       Util C (Negating) 
Sofosbuvir        Ribavirin 
         Peginterferon alfa 
         Simeprevir  
References: 
Sovaldi Prescribing Information, Dec. 2014, Gilead Science. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
50.  Sofosbuvir / Other P-gp Inducers                   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Sovaldi (sofosbuvir) with a P-gp inducer is not  
recommended.  Sofosbuvir is a P-gp substrate and co-administration of a P-gp inducer may  
result in decreased sofosbuvir plasma concentrations and reduced therapeutic effect of  
sofosbuvir. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B        Util C 
Sofosbuvir Carbamazepine 
  Oxcarbazepine 
  Phenytoin 
  Phenobarbital 
  Primidone 
  Rifabutin 
  Rifapentine 
  Rifampin 
References: 
Sovaldi Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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51.  Sofosbuvir / Tipranavir / Ritonavir                   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Sovaldi (sofosbuvir) with ritonavir-boosted tipranavir  
is not recommended.  Tipranavir is a P-gp inducer and co-administration with the P-gp  
substrate sofosbuvir may result in decreased sofosbuvir plasma concentrations and reduced  
therapeutic effect of sofosbuvir. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B        Util C (Include) 
Sofosbuvir Tipranavir Ritonavir 
 
References: 
Sovaldi Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
52.  Sofosbuvir / Therapeutic Appropriateness                  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Safety and effectiveness of Sovaldi (sofosbuvir) in children less than 18  
years of age have not been established. 
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B       Util C 
Sofosbuvir   
 
Age Range: 0-17 yoa 
 
References: 
Sovaldi Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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DUR Board Meeting 
December 2, 2015             

Pioneer Room 
State Capitol      



North Dakota Medicaid 
DUR Board Meeting Agenda 

Pioneer Room 
State Capitol 

600 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 

December 2, 2015 
1pm 

1. Administrative items
 Travel vouchers

2. Old business
 Review and approval of minutes of  09/15 meeting minutes
 Budget update
 Review top 15 therapeutic categories/top 25 drugs
 Second review of Marinol
 Second review of skin pigment products
 Second review of inhaled corticosteroid/LABA combination products
 Second review of Movantik
 Second review of medications used to treat irritable bowel syndrome
 Second review of medications used to treat ulcerative colitis
 Second review of SGLT2 products
 Second review of immediate release oxycodone
 Second review of inhaled anti-infectives for cystic fibrosis
 IR narcotics used in conjunction with IR narcotic combinations update
 Gabapentin update
 Annual review of prior authorization forms and criteria/prior authorization update

3. New business
 Review of cytokine modulators
 Review of insulin
 Review of steroid inhalers
 Review of digestive enzymes
 Review of nasal steroids
 Review of otic anti-infectives
 Review of ulcer anti-infectives
 Criteria recommendations
 Upcoming meeting date/agenda

4. Adjourn

Please remember to silence all cellular phones during the meeting. 
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Drug Utilization Review (DUR) Meeting Minutes 
September 2, 2015 

Members Present:  Tanya Schmidt, Laura Schield, Katie Kram, Wendy Brown, Michael Quast, 
Russ Sobotta, Peter Woodrow, Andrea Honeyman, Jeffrey Hostetter, Carlotta McCleary 

Members Absent: James Carlson, Steve Irsfeld, Michael Booth, Gary Betting 

Medicaid Pharmacy Department: Brendan Joyce, Alexi Murphy 

W. Brown called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Chair W. Brown asked for a motion to approve 
the minutes of the June meeting. T. Schmidt moved that the minutes be approved, and L. Schield 
seconded the motion. Chair W. Brown called for a voice vote to approve the minutes. The motion 
passed with no audible dissent.  

DUR Board new member: 
B. Joyce introduced Andrea Honeyman as the most recent pharmacist appointed to the DUR 
Board.  

Second reviews 
A motion and second were made at the June meeting to place PCSK9 inhibitors, injectable 
anticoagulants, Akynzeo, Nuvessa, and Cholbam on prior authorization. The topics were brought 
up for a second review. Corinne Copeland and Ronda Copher, representing Eisai spoke regarding 
Akynzeo. The motion to place these medications on prior authorization passed with no audible 
dissent. 

Update on medications > $3,000  
A. Murphy gave an update on medications that have been added to the > $3,000 prior 
authorization list. Cholbam, Natpara, and Orkambi are the most recent additions. 

Sanford Health Plan update 
Michael Crandell, Else Umbreti and Bill Ladwig gave an update on Medicaid expansion in North 
Dakota. Michael Crandell is the Chief Medical Officer of Sanford Health Plan. 

Prior authorization update on current drugs/classes 
A. Murphy gave an update on drugs that have been added to prior authorization. Technivie, 
Tudorza, Arcapta, Daklinza, Brovana, Vimizim, and Promacta have all been added to prior 
authorization. Also, hepatitis C medications will soon be considered under the supplemental 
rebate program. A review of the forms and criteria for these agents will be on the agenda for 
December.  

Movantik review 
B. Joyce reviewed Movantik with the Board. B. Haas, representing AstraZeneca, spoke. A 
motion was made by M. Quast to place Movantik on prior authorization. J. Hostetter seconded 
the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Marinol review 
B. Joyce reviewed Marinol with the Board. A motion was made by L. Schield to place Marinol 
on prior authorization. The motion was seconded by K. Kram. There was no public comment. 
This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Skin pigment products review 
B. Joyce reviewed skin pigment products with the Board. A motion was made by M. Quast to 
allow the department to manage the class of skin pigment products through prior authorization. 
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The motion was seconded by J. Hostetter. There was no public comment. This topic will be 
reviewed at the next meeting. 

Inhaled corticosteroid/long-acting beta-2 adrenergic agonist combination products review 
A. Murphy reviewed inhaled corticosteroid/LABA combination products with the Board. 
Recommendations include quantity limits allowing for 2 inhalers of albuterol per 2 months, 
MTM management for asthma, and prior authorization for appropriate utilization.  J. Hostetter 
made a motion to place inhaled corticosteroids/LABA combination products on prior 
authorization. P. Woodrow seconded the motion. There was no public comment .This topic will 
be reviewed at the next meeting. 

IBS medications review 
B. Joyce reviewed IBS medications with the Board. There was no public comment. L. Schield 
made a motion to allow the department to manage the class through prior authorization. K. Kram 
seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Ulcerative colitis medications review 
B. Joyce reviewed ulcerative colitis medications with the Board. There was no public comment. 
J. Hostetter made a motion to allow the department to manage the class through prior 
authorization. L. Schield seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

SGLT2 inhibitors review 
B. Joyce reviewed SGLT2 medications with the Board. B. Haas, representing AstraZeneca, 
spoke on behalf of Farxiga. J. Stoffel, representing Janssen, spoke on behalf of Invokana. T. 
Schmidt made a motion to allow the department to manage the class through prior 
authorization. J. Hostetter seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Immediate release oxycodone review 
B. Joyce reviewed immediate release oxycodone utilization with the Board. The department 
would like guidance on the appropriate use of higher dosages of oxycodone immediate release 
without evidence of a long-acting agent. M. Quast made a motion to place high dose immediate 
release oxycodone on prior authorization. T. Schmidt seconded the motion. This topic will be 
reviewed at the next meeting. 

Immediate release narcotics in conjunction with immediate release narcotic combinations 
review 
B. Joyce reviewed narcotics in conjunction with immediate release narcotic combination 
products. The committee recommended drug-drug edits as well as prescriber education. 

Inhaled anti-infectives for cystic fibrosis review 
B. Joyce reviewed anti-infectives for cystic fibrosis with the Board. There was no public 
comment. J. Hostetter made a motion to allow the department to manage the class through prior 
authorization. T. Schmidt seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Leukotriene modifiers review 
B. Joyce reviewed leukotriene modifiers with the Board. There was no public comment. J. 
Hostetter made a motion to allow the department to manage the class through prior authorization. 
K. Kram seconded the motion. This topic will be reviewed at the next meeting. 

Gabapentin update 
A. Murphy reviewed gabapentin data and quantity limit suggestions. The department will send a 
letter/survey to prescribers of gabapentin to let them know of any changes. 
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Criteria recommendations 
The recommended RDUR criteria enclosed in the packet were developed from product 
information provided by the manufacturers and are usually consistent with new indications, new 
drugs added, new warnings, etc. These proposed criteria will be added to the current set of criteria 
and will be used in future DUR cycles. C. McCleary moved to approve the new criteria and K. 
Kram seconded the motion. Chair W. Brown called for a voice vote. The motion passed with no 
audible dissent. 

The next DUR Board meeting will be held December 2 in Bismarck. L. Schield made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. J. Hostetter seconded. The motion passed with no audible dissent. W. Brown 
adjourned the meeting. 
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 15 THERAPEUTIC CLASSES BY TOTAL COST OF CLAIMS FROM  04/01/2015 - 06/30/2015

AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 6,017 1,494,454.82$      248.37$         4.16%
INSULINS 1,745 818,762.22$         469.20$         1.21%
ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 8,338 689,790.41$         82.73$           5.77%
RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS 4,948 644,377.75$         130.23$         3.42%
CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT) 2,082 564,444.28$         271.11$         1.44%
AMPHETAMINES 3,866 482,031.00$         124.68$         2.67%
IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS 73 435,509.15$         5,965.88$      0.05%
DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS 116 343,993.74$         2,965.46$      0.08%
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC. 1,547 328,075.95$         212.07$         1.07%
ANTIDEPRESSANTS 14,015 265,952.31$         18.98$           9.69%
OPIATE AGONISTS 8,880 263,345.09$         29.66$           6.14%
BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 4,048 253,542.23$         62.63$           2.80%
ANTINEOPLASTIC AGENTS 353 170,146.90$         482.00$         0.24%
DIABETES MELLITUS 1,083 163,241.15$         150.73$         0.75%
ANTIMUSCARINICS/ANTISPASMODICS 906 132,189.00$         145.90$         0.63%

Total Top 15 58,017 7,049,856.00$      121.51$         40.12%

Total Rx Claims 144,592
From  04/01/2015 - 06/30/2015
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 10/28/2015Health Information Designs, LLC
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 25 DRUGS BASED ON NUMBER OF CLAIMS FROM 04/01/2015 - 06/30/2015

Drug AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

HYDROCODONE-ACETAMINOPHEN OPIATE AGONISTS 3,596 73,507.71$       20.44$    2.49%
AMOXICILLIN PENICILLINS 3,318 34,763.25$       10.48$    2.29%
OMEPRAZOLE PROTON-PUMP INHIBITORS 2,790 30,138.62$       10.80$    1.93%
PROVENTIL HFA BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 2,468 177,093.64$     71.76$    1.71%
GABAPENTIN ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 2,182 50,342.83$       23.07$    1.51%
SERTRALINE HCL ANTIDEPRESSANTS 2,060 19,642.94$       9.54$      1.42%
AZITHROMYCIN MACROLIDES 2,027 36,707.54$       18.11$    1.40%
METHYLPHENIDATE ER RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS 1,981 328,262.35$     165.71$  1.37%
MONTELUKAST SODIUM LEUKOTRIENE MODIFIERS 1,980 40,769.27$       20.59$    1.37%
LEVOTHYROXINE SODIUM THYROID AGENTS 1,909 32,484.57$       17.02$    1.32%
FLUOXETINE HCL ANTIDEPRESSANTS 1,857 12,285.43$       6.62$      1.28%
TRAZODONE HCL ANTIDEPRESSANTS 1,783 12,715.59$       7.13$      1.23%
LISINOPRIL ANGIOTENSIN-CONVERTING ENZYME INHIBITORS 1,768 12,741.40$       7.21$      1.22%
OXYCODONE-ACETAMINOPHEN OPIATE AGONISTS 1,464 47,501.38$       32.45$    1.01%
CLONIDINE HCL CENTRAL ALPHA-AGONISTS 1,440 11,311.25$       7.86$      1.00%
VYVANSE AMPHETAMINES 1,437 263,283.32$     183.22$  0.99%
AMOX TR-POTASSIUM CLAVULANATE PENICILLINS 1,430 36,552.88$       25.56$    0.99%
TRAMADOL HCL OPIATE AGONISTS 1,368 11,332.80$       8.28$      0.95%
BUPROPION XL ANTIDEPRESSANTS 1,357 30,137.80$       22.21$    0.94%
METFORMIN HCL BIGUANIDES 1,325 10,789.33$       8.14$      0.92%
RISPERIDONE ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 1,324 16,619.59$       12.55$    0.92%
DEXTROAMPHETAMINE-AMPHET ER AMPHETAMINES 1,319 140,105.35$     106.22$  0.91%
ATORVASTATIN CALCIUM HMG-COA REDUCTASE INHIBITORS 1,315 13,646.96$       10.38$    0.91%
CLONAZEPAM BENZODIAZEPINES (ANTICONVULSANTS) 1,297 9,504.92$         7.33$      0.90%
QUETIAPINE FUMARATE ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 1,281 20,680.68$       16.14$    0.89%

TOTAL TOP 25 46,076 1,472,921.40$  31.97$    31.87%

Total Rx Claims 144,592
From  04/01/2015 - 06/30/2015
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 10/28/2015Health Information Designs, LLC
Cost Management Analysis

TOP 25 DRUGS BASED ON TOTAL CLAIMS COST FROM  04/01/2015 - 06/30/2015

Drug AHFS Therapeutic Class Rx Paid Paid/Rx
% Total 
Claims

ABILIFY ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 883 725,389.74$     821.51$      0.61%
METHYLPHENIDATE ER RESPIRATORY AND CNS STIMULANTS 1,981 328,262.35$     165.71$      1.37%
VYVANSE AMPHETAMINES 1,437 263,283.32$     183.22$      0.99%
LYRICA ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 605 199,663.83$     330.02$      0.42%
LANTUS SOLOSTAR INSULINS 448 188,019.39$     419.69$      0.31%
PROVENTIL HFA BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 2,468 177,093.64$     71.76$        1.71%
ENBREL DISEASE-MODIFYING ANTIRHEUMATIC AGENTS 49 176,949.40$     3,611.21$   0.03%
BUDESONIDE CORTICOSTEROIDS (EENT) 584 174,590.76$     298.96$      0.40%
ADVAIR DISKUS CORTICOSTEROIDS (RESPIRATORY TRACT) 556 173,070.01$     311.28$      0.38%
NOVOLOG FLEXPEN INSULINS 358 173,044.21$     483.36$      0.25%
STRATTERA CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC. 599 169,223.71$     282.51$      0.41%
LEVEMIR FLEXTOUCH INSULINS 310 157,053.89$     506.63$      0.21%
FREESTYLE LITE STRIPS DIABETES MELLITUS 961 144,559.10$     150.43$      0.66%
DEXTROAMPHETAMINE-AMPHET ER AMPHETAMINES 1,319 140,105.35$     106.22$      0.91%
COPAXONE IMMUNOMODULATORY AGENTS 22 137,163.82$     6,234.72$   0.02%
GUANFACINE HCL ER CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM AGENTS, MISC. 815 127,354.37$     156.26$      0.56%
LATUDA ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 156 125,690.05$     805.71$      0.11%
HELIXATE FS HEMOSTATICS 5 113,467.84$     22,693.57$ 0.00%
SEROQUEL XR ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 233 112,404.21$     482.42$      0.16%
INVEGA SUSTENNA ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 72 111,763.94$     1,552.28$   0.05%
ARIPIPRAZOLE ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 273 111,040.07$     406.74$      0.19%
SPIRIVA ANTIMUSCARINICS/ANTISPASMODICS 276 87,674.41$       317.66$      0.19%
INVEGA ANTIPSYCHOTIC AGENTS 93 84,948.78$       913.43$      0.06%
VIMPAT ANTICONVULSANTS, MISCELLANEOUS 150 83,613.90$       557.43$      0.10%
AUVI-Q ALPHA- AND BETA-ADRENERGIC AGONISTS 181 81,171.13$       448.46$      0.13%

TOTAL TOP 25 14,834 4,366,601.22$  294.36$      10.26%

Total Rx Claims 144,592
From  04/01/2015 - 06/30/2015

ABILIFY
28%

METHYLPHENIDATE ER
13%

VYVANSE
10%

LYRICA
8%

LANTUS SOLOSTAR
7%

PROVENTIL HFA
7%

ENBREL
7%

BUDESONIDE
7%

ADVAIR DISKUS
7%

NOVOLOG FLEXPEN
6%

Top 10 Drugs 
Based on Total Claims Cost
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Marinol 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Marinol must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have diagnosis of anorexia associated with weight loss in patients with AIDS; or
 Diagnosis of nausea and vomiting associated with cancer chemotherapy

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Marinol

Diagnosis for this request: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:     /     /   To:    /      /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does patient have a diagnosis of 
AIDS‐loss of appetite or 

chemotherapy‐induced nausea 
and vomiting?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Marinol Authorization Algorithm

YES

Route for clinical review
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Inhaled Corticosteroid/Long-Acting  
Beta-2 Agonists 

 Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for these agents must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a diagnosis of COPD or asthma.
 Requires step therapy. See inhaled corticosteroid/LABA criteria for more details.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Advair 100-50 □ Advair 250-50 □ Advair 500-50 □ Advair HFA 115-21 □ Advair HFA 230-21

□ Dulera 200-5 □ Symbicort 80-4.5 □ Symbicort 160-4.5

Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed therapy (list all that apply) Start Date End Date 

Questions: 
1. Is the patient enrolled in MTM? □ YES  □ NO
2. Is an asthma specialist involved in patient’s care? □ YES  □ NO
3. Has the patient been reviewed for step-down therapy?      □ YES  □ NO

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:     /     /   To:    /      /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

COPD?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Inhaled Corticosteroid/LABA Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient tried 
and failed at least 
one of the following 

medications: 
Tudorza, Spiriva, 

Incruse Ellipta, Anoro 
Ellipta or Stiolto?

YES

Has the patient tried 
and failed at least 
one of the following 
medications:  Anoro 

Ellipta, Stiolto, 
Foradil, Brovana, 

Arcapta or 
Serevent??

YES YES

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

asthma?

Is the request for 
Advair 100‐50 or 
Symbicort 80‐4.5?

Is this an initial 
request?

Has the patient been 
reviewed for step‐
down therapy?

NO

YES

YES

YESYESNO

Route for clinical 
review

NO

Is the request for 
Advair 250‐50, Advair 
500‐50, Dulera 200‐
5, or Symbicort 160‐

4.5?

NO

Is the patient 
enrolled in MTM?

YES
Is an asthma 

specialist involved in 
patient’s care?

NO

YES

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

Route for clinical 
review

NONO

NO

YES
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Is the request for 
Advair HFA 115‐21 or 
Advair HFA 230‐21?

Has the patient failed 
a 30 day trial with 
Dulera or Symbicort 
in the past year?

YES

Is the request for 
Advair HFA 45‐21 or 
Breo Ellipta 100‐25?

Has the patient failed 
a 30 day trial with 

Dulera, Symbicort, or 
Advair Diskus in the 

past year?

YES
Is this an initial 

request?

Has the patient been 
reviewed for step 
down therapy?

PA may be 
approved

YES NO

YES

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NONO

Route for clinical 
review

NO

YES

NO
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Medications Used to Treat IBS/OIC  
Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for medications used to treat IBS/OIC must meet the 
following criteria: 

 Patient must have diagnosis of chronic constipation, IBS with constipation, or opioid-induced constipation.
 Requires step therapy. See IBS/OIC criteria for more details.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this request: 

Is the patient unable to tolerate oral 
medications? 

Failed therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:     /     /   To:    /      /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of chronic 

constipation?
PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services 
Medications for IBS/OIC Authorization Algorithm

Route for clinical review

Is the patient 18 years of age or 
older?

Has the patient tried Amitiza in 
the last 30 days?

YES YES YES

NO

NO

Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of IBS with 

constipation?

Is the patient 18 years of age or 
older?

Is patient a female?
Has the patient tried Amitiza in 

the last 30 days?
YES YES YES

NO

YES

NO

Route for clinical reviewNO

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 

opioid‐induced 
constipation?

NO

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?
YES

Does the 
patient have 
the inability to 
tolerate oral 
medications?

Has the patient 
failed an oral 
constipation 
medication 
(excluding 

Amitiza) in the 
last 30 days?

Has the patient 
tried Amitiza in 
the last 30 
days?

Does the 
patient have a 
paid claim for 
an opioid in the 
last 30 days?

PA may be 
approved

YES NO YES YES YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO NO NONO
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 Medications Used to Treat        
Ulcerative Colitis 

       Prior Authorization 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Asacol HD, Dipentum, or Giazo must try and fail 30 
days of Delzicol, Apriso, Pentasa, or Lialda. 

• Asacol HD, Dipentum, and Giazo are FDA-approved to treat flares in patients with moderately active 
ulcerative colitis.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED THERAPY

START DATE:        DOSE: 
END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Is medication being used for 
flares in patients with 

moderately active ulcerative 
colitis?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

Has the patient tried and failed 
30 days of Delzicol, Apriso, 

Pentasa, or Lialda?
YESYES

North Dakota Department of Human Services 
Medications Used to Treat Ulcerative Colitis  

Authorization Algorithm

NO
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SGLT2 Inhibitors 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for SGLT2 inhibitors must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have diagnosis of type II diabetes.
 Requires step therapy. See criteria for SGLT2 inhibitors for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed therapy: Start Date: End Date: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:     /     /   To:    /      /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does patient have a diagnosis of 
type II diabetes?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
SGLT2 Inhibitors Authorization Algorithm

Route for clinical review

Is the request for Xigduo XR, 
Farxiga, or Glyxambi?

Has patient failed a 30 day trial 
of Jardiance, Invokana, or 

Invokamet?
YES YES YES

NO
NO
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             NARCOTICS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a narcotic must meet the following criteria: 

 Documented failure of a 30-day trial of a generic narcotic.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

FAILED THERAPY START DATE END DATE DOSE FREQUENCY 

Prescriber (or State) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/15/2015

Diagnosis:

• Requires step therapy. See narcotic criteria for more information.

Does the patient have cancer pain?

Has patient required daily use of opioids for at 
least 90 days?
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Is the request 
for Subsys, 
Fentora, or 
Lazanda?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Narcotics Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Does the 
patient have 
cancer pain?

Has patient been on 
around the clock opioid 
therapy (60mg oral 

morphine daily, 25 mcg 
transdermal fentanyl/hour, 
30mg oxycodone daily,  8 
mg of oral hydromorphone 
daily or eqaianalgesic dose 
of another opioid daily for 

a week or longer?

PA may be 
approved

Is the request 
for Actiq or 
Abstral?

Route for 
clinical review

Yes Yes YES YES

NO

NO NO

Is the patient 16 
years of age or 

older?

Does the 
patient have 
cancer pain?

YES

NO

YES YES

NO

Has patient been on 
around the clock opioid 
therapy (60mg oral 

morphine daily, 25 mcg 
transdermal fentanyl/hour, 
30mg oxycodone daily,  8 
mg of oral hydromorphone 
daily or eqaianalgesic dose 
of another opioid daily for 

a week or longer?

NO

YES

Is the request 
for Hysingla, 
Zohydro, 
Embeda?

Has patient 
required around 
the clock pain 

relief for at least 
90 days?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER 
AND fentanyl 

patch?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
oxycodone ER 

AND 
oxymorphone 

ER?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YES

NO

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO NO

YES

Is the request 
for 

hydromorphone 
ER or Exalgo?

PA may be 
approved

Has patient been on 
around the clock opioid 
therapy (60mg oral 

morphine daily, 25 mcg 
transdermal fentanyl/hour, 
30mg oxycodone daily,  8 
mg of oral hydromorphone 
daily or eqaianalgesic dose 
of another opioid daily for 

a week or longer?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER 
AND fentanyl 

patch?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
oxycodone ER 

AND 
oxymorphone 

ER?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YES

NO

YES YES YES YES

NO

NO NO

NO

NO
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Is the request 
for Nucynta ER?

NO

Has patient 
required daily 
use of opioids 
for at least 90 

days?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

Is the request 
for Opana ER or 

Kadian?

Has patient 
required daily 
use of opioids 
for at least 90 

days?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER 
AND fentanyl 

patch?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES

NO

Is the request 
for Oxycontin, 

Butrans?

Has patient 
required daily 
use of opioids 
for at least 90 

days?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YESYES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

Is the request 
for Nucynta?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Is the patient 
unable to titrate 
to a tolerable 
dose of other 
opioids due to 
GI issues?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YES YES YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

Is the request 
for morphine ER 

capsules?

Does patient 
have difficulty 
swallowing?

Does patient 
have a feeding 

tube?

Does patient 
have a 

gastronomy 
tube?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached? 

Is the patient 
unable to ingest 
a solid dosage 

form?

Has the 
prescriber 
included 

documentation 
of patient’s 
inability to 

swallow a solid 
dosage form?

YES YES YES

NO

YES YESRoute for 
clinical review

NO

NO

NO

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

Has the patient 
had a 30 day 
trial of Kadian?

YES YES YES
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Is the request 
for Oxycodone 

IR?

Does the 
patient have 
chronic pain?

Is patient on a 
long‐acting 
narcotic?

Is the patient's 
total daily 
opioid dose 
greater than 
150 Morphine 
Equivalent Dose 
(MED) or 100 

mg of 
oxycodone per 
day? Opioid 
Dose MED 
Calculator: 
http://

agencymeddirec
tors.wa.gov/
mobile.html

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 

attached?

Route for 
clinical review

YES YES

NO

NO NO

Is request for 
15 mg tablet?

Is request for 
20 mg tablet?

Is request for 
30 mg tablet?

Is the patient's 
total daily 
opioid dose 
greater than 
200 Morphine 
Equivalent Dose 
(MED) or 130 

mg of 
oxycodone per 
day? Opioid 
Dose MED 
Calculator: 
http://

agencymeddirec
tors.wa.gov/
mobile.html

Is the patient's 
total daily 
opioid dose 
greater than 
300 Morphine 
Equivalent Dose 
(MED) or 200 

mg of 
oxycodone per 
day? Opioid 
Dose MED 
Calculator: 
http://

agencymeddirec
tors.wa.gov/
mobile.html

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO NO NO

YES

YES

PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO
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Inhaled Anti-Infectives for  
Cystic Fibrosis 

 Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for anti-infectives to treat cystic fibrosis must meet the 
following criteria: 

 Patient must have a diagnosis of Cystic Fibrosis
 Requires step therapy. See criteria for inhaled anti-infectives to treat cystic fibrosis for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this request: 

Questions: 
1. Does the patient have a FEV1 less than 25% or greater than 75% predicted?      □Yes     □No
2. Does the patient have a FEV1 less than 40% or greater than 80% predicted?      □Yes     □No
3. Has the patient been colonized with Burkholderia cepacia? □Yes     □No

Failed Therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:     /     /   To:    /      /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of cystic fibrosis?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Anti‐Infectives for Cystic Fibrosis Authorization Algorithm

Route for clinical 
review

Is the request 
for Cayston?

Is the patient 6 
years of age or 

older?

Is the patient 7 
years of age or 

older?

Does the patient 
have a forced 
expiratory 

volume in less 
than one second 
(FEV1) less than 
25% or greater 

than 75% 
predicted?

YES

NO

YES YES

NO
Route for clinical 

review

NO

Does the patient 
have a forced 
expiratory 

volume in less 
than one second 
(FEV1) less than 
40% or greater 

than 80% 
predicted?

YESNO

Has the patient 
been colonized 

with 
Burkholderia 
cepacia?

NO

YES

NOYES

Has the patient 
failed a 28‐day 
trial of Bethkis 
or Kitabis Pak?

NO

YES

YES

NO
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  Leukotriene Modifiers 
  PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for leukotriene modifiers must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of asthma or allergic rhinitis.
• Requires step therapy. See leukotriene modifiers criteria for more details.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy (if not treating physician) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage:   FDA-approved indication for this request: 

 List all failed medications: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /              /        To:         /         / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 
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Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of asthma or allergic 

rhinitis?
PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

Has the patient failed a month 
trial with montelukast?

YESYES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Leukotriene Modifiers Authorization Algorithm

NO
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Gabapentin Dosing Recommendations 

Fibromyalgia 

 Study dose: Begin with 300 mg orally once daily at bedtime and titrate over 6 weeks 

to maximum of 2400 mg/day, given as 600 mg twice daily and 1200 mg at bedtime. 

Median dose was 1800 mg/day.

Postherpetic Neuralgia 

Neurontin 

 Usual dose: 300 mg orally single dose on day 1, followed by 600 mg on day 2 

(divided twice daily), and 900 mg on day 3 (divided 3 times daily).

 Titration: As needed to 1800 mg/day in 3 divided doses; efficacious from 1800 to

3600 mg/day, but no additional benefit above 1800 mg/day.

Gralise 

 Usual dose: 300 mg orally day 1, followed by 600 mg on day 2, 900 mg on days 3‐6, 

1200 mg on days 7‐10, 1500 mg on days 11‐14, and up to 1800 mg daily thereafter.

Postoperative Pain (Acute), Preemptive therapy 

 Study dosing: Optimal dose and timing of administration not established; single oral 

doses of 300 to 1200 mg were administered 1 to 2 hours prior to surgery.

*Gradual dose reduction, discontinuation, or substitution over a minimum of 1 week is

recommended.  
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Is the request for Humira or 
Enbrel?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Cytokine Modulators Authorization Algorithm

Route for clinical review

Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of Rheumatoid 

Arthritis, Juvenile Idiopathic 
Arthritis, Ankylosing Spondylitis, 
Cryopyrin‐Associated Periodic 
Syndrome, Crohn’s Disease, 
Ulcerative Colitis, or Psoriatic 

Arthritis?

Does the patient have an FDA 
approved indication for the 
medication requested?

Has the patient failed a 3 month 
trial with Humira AND Enbrel?

PA may be approved

Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of plaque psoriasis?

Has the patient failed a 3 month 
trial with Humira and Cosentyx?

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

Route for clinical review

NO

NO

YES
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF INSULINS 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  

Novolog (insulin aspart) 
 Treatment of type 1 and 2 diabetes mellitus to improve glycemic control.

Tresiba (insulin degludec) 
 To improve glycemic control in adults with diabetes mellitus.

Ryzodeg (insulin degludec/insulin aspart) 
 To improve glycemic control in adults with diabetes mellitus.

Levemir (insulin detemir) 
 To improve glycemic control in adults with diabetes mellitus.

Lantus/Toujeo (insulin glargine) 
 To improve glycemic control in adults with type 1 and 2 diabetes mellitus.
 To improve glycemic control in children 6 years and older with type 1 diabetes mellitus

(Lantus only)

Apidra (insulin glulisine) 
 To improve glycemic control in adults and children with diabetes mellitus.

Humulin N (insulin isophane) 
 Treatment of type 1 and type 2 diabetes to improve glycemic control.

Humulin 70/30/Novolin 70/30 (insulin isophane/insulin regular) 
 Treatment of type 1 and type 2 diabetes to improve glycemic control.

Humalog (insulin lispro) 
 Treatment of patients with diabetes mellitus to improve glycemic control.

Humulin R/Novolin R/Afrezza (insulin regular) 
 As an adjunct to diet and exercise to improve glycemic control in adults and children

with type 1 and type 2 diabetes mellitus. 

ADMINISTRATION:  
Novolog (insulin aspart) 
 0.2 to 0.6 units/kg/day in divided doses.

Tresiba (insulin degludec) 
 Type: 1/3 to 1/2 of the total daily insulin dose. The remainder of the total daily insulin

dose should be administered as a short‐acting insulin divided between each daily meal.  
 Type 2: The recommended starting dose is 10 units once daily.
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Ryzodeg (insulin degludec/insulin aspart) 
 Type: 1/3 to 1/2 of the total daily insulin dose. The remainder of the total daily insulin

dose should be administered as a short‐ or rapid‐acting insulin divided between each 
daily meal.  

 Type 2: The recommended starting dose is 10 units once daily.

Levemir (insulin detemir) 
 Type 1: Approximately 1/2 of the total daily insulin requirements. Rapid‐ or short‐acting,

premeal insulin should be used to satisfy the remainder of the daily insulin 
requirements. 

 Type 2: 10 units (0.1 to 0.2 units/kg) once daily in the evening or divided into a twice‐
daily regimen in patients inadequately controlled on oral antidiabetic drugs or a 
glucagonlike peptide 1 (GLP‐1) receptor antagonist. 

Lantus/Toujeo (insulin glargine) 
 Type 1: Approximately 1/3 to 1/2 of the total daily insulin requirements. A rapid‐acting

or short‐acting insulin should also be used to complete the balance (approximately 2/3 
to 1/2) of the daily insulin requirements. 

 Type 2: 0.2 units/kg once daily. For Lantus, up to 10 units/day initially is recommended.

Apidra (insulin glulisine) 
 0.5 to 1 unit/kg/day administered 15 minutes before a meal or within 20 minutes of

starting a meal. 

Humulin N (insulin isophane) 
 0.5 to 1 unit/kg/day in 2 divided doses.

Humulin 70/30/Novolin 70/30 (insulin isophane/insulin regular) 
 0.5 to 1 unit/kg/day in 2 divided doses.

Humalog (insulin lispro) 
 0.5 to 1 unit/kg/day.

Humulin R/Novolin R/Afrezza (insulin regular) 
 0.5 to 1 units/kg/day divided into 3 or more subcutaneous doses. (initial dose 0.2 to 0.4

units/kg/day divided into 3 or more subcutaneous doses. 
WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Hypoglycemia
 Hyperglycemia, diabetic ketoacidosis, and hyperosmolar hyperglycemic nonketotic

syndrome
 Hypokalemia
 Antibody production
 Lipodystrophy
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 Insulin initiation and glucose control intensification
 Weight gain
 Peripheral edema
 Hypersensitivity reactions

UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Insulin Utilization 

08/25/14 ‐ 08/24/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

APIDRA 100 UNITS/ML VIAL  33 $17,733.44 

APIDRA SOLOSTAR 100 UNITS/ML  10 $1,699.68 

HUMALOG 100 UNITS/ML CARTRIDGE  38 $18,610.50 

HUMALOG 100 UNITS/ML KWIKPEN  455 $189,917.91 

HUMALOG 100 UNITS/ML VIAL  233 $133,861.47 

HUMALOG MIX 50‐50 VIAL  1 $418.16 

HUMALOG MIX 75‐25 KWIKPEN  17 $18,902.10 

HUMULIN 70/30 KWIKPEN  33 $14,694.51 

HUMULIN 70‐30 PEN  1 $316.64 

HUMULIN 70‐30 VIAL  34 $15,574.74 

HUMULIN N 100 UNITS/ML KWIKPEN  32 $12,012.42 

HUMULIN N 100 UNITS/ML PEN  3 $949.92 

HUMULIN N 100 UNITS/ML VIAL  31 $4,543.01 

HUMULIN R 100 UNITS/ML VIAL  33 $4,967.55 

HUMULIN R 500 UNITS/ML VIAL  78 $94,331.10 

LANTUS 100 UNITS/ML VIAL  566 $267,965.90 

LANTUS SOLOSTAR 100 UNITS/ML  1795 $735,252.73 

LEVEMIR 100 UNITS/ML VIAL  223 $101,213.37 

LEVEMIR FLEXPEN 100 UNITS/ML  134 $57,695.43 

LEVEMIR FLEXTOUCH 100 UNITS/ML  1001 $496,048.69 

NOVOLOG 100 UNIT/ML CARTRIDGE  57 $24,154.67 

NOVOLOG 100 UNIT/ML VIAL  571 $217,621.04 

NOVOLOG 100 UNITS/ML FLEXPEN  1373 $668,274.08 

NOVOLOG MIX 70‐30 FLEXPEN SYRN  89 $42,516.46 

TOUJEO SOLOSTAR 300 UNITS/ML  4 $2,920.96 

Totals 803 recipients  6845 $3,142,196.48 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF INHALED CORTICOSTEROIDS 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
QVAR (beclomethasone dipropionate) 
 Maintenance and prophylactic treatment of asthma in patients 5 years and older.
 Treatment of asthma in patients who require oral corticosteroid therapy.

Pulmicort Flexhaler (budesonide) 
 Powder for inhalation – Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in

patients 6 years and older. 
Alvesco (ciclesonide) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in adult and adolescent patients

12 years of age and older. 
Aerospan (flunisolide) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in adult and pediatric patients 6

years and older. 
 To reduce or eliminate the need for oral corticosteroids in steroid‐dependent asthma

patients.  
Arnuity Ellipta (fluticasone furoate inhalation powder) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in patients aged 12 years and

older. 
Flovent HFA (fluticasone propionate inhalation aerosol) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in patients aged 4 years and

older. 
 Treatment of asthma in patients requiring oral corticosteroid therapy.

Flovent Diskus (fluticasone propionate inhalation powder) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in patients aged 4 years and

older. 
 Treatment of asthma patients requiring oral corticosteroid therapy.

Asmanex HFA (mometasone furoate inhalation aerosol) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in patients 12 years of age and

older. 
Asmamex Twisthaler (mometasone furoate inhalation powder) 
 Maintenance treatment of asthma as prophylactic therapy in patients 4 years of age and

older. 

DOSAGE FORMS: 
 QVAR – Inhalation aerosol containing 40 or 80 mcg per actuation.
 Pulmicort Flexhaler – Inhalation powder containing 90 mcg or 180 mcg doses.
 Alvesco – Inhalation aerosol containing 80 or 160 mcg per actuation.
 Aerospan – Inhalation aerosol containing 80 mcg doses.
 Arnuity Ellipta – Inhalation powder containing 100 or 200 mcg per actuation.
 Flovent HFA – Inhalation aerosol containing 44, 110, or 220 mcg doses.
 Flovent Diskus – Inhalation powder containing 50, 100, or 250 mcg doses.
 Asmanex HFA – Inhalation aerosol containing 100 or 200 mcg per actuation.
 Asmanex Twisthaler – Inhalation powder containing 100 or 200 mcg per actuation.
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ADMINISTRATION: 
QVAR 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older (previous therapy

bronchodilators alone): 40 to 80 mcg twice daily not to exceed 320 mcg twice daily.
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 12 years and older (previous therapy inhaled

corticosteroids): 40 to 160 mcg twice daily not to exceed 320 mcg twice daily.
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 5 – 11 years (previous therapy bronchodilators

alone or inhaled corticosteroids): 40 mcg twice daily not to exceed 80 mcg twice daily.

Pulmicort Flexhaler 
 Treatment of asthma in patients aged 18 years of age and older: The recommended

starting dosage is 360 mcg twice daily. In some patients a starting dose of 180 mcg twice 
daily may be adequate. Not to exceed 720 mcg twice daily. 

 Treatment of asthma in patients 6 to 17 years of age: The recommended starting dosage
is 180 mcg twice daily. In some pediatric patients, a starting dose of 360 mcg twice daily 
may be appropriate. Not to exceed 360 mcg twice daily. 

Alvesco 
 Patients ≥ 12 years who received bronchodilators alone: 80 mcg twice daily not to

exceed 160 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients ≥ 12 years who received inhaled corticosteroids: 80 mcg twice daily not to

exceed 320 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients ≥ 12 years who received oral corticosteroids: 320 mcg twice daily not to exceed

320 mcg twice daily. 

Aerospan 
 Adults and adolescents (12 years of age and older): The recommended starting dose is

160 mcg twice daily not to exceed 320 mcg twice daily. 
 Children (6 to 11 years): The recommended starting dose is 80 mcg twice daily not to

exceed 160 mcg twice daily. Administer under adult supervision. 

Arnuity Ellipta 
 Treatment of asthma in patients 12 years and older: 1 inhalation once daily based on

prior asthma therapy and disease severity. 

Flovent HFA 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received bronchodilators alone: 88 mcg twice

daily not to exceed 440 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received inhaled corticosteroids: 88 – 220 mcg

twice daily not to exceed 440 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients aged 12 years and older receiving oral corticosteroids: 440 mcg twice daily not

to exceed 880 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients aged 4 – 11 years: 88 mcg twice daily not to exceed 88 mcg twice daily.
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Flovent Diskus 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received bronchodilators alone: 100 mcg twice

daily not to exceed 500 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received inhaled corticosteroids: 100 – 250 mcg

twice daily not to exceed 500 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received oral corticosteroids: 500 – 1,000 mcg

twice daily not to exceed 1,000 mcg twice daily. 
 Patients aged 4 – 11 years: 50 mcg twice daily not to exceed 100 mcg twice daily.

Asmanex HFA 
 Patients aged 12 years and older: 2 inhalations twice daily based on prior asthma

therapy. 

Asmanex Twisthaler 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received bronchodilators alone: 220 mcg once

daily in the evening not to exceed 440 mcg. 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received inhaled corticosteroids: 220 mcg once

daily in the evening not to exceed 440 mcg. 
 Patients aged 12 years and older who received oral corticosteroids: 440 mcg twice daily

not to exceed 880 mcg. 
 Patients 4‐11 years of age: 110 mcg once daily in the evening not to exceed 110 mcg.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Risk of impaired adrenal function when transferring from oral steroids
 Localized infections
 Deterioration of asthma and acute episodes
 Paradoxical bronchospasm
 Hypersensitivity reactions
 Effects on growth
 Decreases in bone mineral density
 Glaucoma and cataracts

ADVERSE REACTIONS:  
QVAR – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) are headache, pharyngitis, 
oral symptoms and sinusitis. 

Pulmicort – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 1%) are nasopharyngitis, 
nasal congestion, pharyngitis, rhinitis allergic, viral upper respiratory tract infection, nausea, 
viral gastroenteritis, otitis media, oral candiadiasis. 

Alvesco – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 3%) are headache, 
nasopharyngitis, sinusitis, pharyngolaryngeal pain, upper respiratory infection, arthralgia, nasal 
congestion, pain in extremity, and back pain. 
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Aerospan – The most common adverse reactions are pharyngitis, rhinitis, headache, sinusitis, 
and increased cough. 

Arnuity Ellipta – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (≥ 5%) are upper 
respiratory tract infection, nasopharyngitis, headache, and bronchitis. 

Flovent Diskus– The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (> 3%) include upper 
respiratory tract infection or inflammation, throat irritation, sinusitis, rhinitis, oral candidiasis, 
nausea and vomiting, gastrointestinal discomfort, fever, cough, bronchitis, and headache. 

Flovent HFA – The most common adverse reactions in clinical trials (> 3%) include upper 
respiratory tract infections or inflammation, throat irritation, sinusitis, dysphonia, candidiasis, 
cough, bronchitis, and headache. 

Asmanex HFA – The most common adverse reactions (≥3%) are headache, nasopharyngitis, 
sinusitis, bronchitis, and influenza. 

Asmanex Twisthaler – The most common adverse reactions (≥5%) are headache, allergic 
rhinitis, pharyngitis, upper respiratory tract infection, sinusitis, oral candidiasis, dysmenorrhea, 
musculoskeletal pain, back pain, and dyspepsia. 

UTILIZATION 
ND Medicaid Inhaled Corticosteroid Utilization

8/25/14 ‐ 08/24/15

Label Name  Rx Num Total Reimb Amt 

ALVESCO 160 MCG INHALER  7 $1,479.53  

ALVESCO 80 MCG INHALER  18 $3,896.30  

ASMANEX HFA 100 MCG INHALER  3 $543.23  

ASMANEX HFA 200 MCG INHALER  1 $49.37  

ASMANEX TWISTHALER 110 MCG #30  47 $6,422.85  

ASMANEX TWISTHALER 220 MCG #30  18 $2,739.73  

ASMANEX TWISTHALER 220 MCG #60  61 $11,635.91  

ASMANEX TWISTHALR 220 MCG #120  6 $1,267.20  

FLOVENT 100 MCG DISKUS  26 $3,805.62  

FLOVENT 250 MCG DISKUS  10 $2,056.88  

FLOVENT 50 MCG DISKUS  8 $786.68  

FLOVENT HFA 110 MCG INHALER  620 $115,621.04  

FLOVENT HFA 220 MCG INHALER  137 $44,110.36  

FLOVENT HFA 44 MCG INHALER  477 $63,117.95  

PULMICORT 180 MCG FLEXHALER  151 $27,738.63  

PULMICORT 90 MCG FLEXHALER  79 $11,053.63  

QVAR 40 MCG ORAL INHALER  105 $13,985.52  

QVAR 40 MCG ORAL INHALER  29 $3,734.12  

QVAR 80 MCG ORAL INHALER  69 $13,831.36  

QVAR 80 MCG ORAL INHALER  33 $6,096.13  

758 recipients  1905 $333,972.04  
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF DIGESTIVE ENZYMES 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
 Treatment of exocrine pancreatic insufficiency caused by cystic fibrosis or other conditions.
 Creon is also approved for patients with chronic pancreatitis or pancreatectomy.
 Viokace, in combination with a proton pump inhibitor, is approved for use in adults with

exocrine pancreatic insufficiency caused by chronic pancreatitis or pancreatectomy.

DOSAGE FORMS: 
 These agents are formulated as delayed‐release capsules to delay drug release until entering the

lower digestive tract. 
 Viokase is the only agent that is not delayed‐release and must be administered with a proton

pump inhibitor to reduce gastric pH and prevent enzymatic breakdown. 

ADMINISTRATION:  
 Adult maximum dose: 2,500 lipase units/kg per meal; 10,000 lipase units/kg/day; or 4,000 lipase

units/g of fat ingested per day. Initial dose 500 lipase units/kg per meal (up to the maximum 
dose) 

 Children maximum dose: 2,500 lipase units/kg per meal; 10,000 lipase units/kg/day; or 4,000
lipase units/g of fat ingested per day.  

 Viokase is not approved for use in pediatric patients. Pertzye is not approved for use in children
younger than 1 year. 

 Initiate therapy at lowest recommended dose.
 Adjust dose based on body weight, clinical symptoms, and stool fat content. Allow several days

between dose adjustments.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Fibrosing colonopathy
 Mucosal irritation
 Gout/hyperuricemia
 Hypersensitivity reactions
 Renal function impairment

UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Digestive Enzymes Utilization 

08/25/14 ‐ 08/24/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

CREON DR 12,000 UNITS CAPSULE  60  $41,061.44  

CREON DR 24,000 UNITS CAPSULE  21  $34,908.18  

CREON DR 3,000 UNITS CAPSULE  10  $3,007.26  

CREON DR 6,000 UNITS CAPSULE  6  $3,994.23  

PANCREAZE DR 10,500 UNIT CAP  6  $1,549.43  

PANCREAZE DR 4,200 UNIT CAP  7  $605.98  

ZENPEP DR 10,000 UNITS CAPSULE  26  $19,055.08  

ZENPEP DR 20,000 UNITS CAPSULE  22  $21,070.32  

Totals 32 recipients  158  $125,251.92  
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF NASAL STEROIDS 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  

Dymista (azelastine/fluticasone) 
 Relief of symptoms of seasonal allergic rhinitis in patients 6 years and older.

Beconase AQ/Qnasl (beclomethasone) 
 Prevention of recurrence of nasal polyps following surgical removal.(Beconase AQ only)
 Relief of symptoms of seasonal or perennial allergic and nonallergic (vasomotor) rhinitis.

Rhinocort (budesonide) – available generically  
 For the management of nasal symptoms of seasonal or perennial allergic rhinitis in adults

and children 6 years and older. 
Omnaris/Zetonna (ciclesonide) 
 For the treatment of nasal symptoms associated with perennial allergic rhinitis in adults and

adolescents 12 years and older. 
 For the treatment of nasal symptoms associated with seasonal allergic rhinitis in adults and

children 6 years and older (Omnaris) or adults and adolescents 12 years and older 
(Zetonna). 

Flunisolide 
 For the relief and management of nasal symptoms of seasonal and perennial allergic rhinitis.

Flonase OTC/Veramyst (fluticasone) available generically 
 Management of the nasal symptoms of perennial non‐allergic rhinitis in adults and pediatric

patients 4 years and older (Rx labeling). 
 Relief of hay fever or other upper respiratory allergies (e.g., nasal congestion, runny nose,

sneezing, itchy nose) in patients 4 years and older (OTC labeling). 
 Treatment of the symptoms of seasonal and perennial allergic rhinitis in patients 2 years

and older. (Veramyst) 
Nasonex (mometasone) 
 Treatment of the nasal symptoms of seasonal allergic and perennial allergic rhinitis in adults

and children 2 years and older. 
 Relief of nasal congestion associated with seasonal allergic rhinitis in adults and children 2

years and older. 
 Treatment of nasal polyps in patients 18 years and older.
 Prophylaxis of the nasal symptoms of seasonal allergic rhinitis in adults and children 12

years and older.
Nasacort OTC/Triamcinolone RX (triamcinolone) 
 Management of seasonal and perennial allergic rhinitis in adults and children 2 years and

older (RX). 
 For the relief of hay fever and other upper respiratory allergies (e.g., nasal congestion,

runny nose, sneezing, itchy nose) in adults and children 2 years and older (OTC). 
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ADMINISTRATION: 
Dymista 
 Adults and children 6 years of age and older: 1 spray per nostril twice daily.

Beconase/Qnasl 
 Adult and children 12 years of age and older: 1 or 2 inhalations in each nostril twice

daily not to exceed 336 mcg/day. (Beconase) 
 Children 6 to 12 years of age: Start with 1 inhalation in each nostril twice daily up to 336

mcg/day. Once adequate control is achieved, the dosage should be decreased to 84 mcg 
twice daily. (Beconase) 

 Adults and children 12 years and older: 2 inhalations in each nostril once daily up to 320
mcg/day. (Qnasl) 

 Children 4 to 11 years of age: 1 inhalation in each nostril once daily. (Qnasl)

Rhinocort Aqua – available generically 
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older: 256 mcg/day (4 sprays per nostril once

daily). 
 Children 6 to younger than 12 years of age: 128 mcg/day (2 sprays per nostril once

daily). 

Omnaris/Zetonna 
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older: 2 sprays per nostril once daily. (Omnaris)
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older: 1 spray per nostril once daily not to

exceed 74 mcg/day. (Zetonna)

Flunisolide 
 Adults and children 15 years of age and older: 2 sprays in each nostril 2 times per day.

The dose may be increased to 2 sprays in each nostril 3 times per day. 
 Children 6 to 14 years of age: 1 spray in each nostril 3 times per day or 2 sprays in each

nostril 2 times per day. 

Flonase OTC/Fluticasone/Veramyst 
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older (Flonase OTC): 2 sprays per nostril once

daily for 1 week. Maintenance – 1 or 2 sprays per nostril once daily. Do not use more 
than 6 months unless instructed by a health care provider.  

 Children 4 to 11 years of age: 1 spray per nostril once daily (Flonase OTC).
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older (Veramyst): 2 sprays per nostril once daily.

Maintenance: 1 spray per nostril once daily.
 Children 2 to 11 years of age (Veramyst): 1 spray per nostril once daily.

Nasonex 
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older: 2 sprays in each nostril once daily.
 Children 2 to 11 years of age: 1 spray in each nostril once daily.
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Nasacort OTC/Triamcinolone RX 
 Adults and children 12 years of age and older: 220 mcg/day as 2 sprays in each nostril

once daily. Once symptoms have been controlled, reduce dosage to 110 mcg/day as 1 
spray in each nostril once daily. 

 Children 6 to 12 years of age: Initial dose 110 mcg/day as 1 spray in each nostril once
daily. 

 Children 2 to 5 years of age: 110 mcg/day as 1 spray in each nostril once daily.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Adrenal suppression
 Ophthalmic effects
 Localized infections
 Localized nasal effects
 Delayed wound healing
 Respiratory effects
 Hepatic function impairment
 Effects on growth

UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Nasal Steroid Utilization 

8/25/14 ‐ 08/24/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

BECONASE AQ 0.042% SPRAY  9  $1,868.26  

FLUNISOLIDE 0.025% SPRAY  6  $275.43  

FLUTICASONE PROP 50 MCG SPRAY  4079  $62,027.03  

NASONEX 50 MCG NASAL SPRAY  579  $102,036.11  

OMNARIS 50 MCG NASAL SPRAY  4  $685.69  

QNASL 80 MCG NASAL SPRAY  12  $1,775.72  

RHINOCORT AQUA NASAL SPRAY  8  $1,312.04  

TRIAMCINOLONE 55 MCG NASAL SPR  160  $10,558.28  

VERAMYST 27.5 MCG NASAL SPRAY  89  $13,559.29  

ZETONNA 37 MCG NASAL SPRAY  3  $524.70  

Totals  4949  $194,622.55  
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF OTIC ANTI‐INFECTIVES 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
Ciprodex (ciprofloxacin/dexamethasone) 
 Treatment of acute otitis externa in pediatric patients 6 months and older and adults due to

susceptible isolates of Staphylococcus aureus and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 
 Treatment of acute otitis media in pediatric patients 6 months and older with

tympanostomy tubes due to susceptible isolates of S. aureus, Streptococcus 
pneumoniae, Haemophilus influenzae, Moraxella catarrhalis, and P. aeruginosa. 

Ciprofloxacin 
 For the treatment of acute otitis externa caused by susceptible isolates of Pseudomonas

aeruginosa orStaphylococcus aureus. 
Ofloxacin 
 For the treatment of acute otitis media in children 1 year of age and older with

tympanostomy tubes due to Staphylococcus aureus, Streptococcus 
pneumoniae, Haemophilus influenzae, Moraxella catarrhalis, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 

 For the treatment of chronic suppurative otitis media in patients 12 years of age and older
with perforated tympanic membranes caused by Proteus mirabilis, P. aeruginosa, and S. 
aureus. 

 For the treatment of otitis externa in adults and children 6 months of age and older, caused
by Escherichia coli, P. aeruginosa, and S. aureus. 

ADMINISTRATION: 
Ciprodex 
 Adults and children 6 months of age and older: Instill 4 drops into affected ear(s) twice

daily for 7 days. 
Ciprofloxacin 
 Adults and children 1 year of age and older: Instill into the affected ear twice daily

(approximately 12 hours apart) for 7 days. 
Ofloxacin 
 Chronic suppurative otitis media – adults and children 12 years of age and older instill

10 drops into the affected ear twice daily for 14 days. 
 Otitis externa – adults and children 13 years of age and older instill 10 drops into the

affected ear once daily for 7 days. Children 6 months to 13 years of age instill 5 drops 
into the affected ear once daily for 7 days. 

 Acute otitis media – children 1‐2 with tympanostomy tubes instill 5 drops into the
affected ear twice daily for 10 days. 

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 For otic use
 Tendon inflammation/rupture
 Auditory impairment
 Hypersensitivity reaction
 Superinfection
 Arthropathy
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UTILIZATION 

ND Medicaid Otic Anti‐infectives Utilization 

8/25/14 ‐ 08/24/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Reimb Amt 

 CIPRODEX OTIC SUSPENSION  834  $133,590.68 

 OFLOXACIN 0.3% EAR DROPS  600  $18,291.76 

Totals  1434  $151,882.44 
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PRODUCT DETAILS OF ULCER ANTI‐INFECTIVES 

INDICATIONS AND USE:  
 Pylera – In combination with omeprazole for the treatment of patients with H. pylori infection

and duodenal ulcer disease (active or history of within the past 5 years) to eradicate H. pylori. 
 Prevpac (generic available) – Eradication of H. pylori infection to reduce the risk of recurrent

duodenal ulcer in patients with active or 1‐year history of duodenal ulcer. 
 Omeclamox – Eradication of H. pylori infection to reduce the risk of recurrent duodenal ulcer in

adults with active or 1‐year history of duodenal ulcer. 

DOSAGE FORMS:  
 Pylera: 140 mg of bismuth subcitrate potassium; 125 mg of metronidazole; 125 mg of

tetracycline 
 Prevpac: 30 mg of lansoprazole; 1,000 mg of amoxicillin; 500 mg clarithromycin
 Omeclamox: 20 mg of omeprazole; 500 mg of clarithromycin; 1,000 mg amoxicillin

ADMINISTRATION: 
 Pylera: Each dose of Pylera should be taken 4 times a day, after meals and at bedtime for 10

days. Administer with omeprazole 20 mg twice daily (after the morning and evening meals). 
 Prevpac: Each dose should be administered twice daily (morning and evening) for 10 or 14 days.
 Omeclamox: Each dose should be administered twice daily for 10 days in the morning and

evening before eating a meal. In patients with an ulcer present at initiation of therapy, an
additional 18 days of omeprazole 20 mg once daily is recommended.

WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: 
 Fetal toxicity
 Maternal toxicity
 Central and peripheral nervous system effects (Pylera)
 Development of superinfection
 Photosensitivity (Pylera)
 Acute Hypersensitivity Reactions (Prevpac and Omeclamox)
 Hepatotoxicity (Prevpac)
 QT Prolongation (Prevpac)
 Gastric malignancy
 Myasthenia gravis (Omeclamox)

UTILIZATION 

ND Ulcer Anti‐infective Utilization 

08/25/14 ‐ 08/24/15 

Label Name  Rx Num  Total Remb Amt 

LANSOPRAZOL‐AMOXICIL‐CLARITHRO  34 $18,024.24 

PYLERA CAPSULE  6 $3,326.35 

PREVPAC PATIENT PACK  41 $6,321.96 

Totals 78 recipients  81 $27,672.55 
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NORTH DAKOTA MEDICAID 
RETROSPECTIVE DRUG UTILIZATION REVIEW 

CRITERIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
4TH QUARTER 2015 

Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

1. Netupitant/Palonosetron / Strong CYP3A4 Inhibitors ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when co-administering Akynzeo  
(netupitant/palonosetron) with a strong CYP3A4 inhibitor.  The netupitant component 
of the combination product is a CYP3A4 substrate and use with a strong CYP3A4  
inhibitor can significantly increase netupitant systemic exposure. 

Conflict Code: DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Netupitant/palonosetron Nefazodone Ketoconazole 

Clarithromycin Itraconazole
Telithromycin Voriconazole
Boceprevir Posaconazole
Saquinavir Cobicistat
Ritonavir
Indinavir
Nelfinavir

References: 
Akynzeo Prescribing Information, April 2015, EISAI, Inc. 
FDA: Drug Development and Drug Interactions: Tables of Substrates, Inhibitors and Inducers. Available at: 
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/DevelopmentResources/Drug 
InteractionaLabeling/ucm093664.htm  

2. Netupitant/Palonosetron / Strong CYP3A4 Inducers   ________    ________   
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Akynzeo (netupitant/palonosetron) in patients who are  
chronically using a strong CYP3A4 inducer should be avoided.  The netupitant component 
of the combination product is a CYP3A4 substrate and use with a potent CYP3A4 inducer  
can substantially decrease netupitant plasma concentrations. 

Conflict Code: DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Netupitant/palonosetron Phenytoin 

Phenobarbital
Primidone
Carbamazepine
Rifampin 

References: 
Akynzeo Prescribing Information, April 2015, EISAI, Inc. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
  
 
 
 
3.  Netupitant/Palonosetron / CYP3A4 Substrates                  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Akynzeo (netupitant/palonosetron) should be used with caution in patients  
receiving concomitant medications that are primarily metabolized through CYP3A4.  The  
netupitant component of the combination product is a moderate CY3A4 inhibitor and its  
inhibitory effect on CYP3A4 metabolism can last for multiple days.  Monitor patients for  
increased pharmacologic effects of the 3A4 substrate. 
 
Conflict Code: DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B       Util C 
Netupitant/palonosetron Dexamethasone         Eletriptan       Crizotinib  
   Midazolam         Eszopiclone       Dasatinib 
   Alprazolam         Ethosuximide     Erlotinib 
   Triazolam         Galantamine       Ibrutinib 
   Docetaxel         Hydrocodone     Lapatinib 
   Paclitaxel         Loratadine       Nilotinib 
   Etoposide         Lurasidone       Pazopanib 
   Irinotecan         Maraviroc       Sunitinib 
   Cyclophosphamide      Oxycodone       Vandetanib 
   Ifosfamide         Prasugrel       Sildenafil 
   Imatinib          Quazepam       Vardenafil 
   Vinorelbine         Simvastatin       Avanafil 
   Vinblastine         Lovastatin       Fosamprenavir  
   Vincristine         Tadalafil       Atazanavir 
   Apixaban          Tiagabine       Tipranavir 
   Bortezomib         Ticagrelor       Delavirdine 
   Bosutinib         Vilazodone 
   Buprenorphine         Axitinib 
   Clomipramine         Cabozantinib 
   Disulfiram         Ceritinib    
References: 
Akynzeo Prescribing Information, April 2015, EISAI, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Netupitant/Palonosetron / Severe Hepatic, Sev. Renal Impairment & ESRD ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Akynzeo (netupitant/palonosetron) use should be avoided in patients with  
severe hepatic impairment, severe renal impairment or end-stage renal disease (ESRD).   
Limited data are available with netupitant/palonosetron in patients with severe hepatic  
impairment.  The netupitant component has not been studied in patients and the  
pharmacokinetics for netupitant and palonosetron has not been studied in patient with  
ESRD requiring dialysis. 
  
Conflict Code: MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B  Util C (Include) 
Netupitant/palonosetron   Severe Hepatic Impairment 
     CKD Stage 4 & 5 
     ESRD  
References: 
Akynzeo Prescribing Information, April 2015, EISAI, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

5. Netupitant/Palonosetron / Therapeutic Appropriateness < 18 yoa ________    ________    
Alert Message:  Safety and effectiveness of Akynzeo (netupitant/palonosetron) in patients  
below the age of 18 years have not been established. 

Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Netupitant/palonosetron

Age Range: 0-17 yoa 

References: 
Akynzeo Prescribing Information, Oct. 2014, EISAI, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  

6. Netupitant/Palonosetron / Serotoninergic Agents   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Akynzeo (netupitant/palonosetron) with another 
serotonergic agent may result in additive serotonergic effects increasing the risk of adverse  
events including serotonin syndrome (e.g., mental status changes, neuromuscular symptoms  
and seizures).  The palonosetron component of the fixed combination product is a 5HT3  
receptor antagonist which blocks serotonin.    

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B Util C 
Netupitant/Palonosetron SSRIs  

SNRIs
MAOIs 
TCAs 
Mirtazapine
Dextromethorphan
Fentanyl
Lithium
Linezolid
Meperidine 
Pentazocine
Rasagiline
Selegiline
Tramadol
Triptans 

References: 
Akynzeo Prescribing Information, April 2015, EISAI, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
7.  Viekira Pak / Viekira Pak Contraindicated Drugs     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  A review of recent pharmacy claims show that the patient is receiving  
concurrent therapy with Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir) and a  
drug that is contraindicated with this combination product.  Co-administration of Viekira Pak  
with the identified agent(s) may result in serious and/or life-threatening events. 
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B     Util C  
Viekira Pak Alfuzosin  Lurasidone  

Carbamazepine  Ziprasidone 
  Phenytoin  Dronedarone 
  Phenobarbital  Eplerenone 
  Gemfibrozil 
  Rifampin 
  Ergotamine 
  Dihydroergotamine 
  Methylergonovine 
  Lovastatin 
  Simvastatin 
  Pimozide 
  Efavirenz 
  Revatio 
  Triazolam  
  Midazolam 
  Amiodarone   
  Flecainide 

Propafenone 
  Quinidine 

Ethinyl estradiol-containing products 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
 
8.  Viekira Pak / Severe Hepatic Impairment     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir) is contraindicated 
in patients with severe hepatic impairment due to the risk of potential toxicity and its use is  
not recommended in HCV-infected patients with moderate hepatic impairment (Child-Pugh B).] 
No dosage adjustment is required in patients with mild hepatic impairment.   
 
Conflict Code:  MC – Drug (Actual) Disease Precaution/Warning   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C  
Viekira Pak Hepatic Impairment 
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
9.  Viekira Pak / Mexiletine       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with mexiletine may result in increased mexiletine plasma concentrations due to inhibition,  
by the ritonavir component in Viekira Pak, of mexiletine CYP2D6-mediated metabolism.   
The manufacturer recommends caution and therapeutic concentration monitoring (if  
available) when these agents are co-administered.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Mexiletine 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
 
 
 
 
10.  Viekira Pak / Disopyramide         ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with disopyramide may result in increased disopyramide plasma concentrations due to  
inhibition, by the ritonavir component in Viekira Pak, of the disopyramide CYP3A4-mediated  
metabolism.  The manufacturer recommends caution and therapeutic concentration monitoring  
(if available) when these agents are co-administered.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Disopyramide 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
 
 
11.  Viekira Pak / Ketoconazole         ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The daily dose of ketoconazole should be limited to 200 mg per day when  
co-administered with Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir).  The  
ritonavir component of the combination product is a strong CYP3A4 inhibitor and concurrent  
use with the CYP3A4 substrate, ketoconazole, may result in elevated ketoconazole plasma  
concentrations increasing the risk for ketoconazole-related adverse effects.   
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Ketoconazole   Viekira Pak 
 
Max Dose: 200mg/day 
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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12.  Viekira Pak / Voriconazole       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with Vfend (voriconazole) is not recommended unless an assessment of the benefit-to-risk  
ratio justifies the use of voriconazole.  Drug studies with voriconazole and ritonavir, a  
component of the combination product, have shown that concomitant use of these agents  
results in decreased voriconazole concentrations.  Co-administration of voriconazole and  
high-dose ritonavir (400 mg q 12h) is contraindicated.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Voriconazole 
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
 
13.  Viekira Pak / Calcium Channel Blockers     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with a calcium channel blocker (CCB) may result in elevated CCB plasma concentrations due  
to inhibition, by the ritonavir component in Viekira Pak, of the CCB CYP3A4-mediated  
metabolism.  The manufacturer recommends caution and clinical monitoring when these  
agents are co-administered.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Viekira Pak Amlodipine 
  Diltiazem 
  Felodipine 
  Isradipine 
  Nicardipine 
  Nifedipine 
  Nimodipine 
  Nisoldipine 
  Verapamil 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
 
14.  Viekira Pak / Fluticasone        _______    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir) 
with fluticasone, a CYP3A4 substrate, may result in increased fluticasone exposure due to  
inhibition, by the ritonavir component in the Viekira Pak, of fluticasone CYP3A4-mediated  
metabolism.  Elevated fluticasone exposure may cause reduced cortisol concentrations  
resulting in systemic corticosteroid effects.  Then manufacturer recommends consideration 
of an alternative corticosteroid, particularly for long-term use. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Viekira Pak Fluticasone    
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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15.  Viekira Pak / Furosemide        ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with furosemide may result in elevated furosemide maximum plasma concentrations (Cmax).   
Clinical monitoring of the patient is recommended and furosemide therapy individualized  
based on patient’s clinical response. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C 
Viekira Pak Furosemide    
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
16.  Viekira Pak / Atazanavir / Ritonavir      _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of atazanavir (boosted with ritonavir) and Viekira Pak  
(ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir) has resulted in elevated paritaprevir serum  
concentrations.  The manufacturer recommends atazanavir 300 mg (without the ritonavir  
booster) once daily in the morning when co-administering with Viekira Pak. The antiretroviral  
regimen should be re-adjusted after completion of the hepatitis C regimen. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Viekira Pak Atazanavir Ritonavir   
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
17.  Viekira Pak / Darunavir / Ritonavir      _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with darunavir and ritonavir is not recommended due to potential for decreased darunavir  
plasma concentrations.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Viekira Pak Darunavir Ritonavir   
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
18.  Viekira Pak / Lopinavir-Ritonavir      _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with Kaletra (lopinavir/ritonavir) is not recommended due to the potential for increased  
plasma concentrations of the paritaprevir component of the combination HCV product.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C   
Viekira Pak Lopinavir/Ritonavir   
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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19.  Viekira Pak / Rilpivirine       _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with Edurant (rilpivirine) is not recommended due to the potential for increased plasma  
concentrations of rilpivirine and risk of QT interval prolongation.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C   
Viekira Pak Rilpivirine 
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
 
20.  Viekira Pak / Rosuvastatin 20 & 40 mg                        _________    ________     
Alert Message:  The dose of Crestor (rosuvastatin) should not exceed 10 mg per day when  
co-administered with Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir).  Rosuvastatin  
is a CYP3A4, BCRP, OATP1B1, and OATP1B3 substrate.  The components of Viekira Pak  
inhibit CYP3A4-mediated metabolism and BCRP-, OATP1B1-, and OATP1B3-mediated  
transport.  Concurrent use of these agents may result in increased rosuvastatin plasma  
concentrations and risk of rosuvastatin-related adverse effects (e.g., myopathy and  
rhabdomyolysis). 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C   
Viekira Pak Rosuvastatin 20 & 40 mg 
 
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
 
21.  Viekira Pak / Pravastatin 80 mg                        _________    ________     
Alert Message:  The dose of pravastatin should not exceed 40 mg per day when  
co-administered with Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir).  Pravastatin  
is a CYP3A4 and OATP1B1 substrate.  The components of Viekira Pak inhibit  
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism and OATP1B1-mediated transport.  Concurrent use of these  
agents may result in increased pravastatin plasma concentrations and risk of pravastatin-related  
adverse effects (e.g., myopathy and rhabdomyolysis). 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Pravastatin 80mg 
  
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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22.  Viekira Pak / Salmeterol                    _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with a salmeterol-containing agent is not recommended due to the increased risk of  
salmeterol-related adverse reactions, particularly cardiovascular effects (e.g., QT  
prolongation, palpitations, & tachycardia).  The ritonavir component in Viekira Pak product  
inhibits the CYP3A4-mediated metabolism of salmeterol resulting in elevated salmeterol  
plasma concentrations.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Salmeterol 
 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
23.  Viekira Pak / Buprenorphine                        _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with a buprenorphine-containing agent may result in increased buprenorphine plasma  
concentrations due to inhibition, by the ritonavir component in Viekira Pak, of buprenorphine  
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism.  No dosage adjustment is required; however, close monitoring  
for sedation and cognitive effects is advised. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Buprenorphine 
 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
24.  Viekira Pak / Omeprazole                        _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with omeprazole may result in decreased omeprazole plasma concentrations.  Monitor patient  
for decreased omeprazole efficacy and consider increasing the omeprazole dose if necessary,  
but not to exceed 40 mg per day.  The dose may be readjusted after completion of the Viekira  
Pak regimen. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Omeprazole 
 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
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25.  Viekira Pak / Alprazolam                   _________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Viekira Pak (ombitasvir/paritaprevir/ritonavir & dasabuvir)  
with alprazolam may result in increased alprazolam plasma concentrations due to inhibition,  
by the ritonavir component in Viekira Pak, of alprazolam CYP3A4-mediated metabolism.   
Clinical monitoring for alprazolam-related adverse events is recommended and alprazolam  
dose reduction can be considered based on clinical response.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Viekira Pak Alprazolam 
 
   
References: 
Viekira Pak Prescribing Information, March 2015, AbbVie Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard.  
 
 
26.  Olopatadine / Therapeutic Appropriateness (Pediatric Use)                    _________    ________     
Alert Message:   The safety and effectiveness of Pazeo (olopatadine 0.7% ophthalmic  
solution) in children younger than 2 years of age have not been established. 
  
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Olopatadine 0.7% 
 
Age Range: 0 – 1 yoa 
 
References: 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
27.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Overutilization                     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The recommended dose of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) is one 90mg/400mg  
tablet taken once daily with or without food.   
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B       Util C  
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir 
 
Max Dose: 90mg/400mg per day 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
28.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir /Sofosbuvir                      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with other products  
containing sofosbuvir is not recommended. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B       Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir  Sofosbuvir    
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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29.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Therapeutic Appropriateness < 18 yoa  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Safety and effectiveness of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) have not been  
established in pediatric patients.  
 
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B       Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir   
 
Age Range: 0-17 yoa 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
30.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / P-gp Inducers                  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with a P-gp inducer  
is not recommended.  Both ledipasvir and sofosbuvir are P-gp substrates and  
co-administration with a P-gp inducer may decrease ledipasvir and sofosbuvir plasma  
concentrations, leading to reduced antiviral efficacy. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B       Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Rifampin   
   Carbamazepine 
   Oxcarbazepine 
   Phenytoin 
   Phenobarbital 
   Primidone 
   Rifabutin 
   Rifapentine 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
31.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Tipranavir / Ritonavir                 ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with ritonavir-boosted  
tipranavir is not recommended.  Tipranavir is a P-gp inducer and co-administration with the  
P-gp substrates ledipasvir and sofosbuvir may result in decreased ledipasvir and sofosbuvir  
plasma concentrations, leading to reduced antiviral efficacy.  
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B        Util C (Include) 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Tipranavir Ritonavir 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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32.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Antacids                  ________    ________     
Alert Message:  It is recommended to separate the administration of an antacid and  
Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) by 4 hours.  The ledipasvir component of the combo product  
is pH dependent and drugs that increase gastric pH are expected to decrease ledipasvir  
solubility and therefore its bioavailability.      
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B         Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Aluminum hydroxide 
   Magnesium hydroxide 
   Calcium Carbonate 
   Sodium Bicarbonate 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
33.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / H2 Blockers      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when using Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir)  
with an H-2 receptor antagonist.  These agents may be administered simultaneously 
or separated by 12 hours if the dose of the H-2 antagonist does not exceed doses  
comparable to famotidine 40 mg twice daily.  The ledipasvir component of the combo 
product is pH dependent and drugs that increase gastric pH are expected to decrease  
ledipasvir solubility and therefore its bioavailability.      
 
 Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B        Util C (Include) 
Cimetidine > 1600mg/day    Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir 
Famotidine > 80mg/day 
Ranitidine > 600mg/day 
Nizatidine > 600mg/day 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
34.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Proton Pump Inhibitors                 ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Caution should be exercised when using Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir)  
with a proton pump inhibitor (PPI).  A PPI may be administered simultaneously with 
ledipasvir/sofosbuvir under fasted conditions if the dose of the PPI does not exceed  
doses comparable to omeprazole 20 mg daily.  The ledipasvir component of the combo 
product is pH dependent and drugs that increase gastric pH are expected to decrease  
ledipasvir solubility and therefore its bioavailability.      
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B        Util C (Include) 
Omeprazole  > 20mg/day   Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir 
Esomeprazole > 20mg/day 
Lansoprazole  >30mg/day 
Dexlansoprazole >60mg/day 
Rabeprazole >20 mg/day 
Pantoprazole >40mg/day 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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35.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Digoxin                   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with digoxin, a P-gp  
substrate, may result in an increase in the concentration of digoxin due to inhibition, by the  
ledipasvir component, of the P-gp efflux transporter system.  Digoxin therapeutic concentration  
monitoring is recommended if the drugs are co-administered. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B        Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Digoxin 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
36.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Efavirenz/Emtricitabine/Tenofovir               ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with the fixed dose  
combination product Atripla (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir) may result in elevated  
tenofovir plasma concentrations due to the inhibition, by ledipasvir, of P-gp and BCRP  
transport of tenofovir.  Patients should be monitored for tenofovir adverse effects. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B          Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Efavirenz/Emtricitabine/Tenofovir 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard 
 
 
 
37.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Stribild                   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with the fixed dose  
combination product Stribild (elvitegravir/cobicistat/emtricitabine/tenofovir) is not  
recommended.  Co-administration of these agents may result in elevated tenofovir  
concentrations and tenofovir-associated adverse reactions due to the inhibition, by ledipasvir,  
of P-gp and BCRP transport of tenofovir.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B                     Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Elvitegravir/Cobicistat/Emtricitabine/Tenofovir 
      
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
38.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Simeprevir      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with Olysio  
(simeprevir) is not recommended.  Concentrations of ledipasvir and simeprevir are  
increased when simeprevir is co-administered with ledipasvir.   
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B        Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Simeprevir 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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39.  Ledipasvir + Sofosbuvir / Rosuvastatin     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The concurrent use of Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir) with Crestor 
(rosuvastatin) is not recommended.  Co-administration of these agents may result in  
a significant increase in the concentration of rosuvastatin which is associated with  
increased risk of myopathy including rhabdomyolysis.  
   
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A   Util B        Util C 
Ledipasvir/Sofosbuvir Rosuvastatin 
 
References: 
Harvoni Prescribing Information, March 2015, Gilead Science, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
40.  Edoxaban / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum dose of Savaysa (edoxaban)  
is 60 mg once daily in patients with CrCL > 50 to ≤ 95 mL/min.  The daily dose should not  
exceed 30 mg once daily in patients with a CrCL of 15 to 50 mL/min or in patients with DVT 
or PE weighing less than or equal to 60 kg or who use certain P-gp inhibitors.  Edoxaban  
should not be used in patients with CrCl > 95 mL/min because of an increased risk of  
ischemic stroke.   
  
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Edoxaban   Renal Impairment 
 
Max Dose: 60mg/day 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
41.  Edoxaban / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum dose of Savaysa (edoxaban)  
should not exceed 30 mg once daily in patients with a CrCL of 15 to 50 mL/min or in patients  
with DVT or PE weighing less than or equal to 60 kg or who concurrently use certain P-gp  
inhibitors.  Edoxaban should not be used in patients with CrCl > 95 mL/min because of an  
increased risk of ischemic stroke.   
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Edoxaban   CKD Stage 3 
    CKD Stage 4 
Max Dose: 30mg/day 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
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42.  Edoxaban 60mg / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum dose of Savaysa (edoxaban)  
should not exceed 30 mg once daily in patients with a CrCL of 15 to 50 mL/min or in  
patients with DVT or PE weighing less than or equal to 60 kg or who concurrently use  
certain P-gp inhibitors.  Edoxaban should not be used in patients with CrCl > 95 mL/min  
because of an increased risk of ischemic stroke.   
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C (Include)  
Edoxaban 60mg Deep Vein Thrombosis CKD Stage 3      Azithromycin Ketoconazole 
  Pulmonary Embolism CKD Stage 4      Clarithromycin 
     Verapamil Erythromycin 
     Quinidine Itraconazole 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
 
43.  Edoxaban / Severe Renal Disease (Black Box warning)    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Savaysa (edoxaban) use is not recommended in patients with CrCL  
< 15 mL/min.  Renal clearance accounts for 50% of the total clearance of edoxaban and  
edoxaban blood levels are increased in patients with poor renal function as compared to  
those with higher renal function. 
  
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Edoxaban   CKD Stage 5 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
44.  Edoxaban / Renal Impairment (Negating)     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Savaysa (edoxaban) should not be used in patients with CrCL > 95 mL/min  
because of an increased risk of ischemic stroke.  Renal clearance accounts for 50% of the  
total clearance of edoxaban and as renal function improves and edoxaban levels decrease,  
the risk of ischemic stroke increases.  
  
Conflict Code:  TA - Therapeutic Appropriateness 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negating)  
Edoxaban   Renal Impairment 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
 
45.  Edoxaban / Active Pathological Bleed      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Savaysa (edoxaban) can cause serious, potentially fatal bleeding and is  
contraindicated in any patient with active pathological bleeding. 
  
Conflict Code:  MC - Drug Disease Precaution/Warning  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C  
Edoxaban Intracranial Hemorrhage 
  Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
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46.  Edoxaban / Mitral Stenosis & Heart Valve Replacement    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The safety and efficacy of Savaysa (edoxaban) has not been studied in  
patients with mechanical heart valves or moderate to severe mitral stenosis.  The use of  
edoxaban is not recommended in these patients. 
  
Conflict Code:  MC - Drug Disease Precaution/Warning  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C  
Edoxaban Mitral Stenosis 394.0 
  Heart Valve Replacement V43.3 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
 
47.  Edoxaban / Antiplatelets, Thrombolytics, Aspirin & NSAIDS   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concomitant use of Savaysa (edoxaban) with drugs affecting hemostasis  
(e.g., aspirin, platelet aggregation inhibitors and NSAIDS) may increase the risk of  
bleeding.  Promptly evaluate any signs or symptoms of blood loss if the patient is treated  
concurrently with these agents.  
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Edoxaban  Dipyridamole  
  Ticlopidine 
  Cilostazol 

Vorapaxar 
  Clopidogrel 
  Prasugrel 
  Ticagrelor 
  Anagrelide 
  Aspirin 
  NSAIDS 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
48.  Edoxaban / Anticoagulants       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concomitant use of Savaysa (edoxaban) with an anticoagulant may  
increase the risk of bleeding.  Long-term treatment with edoxaban and other anticoagulants  
is not recommended because of the increased risk of bleeding.  Short-term co-administration  
may be needed for patients transitioning to or from edoxaban. 
 
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Edoxaban  Warfarin 
  Apixaban 
  Rivaroxaban 
  Dabigatran    
  Enoxaparin 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
49.  Edoxaban / Moderate to Severe Hepatic Impairment    ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The use of Savaysa (edoxaban) in patients with moderate to severe 
hepatic impairment (Child-Pugh B and C) is not recommended as these patients may  
have intrinsic coagulation abnormalities.   No dose reduction is required in patients  
with mild hepatic impairment (Child-Pugh A). 
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Edoxaban   Hepatic Impairment 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
 
50.  Edoxaban / Rifampin        ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Co-administration of Savaysa (edoxaban), a P-gp substrate, with rifampin  
should be avoided due to the risk of decreased edoxaban efficacy.  Rifampin is a potent  
P-gp inducer and concurrent use with edoxaban may result in decreased edoxaban exposure.   
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Edoxaban Rifampin 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
 
 
 
51.  Edoxaban / Nonadherence       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Savaysa  
(edoxaban).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in  
sub-therapeutic effects (i.e., increasing risk of thrombotic events), which may lead to  
decreased patient outcomes and additional healthcare costs. 
  
Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Edoxaban 
 
References: 
Savaysa Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. 
Osterberg L, Blaschke T. Adherence to Medication. N Engl J Med 2005;353:487-497. 
Kumbhani DJ, Steg PG, Cannon CP, et al. Adherence to Secondary Prevention Medications and Four-year 
Outcomes in Outpatients with Atherosclerosis. Am J Med. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amjmed.2013.01.033. 
Kneeland PP, Fang MC. Current Issues in Patient Adherence and Persistence: Focus on Anticoagulants for the 
Treatment and Prevention of Thromboembolism. Pat Pref Adher 2010;4:51-60. 
Ferguson C, Inglis SC, Newton PJ, et al. Atrial Fibrillation and Thromboprophylaxis in Heart Failure: The Need for 
Patient-Centered Approaches to Address Adherence. Vascular Health and Risk Management 2013;9:3-11. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
 
52.  Rivaroxaban / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum dose of Xarelto (rivaroxaban)  
is 20 mg once daily with the evening meal in patients with CrCL > 50 mL/min.  The daily  
dose should not exceed 15 mg once daily in patients with a CrCL of 15 to 50 mL/min.  
  
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Negate)  
Rivaroxaban   CKD 3, 4 & 5 
 
Max Dose: 20mg/day 
 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
53.  Rivaroxaban / Overutilization       ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The manufacturer’s recommended maximum dose of Xarelto (rivaroxaban)  
is 15 mg once daily with the evening meal in patients with CrCL of 15 - 50 mL/min.   
 
Conflict Code:  ER - Overutilization 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Rivaroxaban   CKD Stage 3 
    CKD Stage 4 
 
Max Dose: 15 mg/day 
 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
54.  Rivaroxaban / DVT & PR / CKD Stage 4 & 5     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The use of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) should be avoided for DVT prophylaxis  
and treatment of DVT and/or PE in patients who have a CrCL < 30 mL/min, due to the risk  
of increased rivaroxaban exposure and pharmacodynamic effects. 
 
Conflict Code:  DC – Drug Actual Disease Precaution 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C (Include)  
Rivaroxaban Deep Vein Thrombosis  CKD Stage 4 
  Pulmonary Embolism CKD Stage 5 
 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
55.  Rivaroxaban / Active Pathological Bleed     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Xarelto (rivaroxaban) can cause serious, potentially fatal bleeding and is  
contraindicated in any patient with active pathological bleeding. 
  
Conflict Code:  MC - Drug Disease Precaution/Warning  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C  
Rivaroxaban Intracranial Hemorrhage 
  Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
56.  Rivaroxaban /Heart Valve Replacement     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The safety and efficacy of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) has not been studied  
in patients with prosthetic heart valves.  The use of rivaroxaban is not recommended  
in these patients. 
  
Conflict Code:  MC - Drug Disease Precaution/Warning  
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B   Util C  
Rivaroxaban Heart Valve Replacement (V43.3) 
 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
57.  Rivaroxaban / Antiplatelets, Thrombolytics, Aspirin & NSAIDS   ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concomitant use of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) with drugs affecting hemostasis  
(e.g., aspirin, platelet aggregation inhibitors and NSAIDs) may increase the risk of bleeding. 
Promptly evaluate any signs or symptoms of blood loss if the patient is treated concurrently  
with these agents.  
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Rivaroxaban  Dipyridamole  
  Ticlopidine 
  Cilostazol 

Vorapaxar 
  Clopidogrel 
  Prasugrel 
  Ticagrelor 
  Anagrelide 
  Aspirin 
  NSAIDS 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations                   Approved   Rejected 
 
 
 
58.  Rivaroxaban / Anticoagulants      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concomitant use of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) with an anticoagulant may  
increase the risk of bleeding.  Avoid the concurrent use of rivaroxaban with other  
anticoagulants unless the benefit outweighs the risk. 
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Rivaroxaban  Warfarin 
  Dabigatran 
  Apixaban 
  Enoxaparin 
  Edoxaban 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
59.  Rivaroxaban / Hepatic Impairment      ________    ________     
Alert Message:  The use of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) should be avoided in patients with  
moderate to severe hepatic impairment (Child-Pugh B and C) or with any hepatic disease  
associated with coagulopathy due to the risk of increased rivaroxaban exposure and bleeding.  
  
Conflict Code:  TA – Therapeutic Appropriateness   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C (Include)  
Rivaroxaban   Hepatic Impairment 
 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
 
 
 
60.  Rivaroxaban / Dual CYP3A4 & P-gp Inducers     ________    ________     
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) with a dual P-gp and strong 
CYP3A4 inducer (e.g., carbamazepine, phenytoin and rifampin) should be avoided.   
Rivaroxaban is a CYP3A4 and P-gp substrate and use with a dual inducer of  
CYP3A4-mediated metabolism and P-gp efflux transport may decrease rivaroxaban 
exposure and increase the risk of stroke. 
  
Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Rivaroxaban Rifampin 
  Carbamazepine 
  Phenytoin 
References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 
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Criteria Recommendations Approved   Rejected 

61. Rivaroxaban / Dual P-gp & Strong CYP3Q4 Inhibitors ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Concurrent use of Xarelto (rivaroxaban) with a dual P-gp and strong 
CYP3A4 inhibitor (e.g., ketoconazole, itraconazole, ritonavir, lopinavir/ritonavir, and 
clarithromycin) should be avoided.  Rivaroxaban is a CYP3A4 and P-gp substrate and use  
with a dual inhibitor of CYP3A4-mediated metabolism and P-gp efflux transport may  
enhance rivaroxaban exposure and increase bleeding risk. 

Conflict Code:  DD – Drug/Drug Interaction   
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Rivaroxaban Ketoconazole 

Itraconazole
Ritonavir
Lopinavir/ritonavir
Clarithromycin

References: 
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Facts & Comparisons, 2015, Wolters Kluwer health, Inc. 
Clinical Pharmacology, 2015 Elsevier/Gold Standard. 

62. Rivaroxaban / Nonadherence ________    ________ 
Alert Message:  Based on refill history, your patient may be under-utilizing Xarelto  
(rivaroxaban).  Non-adherence to the prescribed dosing regimen may result in  
sub-therapeutic effects (i.e., increasing risk of thrombotic events), which may lead to  
decreased patient outcomes and additional healthcare costs. 

Conflict Code:  LR - Nonadherence 
Drugs/Diseases 
Util A  Util B  Util C  
Rivaroxaban 

References: (631, 1664, 1665, 1666)  
Xarelto Prescribing Information, Jan. 2015, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Osterberg L, Blaschke T. Adherence to Medication. N Engl J Med 2005;353:487-497. 
Kumbhani DJ, Steg PG, Cannon CP, et al. Adherence to Secondary Prevention Medications and Four-year 
Outcomes in Outpatients with Atherosclerosis. Am J Med. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amjmed.2013.01.033. 
Kneeland PP, Fang MC. Current issues in patient adherence and Persistence: Focus on Anticoagulants for the 
Treatment and Prevention of Thromboembolism. Pat Pref Adher 2010;4:51-60. 
Ferguson C, Inglis SC, Newton PJ, et al. Atrial Fibrillation and Thromboprophylaxis in Heart Failure: The Need for 
Patient-Centered Approaches to Address Adherence. Vascular Health and Risk Management 2013;9:3-11. 
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ACE-Inhibitors (ACE-I), Angiotensin II 
Receptor Blockers (ARB) and 


Renin Inhibitor 
PA Form 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
Prior Authorization Vendor for ND 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a prescription for an ACE-I, ARB, Renin Inhibitor, or any combination not listed below must meet 
the following criteria:  
*Note:

 
ACE-I: Captopril, enalapril, ramipril, lisinopril, trandolapril, quinapril, benazepril, and fosinopril and their 
hydrochlorothiazide containing combinations do not require a prior authorization. Epaned does not 
require a PA for patients less than 7 years of age.

 Angiotensin II receptor antagonists: Losartan does not require a prior authorization.

 Renin Inhibitor: Aliskiren and combination products require a prior authorization.

Part I: TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Failed therapy Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II: TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III: FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:   From:   /  / To: / / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Revised: 06/04/2015



North Dakota Department of Human Services 
ACE‐Is, ARBs, and Renin Inhibitor  
Authorization Criteria Algorithm

Has the patient had a 2 week trial at the 
highest tolerable therapeutic dose of 
captopril, enalapril, ramipril, lisinopril, 
trandolapril, quinapril, benazepril, OR 
fosinopril OR their hydrochlorothiazide 

containing combinations?

ACE‐I:  Captopril, enalapril, moexipril, ramipril, lisinopril, trandolapril, quinapril,  
benazepril, perindopril, or fosinopril and hydrochlorothiazide combinations

ARB:  Azilsartan, candesartan, eprosartan, irbesartan, losartan, olmesartan, 
telmisartan, valsartan,  and hydrochlorothiazide combinations 

Renin Inhibitor: Aliskiren and hydrochlorothiazide combination

ACE‐I

Approve for up 
to 12 months.YES

Deny PA

NO

ARBs

Is the request for 
telmisartan HCTZ, 

Exforge HCT, Twynsta, 

or Tribenzor?

Is the patient currently 
stable on the 

requested agent?

Approve for up 
to 12 months.

Is the request for 
candesartan, 

candesartan HCTZ, or 

eprosartan?

Has the patient had a 2 
week trial at the 
highest tolerable 

therapeutic dose of 

losartan?

Approve for up 
to 12 months.

Deny PA NONO

NO

YES

YES

Renin Inhibitors

Has the patient had a 2 week trial of the 
highest tolerable therapeutic dose of 2 

ARBs or combination AND a 2 week trial of 
the highest tolerable therapeutic dose of 

2 ACE‐I or combination?

Deny PA

Approve for up 
to 12 months.YES

NO

YES

Has the patient had a 2 
week trial of the 
highest tolerable 

therapeutic dose of 
irbesartan irbesartan 
HCTZ, valsartan, 
valsartan HCTZ, 

telmisartan, Edarbi, 
Benicar, Azor, 

Edarbyclor, Exforge, 
Benicar HCT, or 

Teveten HCT? 

YES YES

NO

NO



Is the patient less than 7 years of 
age?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Epaned Authorization Algorithm

YES

Is the patient unable to ingest 
solid dosage form?

Has the prescriber included 
documentation of their inability 
to ingest solid dosage form?

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO



   ACTINIC KERATOSIS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Solaraze, Zyclara, or Picato must first try imiquimod. 
 Imiquimod does not require prior authorization

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ ZYCLARA

□ SOLARAZE

□ PICATO

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient had a 6 month 
trial of imiquimod?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Actinic Keratosis Authorization Algorithm



ALTEPLASE 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Alteplase must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Alteplase is indicated for restoration of function to central venous access devices as assessed by the ability

to withdraw blood.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ ALTEPLASE

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient have an FDA 
approved indication?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Alteplase Authorization Algorithm



            AMPYRA PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Ampyra must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be 18 years or older.
 Patient must have a specialist (neurologist or physiatrist) involved in therapy.
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of multiple sclerosis.
 Patient must not have a history of seizures
 Patient’s CrCl (creatinine clearance) must be greater than 50mL/min
 Renewal PA requests must include patient’s current T25FW.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy (if not treating physician) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ AMPYRA

  FDA approved indication for this request: 

Has patient experienced any acute exacerbations within the last 60 days?       □ YES □ NO

Does the patient have a CrCL greater than 50mL/min?    □ YES □ NO

Does the patient have a history of seizures?        □ YES □ NO

What is the patient’s baseline Timed 25-foot 
Walk (T25FW)? 

If this is a renewal PA request, please include patient’s current 
T25FW: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

Route for 
clinical review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Ampyra Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
multiple sclerosis? 

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Does the patient 
have a neurologist 

or physiatrist 
involved in 
therapy? 

Does the patient 
have a history of 

seizures?

Is the patient’s 
creatinine 

clearance greater 
than 50 mL/min?

Has the patient 
experienced any 

acute 
exacerbations 

within the last 60 
days?

Has the patient 
established the 
baseline ability of 
walking 25 feet in 8 
to 45 seconds?

YES YES YES YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

Approve for up 
to 3 months.

NO

NO

NO

Is this the second 
PA request?

Is the baseline and 
current 25 foot 

walk time attached

Is the current walk 
time 20% faster 

than their baseline 
25 foot walk time?

Is the baseline and 
current 25 foot 

walk time attached

Is the current walk 
time faster than 
their baseline 25 
foot walk time?

NO

YES YES

NO

NO

Approve for up 
to 3 months.

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES YES

NO



AMRIX PA Form 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695

 

ND Medicaid requires that patients try and fail generic cyclobenzaprine.   
*Note:

• Cyclobenzaprine does not require PA
• Patient must fail therapy on generic cyclobenzaprine before a PA will be considered for Amrix.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 

RECIPIENT NAME: 
 RECIPIENT 

MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 
Recipient 
Date of birth:          /    / 

PRESCRIBER NAME: PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (     ) 

City: FAX:  (     ) 

State: Zip:
REQUESTED DRUG: Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Qualifications for coverage: 
Start Date: Dose: 
End Date: Frequency:

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 
Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 

PHARMACY NAME: 
ND MEDICAID 
PROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone:  FAX:

Drug:  NDC#:

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:        /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:    /  / To:      /     / 
Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

 Failed cyclobenzaprine therapy 

Diagnosis:

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is medication being used for 
muscle spasms associated with 
acute painful musculoskeletal 

conditions?

Route for clinical review

Deny PA

NO

Has the patient failed a 1‐week 
trial of generic cyclobenzaprine 

in the past 2 months?
YESYES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Amrix Authorization Algorithm

NO



ANTIHISTAMINE PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

 
 
 

 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving antihistamines must use loratadine (Claritin generic) and cetirizine (Zyrtec 
generic) as step therapy. 
*Note:

• Loratadine OTC and cetirizine OTC (or prescription generic) may be prescribed WITHOUT prior
authorization.

• Loratadine OTC and cetirizine OTC are covered by Medicaid when prescribed by a physician.
• Patients must use loratadine or cetirizine for a minimum of 14 days for the trial to be considered a failure.

Patient preference does not constitute a failure.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 

RECIPIENT NAME: 
RECIPIENT 
MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 

Recipient 
Date of birth:         /   / 

PRESCRIBER NAME: PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (        ) 

City: FAX:  (        ) 

State: Zip: 

REQUESTED DRUG: Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Diagnosis for this request: 
Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Failed loratadine or cetirizine
(include which agent failed)__________________________       

Start Date: End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 

PHARMACY NAME: 
ND MEDICAID 
PROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone: FAX: 

Drug: NDC#: 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:         /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:          /          / To:             /    / 
Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a 14 day 
trial of loratadine or cetirizine?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Antihistamines Authorization Algorithm



 Asacol HD Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Asacol HD must try and fail a 30 day trial of Delzicol.  
*Note:

• Asacol HD is FDA approved to treat flares in patients with moderately active ulcerative colitis.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Asacol HD

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED THERAPY

START DATE:        DOSE: 
END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is medication being used for 
flares in patients with 

moderately active ulcerative 
colitis?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

Has the patient tried and failed a 
30 day trial of Delzicol?

YESYES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Asacol HD Authorization Algorithm

NO



Aubagio Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed Aubagio must follow these guidelines: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of a relapsing form of multiple sclerosis.
 Patient must have a neurologist involved in therapy.
 Obtain transaminase and bilirubin levels within 6 months before initiation of Aubagio and monitor ALT levels

at least monthly for 6 months.
 Aubagio is contraindicated in pregnant women or women of childbearing potential who are not using reliable

contraception.
 Patient must try a 3 month trial of Copaxone.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Neurologist involved in therapy: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Qualifications for coverage: 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Aubagio

  Diagnosis for this request: 

□ Failed Copaxone therapy

Start Date:         End Date: 

Dose:         Frequency: 

Documented intolerance/FDA 
contraindication/hypersensitivity to 
Copaxone?      □ YES □ NO

Have transaminase and bilirubin levels been obtained in the last 6 
months?          □ YES □ NO

Is the patient pregnant?      □ YES □ NO
Is the patient of childbearing potential?    □ YES □ NO
Is patient using reliable contraception?     □ YES □ NO

Renewal PA-Has ALT been monitored monthly for the first 6 months of 
therapy?  □ YES □ NO

Will patient receive Coadministration with leflunomide? □ YES     □ NO 
  If unable to take Copaxone please list name of beta-1 agent tried:       

  Start Date:                   End Date:                                Dose:            Frequency: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 
PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:     /     /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/30/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Aubagio Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
a relapsing form of 
multiple sclerosis? 

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Copaxone?

Is the prescriber a 
neurologist?

Have transaminase 
and bilirubin levels 
been obtained in 
the last 6 months?

Is the patient 
pregnant?

Is the prescriber a 
neurologist?

YES YES YES

NO

Approve for up 
to 12 months.

Approve for up 
to 12 months.

Is the patient 
pregnant?

Have ALT been 
taken monthly for 
the first 6 months 

of therapy?

YES

Is the patient using 
reliable 

contraception?
Deny PANO

Is the patient using 
reliable 

contraception?
YES

NO

Deny PA

NO

NO

NO

Has the patient had 
a trial with an 

interferon beta‐1 
agent?

YES

Deny PA

NO

NO

YES

YES

Does the patient 
have childbearing 

potential?
NO YES

YES

Does the patient 
have childbearing 

potential?

Deny PA

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES



        BETHKIS 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Bethkis must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Patient must be 6 years of age or older.
 Patient must first try TOBI or TOBI Podhaler.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ BETHKIS

Diagnosis for this Request: Trial: 

Start Date: 

End Date: 

FEV1 __________ Has the patient been colonized with Burkholderia cepacia? 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient have an FDA 
approved indication?

PA may be approved

Is the patient 6 years of 
age or older?

Does the patient have an 
FEV1 less than 40% or 
greater than 80% 

predicted?

Has the patient been 
colonized with 

Burkholderia cepacia?

Has the patient failed a 
trial of TOBI or TOBI 

podhaler?
YES YES NO NO

Deny PA

NO

NO

YES

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Bethkis Authorization Algorithm

NO

YES



  BLOOD FACTOR PRODUCTS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for blood factor products must provide the following 
information: 

• Visit once per year with an accredited Hemophilia Treatment Center
• Date of last appointment with treatment center
• Contact information for treatment center

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

REQUESTED DRUG :   DOSAGE: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
TREATMENT CENTER CONTACT INFORMATION: DATE OF LAST APPOINTMENT WITH TREATMENT CENTER: 

_______________________________________________ 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient visit an 
accredited Hemophilia 

Treatment Center for yearly 
checkups?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

Has the doctor provided the 
date of the patient’s last 

appointment at a treatment 
center?

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Blood Factor Products Authorization Algorithm

Has the doctor included the 
contact information for the 
treatment center last visited 

by the patient?

YES YES

NO

NO

NO



Brisdelle 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Brisdelle must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must first try a 1-month trial of paroxetine

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Brisdelle

Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed Therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of moderate to severe 
vasomotor symptoms associated 

with menopause?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Brisdelle Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient failed a 1‐month 
trial of paroxetine?

YES YES



CARISOPRODOL PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients using carisoprodol 350mg longer than two times per year (272 tablets) must receive a 
prior authorization.  Cyclobenzaprine, chlorzoxazone, methocarbamol and orphenadrine do not require a prior authorization. 

*Note:
• PA will be approved if recipient is currently taking carisoprodol on a chronic basis and provider is weaning

patient.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ CARISOPRODOL

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 

□ CHRONIC CARISOPRODOL RECIPIENT BEING WEANED (PLEASE
INCLUDE WEANING SCHEDULE)  

Dose Frequency

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient had a 3 month 
trial with cyclobenzaprine, 
orphenadrine, metaxalone, 

tizanidine and methocarbamol

Approve for 1 week

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Carisoprodol Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient weaning from 
previous use of Soma?

Is the weaning plan attached?YES YES YES

NO

Route for clinical reviewNO NO



        CAYSTON 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Cayston must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Requires step therapy. See Cayston criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ CAYSTON

Diagnosis for this Request: 

 Does the patient have a FEV1 less than 25% or greater than 75% predicted? □ YES     □ NO
 Has the patient been colonized with Burkholderia cepacia? □ YES     □ NO
 Has the patient failed a 28-day trial of TOBI or TOBI podhaler? □ YES     □ NO

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient have 
an FDA approved 

indication?

PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Cayston Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 7 
years of age or 

older?

Does the patient 
have a FEV1 less 

than 25% or greater 
than 75% predicted?

Has the patient 
failed a 28‐day trial 
of TOBI or TOBI 

podhaler?

Has the patient 
been colonized with 

Burkholderia 
cepacia?

YES YES NO NO YES

NO

YES

YES

NO



       CIALIS for BENIGN PROSTATIC HYPERPLASIA 
     PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a prescription for Cialis used to treat benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) must 
meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must have diagnosis of BPH
 Patient must try and fail all alpha blockers and 5-alpha reductase inhibitors and combinations, unless

contraindicated.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this Request: Attach additional notes listing all 
products failed 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient have 
benign prostatic 

hypertrophy (BPH)?

PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Cialis Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 
the alpha blockers 

and 5‐alpha 
reductase inhibitors 
and combinations 
they have not 

failed?

Has patient failed a 
30‐day trial of 
finasteride, 
dutasteride, 
doxazosin, 
tamsulosin, 

terazosin, silodosin, 
alfuzosin, and 
prazosin?

YES <8

YES/NO

YES



  COMBINATION PRODUCTS 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a combination product that is more expensive than the 
individual components must meet the following criteria: 

• Patient must be currently stable on the combination product

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the requested medication a 
new prescription for a 

combination product that is 
more expensive than the 

individual components within 
the combination?

PA may be approved

PA Not Required

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Combination Products Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient stable on the 
combination product?

Route for clinical review. 

YES YES

NO



    COPAXONE 40mg PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Copaxone 40mg must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of multiple sclerosis.
 Requires step therapy. See Copaxone 40mg criteria for more details.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy (if not treating physician) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ COPAXONE 40MG

  FDA approved indication for this request: 

 Has patient experienced a reduction in relapse rate? (renewal requests) □ YES □ NO

 List all failed medications: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Copaxone 40 mg Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient 
had a reduction 
in relapse rate?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of multiple 
sclerosis?

NO

NO

YES

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Copaxone 

20mg?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Aubagio?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Tecfidera?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Tecfidera?

YES

YES

NO

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Copaxone?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Aubagio?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Gilenya?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Gilenya?

NO

Deny PA

NO
NO

YESNO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES/NO



     Agents Used to Treat COPD 
      Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Arcapta, Brovana, Daliresp, Spiriva, Tudorza, or Anoro 
Ellipta must meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must have a diagnosis of COPD.
 Requires step therapy. See COPD criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI: Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Arcapta       □ Tudorza       □ Incruse Ellipta       □ Brovana       □ Spiriva

□ Striverdi Respimat       □ Spiriva       □ Anoro Ellipta       □ Daliresp

Diagnosis for this request: 

List all failed medications: 

Prescriber (or Staff)/Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:  /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of COPD? PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
COPD Authorization Algorithm

Is the requested medication 
Spiriva or Perforomist?

Is the requested medication 
Spiriva Respimat?

Is the requested medication 
Incruse Ellipta or Tudorza?

Is the requested medication 
Anoro Ellipta?

Is the requested medication 
Arcapta or Brovana?

Is the requested medication 
Striverdi?

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Spiriva?

Has a MedWatch form been 
submitted?

PA may be approved

Route for clinical review.

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Spiriva?

PA may be approved

Yes YES

NO

YES YES YES

NO

NO

NO

YES YES

NO

Route for clinical review.

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Foradil?

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Serevent?

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Striverdi?

PA may be approvedYES YES YES YES

NO

NO

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Foradil?

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Serevent?

NO

YES YES PA may be approvedYES

Route for clinical review.

NO

NO

Has the patient failed a 1‐month 
trial of Spiriva, Spiriva Respimat, 
Incruse Ellipta, Tudorza, Foradil, 
Serevent, Brovana, Perforomist 

or Striverdi ?

PA may be approvedYES

NONO

YES

NO



Is the requested medication 
Daliresp ?

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Breo Ellipta, 
Symbicort or Advair? (Group 

1)

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Spiriva, Spiriva 
Respimat, Incruse Ellipta or 

Tudorza? (Group 2)

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of a Group 1 

medication accompanied with 
a Group 2 medication?

Does the patient have a 
history of exacerbations 

treated with corticosteroid 
within the last year?

YES YES YES YES

Is the requested medication 
Stiolto Respimat?

Has the patient failed a 1‐
month trial of Anoro Ellipta?

Has the patient failed a 1‐month 
trial of Spiriva, Spiriva Respimat, 
Incruse Ellipta, Tudorza, Foradil, 
Serevent, Brovana, Perforomist 

or Striverdi ?

PA may be approved

Route for clinical review.NO

YES YES

NO

NO

YES

NO NO NO

YES

NO



             DAKLINZA PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Daklinza must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must be ≥ 18 years old. 
• Must have a diagnosis of chronic hepatitis C (genotype 3). 
• Liver biopsy showing fibrosis corresponding to a Metavir score of greater than or equal to 2 or Ishak score of greater than or equal 

to 3 or other accepted test demonstrating liver fibrosis. 
• Must be prescribed by or in consultation with a hepatologist, gastroenterologist, or infectious disease specialist. 
• Documentation showing that patient is drug and alcohol free for the past 12 months 

The concomitant use of Daklinza and strong inducers of CYP3A is contraindicated. 
Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

 
Prescriber Name 
 

Specialist involved in therapy 
 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 
 

Address City State Zip Code 
 

Requested Drug 
 
□ Daklinza 
 
Dosage: 
_____________ 
 

Documented liver fibrosis: 
 
 

Diagnosis for this request: 
 
 
Genotype: 
 
 

Patient is drug and alcohol free for past 12 months:  
 
□ YES    □ NO  *PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION 
 

Does the patient have cirrhosis? 
□ YES    □ NO   

Sofosbuvir dose: 

Has the patient been previously treated for chronic hepatitis C?                   
              □ YES                    □ NO 
 
If yes, please indicate past treatment regimen(s), dates of treatment, and response to therapy: 
 
 
Has patient attested that they will continue treatment without interruption for the duration of therapy?                   
              □ YES                    □ NO 
 
Is the patient taking Daklinza in combination with sofosbuvir?  
              □ YES                    □ NO  
 
If patient is not taking Daklinza in combination with sofosbuvir, give rationale:___________________ 
 
 
Is the patient taking Daklinza in combination with strong inducers of CYP3A? 
              □ YES                    □ NO 
 
Is the patient taking Daklinza in combination with amiodarone? 
              □ YES                    □ NO 
 
Has the patient had a liver transplant? 
              □ YES                    □ NO 

Baseline HCV RNA: 
 
 
HCV RNA 4 weeks after starting 
therapy: 
 
 
Metavir Score: 
 
 
Ishak Score: 
 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 
 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY  

PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 
 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

Date Received Initials:  
 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /                       /        To:                /                /   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 
 

 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Daklinza Authorization Algorithm

Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

NO

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?

Does the 
patient’s liver 
biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding 
to a Metavir 
score ≥ 2?

Does the 
patient’s liver 
biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding 
to a Metavir 
score ≥ 3?

YES YES NO

Is Daklinza 
prescribed by 

or in 
consultation 

with a 
hepatologist, 

gastroenterolog
ist, or infectious 

disease 
specialist?

YES

YES

Has the 
prescriber 
provided 

documentation 
that the patient 
has been drug 
and alcohol 
free for the 
past 12 
months?

YES

Will Daklinza be 
used with any 
strong inducers 

of CYP3A?

YES

Does the patient 
have 

decompensated 
liver cirrhosis?

NO
Has the patient 
had a liver 
transplant?

NO

Will Daklinza be 
coadministered 

with 
amiodarone?

NO

Has the 
prescriber 

given another 
lab score 

demonstrating 
liver fibrosis?

NO

Route for 
clinical review

YES/NO

NO

NO NO YES YES YES

Is an alternative 
viable 

treatment 
option available 
to Daklinza or 
amiodarone?

YES

Does patient 
have a 

diagnosis of 
Hepatitis C, 
genotype 3? 

YES

NO

Will patient 
take Daklinza in 
combination 
with Sovaldi?

NO

Will HCV RNA 
level be taken 
on week 4 and 

sent with 
renewal 
request?

YES

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

NO



At week 4 is 
HCV RNA ≥ 25 

IU/mL?

Has Sovaldi 
been 

discontinued?

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 
Hepatitis C, 
genotype 3?

NO NO
PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for 
clinical review

YES

YES NO



DISPENSE AS WRITTEN 
 PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695  

 
 

North Dakota Medicaid requires that patients receiving a brand name drug, when there is a generic equivalent available, must first try and fail the generic 
product for one of the following reasons. 

 The generic product was not effective (attach MedWatch form)
 There was an adverse reaction with the generic product (attach MedWatch form)
 DAW not allowed for drugs with an authorized generic available.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: DOSAGE: Diagnosis for this request: 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
□ FAILED GENERIC EQUIVALENT(ATTACH FDA MEDWATCH FORM)

Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

ADVERSE REACTION TO GENERIC EQUIVALENT (ATTACH FDA MEDWATCH FORM) 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



  DEXPAK/ZEMAPAK PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for DexPak or Zema-Pak must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must first try and fail with dexamethasone

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ DEXPAK

□ ZEMA-PAK

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy (dose and frequency): 

□ DEXAMETHASONE

Start Date: 

End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient tried and failed 
dexamethasone?

PA may be approved for up 
to 1 month.

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Dexpak Authorization Algorithm



 Diabetic Test Strip Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for diabetic test strips must use Freestyle brand.  
*Note:

• Freestyle test strips do not require a PA.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Patient has an insulin pump

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 07/22/2015



Does patient have an insulin 
pump?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Diabetic Test Strips Authorization Algorithm

YES



Diclegis 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Diclegis must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have diagnosis of nausea and vomiting of pregnancy
 Patient must first try ondansetron
 Requires step therapy. See Diclegis criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Diclegis

Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed Therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of nausea and 
vomiting of 
pregnancy?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Diclegis Authorization Algorithm

Has the prescriber 
provided the 
patient’s due 

date?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐day trial 

of 
metoclopramide?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐day trial 
of meclizine?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 
or hypersensitivity 

to meclizine?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 
or hypersensitivity 

to 
metoclopramide?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐day trial 
of ondansetron?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 
or hypersensitivity 
to ondansetron?

YES

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of hyperemesis 
gravidarum? 

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES

NO

YES/NO

NO

YES

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES

NO

Approve for the 
remainder of 

pregnancy plus 2 
weeks.

YES



       DIFICID PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Dificid must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have diagnosis of Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea (CDAD)
 Patient must be ≥ 18 years of age
 Patient must have been treated per the current guidelines and failed
 Compounded oral vancomycin is covered without prior authorization
 Metronidazole is covered without prior authorization
 Requires step therapy. See Dificid criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ DIFICID

Diagnosis for this 
Request: 

Failed therapy: 

Start Date: 
End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved for up 

to 5 days.
Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Dificid Authorization Algorithm

Is the first 
recurrence for a 
patient whose 

initial episode was 
treated with 

Dificid?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of clostridium 

difficile‐associated 
diarrhea (CDAD)?

YES

Has the patient 
failed a 10‐day 
trial of oral 
vancomycin?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 
or hypersensitivity 

to oral 
vancomycin?

Has the patient 
failed a 5‐day trial 
of metronidazole?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 
or hypersensitivity 
to metronidazole?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES/NO

NO YES



ELAPRASE PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Elaprase must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must have Hunter Syndrome.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State 
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ ELAPRASE

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of Hunter Syndrome?

PA may be approved for up 
to 12 months.

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Elaprase Authorization Algorithm



Epinephrine Auto Injectors 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for epinephrine auto injectors must use Auvi-Q as first line 
therapy. 

 Auvi-Q does not require a prior authorization

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI: Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□  

Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed Therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is this request for Epipen, Epipen 
Jr. or Adrenaclick?

Route for clinical review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Epinephrine Auto Injectors Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient tried and failed 
Auvi‐Q in the last 90 days?

NO

Has the patient tried and failed 
generic epinephrine in the last 

90 days?

YES

YES

YES/NO

NO



        EVZIO 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Evzio must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name and Specialty 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ EVZIO

Diagnosis for this Request: 

1. Is the patient receiving addiction counseling services? □ YES  □ NO
Please provide prescriber information for addiction counseling _____________________________

2. Reasoning behind patient’s inability to take naloxone___________________________________
3. Does the patient have a chronic pain issue where benefit outweighs risk of continuing treatment? □ YES □ NO
4. Has the prescriber submitted the completed Evzio overdose risk assessment form? □ YES □ NO
5. Has the patient had a previously covered dose of Evzio in the last year? □ YES □ NO
6. Was the previous dose taken by the patient?   □ YES □ NO   If not, did the previous dose expire?    □ YES □ NO
7. Does the prescriber attest the patient is taking the opioid as prescribed? □ YES □ NO
8. Has the opioid dose been decreased? □ YES □ NO
9. Reasoning behind the opioid dose not being decreased____________________________________

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient 
had a previously 
covered dose in 
the last year?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Evzio Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 
receiving addiction 

counseling 
services?

Does the 
prescriber attest 
the previously 

covered dose being 
taken by the 
patient?

YES

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
opioid addiction?

List the prescriber 
name, specialty, 

and phone number
NO YES YES

Has the previous 
dose of Evzio 
expired?

Does the 
prescriber attest 
the patient is 

taking the opioid 
as directed?

Has the opioid 
dose been 
decreased?

Has the prescriber 
provided reasoning 
behind the opioid 
dose not being 
decreased?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

opioid 
dependence?

NO

Has the prescriber 
provided reasoning 

behind the 
patient’s inability 
to take naloxone?

Does the patient 
have a chronic pain 

issue where 
benefit outweighs 
risk of continuing 

treatment?

Has the prescriber 
submitted the 
completed Evzio 
overdose risk 

assessment form?

Does the patient 
have a paid claim 
for an opioid in the 

last 30 days?

Route for clinical 
review. May 

approve for up to 1 
week.

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES YES YES

YES/NO

NONO

YES

NO

Route for clinical 
review. May 

approve for up to 1 
week.

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES/NO

NO

YES



Fulyzaq 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Fulyzaq must meet the following criteria: 
*Note:

 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have non-infectious diarrhea.
 Patient must have HIV/AIDS and be taking anti-retroviral therapy.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI: Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Fulyzaq

Diagnosis for this request: 

Anti-retroviral therapy 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /   
/        To:           /                /   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of HIV/AIDS?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Fulyzaq Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient have 
non‐infectious diarrhea?

Deny PA

NO

Is the patient currently 
taking anti‐retroviral 

therapy?

Is the patient 18 years of 
age or older?

YES YES YES YES

NO NO

NO



Giazo 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Giazo must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must be male.
• Patient must be > 18 years of age.
• Patient must have a diagnosis of ulcerative colitis.
• Patient has tried and failed balsalazide 750mg capsules.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Giazo

Diagnosis for this request: 

□ Failed trial of balsalazide 750mg capsules

Dose:

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:              /          /     To:       /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of ulcerative 

colitis?
PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Giazo Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 years of 
age or older?

Deny PA

NO

Is the patient a male?

Has the patient failed a 
1‐month trial of 

balsalazide 750 mg 
capsules?

YES YES YES YES

Does the patient have a 
documented intolerance, 

FDA‐labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 

balsalazide?

NO

YES/NO

NO
NO



             Gilenya Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed Gilenya must follow these guidelines: 
*Note:

 Must have relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis.
 Must have a current electrocardiogram (within 6 months) for patients taking anti-arrhythmics, beta-blockers,

or calcium channel blockers; patients with cardiac risk factors; and patients with a slow/irregular heartbeat.
 Must have a recent CBC (within 6 months).
 Must have an adequate ophthalmologic evaluation at baseline and 3-4 months after treatment initiation.
 Must have recent (within 6 months) transaminase and bilirubin levels before initiation of therapy.
 Will not be approved for use in combination therapy
 Requires step therapy. See Gilenya criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and 
Dosage: 
□ Gilenya

Diagnosis for this 
request: 

Has the patient been 
vaccinated against or have a 
history of varicella zoster 
virus? □ YES   □ NO 

Appt. date for first dose:  

Qualifications for coverage: 
Current electrocardiogram 

Date: 

Current CBC 

Date: 

Ophthalmologic Evaluation 

Date: 

Transaminase/Bilirubin levels 

Date: 
Failed therapy (list all):       Start Date:     End Date: 

  Dose:        Frequency: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /   / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Gilenya Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of relapsing form 

of multiple 
sclerosis?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
Copaxone?

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 

Copaxone?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Aubagio?

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 

Aubagio?

Has the patient 
had an 

electrocardiogra
m within the last 

6 months?

Has the patient 
had a CBC with 
differential in the 
last 6 months?

Has the patient 
had an adequate 
ophthalmologic 
evaluation at 
baseline?

In the last 6 
months, has the 
patient had 

transaminase and 
bilirubin levels 
before initiation 
of therapy?

Has the 
prescriber taken 
VZV antibodies if 
the patient has 

not been 
vaccinated 

against or does 
not have a history 

of VZV?

Has the 
prescriber 

indicated the 
appointment date 

for the first 
administered 

dose?

Has the patient 
had an adequate 
ophthalmologic 
evaluation at 3‐4 
months after 
treatment 
initiation?

PA may be 
approved

NO

YES

NO

YES YES

YES

NO

Has the  patient had 
a trial with 

interferon beta 1 
(Rebif, Avonex, 
Bestaseron, 
Extavia)?

YESNO

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 
interferon beta 1?

NO

YES

NO

YES/NO

NO

Deny PA

YES/NO

YES

NO
YES

YES

YES

YESYES

NO

NO

Deny PA NO

NO

NO

YES



        GLP-1 RECEPTOR AGONISTS 
    PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695  

 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for GLP-1 receptor agonists must meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must have a diagnosis of type 2 diabetes mellitus.
 Patient must fail a trial of metformin, sulfonylurea, combination of metformin/sulfonylurea, or a combination of

metformin and a thiazolidinedione AND a trial of Byetta.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ BYETTA □ TRULICITY

□ BYDUREON □ VICTOZA

□ TANZEUM

Diagnosis: 

Current Hgb A1c: 

Test Date: 

Trial:           Trial: 

Start Date:     Start Date: 

End Date:          End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of Type I Diabetes?

PA may be approved

Has patient failed a 3 month trial 
of metformin, sulfonylurea, 
combination of metformin/

sulfonylurea, or a combination of 
metformin and a 
thiazolidinedione?

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
GLP‐1 Agonists Authorization Algorithm

Is the medication Byetta?YES YES

Is the medication Tanzeum, 
Bydureon, or Victoza?

NO

Has patient failed a 3 month trial 
of Byetta?

YES

YES

Is the medication Trulicity?

NO

Has patient failed a 3 month trial 
of Tanzeum or Victoza?

YES

YES

Route for clinical reviewNO

NO

NO

NO



  GRALISE PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Gralise must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must have a diagnosis of postherpetic neuralgia
• Patient must first try gabapentin

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ GRALISE

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy (dose and frequency): 

□ GABAPENTIN

Start Date: 

End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of postherpetic 

neuralgia?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Gralise Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient failed a 3‐month 
trial of gabapentin?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES

NO



            Growth Hormone PA Form
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving Growth Hormone meet one of the criteria below:  
• Growth Hormone Deficiency in children and adults with a history of hypothalamic pituitary disease
• Short stature associated with chronic renal insufficiency before renal transplantation
• Short stature in patients with Turners Syndrome (TS) or Prader-Willi Syndrome (PWS)
• Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) associated wasting in adults

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 

RECIPIENT NAME: 
RECIPIENT
MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 

Recipient 
Date of birth:          /    / 

PRESCRIBER NAME 
PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (     ) 

City: FAX:  (     ) 

State: Zip:
REQUESTED DRUG: Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Qualifications for coverage: 
Criteria met: Diagnosis Date: Dose: 

Drug: Frequency:

PRESCRIBER (or Staff) / PHARMACY SIGNATURE DATE:

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 

PHARMACY NAME: 
ND MEDICAID 
PROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone: FAX: 

Drug: NDC#: 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:        /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:    /  / To:      /     / 
Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient 
have active 
malignancy?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Growth Hormone Authorization Algorithm

Is the request 
for Serostim?

NO

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 
cachexia or 
HIV with 
wasting?

YES

Is prescriber 
experienced in 
the diagnosis 

and 
management 

of HIV?

YES

Is patient on 
concomitant 
antiretroviral 
therapy?

YES

Has patient 
failed a 3‐

month trial of 
megestrol?

YES
Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

YES

Has lean body 
mass and body 

weight 
increased in 

past 12 weeks?

NO

Has physical 
endurance 
increased in 

past 12 weeks?

YES

Has patient 
completed 48 
weeks of 
continuous 
treatment?

YES NO

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO NO NO NO NO

YES

Is the request 
for Zorbtive?

NO

Does patient 
have a 

diagnosis of 
short bowel 
syndrome?

Is patient 
receiving 
specialized 
nutritional 
support?

Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES YES

NO NO NO

Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

Is patient’s 
GHD 

associated 
with multiple 
hormone 

deficiencies, as 
a result of 
pituitary 
disease, 

hypothalamic 
disease, 
surgery, 
radiation 
therapy or 
trauma?

NO

YES

Is the patient 
less than 18 
years old?

NO

Has patient’s 
growth rate 

increased by at 
least 2 cm/
year in the 
past year?

YES

Has patient 
achieved a 

height of 4'10'’ 
(147cm)?

YES

Has growth 
velocity 

increased at 
least 50% from 
baseline in the 
first year of 
treatment?

NO

If patient is 10 
years old or 
older, has 
patient 
attained 
epiphyseal 
closure or 

bone age of 14 
years for 

females and 16 
years in males 
as determined 

by x‐ray?

YES

Is diagnosis 
growth failure 
associated 
with chronic 

renal 
insufficiency?

NO

Is diagnosis 
growth failure 
due to Prader‐

Willi 
Syndrome?

NO

Has lean body 
mass and 

increased fat 
mass 

decreased in 
the past year?

YES

Has patient 
received a 

renal 
transplant?

PA may be 
approved

NO

Is the request 
for Tev‐
Tropin?

NO

NO

Route for 
clinical review

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO
YES

Route for 
clinical review

YES

NO

NO



Has the patient demonstrated 
positive responses in body 
composition, cardiovascular 
health, bone mineral density, 
serum cholesterol, or physical 

strength in past year?

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?

YES

Is the request 
for Tev‐
Tropin?

YES

Is prescriber an 
endocrinologist 
specialized in the 
treatment of 
adult CHD?

NO

YES

NO

Is the patient’s 
growth 
hormone 
deficiency 
adult onset?

YES

Is patient’s 
GHD 

associated 
with multiple 
hormone 

deficiencies, as 
a result of 
pituitary 
disease, 

hypothalamic 
disease, 
surgery, 
radiation 
therapy or 
trauma?

YES

Has patient 
attained 
epiphyseal 
closure or 

bone age of 14 
years for 

females and 16 
years in males 
as determined 

by x‐ray?

NO

Has patient 
had two GH 
stimulation 
tests by 
insulin, 

levadopa, L‐
arginine, 

propranolol, 
clonidine, or 
glucagon with 
a maximum 
peak of < 

10ng/mL after 
stimulation no 
more than 6 
months apart?

NO

YES

Has patient 
achieved a 

height of 4'10'’ 
(147cm)?

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

Has patient 
had a three 
month 

intermission of 
GH treatment?

YES

YES

Has patient 
had one GH 
stimulation 

test by insulin, 
levadopa, L‐
arginine, 

propranolol, 
clonidine, or 
glucagon with 
a maximum 
peak of <5ng/

mL?

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO NO
Is prescriber a 

pediatric 
endocrinologist or 

pediatric 
nephrologist or is 
prescriber having 

annual 
consultations with 
one about the 

patient?

NO



Is patient’s 
GHD 

associated 
with multiple 
hormone 

deficiencies, as 
a result of 
pituitary 
disease, 

hypothalamic 
disease, 
surgery, 
radiation 
therapy or 
trauma?

PA may be 
approved

YES

Is patient more than 2 
standard deviations 

below the mean height 
for their chronological 

age and gender?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Turner 
Syndrome, Noonan 
Syndrome, or SHOX 

deficiency?

YES

Has patient 
attained 
epiphyseal 
closure or 

bone age of 14 
years for 

females and 16 
years in males 
as determined 

by x‐ray?

YES

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of born small 
for gestational age or 

idiopathic short 
stature?

NO

PA may be 
approved

NO

Route for clinical 
review

YESNO
NO

Route for clinical 
review

YES

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Prader‐
Willi Syndrome?

NO

Is patient severely 
obese, have a history 

of upper airway 
obstruction or sleep 
apnea, or have severe 

respiratory 
impairment?

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO



Route for clinical 
review

Has the patient had a 
renal transplant?

YES
Does patient have a 
diagnosis of chronic 
renal insufficiency?

YES

Does patient have 
inadequate 

endogenous growth 
hormone secretion?

NO

Has patient had two 
GH stimulation tests by 
insulin, levadopa, L‐
arginine, propranolol, 
clonidine, or glucagon 
with a maximum peak 
of < 10ng/mL after 
stimulation no more 
than 6 months apart?

YES

Has patient attained 
epiphyseal closure or 
bone age of 14 years 
for females and 16 
years in males as 

determined by x‐ray?

YES

NO

PA may be 
approved

NO

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO



  Genitourinary Smooth 
  Muscle Relaxants (GSMR) 

 Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed GSMRs must follow these guidelines: 
*Note:

 Patient must have an FDA approved indication for the medication requested.
 Patient must try oxybutynin or oxybutynin ER.
 Requires step therapy. See GSMR criteria for more information.
  

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI: Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Qualifications for coverage: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Enablex □ Detrol LA

□ Toviaz □ Gelnique

□ Myrbetriq □ Gelnique Sachets

□ Oxytrol □ Detrol

□ Sanctura □ Vesicare

□ Sanctura XR

Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed therapy-List all  (Drug and Dose) 

Start Date:        End Date: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of overactive 
bladder (with 

symptoms of urge 
urinary 

incontinence, 
urgency, and 
frequency)?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Genitourinary Smooth Muscle Relaxant Authorization Algorithm

Is the requested 
drug Gelnique?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin ER?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Oxytrol OR 

Vesicare?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Enablex?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to oxybutynin or 
oxybutynin ER?

Is the requested 
drug Vesicare, 

Gelnique Sachets, 
or Oxytrol?

YES YES NO

YES

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin ER?

Has the patient 
tried Gelnique 

Sachets?

Has the 
prescriber 
submitted a 

MedWatch form?

NO

YES

YES

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review.

YES/NO

NO

NO

NO

YES NO

YES

Is the requested 
drug Sanctura 

XR?

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Santura 

IR?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin ER?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Enablex?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Oxytrol, 

Gelnique, 
Gelnique Sachets 
OR Vesicare?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
Myrbetriq?

PA may be approvedYES YES YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review.

NO

NO
NO NO NO

NO



Is the requested 
drug Detrol LA?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Detrol?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Oxytrol, 

Gelnique, 
Gelnique Sachets 
OR Vesicare?

Has the patient 
tried Sanctura 

XR?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Enablex?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
Myrbetriq?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin ER?

PA may be approved
YES

Route for clinical 
review.

NO

YES YES

NO

YES

NO

YES YES

NO

YES

NO

Is the requested 
drug Detrol?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin IR?

YESYES

NO

Is the requested 
drug Sanctura?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin IR?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Detrol?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Toviaz?

PA may be approved

NO

YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review.

NO

NO

Is the requested 
drug Toviaz?

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin IR?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Detrol?

YES
YES YES

NO

NO NO



Is the requested 
drug Enablex?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin ER?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to oxybutynin or 
oxybutynin ER?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Oxytrol?

PA may be approvedYES NO

YES

Route for clinical 
review.

YES/NO
Has the patient 
tried Gelnique 

Sachets?

YES

NO

Is the requested 
drug Myrbetriq?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 

trial of 
oxybutynin ER?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Enablex?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Oxytrol or 

Vesicare?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to oxybutynin or 
oxybutynin ER?

PA may be approvedYES

NO

NO

YES

Route for clinical 
review.

Has the patient 
tried Gelnique 

Sachets?

NO

YES YES

YES

YES/NO

NO

NO

NO



HEREDITARY ANGIOEDEMA 
    PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for an agent used to treat hereditary angioedema must meet 
the following criteria: 

• Patient must have diagnosis of hereditary angioedema confirmed by a specialist

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in therapy: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ BERINERT □ FIRAZYR

□ CINRYZE □ KALBITOR

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of hereditary 

angioedema?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Hereditary Angioedema Agents Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient’s diagnosis been 
confirmed by a specialist?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES

NO



             HARVONI PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Harvoni must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be ≥ 18 years old.
 Must have a diagnosis of chronic hepatitis C (genotypes 1).
 Liver biopsy showing fibrosis corresponding to a Metavir score of greater than or equal to 2 or Ishak score of greater than or equal

to 3 or other accepted test demonstrating liver fibrosis.
 Must be prescribed by or in consultation with a hepatologist, gastroenterologist, or infectious disease specialist.
 Absence of renal impairment (eGFR must be >30mL/min/1.73m2) and absence of end stage renal disease (ESRD).
 Documentation showing that patient is drug and alcohol free for the past 12 months
 The concomitant use of Harvoni and P-gp inducers (rifampin, St. John’s wort), certain anticonvulsants, certain antiretrovirals, and

rosuvastatin is not recommended.
Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug 

□ Harvoni

Dosage: 
_____________ 

Documented liver fibrosis: Diagnosis for this request: 

Genotype: 

Patient is drug and alcohol free for past 12 months: 

□ YES    □ NO  *PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION

Is patient awaiting liver 
transplant? 

eGFR: 

Has the patient been previously treated for chronic hepatitis C?      
□ YES □ NO

If yes, please indicate past treatment regimen(s), dates of treatment, and response to therapy: 

Has patient attested that they will continue treatment without interruption for the duration of therapy?   
□ YES □ NO

Is the patient taking P-gp inducers, anticonvulsants, antiretrovirals, rosuvastatin, or amiodorone? 
□ YES □ NO

Baseline HCV RNA: 

HCV RNA 4 weeks after starting 
therapy: 

Metavir Score: 

Ishak Score: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Harvoni Authorization Algorithm

Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

Does the patient 
have Chronic 
Hepatitis C 

(Genotype 1)?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Has patient 
attested that they 

will continue 
treatment without 
interruption for 
the duration of 

therapy?

Is Harvoni 
prescribed by or in 
consultation with 
a hepatologist, 

gastroenterologist, 
or infectious 

disease specialist?

Does the patient 
have an absence 

of renal 
impairment (eGFR 
must be > 30mL/
min/1.73m2)?

Does the patient 
have an absence 
of end stage renal 
disease (ESRD)?

Has the prescriber 
provided 

documentation 
that the patient 

has been drug and 
alcohol free for 
the past 12 
months?

Will Harvoni be 
used 

concomitantly 
with P‐gp inducers 

(rifampin, St. 
John’s wort), 

certain 
anticonvulsants, 

certain 
antiretrovirals, or 
rosuvastatin?

Will Harvoni be 
coadministered 

with amiodarone?

Is an alternative 
viable treatment 
option available to 
either Harvoni or 
amiodarone?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to a 
Metavir score ≥ 2?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to 
an Ishak score of ≥ 

3?

Is patient awaiting 
a liver transplant?

Has patient tried 
and failed a 

peginterferon alfa 
and ribavirin 
containing 
treatment?

Is the pre‐
treatment HCV 
RNA less than 6 
million IU/mL?

Will HCV RNA level 
be taken on week 
4 and sent with 
renewal request?

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NOYES

NO

YES

NO
NO

NO NO NO NO NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO



NO

At week 4 is HCV 
RNA ≥ 25 IU/mL?

Did patient have 
cirrhosis at 

baseline (Metavir 
score of 4 or Ishak 

score of 6)?

Has patient tried 
and failed a 

peginterferon alfa 
and ribavirin 
treatment?

PA may be 
approved

NO YES YES/NO

Deny PA

YES

Has patient tried 
and failed a 

peginterferon alfa 
and ribavirin 
treatment?

Was the pre‐
treatment HCV 
RNA less than 6 
million IU/mL?

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES



                HEMANGEOL 
                   PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Hemangeol must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be between 5 weeks and 1 year of age. 
 Patient must weigh 2 kg or greater. 
 Patient must not have contraindications as listed below:  asthma or a history of bronchospasm, bradycardia 

(<80 beats per minute), greater than first-degree heart block, decompensated heart failure, blood pressure 
<50/30 mmHg, or pheochromocytoma. 

 Patient must have a diagnosis of proliferating infantile hemangioma requiring systemic therapy. 
 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name 
 
 

Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 
 
 

Prescriber Name 
 
 
Prescriber NPI 
 
 

Telephone Number Fax Number 
 
 

Address 
 
 

City State Zip Code 
 
 

Requested Drug: 
 
□ HEMANGEOL 

Diagnosis: 
 
 
 
Patient’s weight: 
 
 

Does patient have ANY 
contraindications to Hemangeol? 
 
 
 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the   
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

 
 
 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY  

PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 
 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 
 
 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

Date Received Initials:  
 
 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /                       /        To:                /                /   
 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 
 
 

 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Does patient have a 
diagnosis of 

proliferating infantile 
hemangioma requiring 
systemic therapy?

PA may be approved
Is patient between 5 
weeks and 1 year of 

age?
YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Hemangeol Authorization Algorithm

Does patient weigh 2kg 
or greater?

Does patient have any 
contraindications to 

Hemangeol: asthma or 
bronchospasm, 

bradycardia (<80 beats 
per minute), greater 
than first‐degree heart 
block, decompensated 
heart failure, blood 

pressure <50/30 mmHg, 
or pheochromocytoma?

Route for clinical review

NO

NO

YES YES NO

NO YES



            Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) Medication 
   Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a prescription for Intron, Infergen, Pegasys or PegIntron must submit a prior 
authorization form. 
*Note:

 Prior authorization will be granted if the requested product has been approved by the FDA for the indication
listed below.

 Current recommended therapy of chronic HCV infection is the combination of pegylated interferon alfa
(PEGIntron or Pegasys) and ribavirin.

 Victrelis patients must be 18 years of age or older.
 Victrelis will only be approved for 12 weeks for review of HCV-RNA levels and compliance.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Victrelis

Diagnosis for this request: Genotype:    

Ribavirin dose: 

Peg-interferon dose: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
chronic hepatitis C 

genotype 1?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Hepatitis C Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

PA may be 
approved

Is the patient taking 
ribavirin and peg‐

interferon?

Is the requested 
agent Victrelis?

YES YES

NO

Yes YES

NO

NO



 Horizant Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Horizant must follow the following guidelines: 
• Patient must have a diagnosis of Restless Leg Syndrome.
• Patient must have had a trial of gabapentin, pramipexole, or ropinirole.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Horizant

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED THERAPY

START DATE:        DOSE: 
END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of restless leg 

syndrome?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Horizant Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient failed a 30‐day 
trial of gabapentin, pramipexole, 

or ropinirole?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES

NO



       INTERFERONS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for interferon must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of multiple sclerosis.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   FDA approved indication for this request: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient have an FDA 
approved indication?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Interferons Authorization Algorithm



        AGENTS USED TO TREAT 
IDIOPATHIC PULMONARY FIBROSIS 

    PA FORM 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695  

 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for agents used to treat idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis must 
meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have documented diagnosis of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.
 Patient must have a specialist involved in therapy.
 Patient must have forced vital capacity (FVC) ≥ 50% of predicted within prior 60 days.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of 

Birth 
Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in Therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ OFEV

□ ESBRIET

Diagnosis: 

FVC: 

Is patient pregnant? □ YES  □ NO

Is patient of child-bearing potential? □ YES  □ NO

Have LFTs been measured?         □ YES  □ NO

Does patient have moderate to severe liver impairment?      □ YES  □ NO 

Does patient currently smoke?      □ YES  □ NO

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of idiopathic 
pulmonary 
fibrosis?

PA may be 
approved

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?
YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis Agents Authorization Algorithm

Have LFTs been 
measured prior to 

initiation?

Does patient have 
FVC ≥ 50% of 

predicted within 
prior 60 days?

YES YES
Is pulmonologist 

involved in 
therapy?

YES

Does patient have 
moderate (Child 
Pugh B) to severe 
(Child Pugh C) 

liver impairment?

YES
Does patient 

currently smoke?
NO

Is request for 
Ofev?

NO NO

Is patient a 
female of child‐

bearing 
potential?

YES

NO

Is patient using 
reliable forms of 
birth control to 
avoid pregnancy?

YES

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO NO NO YES YES

NO



KALYDECO PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Kalydeco must meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must be 2 years of age or older and have one of the following mutations in the cystic fibrosis
conductance regulator (CFTR) gene: G551D, G1244E, G1349D, G178R, G551S, R117H, S1251N, S1255P,
S549N, or S549R.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ KALYDECO

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of cystic fibrosis?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Kalydeco Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 2 years of age or 
older?

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

Does patient have one of the 
following mutations in the CFTR 
gene: G551D, G1244E, G1349D, 
G178R, G551S, R117H, S1251N, 

S1255P, S549N, or S549R?

YES YES

NO



KAPVAY PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Kapvay must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must first try clonidine

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Presciber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ KAPVAY

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy (dose and frequency): 

□  

Start Date: 

End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Kapvay Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient failed a 1‐month 
trial of clonidine?

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO



KETEK PA FORM 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695

 ND Medicaid will cover Ketek with a diagnosis of community-acquired pneumonia (of mild to moderate severity) due
to Streptococcus pneumoniae for patients 18 years and older.

 ND Medicaid will cover Ketek for patients with an allergy to fluoroquinolones or tetracyclines.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
RECIPIENT NAME: RECIPIENT MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 

Recipient Date of Birth:    /     / 
PRESCRIBER NAME: PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (     ) 

City: FAX:  (     ) 

State: Zip:
REQUESTED DRUG: 
□ KETEK

Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Community acquired pneumonia (of mild to moderate severity) due to Streptococcus pneumoniae, (including multi-drug

resistant isolates, Haemophilus influenzae, Moraxella catarrhalis, Chlamydophila pneumoniae, or Mycoplasma pneumoniae) 
for patients 18 years and older.  

Does the patient have myasthenia gravis? 

Does the patient have any other antibiotic use in the last 3 months? 

□ Please list fluoroquinolone or tetracycline that patient is allergic to:  ___________________________________________

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 

Prescriber Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 

PHARMACY NAME: 
ND MEDICAID 
PROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone:  FAX:

Drug:  NDC#:

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:        /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:    /  / To:      /     / 
Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

community‐
acquired 

pneumonia (of 
mild to moderate 
severity) due to 

Strep. 
pneumoniae?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Ketek Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Does the patient 
have myasthenia 

gravis?
YES YES

Does the patient 
have any other 
antibiotic use in 
the last 3 months

NO YES

Does the patient 
have an allergy to 
fluoroquinolones 
or tetracyclines?

NO

Route for clinical 
review

NO
NO

YES

NO

YES



     KUVAN PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Kuvan must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have hyperphenalaninemia.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and 
Dosage: 
□ KUVAN

PHE level: Diagnosis for this Request: Patient’s weight: 

Has the patient been known to have two null mutations in TRANS?         □ YES □ NO
Are baseline PHE levels attached?         □ YES □ NO
Is patient of child-bearing potential?         □ YES □ NO
Is this a renewal request?        □ YES □ NO
□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved

Route for clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Kuvan Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of 

hyperphenalaninemi?

NO

YES
Is the patient 4 years 

of age or older?

Has the patient been 
known to have two 
null mutations in 

TRANS?

YES YES

NO

Are baseline PHE 
levels attached?

YES

NO
Is the patient female 

of child bearing 
potential?

YES

NO
Are levels above 360 
micromoles per liter?

YES

Are the levels above 
600 micromoles per 

liter?
NO

Does the baseline 
level reflect a patient 

following a PHE 
restricted diet?

YES

YES

NO

Has the patient’s 
weight been 
provided?

YES

Is the requested dose 
≤10 mg/kg?

YES

YES

NO

NO

Is the request for the 
same dose as previous 

trial?

Has the patient’s 
weight been 
provided?

Is the PHE level 
between 60 and 360 
micromoles per liter?

PA may be 
approved

NO

YES YES YES

NO

NO

Has the patient’s 
weight been 
provided?

Are treatment levels 
attached that were 
taken after 1‐month 
of previous trial?

NO
YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO NO

Is the requested dose 
≤10mg/kg?

Is the request for a 
dose increase?

Has the patient’s 
blood PHE achieved a 
30% reduction from 
baseline after a 
month trial?

Is the PHE level 
greater than 360 

micromoles per liter?

PA may be 
approved

Is the requested dose 
≤20mg/kg?

Is this request for a 
dose increase?

Has the patient had a 
1‐month trial at 

10mg/kg?

Has the patient’s 
blood PHE achieved a 
30% reduction from 
baseline after a 
month trial?

Is the PHE level 
greater than 360 

micromoles per liter?

Is the patient 
continuing to follow a 
PHE restricted diet?

YES

YES YES YES YES

NO

YES YES YES YES YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

NO

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

NO



            LEMTRADA PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Lemtrada must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of multiple sclerosis.
 Requires step therapy. See Lemtrada criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy (if not treating physician) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ LEMTRADA

  FDA approved indication for this request: 

 Has patient experienced a reduction in relapse rate? (renewal requests) □ YES □ NO
 Is the patient experiencing early aggressive disease? (>=2 relapses in the       □ YES □ NO

year and >= 1 Cadolinium (Cd)+ lesion)?
 Does the patient have VZV antibodies/vaccination or history of varicella? □ YES □ NO
 Does the patient have appropriate SCr levels? □ YES □ NO
 Does the patient have appropriate urinalysis with urine cell counts? □ YES □ NO
 Has the patient had thyroid function tests? □ YES □ NO
 Has the patient had a TB test? □ YES □ NO
 List all failed medications: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Lemtrada Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient 
had a reduction 
in relapse rate?

Does the patient 
have VZV 

antibodies, VZV 
vaccination, or a 

history of 
varicella?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of multiple 
sclerosis?

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
Copaxone?

Has the  patient 
had a trial with 
interferon beta 1 
(Rebif, Avonex, 
Bestaseron, 
Extavia)?

Is the patient 
experiencing 

early aggressive 
disease? (>=2 
relapses in the 
year and >= 1 

Cadolinium (Cd)+ 
lesion)? 

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Aubagio?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Tecfidera?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Tecfidera?

YES

YES

NO

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Copaxone and 
interferon beta 1 
(Rebif, Avonex, 
Betaseron, 
Extavia)??

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Aubagio?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Gilenya?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Gilenya?

NO

YES

YES/NO

NO

YES

NO

Deny PA

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

Does the patient 
have appropriate 

SCr levels?

Does the patient 
have appropriate 
urinalysis with 

urine cell counts?

Has the patient 
had thyroid 

function tests?

Has the patient 
had a TB test?

YES

YES YES YES YES

NO NO NO NO

Has the patient 
tried and failed 

Tysabri?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Tysabri?

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES



  LORZONE PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Lorzone must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must first try chlorzoxazone

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ LORZONE

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy (dose and frequency): 

□ CHLORZOXAZONE

Start Date: 

End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a 2‐week 
trial of chlorzoxazone?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Lorzone Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

YES



            LUZU 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Luzu must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have documented history of failure of two topical antifungal agents (clotrimazole, econazole)

and two oral antifungal agents (terbinafine, fluconazole, itraconazole).

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ LUZU

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Start Date:         End Date:  
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of interdigital tinea 
pedis caused by the organisms 

Trichophyton rubrum and 
Epidermophyton floccosum?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Luzu Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 years of age or 
older?

Has the patient failed a 4‐week 
trial of clotrimazole and 

econazole?

Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of interdigital tinea 
pedis, tinea cruris, and tinea 

corporis caused by the 
organisms Trichophyton rubrum 
and Epidermophyton floccosum?

NO

YES YES ≥2

Is the patient 18 years of age or 
older?

Has the patient failed a 2‐week 
trial of clotrimazole and 

econazole?
PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

NO

YES YES ≥2

NO

NO



      MEDICATIONS > $3,000 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for medications that cost >$3,000 must meet the following 
criteria: 

 Patient must have an FDA approved indication for the medication requested.
 May be subject to additional criteria. See PA criteria for complete details.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ PROCYSBI
□ RAVICTI
□ CHOLBAM
□ JUXTAPID
□ KYNAMRO
□ ARCALYST
□ NATPARA
□ QUTENZA

  FDA approved indication for this request: 

Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME (REQUIRED) ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER (REQUIRED) 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # (REQUIRED) 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Is the request for 
Procysbi?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Medications > $3,000 Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of 
nephropathic 
cystinosis?

Has the patient failed a 
4‐month trial of 

Cystagon?

Is patient 6 years of 
age or older?

YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO NO

Is the request for 
Ravicti?

Is patient unable to be 
managed by dietary 
protein restriction?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of urea cycle 

disorder (UCD)?

Is patient 2 years of 
age or older?

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO NO

YES

Is the request for 
Cholbam?

NO

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of bile acid 
synthesis disorders due 
to a single enzyme 

defect (SED)?

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of 

peroxisomal disorders 
including Zellweger 
Spectrum Disorders?

Is a hepatologist or 
gastroenterologist 
involved in therapy?

YES NO YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

Is the request for 
Juxtapid or Kynamro?

NO

YES

NO NO

Has patient had a 
genetic confirmation of 
two mutant alleles at 
the LDLR, APOB, PCSK9, 

or LDLRAP1 gene 
locus?

Does patient have an 
untreated LDL and 

total cholesterol level 
>500 mg/dl or >300 
mg/dl with cutaneous 
or tendon xanthoma 

before 10 years of age?

Does patient have LDL 
levels of > 130 mg/dl  a 
90 day trial with at 

least Crestor 20mg or 
Atorvastatin 40mg 

combined with another 
lipid lowering agent?

Does patient have an 
untreated elevated LDL 
level consistent with 
heterozygous FH in 

both parents?

Is the patient 18 years 
of age or older?

YES YES

NO

YES
YES

NO NO YES

NO

NO

YES

Is the request for 
Arcalyst?

Is diagnosis Cryopyrin‐
Associated Periodic 
Syndromes (CAPS), 

including Familial Cold 
Auto‐inflammatory 
Syndrome (FCAS) and 

Muckle‐Wells 
Syndrome (MWS)

Is patient 12 years of 
age or older?

YES YES
PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

YES



Is the request for 
Natpara?

Is the patient 18 years 
of age or older?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of 

hypoparathyroidism?

Is patient receiving 
maximum tolerated 
supplementation with 
calcium and vitamin D 

and still not well 
controlled?

Is an endocrinologist 
involved in therapy?

Are vitamin D stores 
sufficient and 

corrected calcium level 
above 7.5mg/dL?

YES YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO
NO

NO NO

Is the request for 
Qutenza?

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of 

neuropathic pain 
associated with 
postherpetic 
neuralgia?

Has the patient had a 
30 day trial of 
gabapentin, 
amitriptyline, 

duloxetine, lidoderm 
patch, lyrica, AND 

Nucynta?

Is the patient’s pain 
localized?

Is a pain specialist 
involved in therapy?

NO

YES

NO

YES YES

NO NO

YES

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

Is the request for 
Orkambi?

Is the patient 12 years 
of age or older?

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of cystic 

fibrosis?

Is the patient known to 
be homozygous for the 
F508del mutation in 
the CFTR gene?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES YES

NO

Route for clinical 
review

NO
NO

NO

Is the request for 
Vimizim?

Is the patient 5 years of 
age or older?

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of 

Mucopolysaccharidosis 
type IVA (MPS IVA; 

Morquio A syndrome)?

YES

NO
NO

YES YES

Is the request 
for 

Promacta?

Does the 
patient have 

chronic 
immune 

(idiopathic) 
thrombo‐
cytopenia?

Is patient 6 
years of age 
or older?

Has patient 
had 

insufficient 
response to 
cortico‐
steroids, 
immuno‐

globulins, or 
splenectomy?

Is patient at 
increased risk 
of bleeding 
due to 

degree of 
thrombo‐
cytopenia 
and clinical 
condition?

Does patient 
have 

hepatitis C 
infection 
currently 

treated or to 
be treated 

with 
interferon 
based 

therapy?

Does degree 
of thrombo‐
cytopenia 
prevent 

initiation or 
ability to 
maintain 
interferon‐

based 
therapy?

Does 
patient 
have a 

diagnosis 
of severe 
aplastic 
anemia?

PA may be 
approved

Has 
patient 
had an 

insufficient 
response 

to 
immuno‐
suppresive 
therapy?

YES YES YES YES YES YES

YES

YES YES

Route for 
clinical 
review

NO

NO NO NO
NO

NO NO NO



Is the request for 
Phenoxybenzamine?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of 

pheochromocytoma?

Does patient have 
hypertension and 
sweating caused by 
pheochromocytoma?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

Is the request for 
Miacalcin?

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of Paget’s Disease 

of the bone?

Does patient have 
moderate to severe 
disease characterized 

by polyostotic 
involvement with 
elevated serum 

alkaline phosphatase 
and urinary 

hydroxproline 
excretion?

Does the patient 
have 

hypercalcemia?

Has patient had a 
30 day trial of 

Fortical?

Is patient greater 
than 5 years 

postmenopause?

Does the patient 
have 

postmenopausal 
osteoporosis?

YES YES

NO

NO YES YES

YES

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO
NO

NO

Is the request for 
Cartaglu?

Does patient have 
Hyperammoniemia, 

type III (due to 
defiency of the 

hepatic enzyme N‐
acetylglutamate 
synthase (NAGS))?

PA may be 
approved

NO

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

Is the request for 
Tetrabenazine?

NO

Does patient have 
chorea associated 
with Huntington’s 

disease?

Is patient taking 
reserpine or a 

monoamine oxidase 
inhibitor (MAOI)?

Does patient have 
hepatic impairment?

NO

YES YES NO
PA may be 
approved

NO

NO

YES YES



 METOZOLV ODT PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Metozolv must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must try metoclopramide.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ METOZOLV

    Diagnosis for this request: 

□ FAILED METOCLOPRAMIDE THERAPY START DATE END DATE DOSE 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result
in the successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /                       /       To: / /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a trial of 
metoclopromide?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Metozolv Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

YES



MIFEPREX 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Mifeprex must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication for the medication requested.
 Prescriber must provide signed written statement. See criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   FDA approved indication for this request: 

 Is the patient terminating a pregnancy before 49 days of pregnancy?  □ YES   □ NO

 Is the pregnancy resulting from an act of rape or incest?  □ YES  □ NO  If yes, fill out section 1. If no, fill out section 2:
Section 1: 

 Has the appropriate law enforcement agency been notified, or agency authorized to receive child abuse and neglect reports? □ YES □ NO 
If yes, has the provider provided a signed written statement indicating that the rape or act of incest has been reported and to whom the report was made? 
If no, has the provider provided signed written verification that in the provider’s professional judgment, the woman’s pregnancy resulted from rape or incest?
□ YES   □ NO
Has the provider provided a written statement signed by the recipient that her current pregnancy resulted from an act of rape or incest? □ YES  □ NO   

Section 2: 

 Does the woman suffer from a physical disorder that would place the woman in danger of death unless abortion is performed? □ YES  □ NO

 Has the treating provider provided a signed written statement that, in the provider’s professional judgment, the life of a woman would be endangered if the
fetus were carried to term? □ YES   □ NO

 Does the statement contain the reasons why the physician believes the life of the woman would be in danger if the fetus were carried to term? □ YES   □ NO

Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Mifeprex Authorization Algorithm

Route for clinical 
review

Is the patient 
terminating a 

pregnancy before 49 
days of pregnancy?

Does the woman suffer from 
a physical disorder, physical 
injury, or physical illness, 

including a life‐endangering 
physical condition caused by 

or arising from the 
pregnancy itself, that would, 
as certified by a provider, 
place the woman in danger 
of death unless an abortion 

is performed?

Has the treating provider 
provided a signed written 
statement that, in the 
provider’s professional 
judgment, the life of a 
woman would be 

endangered if the fetus were 
carried to term?

Does the statement 
contain the reasons 
why the physician 
believes the life of 
the woman would 
be in danger if the 
fetus were carried 

to term?

Has the act of rape or 
incest been reported to 
the appropriate law 
enforcement agency, 
or in the case of a 

minor who is a victim 
of incest, to an agency 
authorized to receive 
child abuse and neglect 

reports?

Is the pregnancy 
resulting from an act of 

rape or incest?

Has the provider 
provided signed 

written verification 
that in the provider’s 
professional judgment, 

the woman’s 
pregnancy resulted 
from rape or incest? 

Has the provider 
provided a written 
statement signed by 
the recipient that her 
current pregnancy 

resulted from an act of 
rape or incest?

Has the provider 
provided a signed 
written statement 

indicating that the rape 
or act of incest has 

been reported and to 
whom the report was 

made?

YES

NO YES PA may be approved YES

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES NO YES YES

YES

NO

NO
NO NO

Is the request for 
Mifeprex?

YES



      MOXATAG PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Moxatag must submit documentation of allergies or show 
a history of intolerable side effects to the inactive ingredients in regular-release amoxicillin. 

• Regular-release amoxicillin does not require a prior authorization.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

REQUESTED DRUG : 

□ MOXATAG

  Dosage 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Allergic/intolerable side effects to inactive ingredients of
regular-release amoxicillin. 

Name of inactive ingredient: 

_______________________________________________ 

Diagnosis for this request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the prescriber submitted 
documentation of allergies or 
shown a history of intolerable 
side effects to the inactive 

ingredients in regular‐release 
amoxicillin?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Moxatag Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

YES



             NARCOTICS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a narcotic must meet the following criteria: 

 Documented failure of a 30-day trial of a generic narcotic.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

FAILED THERAPY START DATE END DATE DOSE FREQUENCY 

Prescriber (or State) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/15/2015

Diagnosis:

• Requires step therapy. See narcotic criteria for more information.

Does the patient have cancer pain?

Has patient required daily use of opioids for at 
least 90 days?



Is the request 
for Subsys, 
Fentora, or 
Lazanda?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Narcotics Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Does the 
patient have 
cancer pain?

Has patient been on 
around the clock opioid 
therapy (60mg oral 

morphine daily, 25 mcg 
transdermal fentanyl/hour, 
30mg oxycodone daily,  8 
mg of oral hydromorphone 
daily or eqaianalgesic dose 
of another opioid daily for 

a week or longer?

PA may be 
approved

Is the request 
for Actiq or 
Abstral?

Route for 
clinical review

Yes Yes YES YES

NO

NO NO

Is the patient 16 
years of age or 

older?

Does the 
patient have 
cancer pain?

YES

NO

YES YES

NO

Has patient been on 
around the clock opioid 
therapy (60mg oral 

morphine daily, 25 mcg 
transdermal fentanyl/hour, 
30mg oxycodone daily,  8 
mg of oral hydromorphone 
daily or eqaianalgesic dose 
of another opioid daily for 

a week or longer?

NO

YES

Is the request 
for Hysingla, 
Zohydro, 

Embeda, or 
Butrans?

Has patient 
required around 
the clock pain 

relief for at least 
90 days?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER 
AND fentanyl 

patch?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
oxycodone ER 

AND 
oxymorphone 

ER?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YES

NO

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO NO

YES

Is the request 
for 

hydromorphone 
ER or Exalgo?

PA may be 
approved

Has patient been on 
around the clock opioid 
therapy (60mg oral 

morphine daily, 25 mcg 
transdermal fentanyl/hour, 
30mg oxycodone daily,  8 
mg of oral hydromorphone 
daily or eqaianalgesic dose 
of another opioid daily for 

a week or longer?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER 
AND fentanyl 

patch?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
oxycodone ER 

AND 
oxymorphone 

ER?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YES

NO

YES YES YES YES

NO

NO NO

NO

NO



Is the request 
for Nucynta ER?

NO

Has patient 
required daily 
use of opioids 
for at least 90 

days?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

Is the request 
for Opana?

Has patient 
required daily 
use of opioids 
for at least 90 

days?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER 
AND fentanyl 

patch?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
oxycodone ER 

AND 
oxymorphone 

ER?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
hydromorphone

ER, Exalgo, 
Hysingla, OR 
Zohydro?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES YES YES YES

NO

Is the request 
for other long‐
acting opioids 
not listed?

Has patient 
required daily 
use of opioids 
for at least 90 

days?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
morphine ER?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YESYES YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO NO

Is the request 
for Nucynta?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Is the patient 
unable to titrate 
to a tolerable 
dose of other 
opioids due to 
GI issues?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached?

YES YES YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

Is the patient 
unable to 
tolerate 

effective doses 
of other opioids 

due to GI 
issues?

YES

NO

Is the patient 
unable to 
tolerate 

effective doses 
of other opioids 
due to GI issues.

YES

NO

YES

Is the request 
for morphine ER 

capsules?

Does patient 
have difficulty 
swallowing?

Does patient 
have a feeding 

tube?

Does patient 
have a 

gastronomy 
tube?

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 
attached? 

Is the patient 
unable to ingest 
a solid dosage 

form?

Has the 
prescriber 
included 

documentation 
of patient’s 
inability to 

swallow a solid 
dosage form?

YES YES YES YES YES

NO

YES YES
Route for 

clinical review

NO

NO

NO

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO



NO

Is the request 
for Oxycodone 

IR?

Does the 
patient have 
chronic pain?

Is patient on a 
long‐acting 
narcotic?

Is the patient's 
total daily 
opioid dose 
greater than 
150 Morphine 
Equivalent Dose 
(MED) or 100 

mg of 
oxycodone per 
day? Opioid 
Dose MED 
Calculator: 
http://

agencymeddirec
tors.wa.gov/
mobile.html

Are 3 months of 
PDMP reports 

attached

Route for 
clinical review

YES YES

NO

NO NO

Is request for 
15mg tablet?

Is request for 
20mg tablet?

Is request for 
30mg tablet?

Is the patient's 
total daily 
opioid dose 
greater than 
200 Morphine 
Equivalent Dose 
(MED) or 130 

mg of 
oxycodone per 
day? Opioid 
Dose MED 
Calculator: 
http://

agencymeddirec
tors.wa.gov/
mobile.html

Is the patient's 
total daily 
opioid dose 
greater than 
300 Morphine 
Equivalent Dose 
(MED) or 200 

mg of 
oxycodone per 
day? Opioid 
Dose MED 
Calculator: 
http://

agencymeddirec
tors.wa.gov/
mobile.html

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO NO NO

YES

YES

PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO



    Narcotics/APAP 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for narcotics containing acetaminophen doses greater than 
325mg must use hydrocodone/acetaminophen 5/325-10/325 or oxycodone acetaminophen 5/325-10/325. 

• FDA is requesting that drug manufacturers limit the amount of acetaminophen in prescription drug products
to 325mg per dosage unit. 

• Higher-dose formulations of hydrocodone/acetaminophen and oxycodone/acetaminophen should be phased
out by 2014. 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED THERAPY

START DATE:        DOSE: 
END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:       /     / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the requested agent for a dose 
greater than 5/325 or 10/325?

Deny PA

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Narcotics/APAP Authorization Algorithm



Smoking Cessation Program 
NDQuits 

1-800-QUIT-NOW 

 
 
 

North Dakota Medicaid has joined forces with the Department of Health to provide free, confidential, telephone-
based cessation coaching to recipients interested in quitting tobacco.  Beginning November 15, 2008, in order to 
receive smoking cessation products (patches, gum, lozenges, bupropion, or Chantix®), Medicaid recipients must be 
signed up with NDQuits (1-800-QUIT-NOW or 1-800-784-8669).  Once a recipient is enrolled in coaching, they 
will work with their coach to determine which medications they wish to use.  The complete process is described 
below: 

1. Patient calls NDQuits and enrolls in coaching.
2. Coaches guide patient through quitting process.
3. Individualized treatment plan developed.
4. If medications are used, the patient will receive an enrollment letter which will include the NDQuit’s

standing orders for the specific medication(s).
5. The HID Prior Authorization form will be included with the letter
6. The client must contact their physician and obtain the prescription.
7. The patient, physician or pharmacy must fax the Prior Authorization form and enrollment letter to HID.
8. Patient takes prescription to pharmacy.
9. Pharmacy fills prescription and the claim is paid.

Patients will be limited to a 90 day supply of therapy for patches, gum, lozenges, and bupropion, every two years.  
Combination therapy with these medications is allowed. 

Chantix is limited to the initial 12 weeks of therapy with an additional 12 weeks (24 consecutive weeks) allowed if 
the patient has continuously quit for a minimum of one month (since day 56 of therapy).  The Chantix regimen will 
be allowed once every two years.   

Prior authorizations will be entered based upon the recipient’s Quit Date.  This means that the approval date range 
will be sufficient to allow recipients to pick up medications at least one week prior to their Quit Date.  Compliance 
will be an important aspect of the patient’s success. 

Please contact Health Information Designs, Inc. at (334) 502-3262 or toll free at 1-800-225-6998, with questions 
regarding the smoking cessation prior authorization process. 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



 Nexiclon Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Nexiclon must try and fail clonidine.  
*Note:

• Clonidine does not require PA

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Nexiclon

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED CLONIDINE THERAPY

START DATE:        DOSE: 
END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a trial of 
clonidine?

Deny PA

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Nexiclon Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

YES



Nitroglycerin Lingual Spray  
Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Nitrolingual Spray must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must first try sublingual tablets

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Nitroglycerin Lingual Spray

Diagnosis for this request: 

Failed Therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient tried sublingual 
tablets?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Nitroglycerin Lingual Spray Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved
Is the patient taking long term 
preventative medication? 

YES

NO

YES



  NORTHERA 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Northera must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must have an FDA approved indication.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State 
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ NORTHERA

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of orthostatic 

dizziness, lightheadedness, or 
the ‘feeling that you are about to 
black out’ with symptomatic 

neurogenic orthostatic 
hypotension caused by primary 
autonomic failure (Parkinson’s 

disease, multiple system 
atrophy, and pure autonomic 

failure), dopamine beta‐
hydroxylase deficiency, and non‐
diabetic autonomic neuropathy.

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Northera Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approvedYES



         NOXAFIL 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Noxafil must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Patient must have documented history of failure of two agents (itraconazole, fluconazole) to receive Noxafil

suspension for oropharyngeal candidiasis.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ NOXAFIL TABLET      □ NOXAFIL SUSPENSION

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy for Oropharyngeal Candidiasis (suspension only): 
1. 

2. 

Start Date:         End Date: 
1. 

2. 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is medication being used for 
prophylaxis of invasive 
Aspergillus and Candida 

infections or Oropharyngeal 
Candidiasis?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Noxafil Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved

Does patient have documented 
history of failure to itraconazole 
AND fluconazole in the last 30 

days?

YES

NO

YES



 NSAID/COX-II PA FORM Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients using NSAIDs or COX-II drugs must use a generic NSAID first line.   
*Note: The PA will be approved if one of the following criteria is met:

 Failed two trials of prescribed oral NSAIDs to receive brand name oral NSAIDs
 Failed trial of Voltaren gel to receive brand name topical NSAIDs for inflammation
 Recipient is on warfarin or corticosteroid therapy
 Recipient has history of gastric or duodenal ulcer or has comorbidities of GI bleed, perforation or obstruction
 Recipient has history of endoscopically documented NSAID induced gastritis with GI bleed
 Solaraze will be covered for patients with a diagnosis of actinic keratoses

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Celebrex

□ Other _________________

  Diagnosis for this request: 
□ Warfarin/Corticosteroid therapy      □   GI bleed, perforation or

   obstruction   
□ Gastric or duodenal ulcer □ Endoscopically documented

   NSAID gastritis with GI Bleed 
□ Actinic keratoses (Solaraze)

Qualifications for coverage: 
Does patient have arthritis requiring long-term high dosage of NSAIDS?       □ YES    □NO
Is patient at high risk for mucosal injury?    □ YES    □NO
Is the patient taking aspirin at any dose?    □ YES    □NO
Is patient at risk of cardiovascular disease?         □ YES    □NO
Will prescriber continue to weigh GI benefits against CV risks and discontinue COX-II as soon as possible?       □ YES    □NO 
□ Failed NSAID therapy Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

□ Failed NSAID therapy Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/29/2015



Is the request for 
Solaraze?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services 
NSAID/COX‐II Authorization Algorithm

Is this a request for 
Flector or Pennsaid?

Is this a request for 
initial coverage?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of actinic 

keratosis?

Has the patient failed 
a 1‐month trial of 
Voltaren gel?

Is the patient taking 
aspirin at any dose?

Is patient at risk of 
cardiovascular 

disease?

Will prescriber 
continue to weigh GI 
benefits against CV 
risks and discontinue 
COX‐II inhibitors as 
soon as possible?

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

Route for clinical 
review

YES

YES

NO

Does patient have 
arthritis requiring 

long‐term high dose 
NSAIDS?

Has patient failed a 
traditional NSAID 

(diclofenac, ibuprofen, 
or naproxen)?

Is the patient on 
warfarin or 

corticosteroid 
therapy?

Does the patient have 
a history of gastric or 
duodenal ulcer or has 
comorbidities of GI 
bleed, perforation or 

obstruction?

Does the patient have 
a history of 

endoscopically 
documented NSAID 
induced gastritis with 

GI bleed?

YES YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

Route for clinical 
review

Is patient at high risk 
for mucosal injury?

Has patient failed a 14 
day trial of 
meloxicam?

Is patient taking 
aspirin at any dose?

Is patient at risk of 
cardiovascular 

disease?

Will prescriber 
continue to weigh GI 
benefits against CV 
risks and discontinue 
COX‐II inhibitors as 
soon as possible?

PA may be 
approved

NO YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

NOYES

NO

YES

Is this a request for 
celecoxib?

NO YES

NONO

YES

NO

YES



Is the request for 
Ponstel?

Does patient have 
diagnosis of 

dysmenorrhea?

Has patient failed a 1‐
month trial of 3 

different generic oral 
NSAIDs?

PA may be 
approved

YES

YES

YES

Is the request for 
Naprelan?

NO

YES

Is the request for 
Sprix?

NO

Is patient 18 years of 
age or older?

Does the patient have 
a history of gastric or 
duodenal ulcer or has 
comorbidities of GI 
bleed, perforation or 

obstruction?

Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of post‐
operative nausea and 

vomiting?

Is the patient unable 
to tolerate oral 
medications?

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

YES

NO

NO

Is the request for 
Arthrotec?

Is the request for 
Vimovo?

Is the request for 
Duexis?

Is the request for 
meloxicam oral 

solution?

Is the request for 
Voltaren gel?

Is the patient at high 
risk of developing 

NSAID induced gastric 
and duodenal ulcers?

Is the patient 
pregnant?

Has the patient failed 
a 1‐month trial with 

meloxicam?

Has the patient had a 
1‐month trial with a 
generic NSAID+PPI?

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

Route for 
clinical 
review

YES

NO

NO

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

Has the patient failed 
a 1‐month trial of 
esomeprazole + 

naproxen?

Is patient stable on 
combination product?

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

Has the patient failed 
a 1‐month trial of 
famotidine + 
ibuprofen?

YES

YES

NO

Is the patient unable 
to ingest solid dosage 

form?

Has the prescriber 
included 

documentation of 
their inability to ingest 
solid dosage form?

YES

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

NO

Has patient failed a 1‐
month trial of 2 

different generic oral 
NSAIDs?

NO
PA may be 
approved

YES

Has patient failed a 1‐
month trial of a 

generic oral NSAID?

YES

Is the patient unable 
to ingest solid dosage 

form?
NO

Has the prescriber 
included 

documentation of 
their inability to ingest 
solid dosage form?

PA may be 
approved

YESYES

YES

Route for 
clinical 
review

NO



              Nuedexta Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Nuedexta must have a diagnosis of amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) or multiple sclerosis (MS) and exhibit signs of pseudobulbar affect.   
*Note:

 Nuedexta is indicated for the treatment of pseudobulbar affect (PBA).
 Nuedexta has not been shown to be safe or effective in other types of emotional lability that can commonly

occur, for example, in Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.
 Nuedexta is contraindicated in patients with a prolonged QT interval, heart failure, or complete

atrioventricular (AV) block.
Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Nuedexta

  Diagnosis for this request (must check at least 2): 

□ PBA  Include baseline PBA episode count_______
If request is a renewal, include current PBA episode count______ 

□ ALS □ MS
List all failed medications: 

Is the Center for Neurological Studies liability baseline attached? (CNS-LS)       □ YES   □ NO
If request is a renewal, is the CNS-LS current attached?        □ YES   □ NO
Does the patient have a prolonged QT interval, heart failure, or complete atrioventricular (AV) block?         □ YES   □ NO

What is the neurologic condition causing PBA? __________________________ 
Is TBI due to penetrating head injury?        □ YES   □ NO
Has the neurologic condition been stable for at least 3 months?         □ YES   □ NO
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:     /      / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Nuedexta Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Is the Center for 
Neurological 
Studies lability 

baseline attached? 
(CNS‐LS)

Is the patient’s 
weekly baseline 

PBA episode count 
included?

Does the patient 
have a prolonged 
QT interval, heart 

failure, or 
complete 

atrioventricular 
(AV) block?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

pseudobulbar 
affect (PBA)?

YES YES YES YES NO

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO YES

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

ALS or MS?
YES

NO

YES

What Is neurologic 
condition causing 

PBA?
NO

Is TBI due to 
penetrating head 

injury?
TBI

Has the neurologic 
condition been 
stable for at least 

3 months?

Stroke/Alzheimers

NO

Route for clinical 
review

None given

YES

NO

Has the patient  
failed a 3‐month 
trial of sertraline, 

fluoxetine 
citalopram, or 
paroxetine?

Has the patient  
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
nortriptyline or 
amitriptyline?

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

Has the benefit of 
renewal criteria 
been assessed?

Has the baseline 
and current PBA 
episode count 
been included?

Has the PBA 
episode count 

decreased at least 
75% from 
baseline?

Is the Center for 
Neurological 
Studies lability 
baseline and 

current attached? 
(CNS‐LS)

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO NO

Has the score 
decreased by at 
least 7 points?

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

Is the PBA episode 
count included?

NO

Did the PBA 
episode count 
decrease by less 
than 75% from 

baseline?

YES
What was the 
CNS‐LS score 

before each trial?

What was the 
CNS‐LS score after 

each trial?

Did the CNS‐LS 
score decrease by 
less than 7 points?

YES

YES

NO



             Orally Disintegrating Tablets (ODT)   
      Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed an orally disintegrating tablet must first try a more cost-effective 
dosage form. 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Unable to Swallow

□ Medication Failed    Start Date:     Dose: 

  ________________________________      End Date:       Frequency: 
Physician (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient tried a more 
cost‐effective dosage form in the 

last 30 days?

Route for clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
ODT Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved
Does the patient have an 

inability to swallow capsules?
NO

NO

YES

YES



  OLYSIO PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Olysio must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must be ≥ 18 years old.
• Must have a diagnosis of chronic hepatitis C, genotype 1, with compensated liver disease.
• Liver biopsy showing fibrosis corresponding to a Metavir score of greater than or equal to 2 or Ishak score of greater than or equal

to 3 or other accepted test demonstrating liver fibrosis.
• Must be prescribed by or in consultation with a hepatologist, gastroenterologist, or infectious disease specialist.
• Must be used in combination with pegylated interferon and ribavirin. (must not be used as monotherapy)
• Female patients must have a negative pregnancy test within 30 days prior to initiation of therapy and monthly during treatment.
• Documentation showing that patient is drug and alcohol free for the past 12 months
• Alternative therapy should be considered for patients infected with HCV genotype 1a containing the Q80K polymorphism.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug 

□ Olysio

Dosage 

_____________ 

Documented liver fibrosis Diagnosis for this request 

Genotype 

Patient is drug and alcohol free for past 12 months 

□ YES    □ NO

Presence of Q80K 
polymorphism? 

□ YES      □ NO

Pegylated interferon dose 

Ribavirin dose 

Negative pregnancy test in the past 30 days 

□ YES    □ NO

Has the patient been previously treated for chronic hepatitis C?        
□ YES □ NO

If yes, please indicate past treatment regimen(s), dates of treatment, and response to 
therapy: 

Baseline HCV RNA: 

HCV RNA 4 weeks after starting therapy: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received: Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:      From:              /          /      To:                /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



Is request for initial 
coverage?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Olysio Authorization Algorithm

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Chronic 

Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1)?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Has patient attested 
that they will 

continue treatment 
without interruption 
for the duration of 
therapy and that 

they understand the 
risks of pregnancy 
while on treatment?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to a 
Metavir score ≥2?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to an 
Ishak score ≥3?

Is Olysio prescribed 
by or in consultation 
with a hepatologist, 
gastroenterologist, 
or infectious disease 

specialist?

Will Olysio be used 
in conjunction with 
pegylated interferon 

and ribavirin?

Does patient have 
moderate or severe 
hepatic impairment 
(Child Pugh Class B 

or C)?

Will patient be using 
any moderate to 
strong CYP3A 
inducers or 
inhibitors?

Has the prescriber 
provided 

documentation that 
the patient has been 
drug and alcohol 

free for the past 12 
months?

Has patient 
previously failed 
therapy with a 

treatment regimen 
that included HCV 
protease inhibitor?

Is the patient a 
female?

Has the patient had 
a negative 

pregnancy test in 
the last 30 days?

Will the patient 
receive pregnancy 
tests monthly during 

treatment?

Does the patient 
have HCV genotype 
1a containing the 

Q80K 
polymorphism?

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

Has the prescriber 
given another lab 

score demonstrating 
fibrosis?

YES

NO

YES/NO

YES

NO

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YESYES

Route for clinical 
review NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO



At week 4 is HCV 
RNA ≥25 IU/mL?

Route for clinical 
review

YES

NO
Is patient taking 

pegylated interferon 
and ribavirin?

NO

Does patient have 
liver 

decompensation or 
failure?

YES

YES

Does patient have 
bilirubin level 
increases 

accompanied by 
liver transaminase 

increases?

NO PA may be approvedNO

YES



Onmel 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Onmel must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must receive two medically necessary courses of therapy with itraconazole (Sporanox) and terbinafine

(Lamisil) 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Onmel

Diagnosis for this request: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a 
12‐week trial of 
itraconazole 
(Sporanox)?

Route for clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Onmel Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient failed a 
12‐week trial of 

terbinafine (Lamisil)?

Has the appropriate 
MedWatch form been 

attached?

Does the patient have 
a history of CHF?

Is the patient 
pregnant?

PA may be approved.

YES YES YES NO

YES

NO
NO

NO

YES NO



          ONYCHOMYCOSIS AGENTS 
      PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250

For questions regarding 
this Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for onychomycosis treatment must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of onychomycosis by one of the following: KOH prep test, fungal

culture, or nail biopsy. 
 Patient must have a history of failure to itraconazole and/or terbinafine.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ JUBLIA

□ KERYDIN

□ SPORANOX (ITRACONAZOLE)

□ ONMEL (ITRACONAZOLE)

Diagnosis: 

Confirmed diagnosis by (provide documentation):
□ KOH PREP TEST
□ FUNGAL CULTURE
□ NAIL BIOPSY

First Trial: 

Start Date: 

End Date: 

Second Trial: 

Start Date: 

End Date: 

Is treatment for fingernails only? 
□ YES   □ NO

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Does patient have 
a diagnosis of 

Onychomycosis of 
the toenail(s) due 
to Trichophyton 
rubrum and 
Tricophyton 

mentagrophytes

PA may be 
approved

Is test listed that 
was used to 
confirm the 
diagnosis of 

onychomycosis?

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Onychomycosis Agents Authorization Algorithm

Is patient 18 years 
of age or older?

Has patient failed 
a 12 week trial of 
oral terbinafine 
with enough time 

past  since 
treatment 

cessation to assess 
healthy toenail 

outgrown (at least 
6 month)?

Has patient failed 
a 12 week trial of 
oral itraconazole 
with enough time 

past since 
treatment 

cessation to assess 
healthy toenail 

outgrow (at least 6 
months)?

YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO NO

NO

NO NO



OPHTHALMIC ANTI-INFECTIVE 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid will not pay for Azasite, Quixin, or Moxeza without documented failure of a first line antibiotic ophthalmic agent. 

*Note:  First line agents include sulfacetamide (Bleph 10®, etc.), erythromycin, bacitracin-polymixin B (Polysporin®),
polymyxin B neomycin-gramicidin (Neosporin®), trimethoprim-polymyxin B (Polytrim®), gentamicin (Garamycin®, 
etc.), ofloxacin (Ocuflox®) and ciprofloxacin (Ciloxan®). 

 Requires step therapy. See Ophthalmic Anti-Infective Criteria

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ AZASITE □ MOXEZA □ QUIXIN

  Diagnosis for this request: 

List all failed medications: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does patient have corneal ulcer, 
deep penetrating wound to the 

eye or scheduled cataract 
surgery?

Approve for up to 5 days

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Ophthalmic Anti‐infectives Authorization Algorithm

Is request for Azasite?
Has patient tried erythromycin 

ophthalmic for 2 days?

Has patient tried Vigamox for 2 
days?

Has patient tried ofloxacin or 
ciprofloxacin for 2 days?

YES

NO YES YES

NO

NO YES YES

NO

NO



 Ophthalmic Antihistamines 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Lastacaft, Bepreve, and Pataday must first try one of the 
following:   

• Azelastine, Emadine, and Patanol do not require a prior authorization.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Lastacaft □ Bepreve □ Pataday

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED THERAPY

START DATE:        DOSE: 
END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

□ Elastat

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the 
patient failed 

a trial of 
azelastine, 
Emadine, or 
Patanol?

PA may be 
approved

Is the request 
for Pataday?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Ophthalmic Antihistamines Authorization Algorithm

Has the 
patient tried 
Lastacaft in 
the last 30 
days?

Has the 
patient tried 
epinastine in 
the last 30 
days?

Is the request 
for 

epinastine?

Has the 
patient tried 
Lastacaft in 
the last 30 
days?

Route for 
clinical 
review

YES YES YES YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

NO NO



            ROSACEA/ACNE PA FORM 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695

 

Note:  ND Medicaid will not pay for Solodyn, Soolantra, Doryx, Adoxa, or Oracea without documented failure of a first line 
tetracycline agent. 

 First line agents include minocycline and tetracycline.
 Requires step therapy. See Oracea criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
RECIPIENT NAME: RECIPIENT MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 

Recipient 
Date of birth:          /    / 
PRESCRIBER NAME: PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (     ) 

City: FAX:  (     ) 

State: Zip:
REQUESTED DRUG: 
□ ORACEA □ DORYX □ SOLODYN

□ SOOLANTRA □ ADOXA

Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Qualifications for coverage: 

□ Patient has failed a 90 day trial of which first line agent ________________________________________________
□ Moderate to severe acne
□ Severe acne
List all failed medications: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAIDPROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone:  FAX:

Drug:  NDC#:

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:        /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:    /  / To:      /     / 
Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
Oracea?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Rosacea/Acne Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient 
failed a 90‐day 

trial of 
minocycline or 
tetracycline?

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

Is the request for 
Soolantra?

Has the patient 
failed a 90‐day 

trial of 
minocycline or 
tetracycline?

Has the patient 
failed a 90‐day 
trial with Oracea 
or doxycycline?

NO

YES YES

YES

NO

NO

Is the request for 
Solodyn?

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 90‐day 

trial of 
minocycline and 
tetracycline?

Does patient have 
moderate to 
severe acne?

Is patient 12 
years or older?

YES YES YES

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

Is the request for 
Doryx?

Has the patient 
failed a 90‐day 

trial of 
minocycline and 
tetracycline?

Does patient have 
severe acne?

Has patient tried 
oral or topical 
medication for 

acne?

NO

YES YES YES

NO

NO NO

YES

Is the request for 
doxycycline 

monohydrate?

Has the patient 
failed a 90‐day 

trial of 
minocycline or 
tetracycline?

Does patient have 
severe acne?

NO

YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO



  ORAL ALLERGEN EXTRACTS 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for oral allergen extracts must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have the FDA approved indication for the drug requested.
 Diagnosis confirmed by positive skin test or in vitro testing for pollen-specific IgE antibodies.
 History of failure, contraindication, or intolerance to two of the following: oral antihistamine, intranasal

antihistamine, intranasal corticosteroid, or leukotriene inhibitors.
 History of failure or intolerance to subcutaneous allergen immunotherapy (allergy shots).
 Patient must not have severe, unstable, or uncontrolled asthma.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ GRASTEK

□ ORALAIR

□ RAGWITEK

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ GRASS POLLEN-INDUCED ALLERGIC RHINITIS

□ RAGWEED POLLEN-INDUCED ALLERGIC RHINITIS

Is the diagnosis confirmed by positive skin test or in vitro 
testing for pollen-specific IgE antibodies? 

□ YES □ NO
Doe the patient have severe, unstable, or uncontrolled 
asthma? □ YES   □ NO

History of Failure: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have an FDA 
approved 
indication?

PA may be approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Oral Allergens Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient’s 
diagnosis 

confirmed by 
positive skin test 
or in vitro testing 
for pollen‐specific 
IgE antibodies?

Does the patient 
have a history of 

failure, 
contraindication, 
or intolerance to 

two of the 
following: oral 
antihistamines, 

intranasal 
antihistamine, 
intranasal 

corticosteroids, 
or leukotriene 
inhibitors?

Does the patient 
have a history of 

failure or 
intolerance to 
subcutaneous 

allergen 
immunotherapy 
(allergy shots)?

Does the patient 
have severe, 
unstable, or 
uncontrolled 
asthma?

Is the request for 
Ragwitek‐12 

weeks before the 
onset of ragweed 
season (March‐

April)??

Is the patient 
between the age 

of 18‐65?

Is the request for 
Grastek?

Is the patient 
between the age 

of 5‐65?

Is the patient 
between the age 

of 10‐65?

NO

NO

YES

Route for clinical reviewNO

YES

YES

NO

YES YES

Route for clinical review

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES YES

NO



ORAL ANTICOAGULANTS 
  PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Pradaxa, Xarelto, Eliquis, or Savaysa must meet the 
following criteria: 

 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ PRADAXA  □ XARELTO  □ ELIQUIS  □ SAVAYSA

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have an FDA 
approved indication?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Oral Anticoagulants Authorization Algorithm

YES

NO

 Pradaxa is indicated to reduce the risk of stroke and systemic 

embolism in patients with non‐valvular atrial fibrillation.

 Pradaxa is indicated for the treatment of deep vein 

thrombosos (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE) in patients 
who have been treated with parenteral anticoagulant for 5‐10 
days.

 Pradaxa is indicated to reduce the risk of recurrence of DVT 

and PE in patients who have been previously treated.

 Xarelto is indicated to reduce the risk of stroke and systemic 

embolism in patients with non‐valvular atrial fibrillation.

 Xarelto is indicated for the treatment of DVT, PE, and for the 

reduction in the risk of recurrence of DVT and of PE.

 Xarelto is indicated for the prophylaxis of DVT, which may 

lead to PE in patients undergoing knee or hip replacement 
surgery.

 Eliquis is indicated to reduce the risk of stroke and systemic 

embolism in patients with non‐valvular atrial fibrillation.

 Eliquis is indicated for the prophylaxis of DVT, which may lead 

to PE, in patients who have undergone hip or knee 
replacement surgery.

 Eliquis is indicated for the treatment of DVT and PE, and for 

the reduction in the risk of recurrent DVT and PE following 
initial therapy.

 Savaysa is indicated to reduce the risk of stroke and systemic 

embolism in patients with non‐valvular atrial fibrillation.

 Savaysa is indicated for the treatment of DVT and PE 

following 5‐10 days of initial therapy with a parenteral 
anticoagulant.



 Oravig Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires patients receiving a prescription for Oravig to try fluconazole, clotrimazole, nystatin or itraconazole. 
*Note:

 Fluconazole, clotrimazole, nystatin, or itraconazole do not require PA

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Oravig

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Medication failed   Start Date:          Dose: 

______________________________________         End Date:           Frequency: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Route for 
clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Oravig Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

Do claims 
support a 

prescription in 
the last 30 days 

for 
clotrimazole, 
nystatin, 

fluconazole, or 
itraconazole?

YES

NO



OTEZLA 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Otezla must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Patient must have active psoriatic arthritis or moderate to severe plaque psoriasis.
 Patient must have a specialist involved in therapy.
 Patient must not use Otezla in combination with other biologic therapies.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in Therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug: 

□ OTEZLA

Diagnosis for this Request: History of Failure: Is Otezla being used in combination with other 
biologic therapies? 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff)/Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Is medication being 
used for psoriatic 

arthritis or moderate to 
severe plaque psoriasis?

PA may be 
approved

Is patient 18 years of 
age or older?

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Otezla Authorization Algorithm

Does patient have a 
rheumatology specialist 
involved in therapy?

Will Otezla be used in 
combination with other 
biologic therapies?

YES YES YES

Route for clinical reviewNO

NO

NO NO



          OUT OF STATE PHARMACY FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part I 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

 
 
 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
 
     

Qualifications for coverage: 
Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

Reason for out of state pharmacy request: 
 
Recipient is residing out of state?      □ YES □ NO  
If yes, please provide recipient residence, city, state, zip code: 
 
 
 
Requested drug is only available at out of state pharmacies?      □ YES □ NO   
 
Third party requires out of state pharmacy for coverage?      □ YES □ NO     
If yes, contact State Provider Relations at 1-800-755-2604. 

Part II   

PHARMACY NAME (REQUIRED) ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER (REQUIRED) 
 
 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # (REQUIRED) 
 
 
 

Pharmacy Signature: 
 
 
 

Date: 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

Date Received Initials:  
 
 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /                       /        To:                /                /  
 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 
 
 

 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



PULMONARY ARTERIAL HYPERTENSION AGENTS 
              PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for an agent used to treat pulmonary arterial hypertension 
(PAH) must meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must have diagnosis of PAH confirmed by a specialist
 Requires step therapy. Please see PAH criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in therapy: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ LETAIRIS □ TRACLEER □ VENTAVIS

□ REVATIO □ ADCIRCA □ TYVASO

□ OPSUMIT      □ ORENITRAM

□ OTHER____________

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Is the patient pregnant?         □ Yes  □ No
Will patient take monthly pregnancy tests during therapy?  □ Yes □ No 
Have LFT’s been measured for baseline?     □ Yes □ No
Will LFT’s be measured monthly?     □ Yes □ No
Does the patient have Class 2 PAH?      □ Yes □ No
Is the patient taking nitrates of any form?     □ Yes □ No
If the request is for Tyvaso, is the patient also taking       □ Yes □ No
sildenafil, Adcirca, Letairis, bosentan, or Opsumit?     
If the request is for Ventavis 20mcg/mL is the patient      □ Yes □ No
repeatedly experiencing incomplete dosing due to extended 
treatment time? 

PLEASE LIST ALL FAILED MEDICATIONS: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension Agents Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 
stable on the 
requested 
agent?

NO YES

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 

PAH?

YES

Route for 
clinical review

Is the request 
for Tracleer, 
Letairis, or 
Opsumit?

NO

YES
Is the patient 
pregnant?

YES
Is the patient 
of childbearing 
potential?

Is the patient 
taking a 

reliable form 
of birth 
control?

NO YES

Did the patient 
have a 

pregnancy test 
prior to initiation 

of therapy?

YES

Will the patient 
receive monthly 
pregnancy tests 
during therapy?

YES

Route for 
clinical review

YES

NO

NO NO

Is the request 
for Tracleer?

YES

NO

Have LFTs 
been 

measured for 
baseline?

YES

NO

Will LFTs be 
measured 
monthly?

YES
PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

Is the request 
for Letairis?

NO

Does the 
patient have 
Class 2 PAH?

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐

month trial of 
Tracleer?

YES NO

YES

YES

NO

Is the request 
for Adcirca?

Is the patient 
taking nitrates 
of any form?

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?

PA may be 
approved

YES NO

YES
NO

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐

month trial of 
sildenafil?

YES

NO

Is the request 
for Opsumit?

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐

month trial of 
Letairis?

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 
CTEPH?

Is the request 
for Adempas?

NO

YES

PA may be 
approved

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

Is the request 
for Revatio 
suspension?

NO

Is the patient 
unable to 
ingest solid 
dosage form?

Has the 
prescriber 
included 

documentation of 
their inability to 
ingest solid 
dosage form?

YES

NO

NO

YES
Is the patient 
taking nitrates 
of any form?

YES

YES

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?
NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO



Is the request 
for sildenafil?

Is the request 
for Tyvaso?

Is the patient also 
taking sildenafil, 
Adcirca, Letairis, 
bosentan or 
Opsumit?

YES

Is the request 
for Orenitram?

NO Route for clinical 
review

NO

YES
PA may be 
approved

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐month 
trial of Tyvaso?

NO

YES

Is the request 
for Ventavis 
20mcg/mL?

Is the patient also 
taking sildenafil, 
Adcirca, Letairis, 
bosentan or 
Opsumit?

YES

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

Is the patient 
maintained at 
5mcg dose?

YES

Is the patient repeatedly 
experiencing incomplete 
dosing due to extended 

treatment time?

YES
Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?
YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

NO

NO

Is the request 
for Adempas?

NO

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?

Is the patient 
pregnant?

Is the patient 
of childbearing 
potential?

Is the patient 
taking reliable 
forms of birth 

control?

Did the patient 
have a 

pregnancy test 
prior to 

initiation of 
therapy?

Will the 
patient receive 

monthly 
pregnancy 
tests during 
therapy?

Is the patient 
currently 

taking nitrates 
of any form?

Is patient 
currently 

taking Revatio, 
Adcirca, 

dipyridamole, 
or 

theophylline?

YES

NO

YES NO YES YES YES YES NO

NO

NO NO

NO

NO NO
NO

YES

YES

NO

Is the patient 
taking nitrates 
of any form?

YES
Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?
NO

Has the patient 
failed a 1‐

month trial of 
Adcirca?

NO

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES

NO



          PHOSPHATE BINDERS 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding 
this Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for phosphate binders must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Requires step therapy. See phosphate binder criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ RENAGEL _______________

□ FOSRENOL______________

□ RENVELA _______________

□ VELPHORO _____________

□ AURYXIA  _______________

Diagnosis: Does patient have any soft tissue or vascular 
calcification?  □YES   □NO 

Does patient have chronic kidney disease? 
□YES   □NO If so, what stage? ________

Lab: 
Corrected Calcium Level:________ 

Phosphate Level:______________ 

Ca x Ph _____________________ 

iPTH 
Level:____________________ 

List failed medications and tell reason: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of ESRD or CKD?

Have the following 4 
lab values been 

provided: corrected 
calcium level, 

phosphate level, Ca 
X Ph, and iPTH level?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Phosphate Binders Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have any soft 
tissue or 
vascular 

calcification?

Does the patient 
have a corrected 
calcium level of 
10.2 mg2/dl2?

Is the patient’s 
Ca x Ph product 
greater than 
55mg2/dl2?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of calcium 

acetate?

Does daily elemental 
calcium required to 
keep phosphate 

levels in goal range 
exceed 1500 mg/

day?

Does the patient 
have CKD stage 

5?

Is the patient’s 
phosphate level 
greater than 4.6 

mg/dL?

Is the patient’s 
phosphate level 
greater than 5.5 

mg/dL?

YES

Does the patient 
have CKD stage 

4?

Is the intact 
parathyroid 
level less than 
70 pg/dL?

YES NO YES NO NO YES NO NO NO

Is the intact 
parathyroid 
level less than 
30 pg/dL?

Is the patient’s 
intact 

parathyroid 
level less than 
150 pg/dL?

NO

NO

YES
Route for 

clinical review

NO

Is the 
medication 
Velphoro?

YES
NO

YES YES

NO

YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renagel?

Did the patient 
fail due to GI 
symptoms?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renvela?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
Fosrenol?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Auryxia?

PA may be 
approved

YES

YES YES YES YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO NO NO

NO

NO

NO



Is the 
medication 
Auryxia?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renagel?

Did the patient 
fail due to GI 
symptoms?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renvela?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
Fosrenol?

YES YES YES YES

NO

NO

Is the 
medication 
Fosrenol?

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renagel?

Did the patient 
fail due to GI 
symptoms?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renvela?

YES YES YES
PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

NO

Is the 
medication 
Renvela?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Renagel?

NO

YES
Did the patient 
fail due to GI 
symptoms?

YES YES

NO

NO

Is the 
medication 
Renvela?

NO

YES

NO



Proton Pump Inhibitor PA Form 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving proton pump inhibitors must use omeprazole or pantoprazole as first line. 
*Note:

 Omeprazole and Pantoprazole may be prescribed WITHOUT prior authorization.
 Patients must use omeprazole or pantoprazole for a minimum of 14 days for the trial to be considered a failure.  Patient

preference does not constitute a failure.
 Requires step therapy. See PPI criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
RECIPIENT NAME: RECIPIENT 

MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 
Recipient 
Date of birth:          /    / 
PRESCRIBER NAME: PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (     ) 

City: FAX:  (     ) 

State: Zip:
REQUESTED DRUG: 
□ Rabeprazole   □ Lansoprazole   □ Prevacid Solutab

□ Zegerid Packet   □ Protonix Packet   □ Nexium

□ Dexilant   □ Aciphex Sprinkle

Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
Failed therapy (list all) Start Date: Dose: 

End Date: Frequency: 
□ Pregnancy – Due Date

□ Inability to take or tolerate oral tablets (must check a box)
□ Tube Fed
□ Requires soft food or liquid administration
□ Other (provide description)

□ Adverse reaction (attach FDA Medwatch form) to omeprazole/lansoprazole.

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the      successful
medical management of the recipient. 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 

PHARMACY NAME: 
ND MEDICAID 
PROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone:  FAX:

Drug:  NDC#:

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:        /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:    /  / To:      /     / 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request 
for rabeprazole?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
PPI Authorization Algorithm

Does patient 
have feeding 

tube?

Does patient 
have 

nasogastric 
tube?

Has patient 
tried a 14‐day 

trial of 
pantoprazole in 
past 2 years?

Is patient 
pregnant?

Has patient 
tried a 14‐day 

trial of 
omeprazole in 
past 2 years?

YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

YES NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

Is the request 
for Dexilant or 

Nexium?

Does patient 
have a 

nasogastric 
tube?

Has patient 
failed a 14 day 

trial of 
lansoprazole in 

the past 2 
years?

PA may be 
approved

YES

Has patient 
tried a 14‐day 

trial of 
pantoprazole in 
past 2 years?

Is patient 
pregnant?

Has patient 
tried a 14‐day 

trial of 
omeprazole in 
past 2 years?

Does the 
patient require 
liquid food?

YES NO

Has patient had 
a 14‐day trial 

with 
rabeprazole in 
past 2 years?

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO

Does patient 
have a feeding 

tube?
YES YES YES

Is the request 
for 

lansoprazole?

Is the patient 13 
years of age or 

older?
YES

NO YES

PA may be 
approved

NO

NO

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

NO

YES

NO

Has patient had 
a 14‐day trial 

with 
lansoprazole in 
past 2 years?

YES

NO

YES



Is the request 
for Aciphex 
Sprinkles?

Does patient 
have feeding 

tube?

Has patient 
failed a trial of 
lansoprazole, 
Dexilant, 
Nexium, 

pantoprazole, 
omeprazole 

AND 
rabeprazole in 
the past 2 
years?

YES NO
PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for 
clinical review

YES

NO

Is the request 
for Nexium 

Packet, Protonix 
Packet, Zegerid 
Packet, Prevacid 

Solutab, or 
Prilosec Packet?

NO

Does patient 
have feeding 

tube?
YES

Does patient 
have 

nasogastric 
tube?

YES

Has patient 
tried a 14‐day 

trial of 
lansoprazole in 
past 2 years?

YES

Has the patient 
failed a 14 day 

trial with 
Dexilant or 

Nexium in the 
past 2 years?

Is the request 
for Zegerid 

Packet, Prevacid 
Solutab or 

Prilosec Packet?

Has the patient 
failed a 14 day 

trial with 
Nexium Packet 
AND Protonix 
Packet In the 
past 2 years?

YES YES

YES

PA may be 
approved

NO

YESRoute for 
clinical review

NO

NO NO

NO

NO



Promacta Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed Promacta must follow these guidelines: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of chronic immune (idiopathic) thrombocytopenia, Severe Aplastic

Anemia, or Hepatitis C. 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Qualifications for coverage: 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Promacta

  Diagnosis for this request: 

□ Failed corticosteroid or immunoglobulin therapy

DRUG: 
Start Date:         End Date: 

Dose:         Frequency: 

Has patient had a splenectomy? 

□ YES □ NO

Does patient have Hepatitis C infection currently 
being treated or to be treated with interferon-
based therapy?    

□ YES □ NO

Is patient at increased risk of bleeding due to degree of 
thrombocytopenia and clinical condition?      
□ YES □ NO

Does degree of thrombocytopenia prevent initiation of or 
ability to maintain interferon-based therapy?         
□ YES □ NO

Does patient have a diagnosis of Severe Aplastic Anemia? 
□ YES □ NO

Has patient had an insufficient response to 
immunosuppressive therapy?        
□ YES □ NO

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 
PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:     /     /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Does patient have 
chronic immune 
(idiopathic) 

thrombocytopenia?

PA may be 
approved

Is patient 6 years of 
age or older?

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Promacta Authorization Algorithm

Has patient had 
insufficient response to 

corticosteroids, 
immunoglobulins, or 

splenectomy?

Is patient at increased 
risk of bleeding due to 

degree of 
thrombocytopenia and 

clinical condition?

Does patient have 
Hepatitis C infection 
currently treated or to 

be treated with 
interferon‐based 

therapy?

Does degree of 
thrombocytopenia 
prevent initiation or 
ability to maintain 
interferon‐based 

therapy?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Severe 
Aplastic Anemia?

Has patient had an 
insufficient response to 
immunosuppressive 

therapy?

YES YES

NO

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO NO YES

YES

NO

YESNO

YES

NO

YES

NO



    Provigil/Nuvigil  
Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Provigil or Nuvigil must suffer from excessive sleepiness 
associated with obstructive sleep apnea/hypopnea syndrome, narcolepsy, or shift work disorder. 

• Provigil must be used before Nuvigil will be approved.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Nuvigil □ Provigil

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED PROVIGIL (Nuvigil Requests)  START DATE:              DOSE: 

      END DATE:        FREQUENCY: 

□ EXCESSIVE SLEEPINESS ASSOCIATED WITH OBSTRUCTIVE SLEEP APNEA/HYPOPNEA SYNDROME

□ NARCOLEPSY

□ SHIFT WORK SLEEP DISORDER

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /    /        To:                /         /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have 
a diagnosis of excessive 
sleepiness associated 
with obstructive sleep 

apnea/hypopnea 
syndrome, narcolepsy, 
or shift work disorder? 

Route for clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Provigil/Nuvigil Authorization Algorithm

Is the request for 
Provigil?

YES YES

NO

PA may be 
approved

Has the patient failed a 
2‐month trial of 

Provigil?

NO

NO
YES



Pulmozyme 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Pulmozyme must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of cystic fibrosis

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Pulmozyme

Diagnosis for this request: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of cystic fibrosis?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Pulmozyme Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approvedYES



QUALAQUIN PA FORM 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695

 

ND Medicaid will cover Qualaquin with a diagnosis of Malaria. 

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
RECIPIENT NAME: 

RECIPIENT 
MEDICAID ID NUMBER: 

Recipient 
Date of birth:          /    / 
PRESCRIBER NAME: PRESCRIBER NPI: 

Address: Phone:  (     ) 

City: FAX:  (     ) 

State: Zip:
REQUESTED DRUG: 
□ QUALAQUIN

Requested Dosage: (must be completed) 

Qualifications for coverage: 

□ Diagnosis of malaria

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature: Date: 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 

PHARMACY NAME: 
ND MEDICAID 
PROVIDER NUMBER: 

Phone:  FAX:

Drug:  NDC#:

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date:        /      / Initials:  ________ 
Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:    /  / To:      /     / 
Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of malaria?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Qualaquin Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved
Has the patient tried a generic 
quinine in the last 30 days?

YES
Has the appropriate MedWatch 

form been attached?

NO

YES YES

NO



      RASUVO AND OTREXUP 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Rasuvo or Otrexup must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication for the medication requested.
 Patient must have tried and failed methotrexate.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   FDA approved indication for this request: 

Trial:       Start date:        End date: 

Reason for failure: 
Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Has patient failed a 6‐week trial 
of methotrexate?

PA may be approved

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Rasuvo and Otrexup Authorization Algorithm

YES

Route for clinical review



Rayos 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Rayos must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must first try generic prednisone.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Rayos

Diagnosis for this request: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: 

ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG 
NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /  / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a 12‐week 
trial of a generic prednisone with 

2AM dosing in the past 6 
months?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Rayos Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approvedYES



             Relistor Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Relistor must meet the following guidelines: 
• Diagnosis of opioid-induced constipation
• Inability to tolerate oral medications or
• Failed two oral medications. Requires step therapy. See Relistor criteria for more information.

Note: 
*Polyethylene glycol powder is covered without a prior authorization.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Relistor

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
FIRST FAILED MEDICATION          START DATE:       END DATE: 

SECOND FAILED MEDICATION           START DATE:      END DATE: 

□ INABILITY TO TOLERATE ORAL MEDICATIONS

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
opioid‐induced 
constipation with 

chronic cancer pain?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Relistor Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Does the patient 
have the inability to 

tolerate oral 
medications?

Has the patient failed 
an oral constipation 

medication 
(excluding Movantik) 
in the last 30 days?

Has the patient tried 
Movantik in the last 

30 days?

Does the patient 
have a paid claim for 
an opioid in the last 

30 days?

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO NO

YES



RIBAPAK PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for RibaPak must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must first try Ribavirin or Ribasphere.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ RIBAPAK

  FDA Approved Indication for this request: 

□ Failed therapy with Ribavirin or Ribasphere Start Date End Date Dose 

WHAT IS THE HCV GENOTYPE? (I-IV) 

*TREATMENT WILL BE COVERED FOR 24 TO 48 WEEKS BASED UPON GENOTYPE AND DIAGNOSIS.

□ Treatment regimen for Hepatitis C will include pegylated or non-pegylated interferon in combination with oral ribavirin.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /                       /       To: / /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Attach MedWatch

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a trial of 
ribavirin or Ribasphere?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Ribapak Authorization Algorithm

Has a MedWatch form been 
attached?

YES

YES/NO



             Sancuso Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250  
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Sancuso must be unable to take oral medications.   
*Note:

 Dolasetron, oral granisetron, and ondansetron do not require PA.
 Patients must be unable to take oral medications or
 Patients must fail therapy on ondansetron or oral granisetron before a PA may be granted.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Sancuso

Diagnosis for this request: 

Does the patient have breast, head/neck, gastrointestinal, or 
gynecological cancer? 

Is the patient taking chemotherapy? If so, please list date of last 
chemotherapy treatment: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED MEDICATION   START DATE:      DOSE: 

      END DATE:       FREQUENCY: 

□ PATIENT UNABLE TO TAKE ORAL MEDICATIONS

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 

nausea and 
vomiting?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Sancuso Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient taking 
any chemotherapy 

agents?

Does the patient 
have breast, head/

neck, 
gastrointestinal, or 

gynecological 
cancer?

Has the date of final 
chemotherapy 
treatment been 

provided?

Does the patient 
have the inability to 

tolerate oral 
medications?

Has the patient failed 
ondansetrol (tablets 
and ODT) AND  oral 
granisetron (tablets) 
in the last 30 days?

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

YES

NO

YES YES/NO NO

NO

YES

NO

YES



Sedative/Hypnotic PA Form Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a name brand Sedative/Hypnotic must use Ambien® 

(zolpidem) as first line therapy.   
*Note:

 Requires step therapy. See Sedative/Hypnotic PA criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Failed Medications (list all)

Have other conditions causing sleep issues been ruled out?            □ YES □ NO
Does the patient require dose tapering? □ YES □ NO
Is the patient’s insomnia characterized by difficulty with sleep maintenance?             □ YES □ NO
Is the patient’s insomnia characterized by difficulty with sleep initiation? □ YES □ NO
Is the patient’s insomnia characterized by difficulty with middle of the night awakening with more than 4 hours left to sleep? □ YES □ NO
□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the successful medical management of
the recipient. 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Zolpidem in the 
last 30 days?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Sedative/Hypnotics Authorization Algorithm

Is the medication 
Silenor,Zaleplon, or 

Eszopiclone?

Is the medication 
Zolpidem ER?

Is the patient’s 
insomnia 

characterized by 
difficulty with 

sleep 
maintenance?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Eszopiclone in the 
last 30 days?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Silenor in the last 
30 days?

YES YES YES

NO

YES YES YES

YES

Is the patient’s 
insomnia 

characterized by 
difficulty with 
sleep initiation?

Has the patient 
tried Zaleplon in 
the last 30 days?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Eszopiclone in the 
last 30 days?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Rozerem in the last 
30 days?

YES YES YES

YES

Is the medication 
Edluar?

Route for clinical 
review

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO NONO NO NO

Have other 
conditions 

causing sleep 
issues been 
ruled out?

Is the request 
for Restoril?

Does the 
patient 

require dose 
tapering?

NO

Route for 
clinical 
review

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES
NO

Is the medication 
Intermezzo?

Is the patient’s 
insomnia 

characterized by 
difficulty with 

middle of the night 
awakening with 

more than 4 hours 
left to sleep?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Eszopiclone in the 
last 30 days?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Silenor in the last 
30 days?

Has the patient 
had a trial of 

Zolpidem ER in the 
last 30 days?

PA may be 
approved

YES YES YES YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

Is the 
medication 
Restoril or 
Belsomra?

Has the 
patient tried 
Zaleplon in 
the last 30 
days?

Has the 
patient had a 

trial of 
Eszopiclone 
in the last 30 

days?

Has the 
patient had a 

trial of 
Silenor in the 
last 30 days?

Has the 
patient had a 

trial of 
Zolpidem ER 
in the last 30 

days?

Has the 
patient had a 

trial of 
Rozerem in 
the last 30 
days?

Has the 
patient had a 
trial of Edluar 
in the last 30 

days?

YES

YES YES YES YES YES YES

NO NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO NO

NO



Is the 
medication 
Rozerem?

Has the 
patient tried 
Zaleplon in 
the last 30 
days?

NO

YES

Has the 
patient tried 
Eszopiclone 
in the last 30 

days?

PA may be 
approved

Route for 
clinical 
review

NO

YES

NO

YES

Is the 
medication 
Hetlioz?

NO

Does patient 
have a 

diagnosis of 
Non‐24‐Hour 
Sleep‐Wake 
Disorder 
(Non‐24)?

Is patient 
totally blind

YES YES

YES/NO

NO

NO



SEROMYCIN 
     PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Seromycin must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a diagnosis of tuberculosis.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Physician Name 

Physician Medicaid Provider Number Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   FDA approved indication for this request: 

Physician Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Seromycin Authorization Algorithm

Is the request for 
Seromycin?

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of 
tuberculosis?

YES
PA may be 
approved

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO



  Short-Acting HFA Beta2 Agonist PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for ProAir Respiclick, ProAir HFA, Ventolin HFA, or Xopenex 
HFA must use Proventil HFA as first line therapy. 
*Note: Proventil HFA does not require a prior authorization.

 Ventolin HFA – trial of Proventil HFA.
 Xopenex HFA – trial of Proventil HFA and Ventolin HFA.
 ProAir HFA and ProAir RespiClick – trial of Proventil HFA, Ventolin HFA, and Xopenex HFA.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ XOPENEX HFA

□ VENTOLIN HFA

□ PROAIR HFA/PROAIR RESPICLICK

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
Failed therapy 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the requested 
PA for Ventolin 

HFA?

PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Short‐Acting HFA Beta2 Agonists Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient 
tried and failed 
Proventil HFA?

Is the patient 
switching 

medications due 
to side effects?

Has the 
prescriber 

provided the 
MedWatch 

form?

YES YES NO YES

NO

YES

NO

Is the requested 
PA for Xopenex 

HFA?

Has the patient 
tried and failed 
Proventil HFA?

Is the patient 
switching 

medications due 
to side effects?

Has the patient 
tried and failed 
Ventolin HFA

YES NO YES

NO NODeny PA

PA may be 
approved

YES

YES
Xopenex HFA

Ventolin HFA

ProAir HFA or ProAir RespiClick

Is the requested 
PA for ProAir 
HFA or ProAir 
RespiClick?

Has the patient 
tried and failed 
Proventil HFA?

Is the patient 
switching 

medications due 
to side effects?

Has the 
prescriber 

provided the 
MedWatch 

form?

Has the patient 
tried and failed 
Ventolin HFA

Has the 
prescriber 

provided the 
MedWatch 

form?

Has the patient 
tried and failed 

Xopenex?

PA may be 
approved

YES

YES YES NO YES YES YES

YES

Deny PANO NO

NO

NO NO

NO



  SOVALDI PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Sovaldi must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must be ≥ 18 years old.
• Must have a diagnosis of chronic hepatitis C (genotypes 1, 2, 3, or 4) with compensated liver disease.
• Liver biopsy showing fibrosis corresponding to a Metavir score of greater than or equal to 2 or Ishak score of greater than or equal

to 3 or other accepted test demonstrating liver fibrosis.
• Must be prescribed by or in consultation with a hepatologist, gastroenterologist, or infectious disease specialist.
• Must be used in combination with ribavirin or in combination with pegylated interferon and ribavirin. (must not be used as

monotherapy)
• Female patients must have a negative pregnancy test within 30 days prior to initiation of therapy and monthly during treatment.
• Absence of renal impairment (eGFR must be >30mL/min/1.73m2) and absence of end stage renal disease (ESRD).
• Documentation showing that patient is drug and alcohol free for the past 12 months

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug 

□ Sovaldi

Dosage 

_____________ 

Documented liver fibrosis Diagnosis for this request 

Genotype 

Patient is drug and alcohol free for past 12 months 

□ YES    □ NO

Pegylated interferon dose 

Ribavirin dose 

Negative pregnancy test 
in the past 30 days 

□ YES    □ NO

eGFR 

Has the patient been previously treated for chronic hepatitis C?        
□ YES □ NO

If yes, please indicate past treatment regimen(s), dates of treatment, and response to therapy: 

Baseline HCV RNA: 

HCV RNA 4 weeks after starting 
therapy: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:      From:              /          /      To:                /          / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



Is request for initial 
coverage?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Sovaldi Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to an 
Ishak score ≥3?

Is Sovaldi prescribed 
by or in consultation 
with a hepatologist, 
gastroenterologist, 
or infectious disease 

specialist?

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

Has the prescriber 
given another lab 

score demonstrating 
fibrosis?

NO

At week 4 is HCV 
RNA ≥25 IU/mL?

NO

Route for clinical 
review

YES

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to a 
Metavir score ≥2?

YES YES

YES

NO

Has the prescriber 
provided 

documentation that 
the patient has been 
drug and alcohol 

free for the past 12 
months?

YES
Is the patient a 

female?
YES

NO

Has the patient had 
a negative 

pregnancy test in 
the last 30 days?

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

PA may be approved

Have other agents 
used in combination 

with Sovaldi 
(pegylated 

interferon and/or 
ribavirin been 
discontinued?

NO NO
Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Hep C 
(genotype 1)?

Has Sovaldi been 
used in conjunction 
with pegylated 

interferon for the 
initial 4 weeks? 

YES YES/NO

Does patient have a 
diagnosis of Hep C 
(genotype 2‐4 or 

HCV with 
Hepatocelluar 
Carcinoma)?

YES

NO

YES

NO

NO



Route for clinical 
review

Will the patient 
receive pregnancy 
tests monthly during 

treatment?

NO

Does the patient 
have an absence of 
renal impairment 
(eGFR must be 

>30mL/min/1.73m2)

YES

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Hep C (genotype 1)?

Does the patient 
have Hep C 

(genotype 2 or 3) or 
hepatocellular 
carcinoma?

Does the patient 
have Hep C 

(genotype 4)?

YES
Is patient eligible for 

pegylated 
interferon?

Will Sovaldi be used 
in combination with 
pegylated interferon 

and ribavirin?

Is patient eligible to 
receive treatment 
with Harvoni or 

Viekira?

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES Yes

NO

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

Will Sovaldi be used 
in combination with 

ribavirin?

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES

NO

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

Will Sovaldi be used 
in combination with 
pegylated interferon 

and ribavirin?

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES YES YES

NO

NO

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO



Statins 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that who are prescribed a name-brand statin must first try a generic statin. 
 Requires step therapy. See statin criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this request: 

Medication Failed and Dose (list all) 

Is the statin intensity treatment goal low, moderate, or high? _____________________ 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy  Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:  From:       /    /    To:   /   / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
Crestor?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Statins Authorization Algorithm

Is the statin 
intensity 

treatment goal 
‘’low’’?

Is the statin 
intensity 

treatment goal 
‘’high’’?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of more than 

1 of these 
medications?*

Route for clinical 
review

Is the statin 
intensity 

treatment goal 
‘’high’’?

NO

Is the statin 
intensity 

treatment goal 
‘’low’’?

*Simvastatin 20‐40mg a day; Pravastatin 40‐80mg 
a day; Lovastatin 40mg a day; Fluvastatin XL 80mg 

a day; Fluvastatin 40mg twice a day 

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
atorvastatin 10‐
20mg a day?

PA may be 
approved

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of more than 

1 of these 
medications?*

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Crestor 5‐

10mg?

PA may be 
approved

YES

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
atorvastatin 
40mg a day?

YES

NO NO

YES

YES YES

NO NO NO

NO

YES

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of more than 

1 of these 
medications?**

NO

YES

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
atorvastatin 10‐

20mg?

YES YES YES

NO NO

**Simvastatin 10mg a day; Pravastatin 10‐20mg a 
day; Lovastatin 20mg a day; Fluvastatin 20‐ 40mg 

twice a day 



SUBOXONE/SUBUTEX PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Suboxone and Subutex must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must be 16 years or older.
• Indicated for use in treatment of documented opioid dependence.
• Must not be taking other opioids, tramadol, or carisoprodol concurrently.
• Prescriber must be registered to prescribe Suboxone/Subutex under the Substance Abuse and Mental

Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name (SAMHSA ID-X DEA Number) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ BUPRENORPHINE/NALOXONE  □ZUBSOLV

□ SUBUTEX    □ SUBOXONE FILM □ BUNAVAIL

  FDA Approved Indication for this request: 

□ Patient is not taking other opioids, tramadol, or carisoprodol concurrently with requested medication.

Has a contract between the prescriber and patient been signed? □ YES    □ NO 

Does the prescriber perform routine drug screens? □ YES    □ NO 

Does the prescriber routinely check the PDMP system? □ YES    □ NO 

Has the prescriber provided the PDMP reports for the last 3 months? □ YES    □ NO 

Is the patient pregnant? □YES  □NO 

Patient’s due date: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Buprenorphine/Naloxone Combinations Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of opioid 
dependence?

Is the patient 16 
years of age or 

older?

Is the patient 
taking other 
opioids, 

tramadol, or 
carisoprodol 
concurrently?

Is the provider 
registered to 

prescribe under 
the Substance 
Abuse and 

Mental Health 
Services 

Administration? 
(SAMHSA)

Has the 
prescriber’s xDEA 
number been 
provided?

Has a contract 
between the 
prescriber and 
patient been 

signed?

Does the 
prescriber 

perform routine 
drug screens?

Does the 
prescriber 

routinely check 
the PDMP 
system?

Has the 
prescriber 

provided the 
PDMP reports for 

the last 3 
months?

Is the prescriber 
enrolled with ND 

Medicaid?

Is the request for 
Zubsolv or 

buprenorphine/
naloxone (generic 

Suboxone SL 
tablets)?

Is request for 
Bunavail or 

Suboxone Film?

Has the patient 
tried and failed 
buprenorphine/
naloxone tablets?

YES YES NO

NO

NO

YES

YES YES YES

NO

Deny PA

NO

Has the 
prescriber 
developed a 

treatment plan?

NO YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

Deny PA

Has the patient 
tried and failed 

Zubsolv?
YES

YES

NO

NO

YES
PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

NO

NO



Is the request for 
buprenorphine?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Buprenorphine/Naloxone Combinations Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of opioid 
dependence?

Is the patient 16 
years of age or 

older?

Is the patient 
taking other 
opioids, 

tramadol, or 
carisoprodol 
concurrently?

Is the patient 
pregnant?

Has a contract 
between the 
prescriber and 
patient been 

signed?

Does the 
prescriber 

perform routine 
drug screens?

YES NO YES YES

Does the 
prescriber 

routinely check 
the PDMP 
system?

Has the 
prescriber 

provided the 
PDMP reports for 

the last 3 
months?

Is the prescriber 
enrolled in ND 
Medicaid?

Has the patient’s 
due date been 
provided?

Approve for the 
remaining time 
pregnant plus 2 

weeks.

YES YES

Deny PA

NO

NO

YES

Has the 
prescriber 
developed a 

treatment plan?

NO

YES

NO

YES

YES

Deny PA

Deny PA

YES

NO

NO

YESYES

NO

NO

Deny PA

NO



Tecfidera Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed Tecfidera must follow these guidelines: 
*Note:

 Must have relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis.
 Must have a recent CBC (within 6 months).
 Requires step therapy. See Tecfidera criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in Therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Tecfidera

  Diagnosis for this request: 

  Current CBC (date): 

FAILED THERAPY (LIST ALL): Start Date: 

End Date: 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /  
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be 
approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Tecfidera Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
multiple sclerosis?

Has patient had a 
CBC with 

lymphocyte count 
within 6 months of 
starting treatment?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Copaxone?

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 

Copaxone?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Aubagio?

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 

Aubagio??

Has the patient had 
a CBC with 

lymphocyte count 
in the last 6 
months?

Has patient had a 
trial with interferon 

beta 1 (Rebif, 
Avenox, Betaseron, 

Extavia?

Does the patient 
have a documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, or 
hypersensitivity to 
interferon beta 1 
(Rebif, Avenox, 
Betaseron, 
Extavia??

NO

NO

YES

YES YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

NO

Deny PA

YES/NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES/NO



             TECHNIVIE PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 
 
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Technivie must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be ≥ 18 years old.
 Must have a diagnosis of chronic hepatitis C (genotype 4).
 Liver biopsy showing fibrosis corresponding to a Metavir score of greater than or equal to 2 or Ishak score of greater than or equal

to 3 or other accepted test demonstrating liver fibrosis.
 Must be prescribed by or in consultation with a hepatologist, gastroenterologist, or infectious disease specialist.
 Patient must have absence of moderate or severe hepatic impairment.
 Documentation showing that patient is drug and alcohol free for the past 12 months
 The concomitant use of Technivie and moderate/strong inducers of CYP3A is contraindicated.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug 

□ Technivie

Dosage: 
_____________ 

Documented liver fibrosis: Diagnosis for this request: 

Genotype: 

Patient is drug and alcohol free for past 12 months: 

□ YES    □ NO  *PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION

Does the patient have cirrhosis? 
□ YES    □ NO

Ribavirin dose: 

Has the patient been previously treated for chronic hepatitis C?      
□ YES □ NO

If yes, please indicate past treatment regimen(s), dates of treatment, and response to therapy: 

Has patient attested that they will continue treatment without interruption for the duration of therapy?   
□ YES □ NO

Is the patient taking Technivie in combination with ribavirin?  
□ YES □ NO

If yes has the patient had a negative pregnancy test? 
□ YES □ NO

If patient is not taking Technivie in combination with ribavirin, give rationale:___________________ 

Is the patient taking Technivie in combination with moderate/strong inducers of CYP3A? 
□ YES □ NO

Does the patient have moderate/severe hepatic impairment? 
□ YES □ NO

Baseline HCV RNA: 

HCV RNA 4 weeks after starting 
therapy: 

Metavir Score: 

Ishak Score: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



North Dakota Department of Human Services
Technivie Authorization Algorithm

Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

NO

Is the patient 
18 years of age 

or older?

Does the 
patient’s liver 
biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding 
to a Metavir 
score ≥ 2?

Does the 
patient’s liver 
biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding 
to a Metavir 
score ≥ 3?

YES YES NO

Is Technivie 
prescribed by 

or in 
consultation 

with a 
hepatologist, 

gastroenterolog
ist, or infectious 

disease 
specialist?

YES

YES

Has the 
prescriber 
provided 

documentation 
that the patient 
has been drug 
and alcohol 
free for the 
past 12 
months?

YES

Does the 
patient have 
moderate 

(Child‐Pugh B) 
or severe 

(Child‐Pugh C) 
hepatic 

impairment?

YES
Does patient 
have cirrhosis?

NO

Is the patient 
taking 

Technivie in 
combination 

with moderate/
strong inducers 

of CYP3A?

NO

Will Technivie 
be used in 
combination 
with ribavirin?

NO

Has the 
prescriber 

given another 
lab score 

demonstrating 
liver fibrosis?

NO

Route for 
clinical review

YES/NO

NO

NO NO YES YES YES

Has patient 
been previously 

treated for 
Hepatitis C?

NO

Is the patient a 
female?

Does patient 
have 

contraindication 
to or unable to 

tolerate 
ribavirin?

Route for 
clinical review

YES

Has the patient 
had a negative 
pregnancy test 
in the last 30 

days?

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 
Hepatitis C 

genotype 1, 2, 
3, 5, or 6?

Will the patient 
receive 

pregnancy tests 
monthly during 
treatment?

No

YES

YES

YESNO

NO

YES NO

YES

NO

YES

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 
Hepatitis C 
genotype 4?

Will HCV RNA 
levels be taken 
on week 4 and 

sent with 
renewal 
request?

YES

NO

PA may be 
approved

YES

NO



At week 4 is 
HCV RNA ≥ 25 

IU/mL?

Was ribavirin 
initially used in 
combination 

with Technivie?

Has ribavirin, 
used in 

combination 
with Technivie, 

been 
discontinued?

Does the 
patient have a 
diagnosis of 
Hepatitis C, 
genotype 4?

NO YES NO
PA may be 
approved

YES

NO

Route for 
clinical review

YES

YES NO



  TOPICAL TESTOSTERONE 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a topical testosterone must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must have an FDA approved indication.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State 
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ ANDRODERM_________  □ ANDROGEL_________

□ FORTESTA_________      □ TESTIM_________

□ AXIRON_________ □ VOGELXO_________

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Testosterone Level:              Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of primary 

hypogonadism (congenital or 
acquired) or hypogonadotropic 
hypogonadism (congenital or 

acquired?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Topical Testosterone Agents Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approvedYES



TARGETED IMMUNE MODULATORS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Actemra, Orencia, Humira, Enbrel, Kineret, Cimzia, 
Cosentyx, Simponi, and Stelara must submit a prior authorization form. 

 Prior authorization will be granted if the requested product has been approved by the FDA for the indication listed
below.  

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ ORENCIA □ ACTEMRA

□ ENBREL □ CIMZIA

□ KINERET □ COSENTYX

□ HUMIRA □ SIMPONI

□ STELARA

  FDA Approved Indication for this request: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have an FDA 
approved indication for the 

product requested?
PA may be approved

Deny PA

NO

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Immunomodulators Authorization Algorithm



TOPICAL ACNE AGENTS
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a branded topical acne agent must meet the following 
criteria: 

 Patients under the age of 10 or older than 35 must have a dermatologist involved in therapy
 Requires step therapy. See topical acne agents criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Dermatologist Involved in therapy (if patient is <10 and >35): 

Next Appointment date: 
Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: Diagnosis for this Request: 

LIST ALL FAILED MEDICATIONS AND REASON: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the patient 9 
years of age or 
younger OR 36 
years of age or 

older?

PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Topical Acne Agents Authorization Algorithm

Is a 
dermatologist 
involved in 
therapy?

YES

Is the request 
for clindamycin/

benzoyl 
peroxide 5%/

1%?

Has the patient 
tried 

clindamycin/
benzoyl 
peroxide 

1.2%/5% OR 
Onexton OR 
Acanya for 12 

weeks? 

YES YES

NO

Route for 
clinical review

NO

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

Is the request 
for Adapalene?

Has the patient 
had a 12‐week 

trial of 
Adapalene 
0.1%?

YES
Is the patient 12 
years of age or 

older?
YES YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO
NO

Is the request 
for tretinoin 

gel?

NO

Has the patient 
had a 3‐week 

trial of tretinoin 
.01% gel or 

0.25% (cream or 
gel)?

Has the patient 
had a 3‐week 
trial of Atralin?

YES YES

NO

NO

YES

Is the request 
for tretinoin 
microspheres?

NO

Has the patient 
had a 3‐week 
trial of Atralin?

Has the patient 
had a 3‐week 

trial of tretinoin 
cream?

YES YES

Is the request 
for clindamycin 

foam?

NO

Does patient 
have acne in 
hair‐bearing 
area (back/
chest)?

Has the patient 
had a 3‐week 
trial with 

clindamycin 
lotion?

YES YES
YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES



LOCAL ANESTHETICS (TOPICAL) PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for a topical local anesthetic must meet the following criteria: 
 These medications will only be covered when prescribed for use prior to certain procedures (e.g., placement

of a peripheral or central line or injections through an implanted port).  Medical procedure must be listed on 
PA form. 

 PA not required for patients 12 years of age and younger.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ EMLA □ SYNERA

Medical Procedure: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the patient 12 years of age or 
older?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Topical Anesthetics Authorization Algorithm

Is the medical procedure listed 
on the prior authorization form?

Is the medical procedure 
placement of a peripheral or 

central line or injections through 
an implanted port?

PA Not Required

NO

YES YES YES

NO

NO



Topical Ketoconazole Products 
   Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed Extina, Xolegel, and Ketocon Plus must first try a covered 
ketoconazole medication. 
*Note:

• Ketoconazole creams and ketoconazole shampoos do not require a prior authorization.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Extina    □ Xolegel     □ Ketocon Plus

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Medication Failed     Start Date:   Dose: 

  ________________________________      End Date:    Frequency: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:   /  /    To:     /     /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a trial of 
ketoconazole cream and 

ketoconazole shampoo in the 
last 30 days?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Topical Ketoconazole Agents Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approvedYES



       Serotonin (5-HT1) Receptor Agonists - 
    Triptan PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Axert, Frova, Naratriptan, Relpax, Rizatriptan, Treximet, 
or Zolmitriptan must try Sumatriptan as first line therapy.   
*Note:

 Sumatriptan does not require a PA.
 Injectables are not subject to a prior authorization at this time.
 Requires step therapy. See triptan criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ NARATRIPTAN

□ RELPAX □ RIZATRIPTAN

□ AXERT □ TREXIMET

□ FROVA □ ZOLMITRIPTAN

Diagnosis for this request: 

Does patient have menstrual migraine? 

Is patient’s migraine long in duration and does it recur? 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Failed sumatriptan therapy Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

LIST ALL FAILED MEDICATIONS AND REASONS: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of migraines?

PA may be 
approved

Has patient tried 
Sumatriptan 
100mg for 30 
days in the last 
24 months?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Triptans Authorization Algorithm

Is the request 
for Rizatriptan, 
Naratriptan, 
Sumatriptan 
nasal spray, or 
Zomig Nasal 
Spray??

Is the request 
for Relpax?

Has patient tried 
a 30 day trial of 
Rizatriptan 

10mg within the 
last 24 months?

Route for 
clinical review

Is the request 
for 

Zolmitriptan?

Is the request 
for Axert?

Has patient tried 
a 30 day trial of 
Zolmitriptan 

5mg within the 
last 24 days?

Is the request 
for Treximet?

Is the request 
for Frova?

Has patient tried 
and failed 

Sumatriptan + 
Naproxen?

Is patient stable 
on combination 

product?

Has patient tried 
a 30 day trial of 
naratriptan 
2.5mg within 
the last 24 
months?

Is patient’s 
migraine 

headache long 
in duration and/
does it recur?

PA may be 
approved

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

YES YES

NO

YES NO

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES YES YES

Is patient 
between 12 and 
17 years of age?

YES NO

Has patient tried 
a 30 day trial of 
Rizatriptan 

10mg within the 
last 24 months?

YES

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

NO

NO

Has patient tried 
a 30 day trial of 
Relpax 40mg 
within the last 
24 months?

YES

YES

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?
YES YES

NO

NO

Is patient 
between 12 and 
17 years of age?

YES YES

NO

YES

NO



            TYSABRI PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Tysabri must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have a confirmed diagnosis of multiple sclerosis or Crohn’s disease.
 Requires step therapy. See Tysabri criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy (if not treating physician) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ TYSABRI

  FDA approved indication for this request: 

 Has patient experienced a reduction in relapse rate? (renewal requests) □ YES □ NO
 Has the patient had persistent positive anti-natalizumab antibody titers □ YES □ NO

(2 consecutive positive tests 4 weeks or more apart)
 Is the patient experiencing early aggressive disease? (>=2 relapses in the       □ YES □ NO

year and >= 1 Cadolinium (Cd)+ lesion)?
 List all failed medications: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX 
NUMBER 

DRUG NDC #

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA: 
From:              /            /     To:    /        /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the request for 
initial coverage?

PA may be approved

Deny PA

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Tysabri Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient 
had a reduction 
in relapse rate?

Has the patient 
had persistent 
positive anti‐
natalizumab 

antibody titers (2 
consecutive 

positive tests 4 
weeks or more 

apart)?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of multiple 
sclerosis?

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 

trial of 
Copaxone?

Has the  patient 
had a trial with 
interferon beta 1 
(Rebif, Avonex, 
Bestaseron, 
Extavia)?

Is the patient 
experiencing 

early aggressive 
disease? (>=2 
relapses in the 
year and >= 1 

Cadolinium (Cd)+ 
lesion)? 

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Aubagio?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Tecfidera?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Tecfidera?

YES

YES

NO

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Copaxone and 
interferon beta 1 
(Rebif, Avonex, 
Betaseron, 
Extavia)??

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Aubagio?

Has the patient 
failed a 3‐month 
trial of Gilenya?

Does the patient 
have a 

documented 
intolerance, FDA‐

labeled 
contraindication, 

or 
hypersensitivity 
to Gilenya?

NO

YES

NO

NO

Yes

YES

NO

Deny PA

NO

NO

YESNO

YES

NO

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of Crohn’s 
Disease?

YES

NO



      ULORIC PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Uloric must try allopurinol as first line therapy or have 
documented renal/hepatic dysfunction. 

• Allopurinol does not require a prior authorization.
• Allopurinol doses must be 300 mg or greater to be considered failed therapy.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ ULORIC

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ FAILED ALLOPURINOL THERAPY Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

□ RENAL OR HEPATIC IMPAIRMENT

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the medication being used for 
chronic management of 

hyperuricemia in patients with 
gout?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Uloric Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved
Does paid claims document a 30‐
day trial of allopurinol 300 mg or 

greater? 
YES

NO

YES



  VANOS PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Vanos must meet the following criteria: 
• Patient must be 12 years of age and older.
• Patient must have documented failure with a generic topical steroid in the same potency class (Ultravate,

Temovate, Diprolene).

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ VANOS

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy (dose and frequency): 

□  

Start Date: 

End Date: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /    /     To:          /          /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Do paid claims document a 3‐
month trial and failure of 

fluocinolone?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Vanos Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved
Is the patient 12 years of age or 

older?
YES

NO

YES



        VECAMYL 
PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Vecamyl must meet the following criteria: 

 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Patient must have documented history of failure to achieve blood pressure goals (using maximum tolerated

doses of all first and second line agents) as defined by the most recent JNC report.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in Therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ VECAMYL

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Failed Therapy: Start Date: 

End Date: 
□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient have an FDA‐
approved indication?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Vecamyl Authorization Algorithm

Does the patient have a 
documented history of failure to 
achieve blood pressure goals 

(using maximum tolerated doses 
of all first and second line 

agents) as defined by the most 
recent JNC report?

YES

NO



           VIEKIRA PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Viekira must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must be ≥ 18 years old.
 Must have a diagnosis of genotype 1 chronic hepatitis C virus.
 Liver biopsy showing fibrosis corresponding to a Metavir score of greater than or equal to 2 or Ishak score of greater than or equal

to 3 or other accepted test demonstrating liver fibrosis.
 Must be prescribed by or in consultation with a hepatologist, gastroenterologist, or infectious disease specialist.
 Female patients, or partners of male patients, must have a negative pregnancy test within 30 days prior to initiation of therapy and

monthly during treatment.
 Documentation showing that patient is drug and alcohol free for the past 12 months
 Viekira is contraindicated in patients with severe hepatic impairment.
 Viekira is contraindicated with the following drug classes: alpha 1-adrenoreceptor antagonist (alfuzosin); anticonvulsants

(carbamazepine, phenytoin, phenobarbital); antihyperlipidemic agent (gemfibrozil); antimycobacterial (rifampin); ergot derivatives
(ergotamine, dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, methylergonovine); ethinyl estradiol containing products (combined oral
contraceptives); herbal products (St. John’s wort); HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors (lovastatin, simvastatin); neuroleptics
(pimozide); non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor (efavirenz); phosphodiesterase-5 inhibitor (sildenafil);
sedative/hypnotics (triazolam, orally administered midazolam).

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist involved in therapy 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug 

□ Viekira

Dosage 

_____________ 

Documented liver fibrosis Diagnosis for this request 

Genotype 

Patient is drug and alcohol free for past 12 months 

□ YES    □ NO

Does the female patients, or partner of male patient, have a 
negative pregnancy test 

□ YES    □ NO
Ribavirin dose 

Is the patient post-liver transplant? □ YES □ NO

Has the patient been previously treated for chronic hepatitis C? □ YES □ NO

If yes, please indicate past treatment regimen(s), dates of treatment, and response to therapy: 

Baseline HCV RNA: 

HCV RNA 4 weeks after starting 
therapy: 

Physician (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:      From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Hepatitis	C	Patient	Consent	Form	

I,	__________________________,	have	been	counseled	by	my	healthcare	provider	on	
the	following:	

I	agree	to	complete	the	entire	course	of	treatment	and	have	laboratory	
tests	before	starting,	during,	and	after	completing	treatment	as	ordered	
by	my	healthcare	provider.	

I	understand	that	for	the	medication	to	work,	it	is	important	that	I	take	
my	medication	each	day	for	the	entire	course	of	treatment.	

I	understand	the	importance	to	not	drink	alcohol	or	use	illicit	drugs	
during	and	after	my	treatment	for	Hepatitis	C.	

I	understand	how	to	avoid	being	re‐infected	with	Hepatitis	C	during	and	
after	my	treatment.	

(Females)	I	understand	that	these	drugs	are	harmful	to	babies.	I	will	use	
two	methods	to	avoid	getting	pregnant.	I	understand	that	this	
medication	may	cause	serious	birth	defects	to	an	unborn	child	for	up	to	
6	months	after	I	have	completed	my	treatment.	

(Males)	I	understand	that	while	I	am	taking	the	medication,	I	must	avoid	
getting	my	partner	pregnant.	If	my	partner	becomes	pregnant,	the	baby	
may	have	serious	birth	defects.	My	partner	and	I	will	prevent	pregnancy	
using	two	forms	of	birth	control	for	up	to	6	months	after	my	treatment	
is	complete.	If	I	have	a	committed	partner,	I	have	discussed	these	risks	
with	her.	

	
Patient	Signature	_______________________________________	Date	__/__/____	

Pharmacy	or	Prescriber	Representative:		

Signature	_______________________________________________	Date	__/__/_____	

By	signature,	the	pharmacy	or	prescriber	representative	confirms	the	contract	has	been	
reviewed	with	the	patient.	



Is request for initial 
coverage?

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Viekira Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Is Viekira prescribed 
by or in consultation 
with a hepatologist, 
gastroenterologist, 
or infectious disease 

specialist?

Has the prescriber 
provided 

documentation that 
the patient has been 
drug and alcohol 

free for the past 12 
months?

Has patient attested 
that they will 

continue treatment 
without interruption 
for the duration of 
therapy and that 

they understand the 
risks of pregnancy 
while on treatment?

Have baseline 
hepatic lab test 

been performed and 
repeated 4 weeks 
after treatment?

Does the patient 
have severe hepatic 

impairment?

Will the patient be 
taking any 

medications that are 
contraindicated with 

Viekira? 

YES YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

At week 4 is HCV 
RNA ≥25 IU/mL?

NO

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Chronic Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1b)?

NO NO

YES No

YES

NO
h
C

h
C

NO

PA may be approved
Is patient post liver 

transplant?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Chronic Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1a)?

YES

NO

NO

Is patient post liver 
transplant?

YES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

Was patient’s 
baseline Metavir 

score ≥2?

Was patient’s 
baseline Ishak score 

≥3?

Was patient’s 
baseline Metavir 

score ≥2?

PA may be approvedYES NO Yes

Did patient have 
cirrhosis at baseline 
(Metavir score of 4 
or Ishak score of 6)?

NO

Was patient’s 
baseline Ishak score 

≥3?
PA may be approvedYESNO NO

YESYES

Route for clinical 
review

NO

NO

YES

Has patient 
previously been 
treated with 

peginterferon and 
ribavirin?

Was patient a null 
responder?

PA may be approvedYES YES

PA may be 
approved

NO

NO

YES



Route for clinical 
review

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Chronic Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1b)?

Does patient have 
cirrhosis (Metavir 
score of 4 or Ishak 

score of 6)?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Chronic Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1a)?

Will Viekira be used 
with Ribavirin?

YES

YES

Is patient post liver 
transplant?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to a 
Metavir score ≥2?  

NO NO

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to an 
Ishak score ≥3?  

NO

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES YES

NO YES

NO

YES

Route for clinical 
review

YES

NO NO

Is the patient a 
female?

YES

NO

Has the patient had 
a negative 

pregnancy test in 
the last 30 days?

YES

Will the patient 
receive pregnancy 
tests monthly during 

treatment?

YES

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO



Route for clinical 
review

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Chronic Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1b)?

Does patient have 
cirrhosis (Metavir 
score of 4 or Ishak 

score of 6)?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
Chronic Hepatitis C 
(Genotype 1a)?

Will Viekira be used 
with Ribavirin?

YES

YES

Is patient post liver 
transplant?

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to a 
Metavir score ≥2?  

NO NO

Does the patient’s 
liver biopsy show a 

fibrosis 
corresponding to an 
Ishak score ≥3?  

NO

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES YES

NO YES

NO

YES

Route for clinical 
review

YES

NO NO

Is the patient a 
female?

YES

NO

Has the patient had 
a negative 

pregnancy test in 
the last 30 days?

YES

Does the patient 
have a female 

partner with ability 
to become 
pregnant?

Will the patient’s 
female partner 

receive pregnancy 
tests monthly during 

treatment?

NO

YES

Will the patient 
receive pregnancy 
tests monthly during 

treatment?

YES

Will HCV RNA levels 
be taken on week 4 

and sent with 
renewal request?

PA may be approvedYES YES

NO NO

NO

NO

YES

NO



Vusion PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Vusion must try other topical antifungal products as first 
line therapy. 

*Note: Nystatin and clotrimazole do not require a prior authorization.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ VUSION

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Failed antifungal therapy
Name of medication failed: 

_______________________ 

Start Date End Date Dose Frequency 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient.

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a 1‐month 
trial of nystatin or clotrimazole?

Route for clinical 
review

NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Vusion Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approvedYES



Xeljanz 
 Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Xeljanz must meet the following criteria: 
*Note:

 Patient must have an inadequate response or intolerance to methotrexate.
 Patient must have a test for latent tuberculosis prior to starting Xeljanz.
 Patient must have current lab monitoring prior to starting Xeljanz (CBC, liver enzymes, lipid panel)
 Use with caution in patients that may be at increased risk of gastrointestinal perforations.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name: 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

QUALIFICATIONS FOR COVERAGE: 
Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Xeljanz

Diagnosis for this request: 

TB test in the past 6 months       □ Yes □ No

Lab monitoring has occurred and  measurements  
within acceptable limits (i.e., lymphocytes,  
neutrophils, hemoglobin, lipids, and liver enzymes)        □ Yes □ NO

Has or has had active hepatitis B or C virus         □ Yes □ NO

Failed methotrexate therapy 

Start date:            End date: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:   / 
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient 
had an 

inadequate 
response or 
intolerance to 
methotrexate?

Route for 
clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Xeljanz Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

Is the patient at 
increased risk 

of 
gastrointestinal 
perforations?

Has the patient 
had a test for 

latent 
tuberculosis 

prior to starting 
Xeljanz?

Has the patient 
had current lab 
monitoring 

prior to starting 
Xeljanz (CBC 

with 
differential, 

liver enzymes, 
lipid panel)?

YES YES YES NO

NO

NO

NO

YES



  Xenical Prior Authorization 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a prescription for Xenical must be seen by a dietician.   
*Note:

• Patient must have dietician evaluation attached to PA form including height and weight.
• BMI must be equal to or greater than 40.
• 5% weight loss must be realized for continued approval (every 6 months).

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ XENICAL

  Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Dietician evaluation
attached 

Height: Weight: BMI:

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /  
/   

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the 
medication 

being used for 
weight loss?

Route for clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Xenical Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

Does the 
patient have 
high blood 

pressure, high 
cholesterol, or 
diabetes?

Is the patient’s 
BMI equal to or 
greater than 

40?

Has 5 percent 
weight loss 

been realized?

Is a dietician’s 
evaluation 
attached 

including height 
and weight?

Is the request 
for initial 
coverage?

YES YES YES NO YES YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO



  XIFAXAN PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Xifaxan must meet the following guidelines: 
• Patient must be 12 years of age or older and have a diagnosis of traveler’s diarrhea caused by noninvasive strains of

E. coli. Patient must try ciprofloxacin, levofloxacin, OR norfloxacin before PA for Xifaxan will be approved. 
• Patient must be 18 years of age or older and have a risk of recurrence of overt hepatic encephalopathy.
• Do not use in patients with diarrhea complicated by fever or blood in the stool or diarrhea due to pathogens other

than E. coli.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ XIFAXAN

Diagnosis for this Request: 

□ TRAVELER’S DIARRHEA: 200 mg three times a day for 3 days

□ HEPATIC ENCEPHALOPATHY: 550 mg two times a day

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials: 

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:              /                       /       To: / /  

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of traveler’s 

diarrhea caused 
by noninvasive 
strains of E. coli?

Route for 
clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Xifaxan Authorization Algorithm

PA may be 
approved

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Has the patient 
tried 

ciprofloxacin, 
levofloxacin, OR 
norfloxacin in the 
last 30 days?

YES YES YES

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 
of recurrence of 
overt hepatic 

encephalopathy 
or irritable bowel 
syndrome with 

diarrhea?

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Is the request for 
Xifaxan 550 mg 

tablet?

NO

NO

NO

YES YES

YES

NO

NO

Does the patient 
have diarrhea 
due to fever or 

other pathogens?

NO

Route for 
clinical 
review

YES

Is the patient 
between 12 and 
17 years of age?

NO

Has the patient 
tried 

azithromycin in 
the last 30 days?

YES

YES

Route for 
clinical 
review

NO



       XOLAIR PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Xolair must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have moderate to severe persistent asthma
 Patient must have serum IgE level between 30 and 700 IU/mL
 Requires step therapy. See Xolair criteria for more information.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name Specialist Involved in Therapy (if not treating physician) 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ XOLAIR

Diagnosis for this Request: Serum IgE Level: 

Is the patient adequately controlled by an inhaled steroid? 
Has the patient had positive skin tests or in vitro reactivity to a perennial aeroallergen? 

Patient’s weight: ________________ 

List all failed medications and reasons: 

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of asthma?

PA may be 
approved

Is the patient 
adequately 

controlled by an 
inhaled steroid?

YES

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Xolair Authorization Algorithm

Has the patient 
had positive skin 
tests or in vitro 
reactivity to a 
perennial 

aeroallergen?

NO
Is the patient 12 
years of age or 

older?
YES

Is the patient’s 
weight greater 
than 60kg?

YES
Is the patient’s 
weight 70kg or 

less?

Is the patient’s 
weight 90kg or 

less?

Is the patient’s 
weight 150kg or 

less?

Route for 
clinical review

YES NO NO NO

Does the patient 
have a pre‐
treatment 

serum IgE level 
between 30 and 

700IU/mL?

Does the patient 
have a pre‐
treatment 

serum IgE level 
between 30 and 

599IU/mL?

Does the patient 
have a pre‐
treatment 

serum IgE level 
between 30 and 

499IU/mL?

Does the patient 
have a pre‐
treatment 

serum IgE level 
between 30 and 

299IU/mL?

YES

NO
NO

YES YES YES

NO NO

YES YES YES

NO

Route for 
clinical review

YES

NO

NO

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis 

of chronic 
idiopathic 
urticaria?

NO

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
loratadine 
40mg?

Has the patient 
failed a 30‐day 

trial of 
levocetirizine 

20mg?

Is the patient 12 
years of age or 

older?

Is the request 
for Xolair 150mg 
or 300mg every 

4 weeks?

YES YES YES YES

YES

Route for 
clinical review

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO



     Xyrem Prior Authorization Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients who are prescribed Xyrem must meet these guidelines: 
*Note:

 Must be 18 years or older.
 Must have a diagnosis of excessive daytime sleepiness and cataplexy in patients with narcolepsy.
 Must be enrolled in the Xyrem REMS Program

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage: 

□ Xyrem

  Diagnosis for this request: List failed medication:   

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Enrolled in Xyrem REMS Program  Enrolled Date:      Dose: 

  Is patient taking any sedative/hypnotics, opioids, or muscle relaxants?         □ YES    □ NO

Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME (REQUIRED) ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER (REQUIRED) 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # (REQUIRED) 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 



PA may be 
approved

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Xyrem Authorization Algorithm

Is the patient 18 
years of age or 

older?

Is the patient 
enrolled in the 
Xyrem REMS 
Program?

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
excessive daytime 

sleepiness?

YES YES
Has the patient 
failed a 2‐month 
trial of modafinil?

Is the patient taking 
any sedative 

hypnotics, opioids, 
or muscle relaxants?

YES YES

Does the patient 
have a diagnosis of 
cataplexy in patients 
with narcolepsy?

NO

YES
Route for clinical 

review

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES



Zanaflex Capsule PA Form 
Fax Completed Form to: 

855-207-0250 
For questions regarding this 

Prior authorization, call 
866-773-0695 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving Zanaflex capsules must use tizanidine tablets first line.  
*Note:

• Tizanidine tablets do not require a PA.
• Patient must fail therapy on tizanidine tablets before a PA may be granted.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PRESCRIBER 
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State Zip Code

Requested Drug and Dosage:   Diagnosis for this request: 

Qualifications for coverage: 
□ Failed generic drug    Start Date:      Dose: 

  End Date:       Frequency: 

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER 

NUMBER: 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:        /     /    To:    /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Has the patient failed a 1‐month 
trial of tizanidine tablets?

Route for clinical review

YES/NO

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Zanaflex Capsule Authorization Algorithm



        ZONTIVITY 
 PA FORM 

Fax Completed Form to: 
855-207-0250 

For questions regarding this 
Prior authorization, call 

866-773-0695  
 
 

ND Medicaid requires that patients receiving a new prescription for Zontivity must meet the following criteria: 
 Patient must have an FDA approved indication.
 Patient must be 18 years of age or older.
 Use with aspirin and/or clopidogrel (limited clinical experience with Zontivity as the only antiplatelet agent).
 Contraindicated in patients with a history of stroke, transient ischemic attack, or intracranial hemorrhage.

Part I:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN  
Recipient Name Recipient Date of Birth 

Recipient Medicaid ID Number 

Prescriber Name 

Prescriber NPI Telephone Number Fax Number 

Address City State
Zip Code 

Requested Drug and Dosage: 
□ ZONTIVITY

Diagnosis for this Request: 

Using in combination with: 

□ ASA □ ASA/CLOPIDOGREL □ CLOPIDOGREL

□ I confirm that I have considered a generic or other alternative and that the requested drug is expected to result in the
successful medical management of the recipient. 
Prescriber (or Staff) / Pharmacy Signature Date 

Part II:  TO BE COMPLETED BY PHARMACY 
PHARMACY NAME: ND MEDICAID PROVIDER NUMBER: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER DRUG NDC # 

Part III:  FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Date Received Initials:  

Approved -  
Effective dates of PA:       From:     /     /      To:       /    / 

Approved by: 

Denied: (Reasons) 

Prior Authorization Vendor for ND Medicaid 

Revised: 06/04/2015



Is the medication 
being used for 
reduction of 
thrombotic 

cardiovascular events 
in patients with a 

history of myocardial 
infarction (MI) or with 
peripheral arterial 
disease (PAD)?

Route for 
clinical 
review

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Zontivity Authorization Algorithm

PA may be approved

Does the patient have 
a history of stroke, 
transient ischemic 

attack, or intracranial 
hemorrhage?

Is the patient 18 years 
of age or older?

Will the patient take 
Zontivity with aspirin 
and/or clopidogrel?

YES YES YES NO

NO

NO

NO

YES
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